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ADVERTISEMENT. 


As I know that many perſons will chooſe 
to frame the portrait of the Author, I 
judged it expedient to have a ſecond title- 
page; and, by this means, the purchaſers of 
the book, when they get it bound, may prefix 
which they pleaſe to it: but, had there been 
only the engraved title-page, when the like- 
neſs was cut out of it, the book would have 
appeared imperfect. 


The following Letters, I am certain, would 
have been read with greater ſatisfaction, and 
advantage, had not the Author's correſpondents 
loſt many others which ſhould have been in- 
ferted between them, and had they been placed 
in the regular order wherein they were written, 
I could only judge of the time in which moſt - 
of them were penned, by ſome particular cir- 
cumſtances, as the Author was not accuſtomed 
to date her letters, till within the three laſt 
years of her life, ſo that I found it a very diffi- 
cult and tireſome taſk even to arrange them in 
the order in which they now ſtand, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T are many epiſtolary publications, | 
which (though containir-g good advice) | 
appear ſo ſtudied and elaborate, fo deſtitute of | 
the undtion of the Holy One, that ſimple Chriſtians, | 
who are more deſirous of having their affections | 
warmed, than having their heads furniſhed with 
a train of ideas, are not at all affected by them: 
while, on the other hand, they meet with the 
higheſt commendations from thoſe profeſſors 
in the church, who are wiſe men after the fleſh, 
but have little ſhare of the wiſdom that is from 
above, Their paſſions are not eaſily wrought 
upon. They only admire argumentative ap- 
peals to their underſtanding, and metaphy fical 
diſquiſitions, ornamented with the figures of 
rhetoric, and the flowers of oratory. They 
are captivated with a connetted chain of rea- 
oning, a juſt arrangement of ſentences, and 
an harmonious cadence ; and when thele are 
anting in any book, they think it moſt ma- 
erially defettive. 

Now, it is for the firſt, not the latter claſs 
pf readers, that the enſuing letters are, prin- 
pally, calculated, as they are not written wil 
xcellency of ſpeech, or the enticing words of man's 


dom. They are the overflowings of a ſoul, 
filled 


„„ 
filled with the love of God and man, not the 
reſult of ſtudy. They are the effuſions rather 
of inward devotion, than the product of out- 
ward human erudition. Though they want not 
ſound ſolid ſenſe, and argument, to engage ti.e 
attention even of the learned, yet their chief 
excellency lies in this, that they declare te 
teſtimony, and the deep things of God, nel in the 
words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which, the 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth, Out of the abundance of 
the author's heart, which was renewed by di- 
vine grace, her mouth ſpoke ; and being in- 
wardly enlightened, and led into all truth, by 
the Spirit of truth, her pen indited a good matter, 
God, and not man, was her counſellor and 
inſtructor. The oracles of God, not the tra 1 
ditions of men, were her guide. Knowing © 


themind of Chri Ta , through his own teaching, and n 
having received not the ſpirit of the world, but the _ 
Spirit which is of God, 12 ſpeaks among them cha 7 
are perfect, the hidden wiſdom of God in a myſtery Ml r: 
and as he that is ſpiritual judgeth all things p. 
therefore, to the deciſion of ſuch as are taught} 1 
of God, I leave this work, and heartily re P 
commend it to their peruſal, being well aſſured 
it will be accompanied with the em 0 0 
the —_—_ —_— Y power. BE © 
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THE 
| RELIGION of the HEART, 


Delineated ina Series of LETTERS. 
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To her Huſband. 


W HE R E ſhall I find words to expreſs the 
wonders that I have been ear-witnels to this 
night? O my beloved, how often were you preſent 
with my ſpirit, while calling on the Lord, in the 
congregation. 

It is, I believe, now paſt eleven o'clock, but I 
Thall ſpend part of the night in converſing with you, 
while my paper laſts. Know, then, dear man, that 
I arrived ſafely in Liſburn, and met with a very coal 
reception from all my relations, who ſeemed ſur- 
priſed that I ſhould think of leaving my family; and 
I plainly ſaw that my preſence could be readily dif- 


penſed with. I, therefore, intended to return to + 


you; but, upon coming here to-day, I find that the 
quarterly-meeting i is to be held in Liſburn the day after 
Chriſtmas-day : and, knowing you expreſſed a deſire 
to be at 1t, and alfo to take William home, I have 
conſented to ſtay with my aunt till then. 

Glory be to God! I was, for ſome time, this 


night, greatly refreſhed with the preſence of the 


Lord. Oh, ſure, I never was in ſuch a heaven, as 
the love-feaſt appeared! It might well be ſaid, the 

people ſpoke as the Spirit gave them utterance. Oh, 
2 how 
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how little do the world know of thoſe heavenly en- 
Joyments! Tell our brother C-—, and our other 
friends, they have never yet ſeen primitive Chriſt 
anity ; but I hope that you amd they will ſoon hear 
for yourſelves, Oh, let us, let us leave all behind, 
and preſs forward! Lappear ſo vile in my on eyes, 
that I was almoſt tempted to think Thad no grace at 
all, while others were ſpeaking che praiſes of re- 
deeming love. ; | | 
I believe it was the will of God that T ſhould take 
this journey, at this time. On alighting at Ballyn- 
ahinch, I heard that the baker's wife had loſt her 
mother, who was hut uſt carried out to her grave. 
I was enabled to ſpeak a word to her comfort. She 
could not be prevailed on to part with me, ſor a 
long time, ſo that I was detained near an hour; but, 
ſure, if I was, in any.meaſure, an inſtrument of bind- 
1ngupthebroken-hearted,my time was well employed. 
How often are you in my thoughts! I know not 
what to ſay to you, I have ſo many incidents to re- 
late, but ſhall defer all til we meet. Oh, may it 
be in the Spirit! | 155 
Do not, deareſt, let your heart droop. Believe 
you are precious in the ſight of our dear Immanuel. 
He is now, 1 truft, ripening you for glory. Yes— 
he has manifeſted himſelf unto you, as he doth not 
to the world. He is bringing you, out of much 
tribulation, into the kingdom of his glory. Ves 
J hope we ſhall both ſee him, all lovely as he is, 
when the troubles of this life are paſt and gone. 
Indeed, we muſt be perfected through ſufferings; 
therefore, prepare to meet them. 
Our blind ſiſter Peggy is now here, and is a moſt 
aſtoniſhing creature. I have begun to write out her 
experience, which, I hope, will be bleſt to your 
peruſal.* 


* It has been ſince publiſhed, and is, indeed, a moſt extraordi- 
nary work; diſplayiog the wonders of grace, and providence. 


Remember 
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Remember our tender plants, who have need te 
be watered with the dew of God's bleſſing. 

It is now far advanced in the night. It reminds 
me that the day of God is at hand, when the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall come, as a thief in the night, and all 
{all appear before him to be judged with righteous 
j1dgment. Bat, Lord; come firit, and free us both 
from every weight of ſin, that we may join the ſouls. 
of jaſt men made perfect, and live with thee, world 
without end! | | 
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To her Huſband. 
: ; ... 1 
OW ſhall I deſcribe what I felt at not receiving 
a letter from my more than ever dearly- loved 
huſband? Sure I am, that ſomething material muſt 
have prevented it. Oh, I fear my poor, weak heart, 
will be too ready to incline to impatience. But 
why ſhould I fear? The Lord is my helper—he is 
my defender; therefore will I truſt that, under the 
ſhadow of his wings, he will preſerve you ſafe from 
all evils, Oh, what it 1s to have the munition of rocks 
for our defence! He will guide us continually, and 
bring us, at laſt, into the haven of bleſſedneſs. I. 
generally, find that the Lord chaſtens me, when I 
give way to any inordinate affection to creatures. 
How often did I long to ſee you yeſterday ! You are 
become doubly united to me; as, I think, excluſive 
of natural affection, I ſhould love you for your hea- 
venly Father's fake. My ſoul is kept in much peace. 
In ſome degree, I can give up myſelf to the Almighty, 
to make ſtraight paths for my feet; ſenſible that my 
own will would often lead me to wander from the 
Shepherd of ſouls. | . | 
I think it would be moſt profitable that as many 
of your pariſhioners as conveniently could, ſhould. 
Y A 3 come 
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* 
come to the quarterly- meeting. I fear Satan will 
tempt ſome of them to ſpiritual pride, not ſeeing 
any Chriſtians but themſelves. But oh, ſurely, it 
would keep them humble (as it has effectually done 
to me) to find others ſo much higher in grace. | 
My deareft love, I am afraid that the accu/jer of 
the brethren makes you think too much of your own 
unworthineſs. You are dear to that God who hath 
given you the fruits of the Spirit. . 

Mr. W , It is thought, is dying; but the 
great truths he has heard appear now to have had 


little effect upon him. Oh, how ſhocking is it for 


a ſoul to ruſh into an unknown world, unprepared ! 
My heart grows faint at the thought. O King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, may the frequent inſtances 
of mortality ſtrike ſome of the rebellious ones in' this 


houſe! My breaſt is moved with tender compaſſion: 


but what can Ido? They ſeem wilfully to turn away 
their ears, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel ſhould 


reprove their deeds as evil. | 


Your laſt letter was found profitable to others, as 
well as me. Oh, do not diſappoint my longing 
expeCtation another poſt. | 

I heard our friend H—— preach yeſterday. His 
text was, Prepare to meet thy God. X G—— 
ſaid, in Mr. Weſley's words, that the people 
neither ſeemed converted, nor offended.” Oh, 
ſurely, the god of this world hath blinded their eyes, 
or they could not but diſcern the ſigns of theſe 


times! 


I came to Liſburn this morning. I ſhould be 
wretched here, did not the Lord (bleſſed be his 
name!) keep my mind ſtayed on him, while with 
thoſe whoſe converſation 1s of the world, the greateſt 
part of the day. Surely, my tongue ought to be 
always talking of the mergies of my God, who {till 
inclines my heart to his teſtimonies. 


I think 
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T think I ſhould write to your ſiſter, yet my>ſpirits 
are ſo drooping, on your account, that it if almoſt 
ain to me to ſet about it. Oh, ſurely, it is my wantof 
faith that makes me think you are not well. Why 
ſhould I be thus perplexed? Why ſhould I not 
caſt my burden upon the Lord, who bore all 
our ſorrows? What language can expreſs the fond 
affection I now feel for you, dear man, whom I mult 
now take my leave of! Oh, forget not | | 


AGNES SMYTH. 
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To her Huſband. 


| | Derriaghy. 
My deareſt earthly Love, | 
Ra letters were joyfully received by me. 
The one I expreſſed uneaſineſs at not receiving, 

had lain in Liſburn, by miſtake. Oh, when ſhall we 
meet? Surely, with the grace and bleſſedneſs of the 
Almighty, I ſhall be a greater comfort to you than 1 
have hitherto been. Oh, how wily is the old ſerpent! 
He would fain raiſe jealouſies between us. Forgive, 
and forget all my paſt follies, and pray that my heart 
may be eſtabliſhed with grace. T have often moſt 
juſtly provoked you to anger; but, ſurely, that love 
which covereth a multitude of ſins will no more re- 
member my weakneſs: 1 

I have, this poſt, anſwered your ſiſter's letter, and 
have plainly told her my opinion, with regard to her 
preſent condition. Surely, we ſhould only pleaſe 
each other for our good unto edification, and, when 
it is neceſſary, ſpeak the truth from our heart, with- 
out reſpect of perſons. | 

TI am told that William ran up to Peggy, and ſaid, 
Take me on your knee, and ſing | 


« Gentle Jeſus, meek and mild, 
Look upon a little child.“ ; 
A4 1 


* 
Surely, the great mercies of the Lord to you and 
me are without number. Oh, may our lives be one 
continued act of thankſgiving! But, what ſhall I ſay 
to encourage my dear {weet love in well-doing? Go 
' on, in the ſtrength of your God, and, by his power, 
you ſhall leap over the wall of all ſelfiſh deſires, and 
Jeſus ſhall reign alone, the Lord of every motion in 
your heart. Be not diſcouraged at the coldneſs you 
complain of. Reſt aſſured, you ſhall reap, if you 
funt not. All things are poſſible to him that be- 

3 lieveth that Jeſus is able to make all things new. 
4 Peggy ſends you the following lines, which ſhe- 

| made ſince I began this letter. 1 | 


J greet you, Sir, in Jeſu's name, 

A ſtranger yet to you unknown— 

Wrapt up in warm, ſeraphic flame, 
Your loving wite and you be one! 


Jehdvah, ſacred fire impart ! 
1 No cold eſtrangement may they know; 
1 But, twiſted round each other's heart, 

1 | Still, hand in hand, to glory go. 


The Shepherd, and his flock, be bleſs'd 

With peace to carnal minds unknown! 

May all our ſouls in Jeſus reſt, | 
And greet each other round the throne.” 
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Peggy is a moſt diffident creature, but I expreſſed a 
deſire ſhe ſhould ſay a word. Farewell. Oh, you 
are dearer than I can exprels to 5 
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Your truly faithful, loving wife A. . 
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To her Huſband. 


1 | SE Derriag y. 
HY ſhall I expreſs my thanks to my very dear 
love for his letter received laſt night! Oh, 
ſurely, we have reaſon to adore and bleſs our God, 
for calling us to.be partakers of his divine nature! I 
fear I ſin in wiſhing to have you here. The conſtant 
language of our hearts, certainly, ſhould be, Lord, 
thy will be done. Give us, O thou life divine, and 
ſoul of our ſoul, give us thyſelf. Unite us one with 
thee. Breathe into us lowlineſs and ſimplicity, that 
Jeſus may deign to dwell in us. Oh, lay the ſenſual 
man, the life and joy of nature! and Jet us die to 
outward things—die to all that thou art not, O holy 
Jeſus, and. riſe to all the life of God. May we ea- 
gerly embrace thy ſufferings,. and run the Chriſtian 
race, as thou, our holy guide, and moſt perfect 
pattern of all purity, haft ſet us an example.” 

Oh, what a mercy it 1s, that you are enabled, by 
grace, to own Chriſt's deſpiſed: followers, in this 
crooked and perverſe generation | 
„How is it, O thou heav'nly King, 
That thou ſhouldſt us to glory bring!” 


The trials and troubles of this preſent time will ſoon 
be paſt, as a tale that is told; and, I truſt, we ſhall 
cvermore praiſe the riches of free grace, and redeem- 
ing love, in the countleſs ages of eternity. 

Arm yourſelf, and pray againſt ſetting your affec- 
tions too much on William: he is a moſt engaging 
child. Indeed, we have great reaſon to be exceedingly 
afraid leſt our hearts ſhould depart from the living 
God. Into his hands I commit you. Shall we ever 
meet on this ſide the grave? The boy watts for this 
icrawl. Pray that I may be ftabliſhed, ſtrengthened, . 
and ſettled, ſo as to lack nothing neceſſary to ſalva- 

Iron. The children have my prayers, and all the 
Ag: dear 


3 


forget me not in your prayers! I fear I have not 
yet reſigned all for Chriſt. Oh, let us pray that 


8 E 
dear brethren I left behind. Your's more and more, 
355 AGNES SMYTH. 
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; To her Huſband. i 
1 | Liſburn. 
* none of the family (ſave the ſervants) ſeem 
. yet a- ſtir, why ſhould I miſs the opportunity 
>E-converſing with one ſo dear to me? | Here ſhe 
ſpoke of different matters unintereſting to any but 
myſelf; and then concluded her letter thus. ] Oh, 


all we have, and all we are, may bow down to 
the ſweet yoke of Jeſus! When ſhall I hear from 
you ? May the Almighty God give you an abundant 
utterance! May he thoroughly furniſh you with 
every good word and work! May you ſee of the 


( 
travail of your ſoul! And oh, above all, may —— 8 
give up your charge with joy, and ever praiſe him a 
that was ſlain to redeem us from all iniquity, in a b 
bliſsful immortality! So prays ſhe, who is, in the f 
bonds of peace and joy, | | ; 
Your truly loving A. S. i 
deren ddl a 
| 5 u 
To her Hulband. | 
| | Liſburn. R 
Leſſed be my God, I find my ſoul enjoys ſweet tt 
eace, and heavenly conſolation ! Whence 1s Ps 

- this Row to me, poor worm of the earth? Oh, 
why me? Dear Lord, why me, who have been ſuch pe 
a rebel? O thou ſource of all bliſs, the world hath 
not known thee. Holy Comforter, whence' doth be 


this raviſhing ſweetneſs flow ? I ſee ſuch a — 
| 7 
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ſcene of wickedneſs before my eyes, that my ſoul 
is overwhelmed with tender pity to my poor, pe- 
riſling fellow-creatures, who are ruſhing headlong 
to deſtruction. O holy God, make bare thine arm, 
and come, and ſtop the torrent of ungodlineſs. 
Often is my ear aſſailed with oaths. Even my — 
ſeems to have little regard to the Holieſt of holies 
by taking his ſacred name 1n her mouth, upon many 
needleſs occaſions, O my adorable Saviour, who, 
didſt ſhed out of thy ſide both water and blood, for 
us men, and our ſalvation, ſhew them the madneſs 
of their ways—ſprinkle clean water upon them, 
and waſh their ſpotted ſouls whiter than the unſullied 


wool. | 


Bitter things have been ſaid to me to-day. 1 


am now truly counted the off-/couring of the earth ; 
but I can rejoice, and almoſt leap for joy. I truſt 


I ſhall, ere long, reach the haven of everlaſting bliſs, 
where all tears ſhall be wiped away from my eyes. 


Oh, ſurely, I ſhall there meet your happy ſpirit, 


with thoſe of all our dear brethren, who have not 
counted their lives dear to them, ſo that they might 


finiſh their courſe with joy. Oh, let us give thanks, 
for the Lord hath done great things for us already, 
whereof we have cauſe to rejoice! Oh, let us 
magnify the Lord together, that he has called us, 
in ſome meaſure, to be partakers of his ſufferings ; 
and let us look at the recompence of reward, laid 
up for us in the kingdom of heaven. 

I received your dear letter a few minutes after 


Richard left this. You are highly favoured in that 
the Lord has opened: your mouth to ſhew forth his 


praiſe, who is lovelier than the ſons of men. 
Do, be attentive to John. He may yet live, 
perhaps, to ſound the goſpel—to bind up the bro- 
ken-hearted, and lead — to repentance. Sure, 
my much- loved partner will not refuſe to be a mem- 
ber of the feaſt of love, at the next quarterly meet- 


ing, 


MF cx (OTE CE eh oe. — _ - 2 
hate he Fe err err ie "__ 


— 
— 


„ 
ing, if the Lord ſhould leave us here ſo long. Mr. 
G——— gave us a moſt heavenly diſcourſe, laſt 
night, on thoſe words, There is no fear in love. He 
divided it into heads, ſpeaking according to the 
various degrees of grace, and ſeemed full of the 
bleſſing of the Lord. Farewell. May the God of 
Iirael protect you! 1 
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To her Huſband. | 

5 Liſburn. 
My dear love, what a day of tumult, wreſtling, 
and bleſſing has this been! I know you like to 


hear of my joy in the ſpirit, and will, therefore, 
take the time to read this, as it teſtifies that I have 
found him to-day whom my ſoul loveth. Here, 
then, begins my little journal, When day began 


to break, I ſet out for the Methodiſt-houſe, where, 
I think I may ſay, ſome of the faithſul were aſſem - 
bled, in order to offer up their morning-praiſes and 
thanklgivings to the Father of mercies, whoſe hoſts 
encamped around their dwelling, and brought them 
through the darkneſs into the light of another day. 
I found great heavineſs, and no liberty to pour out 
my foul for a bleſſing, ſo that I almoſt feared my 
prayers were turned into fin. However, God gave 
me grace not to reſt in this ſtate, but to pray on, 
hoping I thould obtain. 5 

As the faſt God chiefly requireth is to ſhew mercy, 
therefore, after abſtaining from breakfaſt, I went to 
ſee that poor, wretched creature, O—-L——..I 
found him much more compoſed than he was the 
Jaiſt time I viſited him; but ſtill he is in a moſt 
ſorlorn way, feemingly deſtitute of clothing to fave 
him from_the inclemency of the weather. Alas! 
it is to he feared ambition has brought him to this 
miſerable ſtate. On my return, about two o'clock, 


72 
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F— -arried me behind him to Derriaghy ; but. 
the door was ſhut, and all the family were at the 
preaching at Drum. You may imagine I was at a 
loſs to know what to do; however, I refolved I 
would not return to Liſburn, as I thought the 
clergyman there was not fo ſpiritually-minded as 
to convey either inſtruction or comfort to me; 
therefore ſending F=-—— back, I thought I ſhould 
be happy in converſing with our ſiſter M=—., A 
little girl came along with me, to ſhew me the road; 
to whom (after ſome reſiſtance from the devil) 1 

ut ſome queſtions relating to her ſpiritual know- 
ledge, and was agreeably ſurpriſed with her an- 
ſwers. I find ſhe attends the Methodiſt-preachings, 
and though very young, ſhe ſaid ſhe was convinced 
ſhe was a great ſinner. After reading awhile in a 
good old book to Jenny M, we ſang praiſes 
to our God, and prayed together. We found ſo 
much enlargement, that we repeated our ſupplica- 
tions. Soon after, I judged it expedient to return 
to Derriaghy, but finding the family ſtill out, I fat 
down by the fide of the turf. ſtack, and beſeeching 
the Spirit of truth to enlighten my underftanding, 
read part of the life of that holy man, Mr. Allein. 
Oh that it may quicken me to take the kingdom of 
heaven by violence! | „ 

Some time after one, my aunt returned. Before 
dinner, ſhe went to prayer with me. As I found 
no great neceſſity for food, I only took ſome bread 
and wine, When dinner was ended, the Lord 
truly gave me power to wreſtle with im ; and ſhe 
and M—— joined in requeſting grace from the 
giver of every good and every perfett gift. We then 
tet out for Liſburn ; and, calling at my Father's 
houſe to take John to the preaching, I drank tea 
there: but who can tell the ſharp reproofs I met 
with, for abſenting myſelf from (what they call) the 
Church. I was told, indeed, in the W that 

Was 


. 


| 8 

I was © great bigot; however, I think I was not 
moved to any paſſion, but pity for thoſe who place 
all religion in forms and ceremonies. John's con- 
'verſation aſtoniſhed me, as we walked down ftreet. 
« Mamma, (ſaid he) they ſay the Lord's prayer 
over and over again in the Church, jult like the 
Heathens who cried out, O Baal hear us—O Baal 
hear us.“ I am ture I know not how he picked up 
this. He likewiſe ſaid, They think wicked peo- 
ple are the Church, but they are not the true 
Church.“ 5 | : 

I had ſcarce entered the Methodiſt-houſe, when 
I was filled with wonder, love, and praiſe. God 
was very gracious to me, I may fay, during the 
whole ſervice. Mr. — preached, as I thought, 
a moſt excellent diſcourſe. We had hymns adapted 
to the occaſion, which I brought home to read to 
be. 

A pretty ſharp trial now came on. It was 
ſtrongly on my mind that I ſhould pray with the 
ſervants ; but oh! I found a great averſeneſs to this 
duty. After much ſtruggling, however, the Lord 

ave me power over the adverſary, ſo that I was 
enabled to trample him under my feet, in this in- 
ſtance; and I would fain hope it was not in vain, 
I had, likewiſe, prayed with thoſe who were up, 
before I went out in the morning. „ 

It now draws near twelve; therefore, after com- 
mending myſelf to the throne of grace K for- 
getting you who lie ſo near my heart) and reading 
a little for my ſoul's health, I truſt I ſhall lie down 
in peace. But before I bid my dear love good 
night, let me implore you to be ſtrong in the Lord, - 
praying with all prayer, and believing the ſhadows 
will quickly fly away, which hide your God from 

our. eyes. May he guard you in your ſleeping 

ours, and bleſs you both now and evermore 


To 
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To her Huſband, 


| Liſbur Ns 
HOPE this is the laſt letter my ever-deareſt 
love will receive till we meet. Surely, if your 


heart be as my heart, you will rejoice at the thought, 
Oh, it is a bleſſed thing to have a friend, into 
whoſe boſom we can commit, with confidence, all 
our cares! It is, indeed, delightful to dwell together 
in unity, and to walk to the houſe of God as 
friends. But oh, my love, how melancholy is it to 
ſee all in this houſe fo totally inſenſible of the great 
mercies of God! I have never heard the leaſt 
thankſgiving out of the mouth of either „or 
any of the family, ſince her delivery. I was ſhocked 
to find her joking, on my entering the room, inſtead 
of praiſing 1 * who had been ſo gracious to 
her. I may well ſay, I long to eſcape from this 
Sodom. Their doings do hourly vex my ſoul, 

You make but little mention of our dear children; - 
but I take it for a good fign. _ 

I hear the enemy has kept you uneaſy of late. [ 
believe he begins to find his ſtrong-holds ſhaken ; 
but fear not his violence. The Cord (whom, k 
truſt, you have made your defence) is mighty to 
deliver. Call on him in the time of trouble, 1 
fo ſhall no harm happen unto you. 


eee raru kununu kunkun aue 


To her Huſband. 


1 Fear my deareſt love will begin to think my 6G. 
lence unkind ; but, be aſſured, I aroſe early on 
Wedneſday morning, and wrote a letter, but he 
that was to be the bearer, neglected to call for it. 

The Lord God (for ever bleſſed be his name!) 
has kept me from all repining thoughts with reſpect 
to your abſence, I can rather rejoice in it, as, I 
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truſt, it will further your everlaſting concerns. 0 


my deareſt partner, be mach 11 prayer to your pre- 
cious Immanuel. I find it n-ceilary to be every 
moment on my guard, leſt I ſh>uld become a pre 


to the enemy's teeth. I am greatly aſſaulted by the 
fiery darts of the devil, and have no ſtrength of my 


own to reſiſt ; yet my God undertakes for me, and 
makes manifeſt his ſtrength in my weakneſs. Oh, 
why does not my cold heart burn with love to him? 
Awake up, O my languid ſpirits !. Call forth all your 


powers to magnify the riches of free, unbounded 


grace! Oh that the Lord would now kindle a flame 
of ſacred love, that might burn up the droſs of vain 
deſires, and make the mountain of my fins flow 
down at his preſence ! 

J—B 
with me. He appears to be ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might. He received a moſt un- 
common bleſſing, a few days ago, ſince which time, 
the Spirit of truth has made his abode with him. His 
growth in um and knowledge is amazing. I could 
praiſe the Lord on his behalf, though my own heart 
was cold and dead. He wants your advice in regard 
to the clerkſhip. He thinks he will be turned out of 


his office for joining the Methodiſts, and ſeems quite 


reſigned that it ſhould be fo, rather than make any of 
the pariſhioners uneaſy by ſtaying in it. But I know. 
not that it would be his duty to give up ſo far to cruel 
and unreaſonable men, as it would be fuch a loſs to 
his poor family. | 

I thought it proper to ſend you the enclofed letter. 
My deareſt love, let us count it all Joy when we are 


called to ſuffer for Chriſt. It is through much tri- 
bulation that we muſt enter the kingdom of glory. 


Let us then welcome croſſes, and loſſes, yea, all 


things that will help to wean our affections from a 


vain, delufive world. Surely, it is a/ſweet thing to 
ſuffer with Chriſt. Oh that we were worthy to bear 
$ D SIRI MN py | p10 h 
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ſpent the greateſt part of Tueſday 
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his reproach! When I think: on the amazing love of 
God, and his long-ſuffering to me, a wretch, who. 
have ſo often back-ſhdden in thought, I am aſtoniſhed 
at the depth of that goodneſs which yet ſpareth me. 
Oh, may he enable me ſo to wreſtle, as to obtain! I 
ſee, if we will be Chriſtians, we muſt prepare our- 
ſelves for a fight. Satan will not give up his kingdom 
without violence. Enemies, both from within, and 
without, will aſſault us, whom we muſt reſiſt, ſtedfaſt 
in the faith. I am more and more convinced that, 
we muſt endure hardneſs, as good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt. And why ſhould we fink under our trials, 
when the Lord Jehovah hath promifed to be with 
us, in the fire, and in the water? It is in vain to 
think we can be partakers of a crown of glory, if we 
do not take up the croſs daily,, and renounce our 
own wills in all things; for, until we be entirely 
cleanſed from all ſin, there will ſtill be ſome of the 
old leaven, which, if not reſiſted even unto blood, 
will ſpoil our beſt deeds. Oh that I could drink deep, 
into the ſpirit of a crucified Saviour! Oh, how little. 
do we know of that great myſtery of redemption! 
Our ſouls cannot fathom it, nor conceive that which 
angels defire to look into but this we may reflect upon 
with wonder, that God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſþaſſes unto 
them. Oh, may we, every day, know more of the 
length, and breadth, and depth, and height of that 
love, which the Father of lights manifeſted, in 

giving his Son to be a ranſom for tranſgreſlors ! 
Peggy deſires me to tell you, that, for all the favours 
you have done her, ſhe can only ſay, you have her 
poor, but well-meaning prayers, that the Lord may fol- 
low you with tender mercy all the days of your life, and 
that you may dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever. 
1 think I ſhall add no more at preſent, than that I 
long after you, and all the dear family you are with, 
May ye be all united in the bonds of golpel-love! * 
CH,. 


13 
oh, when you approach the throne of grace, remem- 
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Lour unworthy, though loving and dutiful Wife. 


S ο h 


TO her Huſband. 
| 1 | Down: 
My deareſt Love, 4 


> Sede abſent in body, yet am I preſent 1 

ſpirit with you; and often am I ſupplicating 
the throne of grace on your behalf, that you may be 
kept from all the aſſaults of the enemy, and be 
brought back in ſafety to your unworthy wife. In- 
deed, I have been much beſet with temptation, ſince 
you left me, and have been almoſt ready to cry out, 
„O wretched- creature that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me from this body of fin and death!” I have need 
to keep my armour bright : for, alas! the wicked- 
one rages horribly againſt me. That curſed pride and 
vanity, by which I was formerly led captive, is not 
yet altogether ſubdued, but would ſpring into action, 
did not the blood of the Lamb quench the fiery ſpark. 
I wonder at my ingratitude, and how I can ſuffer my 


mind, in the leaſt meaſure, to wander after worldly 


vanities : 
But nature's ſtrength doth oft' prevail, 
And oft' my pilgrim-footſteps fail. \ 
Poor T- wits me a few lines, lamenting both 


his wife's and his own want of ſpiritual comfort. He 
ſeems to think that a fearful looking-for of judgment 
is all they have to expect. Too anxious thought for 
tood and raiment, he ſays, has been his undoing: 
_ I truſt, he writes too bitter things againſt him- 
on. | 

Although I had nothing very material to inform 

you of, yet I could not omit writing, as you ex. 


preſſed 


0 ba [ 19 1 
preſſed a deſire to hear from me. I believe I need 
not CP you are very dear to me. Oh; 
may I be thankful to God for you, as well as all his | 
other benefits! | i _ 

Mr. T—— 1s gone to give up his accounts to him, 
who 1s ready to judge the 2 and dead. Oh that 
the living would learn wiſdom! I may almoſt ſay, 
Mine eyes run. down with water, becauſe men keep not 
the law of my God. Yeſterday, lord G—— came 
into the play, and the number of coaches that at- 
tended him made a great parade in the ſtreet. The 
holy fire of my indignatien was ſo kindled, that I 
could almoſt have. ſpoken with my tongue, and 
teſtified that their deeds were evil. O my deareſt 
love, be a ſwift witneſs againſt the abominable ways 
and manners of. this corrupt' age. Oh, may you and 
I be kept from the evil of the world, and ſtrive to- 
gether for the hope of the goſpel ! May God guide 
you by his counſel, and bring you in ſafety to 

Yourlovingand (as Iwiſh to prove) your dutiful Wife. 


S , G - . DG DDS 


To her. Huſband. 

; | Downs 

My very deareſt Love, £ 
1 Muſt confeſs I was ſomewhat diſappointed at not 
receiving a letter from you this morning; but, 
perhaps, I could not have got one ſo ſoon: therefore, 
| muſt patiently wait for Thurſday's poſt. py 
I have been ſorely oppreſſed, ſmce I laſt wrote. 
Out of the deep have I cried unto the Lord. The 
iloods of ungodlineſs ſeemed ready to overflow my 
ſoul. My heart is alſo broken within me, while I 
behold the iniquity that abounds under the roof where 
I dwell. It almoſt conſtrains me to cry out, with 
Jeremiah, Oh that I had, in the wilderneſ3, a lodging- 
place of way-farmg men, that I might leave my people, 


an 
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and go from them; for they be all adulterers, an aff 
fembly of treacherous men. They are not valiant for the 
truth upon the earth, but they proeced from evil to evil. 
Mr. and Mrs. ——— came into family-prayer on 


Saturday evening; but, indeed, my tears flowed plen- 
tifully to think of their ingratitude to that God, before 


whom they were bending their knees. Alas, poor 
woman ! She ſeems haſtening to her end, and to be 
loſing thoſe: good defires which God once gave her. 
Oh, what a bleſſing is a Chriſtian friend and 
nion, to whom we may unboſum our ſorrows ! Is 
there any harm in having pleaſure at the thoughts of 
your return? I hope not—for, if there is, I fin 
every day. | 3 | 
Yeſterday, being the Lord's-day, I greatlylament- 
ed the want of the outward means of grace. It is 
true, there was a ſmall claſs-meeting, morning and 
evening; but I n it a great loſs not to hear 
the word preached. 
with a ſenſe of my utter unprofitableneſs. I fear 1 
was guilty of a degree of murmuring, upon refletting 
that 1 had neither temporal, nor ſpiritual abilities, to 
be uſeful to my fellow-creatures ; and the conviction 
that I was not a faithful ſteward of the talents I was 
already entruſted with, heightened my uneaſineſs. 
Alas] to me belongeth ſhame, and confuſion: of face 
for I have ſinned againſt the Lord. * 
I would. not have troubled you with this letten 
wrote in ſo unpleaſing a ſtrain, but that you ſaid you 
would expect to hear from me; and when I do write, 
1 cannot help telling the feelings of an heart that 
knoweth its own. bitterneſs. O my deareſt partner, 
pray for her who prays for you: for oh, you are dear 
to the heart af 


To 


compa- 


was much diſtreſſed, likewiſe, 


. Your own A. S. 


2 3 
To her Huſband. 


Down, © 


| HAT reaſon have I to adore the bountiful dos 
* nor of all I enjoy, who is always a ſure refuge 
in every time of trouble! I had, tbrough his grace, 
reſigned John into his hands, to-diſpofe of according 
to his good pleaſure, and thought the reſignation I 
felt was a preparation for his death: but it hath 
ſeemed good to the atl-wife God, to rebuke the diſ- 
order, ſo that he is likely to praiſe the Lord, in the 
land of the living. | | - 
My aunt —— lately ſpent a day with me. In many 
reſpects I think her a valuable woman; but I fear ſhe 
has not yet learned that leſſon, Know thyſelf.” = 
It was with delight, and thankfulneſs, I heard that 
yorNyere marvellouſly aſſiſted in dealing out the ter- 
rors okthe Lord. I eould rejoice in the loſs of your 
company (however/ loved) did I always hear ſuch 
a:ſnpport me. O my love, what is our 
life worth, if it be not devoted to the ſervice of our 
good God, who never grew weary of his labour of 
- love fox us, till a ſhameful death put an end to all his 
cares and forrows, endured for the redemption of a 
loft race? Even now he pleads our cauſe; and, Iam 
ſure, both you and I experience that it is owing to 
his interceſſion that we are yet the ſpared monuments 
of divige mercy. N 
Your friend Mr. D — is no more. Death has 
now ſummoned him to give an account of his ſteward- 
ſhip. I am informed that he died very rich, and left 
but {goo to his wife. Well may we ſay, he heaped 
up riches, and could not tell who ſhould gather them. 
When I hear of ſuch a death, it generally raiſes this 
reflection, © Oh, how happy would it have been, 
had that man dedicated all his time, wealth, and abi- 
lities, to pleaſe and glorify God!” And I think it is 
often a means of ſtirring me up, to take the kingdom 
of heaven by violence. I dare 


—— 
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1 dare not ſay, 1 long for your return, as I hope 
you are uſefully employed; and that is my conſola. 
tion. Indeed, I think my God has, in a great meaſure, 
diveſted me of my own ſelf-love, and ſelf. will. l 

long for his whole will to be accompliſhed i in me, 
whether by joy or grief. Lord, take me, ſeal me 
for thine OWN. 


10 Selfiſh purſuits, and nature's maze, 
The things of earth for thee I leave. 
Strange fires far from my ſoul remove— 


=y ev ry act, word, thought, be love.” 


I * a letter, db day, from our dear fiſter in 
Dublin, filled with complaints of her own great un- 
faithfulneſs, and unbelief. Surely ſhe is a true mourner 
in Zion; and, as ſuch, I truſt, will have abundant 
conſolation, after ſhe has ſuffered awhile. 

Preſent my affectionate regard to our brother Creigh- 
ton. Ve both have my prayers that ye may mightily 
hake the kingdom of hell, and eſtabliſh the peaceable 

goſpel of the meek and lowly Jeſus. 

Mr. B from K , has called here, to requeſt 
you will thortly Pay a viſit there, on the Lord's-day. 
He ſays that many people ſeem in a very doubtful 
way—that numbers have left the meeting—and that 
the general cry is, when will Mr. Smyth come ? 

I think it is now time to conclude, by aſſuring you 
I temain | 


Your unworthy but loving Wife. 


Fe 3h 


| Wenne deen 
To her Huſband. 


Down. 


My very dear Friend and Huſband, 
Was much ſurpriſed, and, indeed, I may own, 
ſhocked at the account of poor Harriſon's approach- 


ing death. Oh that it may be a means of making me 
conſider 
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conſider how frail I am! It has already put me on 
more watchfulneſs—oh that I could add, diligence, 
jeſt I ſhould fail of the grace of God! It immediately 
occurred to me, that, perhaps, your labours might 
haſten the ſpan of jour days, I know it is a glorious 
cauſe to die in; yet, my dearelt love (that is, of an 
earthly flame) do take a little care of your body: 1 
do not mean ſo as to omit preaching ; but, before and 
after, take more refreſhment, for your ſtomach's 
ſake. Ilongfotthe day of your return. God grant 
us a joyful meeting, if it be his bleſſed will! ; 

I have been witneſs to ſome diſtreſſing ſcenes, ſince 
your departure. After viſiting ſome of the ſick in 


the infirmary yeſterday, a woman earneſtly entreated 
me to lip into a little ſhop, on entering which, I 


beheld a man in an adjoining room, wreſtling with 
God in prayer, and a moſt powerful one it was. Hewas 
ſweating and trembling, through the violence of his 


diſtreſs. On his concluding, I beſought the Lord 


for him, and he was quiet all the time ; but when I. 


ceaſed, he cried out, All my peace is gone again: 
then pointing to a place under the dreſſer, as 1f he 
ſaw ſomething, he exclaimed, © There—there.” As 
he pulled me forward, I underſtood this as a call to 
renew my ſupplications, which I did, and afterwards 
ſung an hymn with him, in which he joined. He 
looked ſo very wild, that I was ſomewhat terrified ; 
therefore, I took my leave of him, intending to 
bring J——B—— to him; but finding he was out 


of town, I brought C-——'s wife with me, who 


talked and prayed with him. He inſiſted he faw 
an apparition, and was often pointing to it. He 
{aid that the Lord's mercies had been great to him, 
as he had given him a call to repentance, when he 
looked not for it: but he accuſed himſelf for being 
diſobedient to the heavenly calling, and not prac- 
tiling the things he had read. When I went to 
him firſt, a man told me in a whiſper, that I need 

| | not 
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not be alarmed, for that it was only the wind which 
had got into his head, as he had left off drink too 
ſuddenly, and had not taſted any thing for two 
days. This only confirmed me in the belief that 
he had a real conviction of his loſt eſtate. In the 
evening, I ſent J_— B——, but was ſur. 
priſed to hear that he would not be admitted, as 
they were putting a bliſter on the man's head. I 
went twice this day. The firſt time, they were try; 
ing to dreſs his bliſter; but he ſeemed extremely 
angry, and even ſwore. When I called again, his 
wite told me no one ſhould ſee him, as he was 
lying quiet. I am afraid they will put him out of 
his ſenſes in reality. He has been a moſt notorious 
wicked liver, and kept a whiſkey-ſhop for Mr. 
C-— 
proſper. 
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To her Huſband.” Fe 


| 2 N 
HE day my deareſt love left me, I was much 
oppreſſed with heavineſs, and unwell in body. 

The enemy took advantage of this, and would fain 

have robbed me of my confidence, by ſaying, 
«© Where is now thy God?” And, at the ſame. 
time, I had ſcarce power to lift up mine eyes unto 
the hills from whence-cometh my help and my 
ſalvation. A conſtant ſenſe of my great unprofit- 
ableneſs keeps me very low. I think Iam not zea- 
lous enough for the ſouls of my periſhing fellow- 
creatures. Silence is more ſuitable. to my preſent 
ſtate of mind, and I fear I give too much way to it. 

I alſo find it hard to conſent to your abſence: yet, 

notwithſtanding all my vileneſs, I would not wiſh 

to live to * alone. God's will be done on 

earth, as it is done in heaven! 85 

I ſhall 


; but the gain of unrighteouſneſs cannot 
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I 1 thall hope for 3 a letter on Wedrieſday morning. 


The leaſt account of your welfare is acceptable to 
| - Your eng. dvtitul Wife. 
Since I wrote the above, my God. in 1 ſore degree, 
has opened the intercourſe between him and my 


ſoul. I could praiſe him with grateful lips, while 


aſſembled with his choſen. 


. $4044 044404004044 040 
| To her Huſband. | 


/ Bae ö 
KNOW, from the affectionate tenderneſs I have 


ſo often experienced from my deareſt huſband, 


it will give you pleaſure to receive a line from 


my own hand, though written in bed. I think I 
am as well is when you left this, though I ſtill 
find a great weakneſs, Surely, the Lord is worthy 
to be praiſed, who has raiſed me up from the 
power of the grave. May my future life declare 
his praiſe! I have a ſtrong hope that you and I 
{hall be among the ranſomed of the Lord, who 
come to Zion. It is probable my next letter will 
be proportionably longer, according io the ſtrength 
I may gain between this and that time. Though 
my love is ſtrong, my words muſt be few, at pre- 
ſent; but, believe me, you are very dear to. 


Your AGNES. SMYTH. 
n 
To her H uſband. 


Liſburn. 
My ever deareſt 1. 


I AM, this day (glory be to God!) cena from 


the pain and fear of a ſore breaſt, with which I 
was . threatened, * * * - 
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I had a lively conviction on my mind, for what 
1 the Lord cauſed me to be afflicted. I found 
was not pure in heart, and, therefore, became 
humble, confeſſing with ſhame, that I had not been 
watchful enough over the motions of my corrupt 


nature, which I know muſt be denied, by cutting | 


ht hand, and plucking out the right eye. 

I muit acknowledge my ſpirits were ſomewhat 
depreſſed on account of your abſence. Oh, .you 
e dear, very dear to me; yet, I hope, the fer- 


things here, and afterwards receive me into his 
lory. | N 
This is ill written, but Jam in bed to-day, as I. 
think it needful to be a little careful. Let us be 
of good cheer, as I hope we will not be much 
-Ignger ſeparated. Remember at the throne of 


[race | 4 
Your loving, and dutiful Wife. 
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Io her Huſband. | 
| | | | „ 
1 REJOICE in the proſpect of ſeeing my dear- 


eſt huſband, ſome hours after the receipt of 
this. I hope the remnant of our days which we 
ſpend together ſhall be dedicated to him, who hath 
done ſo great things for us; and that his late mer- 
cies, in raiſing me from my confinement, ſhall 
kept in remembrance. I have recovered ſince you 
left me, according to your wiſhes. ' 
Being kept a little buſy in ſettling all my affairs, 
1 muſt bid you farewell for the preſent. I remain 
Your own A. S. 


To 


tion I feel is ſuch as will he approved of God, 
who, I truſt, will guide me with his counſel in all. 


and plenteouſneſs of tears to drink, 


1 27 | 
T0 her Huſband. 


1 | Billanderry. 
My own Darling, | 
ILLIAM is ſtill alive, but, its thought, 
cannot continue ſo long, without a ve 
uncommon interpoſition of Providence. His ſub 
ferings, ſince you left this, have been great.. He 
was taken fo very ill ſoon after your departure, that 
I diſpatched a ſervant, in hopes to overtake you at 
Liſburn, but he was two hours too late. 
doctor is here at preſent, and ſays he never knew 
a child recover that was ſo ill. He apprehends a 
putrid fever will end his life. O my God, take our 
child into thy care and keeping ! He is thine do 
what ſeemeth good in thy fight. Through Chriſt 
ſtrengthening me, can give him up. What though | 
the Lord giveth me the bread of affliction to eat, 
this ſhall all 
work together for my good. To his will may I 
be reſigned in ſickneſs and health, in eaſe, —_ 
pain. \ 
We ha bo expecting, almoſt every minute, 
that the child would draw his laſt breath. It is 
wonderful he ſurvives ſo long. Oh, may you be 
kept in ſafety, who art neareſt my heart or earth! 
I believe you know I am 


. | _ Your's in the deareſt ties. 
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T o her Hulband, 
Liſburn. 
MY 1 love, when ſhall l ſee you? My 
ſoul is weary of the unprofitable and vain 
converſation I am daily ſubjett to hear: yea, I am 
fore vexed when J hear the counſel of that God 
whom I deſire to love, ſet at nought, I hoped to 


B 2 have 


The 


(8 ] 
Have been comforted with a few lines from you 
this morning; but in patience I will ſtrive to poſſeſs 
my ſoul. Surely, abſence from you is grievous to 
be borne ; yet I muſt deny my rebellious heart its 
deſire, when my God, and my Governor's glory is 
concerned. I think this corruptible clay clogs my 
immortal ſpirit, in ſome degree, ſo my I cannot 
fully rejoice in hope of the glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed, when fleſh and blood is done away. 
Il am ſtill able (glory be to God!) to go about a 
little, though I find great weakneſs of body. Oh, 
what reaſon have I to prepare to meet my God, 
not knowing the day, or the hour, when J ſhall be 
called to judgment! + = 
Mrs. D —, who came lately from Limerick, 
has informed one of our friends that Mrs. I 
has hearty deſires to flee from the wrath to come. 
She often makes Mrs. D acquainted with her 
diſtreſs of mind, and tells her that Mr. I-—— has 
taken an oath he will never live another day with 
her, if ſhe ever goes to a Methodiſt-preaching, 
which, I underſtand, has ſo intimidated her, that 
{he has not ſince ventured. Might not a line from 
you be uſeful to her? N 


May God direct your ſteps aright, and keep you 


—— — Rand. n 


in all your ways, that, having your eye ſingle, your \ 
whole body may be full of light! I believe you [ 
know you are dear, inexpreſſibly dear to I 
*— Your affectionate, and dutiful Wife. n 
| a 
ef EK KK KK W 
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To her Huſband, | 
Liſburn. I 


1 the repeated proofs I have had of your 
tender affethon, I know you would wiſh me 
to be punual in writing to you: and how could! 
neglett communicating my ſentiments to one, ww 

| =o whom 
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whom my heart is ſo united! Oh, glory be to that 
God who gave you to me! I ſee more and more 
reaſon to be thankful to him for this particular in- 
| flance of his love to me, undeſerving wretch that 
I am. Oh, how ſhall I pay the mighty debt I owe, 
from firſt to laſt, to my almighty benefactor! But 
he requireth not ſacrifice, elſe would I give it to 
him: yet a broken and contrite ſpirit he will not 
deſpiſe; and, at preſent, I feel, in ſome degree, 


melting of heart, and holy ſhame, that I do not 


live more to him, who died for me. I long to love 
my Saviour with all my powers, and to ſerve him 
with all my might. Oh, pray that he may pertect 
what is lacking in my ſou} ! 


The Lord has been pleaſed to try me in a tender 
point, this day, My darling little Johm is very 


unwell, exceedingly feveriſh, and has other unfa- 
vourable ſymptoms. I confeſs my fears were all 
on the alarm, till I recollected him who is. mighty 
to ſave. We apprehend: he is either taking. the 
fmall-pox, or worm-tever. I ſhall not cloſe this 


letter till pretty late, as we mean preſently to give 


him a puke. 


It is now after ſupper. John's medicine operated 


very powerfully, both by puking, ſtool, and per- 
ſpiration; yet I think there is but little alteration. 
Indeed, he is extremely ill.  O-my God, enable 
me®to caſt this, and every other care on thee, who 
alone. canſt ſuſtain me in the trying hour. I am 
weak, but thou art ſtrong, and all-ſufficient to 
deliver. 

May the Lord be your comfort and counſellor} 


I ſtill remain 


Your loving Wife, 


—— — —— u vvl3— — ——— Rang, 
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To her Huſband. 


a 
My ever dear Ts 


OUR welcome letter was ; brought to me this 
evening by D— T J am glad to find 

he intends ſettling i in Strangford. as I hope it will 
be a means of joining the little flock there in a ſtill 
firmer union. : 
John is daily recovering. The pox on his face 


has blackened, and his appetite is good. Bleſs the 
Lord, O my ſoul ! 


I think you will not much approve of the encloſed 
publication. It appears to me to be written in a 
ſpirit which I would wiſh mortified in myſelf and 
others. We may thank God that we are not in 
Dublin at this time. Oh, may we always be found 
amongſt the few, who are endeavouring to perfect 
holineſs, in the fear of the Lord ! There is a danger 
of the candleſtick being removed from Dublin, if 
preachers and people do not repent, and do their 
firſt works. 

A ſhocking affair that has lately happened be- 
tween Mr. S and Mr. R , is a flagrant 
inſtance that the love of money 1s the root of alt 
evil. The ſtory is as follows * * * * u . 


Is not this enough to raiſe our gratitude to that 


God who has lo tar delivered us from all ſuch ſelfiſh 
purſuits ! 

The time of prayer is At hand, and the ſervant 
waits to carry this to the office: ſo, farewell, my 
own ſweeteſt of men. | 


% 


"Jo 
W 
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To her Huſband. 

Liſburn, 
OIN with me, -my deareſt love, in praiſing the 
: goodneſs of our common parent, who ſeems to 
have ranſomed our dear child from the pit of cor- 
ruption. He 1s, indeed, to all human appearance, 
as well as poſſible. YetT confeſs I ſtill feel a degree 
of anxiety about him; and though I fear it is ſinful, 
yet I have ſcarce ſufficient ſtrength to pray againſt 
it. Oh that the Lord may make him holy, harm» 
leſs, and undefiled ! ſo that, knowing the God of 
his father, he may ſerve him with a perfect heart, 
and with a willing mind. | : 
B B ſat with me ſome time, yeſterday 
morning. He thinks it would not be at all right 
for you, to put the preaching-houſe out of your 
own power. Oh, may God direct you to do what 

will moſt promote his glory ! | | 
I have been, theſe two days, in duties very diſ- 
agreeable to the fleſh; but, through grace, I was 
enabled to reſiſt nature, and take up the crols. 
Oh, may I never be flothful, but a follower of 
them, who, through faith and patience, inherit the 
promiſes! B ſaid to me to-day, ' © Nefly, if 
you ever turn back again, you will be fonder of 
tinery than ever you were.” I confeſſed ſhe ſpoke 
the truth, and replied, If I draw back to perdi- 
tion, my laſt ſtate will be worſe than my firſt.” 
Surely, even a ſtranger to godlineſs may ſometimes 
ſpeak right words. She then aſked me if I would 
go to the aſſembly to-night. © Yes (ſaid I) to the 
allembly of the ſaints ;” which anſwer brought on 
me the contempt of a certain gentleman whoſe 
name you may ealily gueſs. Oh, it is a happy 
thing to be accounted a fool, and treated as he 
filth of the world, for Chriſt's ſake ! I defire nothing 
5 B 4 but 
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but to follow the deſpiſed Gallilean through evil, 
as well. as good repor | 
I find it good to meet with the people of God, 
As I was going, this evening, to the prayer-meet- 
ing in B——'s room, I overtodk two ladies, whom 
I prevailed on to accompany me; and I hope that 
ſome words reached their heart. 80 
I do not find that abſence at all alienates m 
afiettions from you. Indeed, you lick cloſe to the 


| heart of | 
Your own A. S. 
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To her HRuiband. 
| : Liſturn, 
My very dear Comfort, | | 
V 7 HAT you ſeemed to foreſee is come to 
Y Y paſs. ſhe biſhop's nephew waited on my 
father this morning, and told him you wefe wrong 
in relating what paſſed between kim and you, as 
coming from the biſhop. My father, I beheve, 
was not inclined to ſpeak much upon the ſubject, 
but faid, if you were here, that you could anſwer 
for yourſelf, Therefore, as the other ſeemed deſi- 
rous you ſhould come to ſettle this affair, my father 
thinks you had beſt ſet. off immediately, as he ſup- 
poſes they will contradi& your advertiſement. O 
my love, rejoice, and be exceeding glad ; for, ſurely, 
your name is written in heaven, where your abode 
will ſhortly be, when the blaſt of the terrible one 
is over. All things ſhall work together for good. 
Comfort yourſelf with theſe words; and anticipate 
the joy of our meeting, which, you may be aſſured, 
I ſhall rejoice at. 


The Lord is very good to me. While ſinging 


the hymn before preaching yeſterday, he | 
bg 5 % Gave 


1 


1 33 7 


15 Gave to my eyes refreſhing tears, 
And to my ſoul chaſte hallow'd fires, 


I could almoſt ariſe triumphant over death and hell. 
Oh, fear not, thou of little faith. Thy God ſhall 
come, and that with a recompence. _ 

John is an unſpeakable comfort to me. He de- 
ſires me to tell you he is longing to ſee you. His 
memory is moſt aſtoniſhing, and his conception of 
things I think almoſt marvellous. He has picked 
up a great deal of Scripture, even out of his ſpel- 
ling-book. Surely, the Lord will glorify himſelf in 
this child. His ſayings are truly worth pondering 
in my heart. ä 

May God keep your mind in perfect peace, and 
grant us a happy meeting, for Chriſt's ſake! I hope, 
for the future, I ſhall be | | | 

Your loving, and dutiful Wife. 
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To her Huſband. 


My deareſt Love, 


1 THINK abſence appears a little tedious. Oh, 

9 is it thus with me? How often do I think 
it would be my defire to do, and ſuffer ſomewhat 
for my adorable Maſter ! but, the heart is deceit- 
ful above all things. When tried, I find my own 
inſufficiency to endure the croſs, and manifeſtly fee 
that I muſt be upheld by an almighty arm. I be- 
heve I could bear ſeparation from you better, were 
I not with thoſe who are entire ſtrangers to the 
Joyful ſound of goſpel-grace ; but, in this inſtance, 
| I will endeavour to let patience have its perfect 
work in my ſou]. From repeated proofs, I daily 
obſerve, that godline/s is profitable for this liſe, as 
well as that hd 2s to come. Witneſs the melan- 
B 5 choly 


Liſburn. 
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my ſpirits, in your abſence; though, I muſt own, 
I felt the weight of the croſs, for ſome moments, 


L in 3 


choly effect of ſin in this neighbourhood. Some 
young bucks, returning home, after the aſſembly 
here, rode over an infirm old man, who has ſince 
died. It is ſaid, they had never gone to bed. I 
ſuppoſe it was they who kept me awake, part of 
the night, ſerenading. Surely, to a ſpiritual mind, 
ſuch things ſpeak as effectually as an awakening 
ſermon. : . | 

I think if J hve to ſee you, your preſence will 
rejoice the heart of 79 | 

Your truly. affectionate, and dutiful Wife. 
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To her Huſband. 


2  Lurgan, 
I CANNOT omit writing to one ſo near and 
| dear to my heart, though nothing very material 
has occurred, ſince you left me. The reflection 
that you are on the Lord's errand, helps to ſupport 


after you bade farewell, Oh, will it not be a joyful 
thing to ſpend a whole eternity with one ſo much 
beloved on earth! May we be enabled to fight our 
way through, that neither may fall ſhort of that 
glorious reſt, through the deceitfulneſs of fin! 

My little charge is well. I truit you will think 
us both improved in looks, on your return, as I 
find myſelf gaining ſtrength. Surely, it is mercy 
all. May my future life be conſecrated to him who 
bath dealt ſo bountifully with me ! 


fn? 
To her Huſband. 


My beſt beloved of Men, 
RECEIVED your kind favour by J—- C—. 
I hope you find grace to caſt all your care upon 
him, who 1s able to deliver you from all undue 
anxiety about, temporal affairs. I find, from what 
C told me, you are tried in another way, by 
Jaile orethren, unatwares crept. in; but let it not dil- 
courage you, in the work of faith, and labour of 
love. You may have many ſeals of your miniſtry, 
even in Down, who will be your crown of rejoic- 
ing, in the day of Chriſt's appearing and glory. 

I am gaining ſtrength wonderfully faſt, and think 
I am, in every rcſpett as to my bodily eſtate, better 
than when you left this. Surely, I may fey, the 
Lord has been” my rock, my fortreſs, my caſtle, 
my deliverer, in whom I will hereafter truſt, if I 
be not worſe than the dull ox, or ftupid aſs. The 
Lord's mercies have, indeed, been infinite, yea, 
more in number than the hairs of my head: but 
oh! this will only aggravate my condemnation, if 
the reſidue of my life be not ſpent in his ſervice, 
which, by experience I can teſtify, is perfect free- 
dom. In what a black light the ſin of ingratitude 
appears to me! How wonderful to think that any 
creature ſhould lift up the heel againſt that kind 
hand which ſupplies its every need! O my God, 
let me not be amongſt the number. Make- me, 
and keep me thine for ever. 


Lurgan. 


My remnant of days 
| Let me ſpend to his praiſe, 
Who came a loſt world to redeem * 
My days are his due, 
. Be they many, or few, 
And they all are devoted to him.” 
2 B 6 Sometimes, 
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Sometimes, my heart has been overwhelmed with a 
ſenſe of my unworthineſs to receive ſuch benefits 
as God has graciouſly conferred upon me. How] 


different my preſent ſituation from his, who had 


not where to lay his head! + | | 


I bluſh in all things to abound— 
The ſervant is above her Lord.” 


If God pleaſes to ſpare us till we meet, I think 
your company wall be moſt cheering to 


Your loving, and dutiful Wife, 
$0799$$00000000005900905630000900004 


To her Huſband. 
Lurgan. 


My ever dear Love, 
Wi Sg few lines this morning received from you 


| were welcome, as they informed me of your 
ſafe arrival in Down. May the fame God who 
hath hitherto proſpered your journey, bring you in 
ſafety back to me, that we may, with one conſent, 
praiſe the God of our health, and our ſalvation ! 

I think I have gained bodily ſtrength ſince you 
left me; but, alas! I fear the cares of this world 
hinder my ſpiritual joy, The children are hourly 
a trial of my patience, as I cannot get them into 
that ſubjection, which is needful, in your abſence. 
Surely, you are an help meet for me, whoſe ſpirit 
is weak as graſs. Farewell. I hope, ſoon after 
the receipt of this, you will ſet forward to meet 


a loving wife in | 
| AGNES SMYTH. 


To 


/ 


To her Siſter-in-law, 
„ Caſtleward, 1774. 
My dear Siſter, 


W I LE the company below are engaged at 
cards, J have ſtolen up ſtairs to write you a 
few lines. | 5 ; 
Lord B r appears a very agreeable man, and 
his daughters equally ſo. They behave with great 
civility to me ; yet I really long to get into our own 
little habitation, which 1s now repairing, as I have 
it not in my power to ſpend my time according to 


a contented mind happy, as I would not, for the 
world, change my ſituation with theſe great folks. 
I long, with the greateſt impatience, to hear ſome- 
thing further about Mrs. Dolier, as I had really 
_ conceived a very ſtrong friendſhip for her, from 
our ſlight acquaintance. Your account of her con- 
verſation was moſt plealing. She muſt be happy, as 
death ſeemed to have no terrors for her. I muſt 
own, it was not the caſe with me, in my late illneſs; 
for, all my fins appeared in the blackeſt colours be- 
fore me, though I was convinced that the blood of 
our bleſſed Lord was ſufficient to wipe off the fouleſt 
crime. But oh, my want of faith was the obftacle ; 


x yet I truſt that the love of God will be ſhed abroad 
} in my heart, to remove its hardneſs, and root out 
1 my unbelief. | 1 1 
” It gave me great pleaſure to find there is ſuch a 
: change in Mrs. I May God enable her to 
- perſevere to the end, and entirely to put off the ald 


man, with his deeds, and to walk in neg. of life 
. for, it is certain, we muſt be born again. The oppo- 
" WH fition ſhe meets with from her huſband does not, in 
the leaſt, ſurpriſe me; as we generally ſee vice and 


godly ſorrow for ſin, 


To 


my wiſhes. I ſee a competency is enough to render 


religion more encouraged by the world, than a 
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be moſt ungratef{to the author of all good. 


riſhioners gives me the fincereſ! joy; and I truſt (with 
God's aſſiſtance) he will be the inſtrument of much 


Tuch profit from Mr. Law's works. 1 dare ſay, if 


bim in all other reſpects, as well as in regard to plays. 


mirth in D 
muſt have in being convinced of an error, will more 


than compenſate for any. ridicule that may, be thrown 
Le HEE. ; 


nity of worldly g gain, to let any unealineſs ariſe, on 
account of not having your houſes ſet. There is no- 

- - thing but diſappointment i in this world ; and, indeed, 
our very comforts have ſtill ſome allay ; * ſo that we 


derneſs, to the land of Canaan, is a very juſt type of 
the many enemies we have to encounter here, beipre 
'we can arrive at the promiſed land. 


Liſburn would be ſurpriſed at my forſaking, what 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. | 
1 5 Caſcleward. 


My ever dear Siſter, 


Have the fitistabtion to tell you that we are, /at 
laſt, ſettled in our own houſe; and, indeed, I 
never thought it poſſible that 1 could like retirement 
ſo well. I am erfectly content with my ſituation: 
and, indeed, if it were otherwiſe, I think I would 


The kindneſs ſhewn to Mr. Smyth by all his pa- 


ood amongſt them, and that we.ſhall be enabled, by 
Rafe, to lead a life, in ſome degree, ſuitable to our 
1 


1h profeſſion. 
. am glad to hear that Mrs. 1 


ks reaped 


ſhe will peruſe them further, ſhe will agree with 


I think, with you, that it will be the ſubject of much 
; however, the ſatisfatiion ſhe 


Jam ſure, you are toa'w ell . b the va- 


find there is no perfect happineſs here, nor any thing 
that dan ſatisfy a ſoul bound heavenward: The 


journey of the children of Ifrael, through the wil- 


You gueſſed right in thinking that the people of 


they 
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they call, pleaſures. Indeed, I have been greatly 
worried, and teized, of late, for not conforming to 
the ways of a wicked world. They little know that 
my wiſh is to be transformed, by the renewing of my 
mind, and to have clearer views of the things of 
God. 
A gentleman, who was diſtributing tickets for a 
ball, on my refuſing to take one, aſked me what rea- 
ſon I had. I told him I had ſeveral good ones; on 
which he was ſo polite as to reply, They can only 
be nonſenſical, and abſurd :” but, ſurely, this need 
not raiſe my wonder, ſince even Hervey's delightful 
works are looked upon as mere enthuſiaſm. A cler- 
gyman, breakfaſting with us ſome time ago, took 
up one of the volumes, whereupon I aſked him how 
he liked the work in his hand. He ſhook his head, 
ſaying, © Quite flighty—quite flighty.” + There are, 
indeed (ſaid I) many heavenly flights in it.“ “ Yes, 
I allow that (ſaid he) but he ſoars quite too high“ 
46 which Mr. Smyth made this reply, “ Surely,” he 
1oars no higher than heaven, and I hope you wiſh to 
de there.“ „ 
ee eee ee ee ee 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 
* dear ſiſter's letter came at a moſt ſeaſonable 
time, as I have ſcarce wanted. viſitors for an 
hour, ſince I came here, and have been ſurrounded 
with every thing that could diſſipate ſerious reflection. 
I agree with you in opinion, that we ought conſtantly 
to make uſe of the means that may bring us more 
acquainted with our duty ; and I am ſure a continual 
round of company can never anſwer that end. 

How little do you know of my corruptions, or 
you would not think ſo favourably of me. I do, 
indeed, feel that there is a great warfare 9 
| 0 
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the fleſh and the ſpirit; but how many enemies 
are to be conquered! the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil. Now, of myſelf, I am unable even to think 
a.good thought. Oh that 1 may be more deeply 
convinced of my own vileneſs, that I may the more 
gladly go to God, who has laid help upon one that 
ws mghty, and able to ſave unto the uttermoſt all that 
come unto him, heavy laden with ſin, and having no 
hope, but in his mercy! Alas! what can poor 
ſinners bring? What have we that we do not re- 
ceive ? 

In what humbling terms, my dear ſiſter, do you 
ſpeak of yourſelf! If I was to draw a compariſon 
between us, perhaps you might think it flattery; 
therefore, I {hall only ſay, * I admire you, and long 
to be ſuch as you are. 

Your advice 9 books of controverly, 1 
return you many thanks for. How apt are we to 
fall into error! therefore, how watchful ought we 
to be, only to read thofe books that Pw out = 
narrow path to heaven! 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Claſtleward, 1771. 

HAVE 15 informed that my dear ſiſter has 

had a return of the ſame complaint, which, in 

your laſt letter, you told me was removed. It is 

not in my power to offer any conſolation to one, 

ho is ſo well convinced of the tenderneſs of her 

og Father, and knoweth that he doth not vuil- 
lingly afflict or grieve the children of men. 

How diltreffi ing is poor Mrs. Dolier's condition! 
Yet I cannot think her half ſo wretched as ſome 
of my acquaintance, -, who enjoy uninterrupted 
health and affluence : for oh, they neither - have, 
nor thirſt for that peace, which not all the pomp 
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and ſplendour of this world can give. They who: 


look no further than the periſhing enjoyments of 
this life, may well be fuppoſed to fink under the 


5 preſſure of ſuch diſaſtrous events: but how differ- 


ent is it with thoſe, who are waſhed in the blood 


of the Lamb! They can look forward, with joy, to 


my dear Redeemer, Chriſt Jeſus. How often do I 
wiſh that my life was hid with Chriſt in God, and 
that I were entirely dead to this world, with its 


allurements and luſts! But, I fear, this can never 


be the caſe, while I aſſociate with thoſe who would 
rather laugh me out of any thing ſerious. Some- 
times, I think 1t would be better for me to ſeparate 
from them entirely: yet it might be ſaid to me, 
Who art thou that judgeſt another, When, per- 
haps, thou art encompaſſed with as many frailties 
thyſelf?“ ie II IEE I =. FH 
You juſtly deſcribe the blindneſs of man in ſpiri- 
tual matters, till the Spirit of God opens his under 


W handing. I muſt confeſs, with ſorrow, that if my 


eyes are in the leaſt opened, it is only juſt enough 
to convince me that I am poor, and blind, and naked, 


and in need of all things. Oh that I may be ena- 


bled to put> on the wedding garment, even Chriſt 
Jeſus, and his righteouſneſs! for, in no other 
clothing can I appear, with comfort, before the 
Judge of all the earth. , 
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To her Siſter-in-Law? 


tans | ; - __. Caflleward, 

I CANNOT poſſibly agree with my dear ſiſter, 
in thinking that working on the Sabbath-day can 

be allowed of by that God who has commanded, 
Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy : fix days ſhalt 
thou labour, but on the ſeventh day thou ſhalt do no 
manner of work,-&c. In earing-tume and harveſt thou 
ſhalt reſt. If he that knoweth what is for our good, 
be pleaſed to with-hold fair weather from us, ought 
we to revel againſt him? Should we not rather 
humble ourſelves, and confeſs that the fins of a 
guilty land juſtly deſerved this puniſhment ; and, 
when we are buffeted for our faults, take it patiently? 
Ii, indeed, we ſaw a fellow-creature dying before 
our eyes, for want of food, it would alter the caſe: 
but may not that God, who 1s able to do wonders, 
gracioully give us, on the following days, ſuch fa. 
vourable weather that we may reap the fruits of 
the earth? Or if not, can he not eaſily open the 
hearts of thoſe in affluence to relieve the wants of 
the poor ? But, after all, what avails human fore: 
ſight? for we are told, He that obſervetſi the wind 
ſhall not ſow, and he that regardeth the clouds ea 
not reap. How ſoon may our grain be deſtroyed, i 
even after all our care, by fire, or other accidents: 

I think 1t muſt argue great want of faith, when we 
cannot depend on the God that made us for our 
daily bread, How different was the faith of Abra- 
ham, who, againſt all probability of hope, offered 
up his only fon Iſaac, at the command of God! 
We cannot diſcern for what wiſe end he is pleaſed He 
to afflitt us; but the language of our hearts ough 
to be, like Job's, Though thou ay me, yet wi | 
truſt in thee. IT cannot think our bleſſed Savtours 
plucking a few ears of corn, to ſatisfy his immer 
ate hunger, can be the leaſt argument for our tak 


[43 | 
ing thought for the morrow, which he reproves, 
and tells us, Suffictent unto the day is the evil thereof, 
and deſires us likewiſe, not to labour for the meat that 
esiſlietli. 2 OI 
= You ſay, my dear ſiſter, that, I * have reaſon to 
W rcjoice in not being the friend of the world.” In- 
adeed, experience, as well as the Scripture, convinces 
me that the friendſinp of the world is enmity with 
W God; as I often hear abominably ſinful actions 
| commended, while every thing praiſe-worthy is 

turned into ridicule. a 

My aunt G———'s refuſing to dine at Lord 
B s, was thought very ſtrange. After being 
repeatedly aſked the reafon, 1 frankly told them 
that ſhe had ſpent the younger part of her life much 
Win company, but now devoted her time to ufeful 
ſtudies. They ſeemed much ſurpriſed at my an- 
ſwer, ſaying, that as people increaſed in years, they 
ought to go the more into company, in order to 
divert themſelves : but how ignorant are they of the 
Watisfaction ſhe enjoys! I ſee God be praiſed !) that 
religion muſt be felt, and I am equally ſure, that 


„hey who are influenced by its precepts, ſhall know 
concerning fundamental doctrines, whether they be 
of God, or men. I have lately read Theron and 
), Aſpaſio, which I think admirably calculated to 
| Wn {pire divine love, and to ſhew us the bleſſing of 


a Redeemer, in fulfilling all righteouſneſs, and 
dying on the croſs, as our ſurety. "544 


4 I have been ſhocked to hear that my aunt H—— 
el W's worſe than ever. If it ſhould be God's bleſſed 
el to take her hence, I truſt, as her earthly frame 
od {<< cays, her ſpirit will rejoice in God her Saviour. 


1hat you and I may alſo experience this happineſs, 
n our laſt moments, is the ſincere prayer of 
Your ever obliged, and affectionate, Siſter, | 


Ds 
We - 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 
| 3 Calerward, Jan. g, 1776. 
My dear Siſter, 5 0 ; 


W.. a gratification would it have been, 
both to Mr. Smyth and me, could you and 
our dear brother have ſpared time to ſpend ſome 
days with us here! Your ſociety is one of the things 
I now covet moſt in the world, as I think I ſhould 


Pu, wo "| oa AT 


1 


now know how to prize it, having been ſo long 3 
accuſtomed to converſation, which I am neither Wil ;; 
qualified for, nor like to join in. | 1 
Ihe biſhop of D , and Mrs. 1 —--———, Sit ;; 
John and Lady P——, have been at lord B-—' 
near this fortnight. His Lordſhip gave a- ball and MW + 


ſupper laſt Monday night. I would have declinet 
going, but Mr. Smyth thought it might be looked 
on as diſreſpect, and that we might ſhew our dillike 
as much, by ftaying but half an hour, and not par- 
taking of the amuſement: therefore, we went, 

The ladies ſeemed very hapyy at the thoughts 0 | 
my dancing, as they imagined I could not refuſe in 
tempting a bait, Mrs. 'T—— having informed then te. 
I was remarkably fond of it: but when they found jc. 
me reſolved: againſt it, it would have made yo! m. 
laugh to hear all the ſtories that were told about 
the Methodiſls. I aſſure you, the biſhop ſeemel 
highly entertained with them: but none of thel 
things were ſufficient to move me. Nay, the ob- 
jections raiſed were ſo very frivolous, and fo cor: 
trary to Scripture, that they only ſerved to ſtrengthen 
me in my opinions. One thing that was men 
tioned by Mrs, T „I cannot forbear relating 
Said ſhe, I once heard that ſtrange man Whute 
field preach at Edinburgh, and he made. uſe of tix 
rudeſt expreſſions. He told us, that thoſe fine 
ladies who dreſſed out in the pride of life, and 
frequentel 


| [ 45 J 
trequented playhouſes and aſſemblies, were like 
dunghills covered with ſnow, which, indeed, ap- 
peared very pure to the beholder, but within were 
full of corruption.“ g 


Mr. Smyth has read Mr. Fletcher's Appeal to 


of the fineſt human compoſitions that ever came in 
my way. 1 4 e ng Ree OT; 

How like my feelings are to the fears you men- 
tion leſt Satan ſhould pluck away the ſeed ſown in 
your heart. Indeed, 1 often fear that the luſts of 
other things entering in may rob me even of the 
ſmall glimpſe I have of my corrupt nature, and 
make me lean on the broken reed of my own un- 
righteouſneſs, as I may juſtly call it. | 


$396064000600000000005000840075004600 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Caſtleward, Jan. 31, 1775» 
HQ kind is my dear ſiſter to be ſo anxious 
about our future ſettlement in life! It would, 
indeed, greatly conduce to my happineſs, both 
temporal and eternal, to be ſettled near you; at 
jeaſt I now think ſo: but, we are ſhort-ſiglited 
mortals, and, therefore, ought to commit all our 
aſſairs by prayer into the hands of that God who 
knoweth whereof we are made, and, conſequently, 
can better judge what will agree with our perverſe 
wills and afftettions—perverſe I may well call mine 
—for oh, I fear, and feel, I do not turn to the 
Lord with my whole heart. O my God, deliver 
me from the bondage of fin! SH 
If the ſcheme you ſpeak of ſhould ever take 
place, believe me, the reproach of men would little 
alfect me, being thoroughly convinced that the 
world is at enmity with God. But what are we 
55 


me. As far as J am capable of judging, it is one 


1 1 
— — ———— 
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that we ſhould be afraid of men that ſhall periſh, 
and, to pleaſe their humours, ſhould forget thy 
Lord, our Maker ? We cannot love the world, and 
have the love of the Father in us; therefore, it. i; 
better (if the will of God ſo be) that we ſhould be 
made a gazing-ſtock by reproaches, than follow a mul. 
titude to do el. | 
I heartily join with you in regretting that the 
worſhip of God is become ſo much a form. Hoy 
many do I know who are enraged at the ſmallef 
deviation from the mode of worſhip as by law eſta. 
bliſhed, and yet will turn a deaf ear to the great 
truths of the goſpel, when they are contrary to 
their defires and purſuits. There is nothing,! 
think the world errs more in, than in their opinion 
concerning miniſters. Though told by St. Paul, 
that not many wije men after the fleſh, not many migh- 
ty, not many noble are called, but that God hath choſen 
the fooliſh things of the world to confound the wit 
and baſe things of the world, and things which an 
deſpiſed, yea, and things that are not, to bring i 
.nought things that are, yet many I converſe with 
are quite unmindful of this, and affirm that learnel 
men only can underſtand the Scriptures. A lady 
who was ſpeaking about the Methodiſts, lateh, 
in order to ſhew what a miſtaken ſe& they wer, 
produced this as an argument, We have not 
heard that many of the better ſort of people hav 
been made converts, as they are pleaſed to cal 
chem” e the rich and wiſe Jews of old ai 
concerning the Saviour of the world, Have any 9 
the rulers, or of the Phariſees believed on him ? Bit 
this people who know not the law are curſed. Hu 
not alſo the Lord of glory ſaid, No man can cont 
to me, except the Father, which hath ſent me, drai 
ham ? | 
Mr. Smyth's poor pariſhioners ſhew their love 
to him, though it is not in their power to _—_ 
8 1 
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his worldly circumſtances. There were 'many of 
them, lately, who wanted to petition the dean to 
increaſe his ſalary. He thanked them for their 
kind intention, but requeſted they- might not put 
it in execution. We could not forbear, afterwards, 


| diſcharge of his office would not recommend him 
to the dean. In a converſation that once paſſed 
between them, Mr. Smyth having quoted a text, or 
two, of Scripture, to ſupport his argument, the 
dean immediately ſtopped his mouth, ſaying, © Let 
us have no Scripture introduced—the leſs of that 
the better.” | * 2] 


CEP SISPESS SIE SSIS ESSESHISLSSSISIEIS 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Caſileward, Feb. 18, 1775. 


I'TH heart-felt pleaſure I received my dear 
ſiſter's letter, and readily acquieſce with 
what you fay. Indeed, I am ſo thoroughly con- 
vinced that there ſtill remains ſome of the old 
{eaven, even in my beſt ſervices, that I fear left 
Satan ſhould take advantage of it. and cauſe the 
very things that are for my peace to be an occa- 
ſion of falling. But, poor, miſerable wretches |! 
what have we to boaſt of? For, What have we, 


1 that we did not receive? And, who hath given to the 
ri Lord, and zt ſhall be recompenſed him again? as ſaith 
9 the apoſtle. My heart, ſenſible of its frailty, ſays 
zu ih Dr. Watts, | | : 

" „The very ſongs I frame, 

2 Are faithleſs to thy cauſe, 


And ſteal the honours of thy name, 
To build their own applauſe.“ 


It 


laughing about it, as I believe punctuality in the 
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1 I 
It was with great fatisfaftion I. received your Wi 
account of the converſion of the Jews at Gibraltar, Wi 
Our bleſſed Saviour, and the prophets, have fore. 
told of a glorious change to take place, before the 
coming of the Meſſiah to judgment; but, ſurely, 
we cannot have any reaſon to think that this will 
ever be effected by the lukewarm diſcourſes of 
our regularly-ordained miniſters, the generality of 
whom uſe no endeavours at all to bring in he ly 
ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, and but ſeldom preach 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, Now, when th 
tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people, are 
not proclaimed, what wonder if they, to zoom wert 
commnutted the oracles of God, are not won over by 
moral harangues. The law of God 1s pure and 
perfect, but being 2 through the fleſh, when they 
are informed that God ſent his own Son, in the lil 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin, condemned jin in tht 
fleſh, I think (with the aſſifſtance of God's Spirit 
they will rc the Scriptures, and the writings of 
thoſe prophets who predicted the advent of that 
Juſt and Holy-One, of whom their fathers were 
the murderers. 5 ty 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 
- A 5 Ca ſelruari 
W ſhould a ſenſe of your” own unwor 
| thineſs, my dear ſiſter, make you, in ai 
meaſure, deſpond? Remember that Chriſt cam 
to ſcel, and to ſave that winch was loſt. Bleſſed it 
od, there is no good quality required to mai 
s fit objects for God's mercy. Does not ou 
leſſed Saviour invite 8 come weary and cas 
laden with our fins, and promiſe that he wall git 
16 reſt ? Though in ourſelves. there is no hope, | 
us ſtedfaſtly truſt in the rock of our ſalvation, ail 
5 0 


49 ] 

as Iſaiah tells us, come to the waters of life, without 

W mon, and without price. Let not a ſenſe of our 
8 ruined and depraved condition drive us to deſpair ; 

but rather let it ſet us on ſeeking a remedy in the 

all-atoning merits of a dying Saviour. Not having 

an aſſured intereſt in his blood, 1s, I doubt not, the 


of cauſe of your uneaſineſs, as it is of mine. Oh, 

bow happy ſhould I think myfelf had I obtained 
3 | that precious faith, which ute the ungodly! 
0 


However, let us ſtill hope that God Almighty, of 
his infinite mercy, will yet make us his children 

by adoption and grace. How much are thoſe de- 
luded people to be pitied, who repoſe any confi- 
dence in their own good works, or (more properly 
ſpeaking) their filthy rags, as the prophet calls them! 
For, Mal is man that he ſhould be clean] or he that 


1s born of a woman that he ſhould be righteous. Be- 
50 hold, the very heavens are not clean in the fight of 
rit 


God! Then, how much more abominable and filthy ts 
nan, who drinketh uniguity, ike water ! However, 
though we are freely juſtzjied by grace, and not by 
rorks of T19hteouſneſs which we have done, yet we are 
told that Chriſt Jefus has redeemed us for this very 
purpoſe, that we ſhould be à peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. 23-10 : 
Be aſſured, you and my dear brother—are ſeldom 
omitted in my prayers: but oh, it is the fervent 
Poo prayer of a righteous man that availeth much. 
Let I will comfort myſelf with reflecting on the 
caſe of the poor publican, who ſmote upon his 
breaſt, ſaying, God, be merciſul to me, a inner: and 
our Saviour has condeſcended to inform us, that 
he went down to his houſe juſtified rather than the 
proud phariſce, who boaſted of his fine leeds. 
Was Mr. Smyth thoroughly convinced that the 
ſcheme you mention would promote the glory. of 
God, and the ſalvation of his foul, I th:ak he would 
be quite inexcuſable, were the opinMys of a deluded 
C world 


; | N 
E 5 1] A 
world to bias his judgment; as we are told, that 
except a man for/ake all that he hath, he cannot be 
Chrijt*s diſciple. But, being quite ignorant what is 
for our good, I hope the only wife God will grant us 
underſtanding to choofe aright. 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 
i | | Caſtleward, 
] CAN ho longer defer anſwering my dear ſiſter's 


A letter, though very unfit for any ſpiritual exer. 
ciſe. Indeed, the enemy of ſouls has thruſt ſore at 
me that I may fall; yet I have a goed hope becauſe 
of the word of the Lord, though fearfulneſs and 
trembling are, at preſent, my portion. O Adam, 
what haſt thou brought on thy wretched poſteriay! 
But, bleſſed be God, who has ſent his Son to break 
the fetters of ſin, and fo ſet the priſoners free. Oh. 
that he would make me free indeed-! Oh that he 
would now lhake this tenement of clay, and ſay 
unto my ſoul, “1 am thy ſalvation!” O ſweet 
Jeſus, delay no longer. Take me to thy breaſt, and 
hide me there, until the ſtorms of life be paſt; 
No earthly bliſs is worth our ſtay, or ſtruggle for 
another breath, 5 | : 

1 do not know whether I ſhould ſay Mr. Hawk- 
ſworth's illneſs gave me concern, as, I believe, it 
would be much for his advantage to be abſent from 

the body, By patient continuance in well-doing, 
may he attain eternal life! When we reflect on the 

uncertainty of our continuance here, ſurely, it will 

conſtrain us to pity thoſe who diſquiet themſelves in 
vain, fecking for happineſs where 1t 1s not to be 

found. My dear ſiſter, let you and IJ, with the 

bleſſing of God, leave © the city of deſtruttion” 

behind, and preſs forward to the heavenly Jeru- 

ſalem. The privilege there is, that there ſhall be 
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wo more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain; 
but, while we remain in the body, we ſhall be 
allailed by ,enemies, either from within, or without. 
To be ſure, I believe, that a ſanctified ſoul has 
always power to overcome temptations ; but I, alas! 
may truly ſay, # 
« [ fin in ev'ry breath I draw, 
Nor do God's will, nor keep his law, 

As angels do above.” | 


Oh that the Lord would' now come, and take full 
polleſſion of my heart, and ſeal me all his own! 
Till this be my happy caſe, I cannot enjoy perfect 
peace. May you and I be enabled 70 wr , 
with all ſaints, what is the length, and breadth, and 
Nl, and hieiglit of the love of God, which paſſeth 
knomteage! May my dear brother, likewiſe, be a2 
partaker ! So prays his, and 
Your truly obliged, and affeftionate Siſter. 


+$5000550505050300000000000000004908 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Caſileward, March 14, 1775. 
My dear Siſter, 50 MET | 
OUR correſpondence, be aſſured, I eſteem 
not only a pleaſure, but a bleſſing; and there- 
fore hope that you will often write-to me, while I 1 
am confined to my lying. in room at Liſburn. In- 
W deed, I muſt-confeſs, with ſorrow, that I want eve 
: nelp to quicken me, in the way of godlineſs. 
I think, with you, it is a very miſtaken notion 
that they who rely entirely for juſtification on the 
merit of Chriſt's ſufferings and righteouſneſs, will 
be indifferent as to what lives they lead. No 
they will rather crucify 2 own luſts, than crucrfy 
; 2 the 
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the Lord * Is it likely to think, that they whe 
are 1 enſible that nothing leſs than the blood 


of the Son of God could cleanſe them from their 
vileneſs, will again wallow in the mire of ſenſua- 


lity? Surely, it is more reaſonable 4» imagine, they 


will be careful to maintain good works, cknowing that 
they are — and 1 ka 2 But, ſee us 
not miſtake - they are not our Saviour for, his 
ou arm brought ſalvation, and of the people there 
were none with him. He hath effected a full and 
perfect redemption for us; and free grace alone 
can enable us to lay hold on the benefits of his 
croſs and paſſion.s Will not reflection on the mar- 
vellous loving-kingdneſs of God our Saviour inflame 
our gratitude? And are we not told, by unerring 
truth, that / we love God, wwe will keep his command 
ments. The apoſtle ſays, While we were yet without 


firength, in due lime, Chriſt died for the ungodly, 


Will not, Chriſtians, therefore, be daily celebrating - * 


the riches of his grace? But, who is able to ſhew 
forth all his praiſe ? For, as the wiſe ſon of Sirach 


_ obſerves, © We may ſpeak much, and yet come 


hort: wherefore, in ſum, le is all. How ſhall we 
be able to magnify him? für, he is great above all 
his works. Exalt him as much as you can, even 
yet will he far excced: and when you exalt him, 
put forth all your ſtrength, and be not weary, for 
you can never go far enough. Who hath ſeen him, 
that he might tell us? And who can magnify him 
ashe wr. | | 5 

| You were the firſt that informed me of dean 
Hewkins's preferment. I ſincerely hope he may 
prove a worthy prelate, and 10 ae as we 
as precept, be a bleſſing to the numerous flock, 
over which he is made overleer, | 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


o_— Liſburn, April 29, 1775- 
My dear Siſter, 


5 Letter from you always gives me the higheſt | 


pleaſure, and it is a great ſatisfaction to have 
ſuch a one to communicate my thoughts to: for, 
indeed, there are few here that I have any comfort 
in converſing with. I find none who ſay, Come, 
and I wilt tell you what great things God has done for 
my /oul, They are not, like the Pſalmiſt, zelling of 
tus /aloation, pt day to day. No, the word of God 


is unto them a reproack—they have no delight in it. 1 


am not ſurpriſed that ſo few ſtudy the Holy Sorip- 


tures am ſure, from the ſentiments many utter, 


they cannot think that either the threatenings, or the 


precepts of the goſpel, extend to the preſent time. 
But it is not to be wondered at; for, certain it is, 
till the Spirit of God Mews us our inward depravity, 

the ſcriptures of truth are as a ſealed book. 

Oh, my dear ſiſter, I may truly ſay with St. Paul, 
gave continual ſorrow for my brethren, my kinſmen 
according to the fleſh. It is — grievous to ſee thoſe 
we love travelling in the broad way; but I will en- 
deavour to leave all to the Almighty, who can, and, 
I hope, will open their blind eyes. 

It is with impatience Mr. Smyth and I long for 
the arrival of Mr. W——. How can my dear ſiſter 
think we would be aſhamed to acknowledge the ac- 
quaintance of- ſuch a follower of the meek and 
lowly Jeſus. I aſſure you, it gives me great con- 
cern that I cannot have it in my power to thew him 
that hoſpitality which I think his labours of love 
deſerve. However, we ſhall attend his exhortations, 
though we cannot have his company. As to any 
reflections which may be thrown on us, on that ac- 
count, I hope the Lord will enable us not to fear 
the reproaches of men, knowing 7 we yet pleaſed 

| C3 men, 


n 
men, tue ſhould not be the ſervants of Chriſt. Our Ss. 
viour has warned us, that, EXCEPE WE hate father, and 
mother, and wife, and. children, and brethren, and 
ſiſters, yea, and our own life alſo, we cannot be has di 
ciplese and he has deſired us to count the coft, whe- 
ther we have ſuffictent, leſt, haply, when we have laid 
the foundation, we ſhould not be able to ſiniſi it. Oh, 
how very, very {trait is the gate that leads to life! 
We muſt take up our croſs daily, and forſake all 
that we have, knowing that no man, having put his 
hand to the plougli, and looking back, is fit for .the 
kingdom of God. How many endure for a whale, and, 
by and by, when ger /ecution artjeth, becauſe of the word, 
are offended, Oh, may it never be the caſe with 
you, or me! but may we. be /led/a/t, 1mmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much 
7 we know that our labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
ord, | 
It the Lord be pleaſed to ſpare John, J hope he 
will grow up in grace. I aſſure you, the love of 
God ſeems, at preſent, his reigning paſſion, and! 
think his removed entirely all unruly ones. Having 
lately ſhut bimſelf up in a room, his aunts ha 
curioſity to look through the key-hole, to ſee what 
he was about; but how were they ſurpriſed to ob- 
ſerve him on his-knees, praying to his Maker, 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 
Liſburn, May 11, 1775: 
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My ever dear Siſter, 
Y OU may reaſonably think it ſtrange that I have 
not, before this time, anſwered your valued 
letter; but, indeed * tell you the honeſt truth) 
my time, ever ſince I came here, has been fo taken 
up with receiving viſitors, that I was glad (whenever 
I had a minute to ſpare) to retire to my ern 
. order 


E 
order to recollect, and . my ſcattered thoughts. 
Surely, if I be kept here from the ſnares of tempta- 
tion, it muſt be by the Lord, my ſtrength : for oh, 
Imuch fear my own deceitful heart. It is recorded 
that the city of Athens was wholly wrven to idolatry ; 
and, I am ſure, it may juſtly be fa „that this town 
is wholly given to vanity, a few defpiſed Chriſtians 
only excepted. But, . notwithſtanding the many 
formal viſits I receive, I do not experience the ſame 


cordial regard, from any of my acquaintances, that 


I formerly did. I remember a ſpeech Mrs. P—— 
once made in my hearing, which, at that time, ſur- 
priſed me very much, viz. that © ſhe looked on it as 
a very bad ſign, When there were any of her ac- 
quaintance that every one ſpoke well of:“ but I am 
now ſo far of her opinion, that I fear left I ſhould 
be too — to a wicked. world—for. our. bleſſed 
Lord (of whoſe word not one jot, nor one tittle 
jhall paſs away unfulfilled) hath ſaid, Wo be unto you, 
when all men ſpeak well- of you and again, That 
which 15 highly efteemed among ft men is abomanation in 
the ſight of God, 2 —Z 
It gave me great pleaſure to hear of Mr. Weſley 8 
arrival in Ireland. I think it a pity, his converſation - 
ſhould be thrown away on the gueſts which are now 
at your houſe, I ſtill live in hopes I ſhall have the 
happineſs of ſeeing him, and of taking fweet counſel 
with the children of God, What a delightful thing 
is it to be with thoſe who daily exhort ont another. 
whale it 7s called to-day. 3 CET 
There is a ſmall ſociety of Methodiſts in this place, 


but all of the meaner ſort. I cannot tell you how 


much my. heart warms to thoſe poor people * 101 
give the vulgar expreſſion. I went, laſt Sunday, to 
hear Mr. Payne preach, for which (you may ima- 
gine) I was pretty well cenſured : however, I thought 
myſelf ſufficiently repaid. Indeed, . my dear ſiſter, 
I have many things to combat. with here: and oh, 
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what a poor, miferable, impotent, blind wretch am 
I! Yet I will glory in my infirmity, knowing that 
God's ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs. _ 

I do not expect to ſee Mr, Smyth till Tueſday 
next, as his flock requires all his attention. at this 
ſolemn- ſeaſon. Oh, may God give him abilities 
luited to his great work, that he may give up his 
charge with joy, when the great Shepherd ſhall 
appear! 5 | 

We are very thankful to our dear brother for his 
kind intention of ſending the pamphlet, written on 
lv momentous a ſubject. I am well pleaſed to hear 
that there are ſome who are zealous for the honour 


of God, as it is now (with ſorrow I ſpeak it) grown 


ſo uncommon. I am ſure we may cry out with 
David, The faithful are miniſlied from the earth. 
Farewell, my dear ſiſter. May the Lord increaſe 
your faith, and, at laſt, bring you to. his eternal 
kingdom] The ſame prayer is offered up for my dear 
brother. by big ² 8 | 
Your truly affetonate, and much -obliged Siſter, 
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' - *" To her Sdlleran-Law.:: 
„ „„ : Liſburn, 
REES SED for ever be the Lord, my dear ſiſter, 
| I have, at length, been enabled to overcome, 
and have caſt in my lot with the deſpiſed followers 
of the Lamb. Oh how manifold are the mercies of 
God ! or, ſurely, before this time, he would have 
left me to the folly and vanity of my own will, as! 
have often atted againſt convittion, and ſtifled the 
remorſe of my conſcience. I yainly imagined that 
the duty I owed my earthly parent ſhould keep me 
from doing any thing contrary to his will; but J 
now ſee, that it was the fear of man. I would have 
deceived myſelf by imputing it to a better cauſe. | 

. am 


5 


1 h _ 


1 


am ſhocked to think what a dreadful ſentence hung 
over my head, while I continued under this terrible 
miſtake; for it is written, Curſed ts he that putteth 
his truſt in man, and taketh man for his defence, and 
tn has heart goeth from the Lord. : 
For ſome days after I came to this town, I was 
frequently uneaſy, being very deſirous to go to the 
Methodiſt-houſe ; but, fearing the reproach of men, 
and the cenſure of all my acquaintance, which, I 
knew would unavoidably purſue me, I had not cou- 
rage to forſake all, though I really believed it would 
bea great means of my obtaining the pearl of great 
rice. But, yeſterday fortnight, having heard a 
very dull diſcourſe, in which the door of hope 'was 
faſt ſhut, I found myſelf ſo little profited, that I re- 
ſolved, at all events, to go where I might hear the 
glad tidings of falvation. Accordingly, againſt the 
opinion of many, down ftreet I went, but not with 
that praying heart and pure intention which all 
ought to endeavour to obtain, that go to hear the 
word of God. Shame overſpread my cheeks—1 
feared to look any one in the face. I could not 
raiſe the ſong of gratitude to him who inhabiteth . 
eternity; and it was with trembling ſteps I reached 
home again. However, I received ſome profit, and 
reſolved to go again. Accordingly, the Wedneſday 
following, having prayed to the Lord for grace to 
ſtrengthen me, and by his Holy Spirit to open my 
darkened underſtanding, that I might fee the won- 
ders of his, law, the Lord heard my prayer; for I 
went without the leaſt ſhame or dread. Mr. Payne 
preached. His text was from the prophet Jeremiah 


xxili. 29. Is not my word lile as a fire, faith the Lord, 


and like a hammer that breaketh the roch in pieces ? 
The Lord bleſſed the word. I found the goſpel 
was indeed the power of God wnto ſalvation, and 
heartily joined in the prayers and ſongs of the cot- 
gregation, and returned home rejoicing. - 
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Having reaped ſuch benefit, I prayed that the 


Lord might give me ftrength to ſubdue the world, 


the devil, and the fleſh, and, on Saturday - even- 
ing, ſet out, but was overtaken by my aunt Gayer, 
who informed me I was too early, but ſaid, if ! 
would come with her to Mrs. C-—'s, I would find 
many, who, though poor in this world,. were rich 
in faith. Now 1t was that all my reſolution failed, 


for I knew, that if I once entered this poor woman's 


houſe, I would for ever be branded with the, 
name of a Methodiſt; and, what I dreaded more, 
would bring on me the diſpleaſure of all my friends; 
therefore, f abſolutely refuſed. My aunt would not 
be denied, reaſoning with me, that it was the ſug- 
geſtions of Satan who raiſed ſuch 1 to affright 
me. Sure (ſays ſhe) you cannot forget that St. 
Paul lodged with Simon the tanner.“ Her argu- 
ments prevailed. I went with her, but reſolved to 
return at tea-time. Mr. J——, Mrs. C—,, her 
two daughters, and a travelling preacher (named 
M) made our company. But why ſhould I 
forget a poor ſtocking-weaver, a moſt eminent crea- 
ture, qne who has been deeply convinced of fin, 


and the bleſſing of a Redeemer? O my dear ſiſter, 


vou cannot think what a happy little ſociety we 


had. I was not above half an hour with them, till 
J reſolved to paſs the evening in their company, 
and forget all behind. The poor widow gave us 


our tea moſt comfortably, and gratitude raiſed a 


ſong of praiſe for the refreſhment; and afterwards 
we tell down before his footſtool, © to whom all 
hearts are open, all deſires known, and from whom 
no ſecrets. are hid.” We then went to the houſe 
appointed for inſtruction, and I continued in great 


happineſs, gaining further acquaintance with thoſe 


wao ſeemed ſo zealous for their heavenly Maſter's 
glory. Laſt night I had the enjoyment of meeting 
thei again, and ſtayed to the ſociety, which I thought 
very improving. It was given out there would be 

| 3 another 


44 * 


0 


E 


anotlier preaching at five this morning. At the 
time I had not atiy intention of going, but after- 
wards I could not get it out of my head, and ſo re- 
ſolved, if I awaked, to go. It is ſtrange to tell, yet 
i aſſure you, I waked a little before the time, ang 
while all the family lay afleep, I got out of the hall 
door, rejoicing. that I was enabled to offer up my 
prayers and praiſes to the throne of grace. : 

When I had returned home, it came into my 
head to viſit the valuable little circle, where I had + 
before ſpent ſo delightful an evening, as I knew I. 
would have an hour or two to ſpare before break- - 
faſt, which time I paſſed in a happy manner, and 
almoſt parted from them with regret. Mr. J— 
ſeems a ſenſible ſweet man. I find the Lord will 
fight for ſuch as fight for him ; for thoſe that ſeemed 
enemies to my way of thinking, are now at-peace 
with me. | | 1 

I am ſorry, my dear ſiſter, that you find the world 
ſo powerful an enemy; yet, I truſt, it is owing to a. 
ſenſe of your own great weakneſs, and conviction of 
the deceitfulneſs of your heart. Indeed, it muſt he. 
owned, that our eye muſt be ſingle. God will not. 
bargain with us—we cannot ſerve him and mam- 
mon. We muſt give up every thought, every de- 
lire to be brought into ſubjection to the goſpel of 
Chriſt. And is he not worthy of our whole heart? 
Shall we not gladly give up all — for his ſake, . 
who taſted death for us? Oh how eſtranged is that 
heart that does not find more cometinels in the be- 
loved than in all created beings! God is able to- 
break the ſhackles of ſin—the mountains ſhall flow 
down at his preſence: and he is able to ſubdue all 
thipgs to himſelf, yea even from ſtanes to raiſe up 
children unto Abraham. Fear not, then, thou worm 
Jacob, when poor and needy, I the Lord will hear— 
lay hold on my flrength, and make your peace. 
Oh, then, my dear ſiſter, let us reſign all, and follow 

C 6 Chriſt 
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Chriſt in the way of holineſs! For he hath faid, [au] 

never leave thee, nor for/ake thee. Praiſed be God, I can 
ſay, I never enjoyed ſuch folid comfort, as ſince he 
has, in ſome degree, enabled me to throw myſelf on 
his divine protection. I can now, though ſtill weak 
in faith, apply to my Saviour, and receive out of hi 
fulneſs grace ſufficient for me. Oh that Satan may 
not deprive me of my confidence in God!] for it 
would be better for me never to have taſted of the 
good word, nor to have known the powers of the 
world to come, than to crucrfy the Lord afreſh, by 

returning e the dog to his vomit. 1928 
The dear friends you mention I ſhould rejoice to 
ſee, but muſt leave all to Providence, who, I truſt, 
will yet give me the converſation of thoſe who love 
the Ling Jeſus in ſincerity. Oh how did I neglett 
the means of grace when in my power! But if! 
live to ſee Dublin once more, I hope I ſhall be 
enabled no longer to turn a deaf ear, and reſiſt the 
calls of God which lead to repentance. , Oh that 
you and I, my dear ſiſter, may have grace, with all 
ſaints, to underſtand what is the height and depth 

of the love of Chrift, is the earneſt Proven of 
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| To her Siſter-in-Law, 

| Liſburn, June 1775. 
, my dear ſiſter, what ſhall I render to the 
Lord for all the benefits that he hath done 
unto me! Oh that my tongue could ſhew forth all 
his praiſe, or that I were, in any meaſure, able to 
declare his power! How wonderful 1s his. goodneſs 
toward the children of men! Ob, may I be telling 
of his ſalvation, all the day long! He hath chaſten- 
ed and corretted me, but he hath not given me 


over unto death. I ſhall yet praiſe him, in the "my 
| | 8 


! — 


C3} |; 

of the living. © Oh, my dear ſiſter, I find I am leſs 
than the leaſt of all the mercies that I have recerv- 
ed. Thanks be to God who hath ſhewn me my 


made ſenſible that my inward parts were very wick- 
edneſs; yea, that my very beſt performances had 
the nature of fin. Yet, the Lord Jeſus, who is a 
merciful High-Prieſt, comforted me in all my afflic- 
tion, both - ghoſtly and bodily. Though weak in 
myſelf, I found his grace and ſtrength ſufficient for 
me. I may ſay, that he was about my path, and 
about my bed; yea, that he made all my bed in 
my ſickneſs. Never did I experience ſuch help, in 
. time of need, Mr. Smyth being abſent for a week, 
at the time I was worft. I think, it appeared the 
will of the Lord that I ſhould be deprived of all out- 
ward comfort, that ſo I might cleave, with more 
ſtedfaſtneſs, to the Rock of my ſalvation. I often 
lament I do not love my adorable Saviour more. 
Indeed, I find I have been very unfaithful to the 
grace given me. Oh that my ſins may never provoke 
the Moſt Higheſt to withdraw his favour, which is 
better than the life itſelf ! | 
For ſome days before my breaſt was lanced, I 
was very ill, through weakneſs, and a flight fever, 
that, generally, attends a bealing-; but the Lord en- 
abled me to leave all my concerns in his hands, and 
to be perfectly reſigned to his will. I believed allo, 
that he would not take me hence, til] he had per- 
tetted his work; and I knew that I was not meet 
tor the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 

Mr. Smyth. and I dined in company with Mr. 
Weſley at my uncle G——'s, yeſterday. We ſpent 
a moſt happy day. The ſweet old man ſeemed in 
good fpirits. What a blefling it is to enjoy the 
communion of ſaints! The wiſe ſon of Sirach 
ſaith, » Be continually with a godly man, whom 
thou knoweſt to keep the commandments of the 
Lord, 


utter helpleſſneſs, in my late illneſs. Indeed, I was 
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[ 69 ] 
Lord, whoſe mind- is according: to thy wind; and: 
who will ſorrow -with thee, if thou miſcarry.” | 


SSLSSSISSSLISSIS SES ESEDESILESES EIFS. 
To her Siſter- in-Law. 


Liſburn, July 11, 177% 
TY deareſt ſiſter's letter found me in a ve 

VI weak ſlate. My breaſt was ſo inflamed, for 
ſome days, laſt week, that every one imagined it 
would beal again: but (thanks be to the Father of 
mercies!) the inflammation is greatly abated. Oh, 
my dear ſiſter, ſurely, T have reaſon to thank the 
Almighty. for thoſe light afflictions, which, 
will be a means of weaning my affections from the 
things of earth, and fixing them on thoſe — 
Joys at God's right-hand, where all ſorrow an 
ſighing ſhall flee away. I find the Lord is preſent 
help, in time of trouble. He is the God of . 
ſtrength, and my falvation. 

The thought of ſeeing you and my dear brother; 
is a cordial to my ſpirits; but I am unwilling to 
' indulge the pleaſing reflection, not knowing what 
a day may bring forth. I think, that in this, and 
every other concern of hfe, we ſhould take no 
thourht for the morrow. J am ſure, if I live to ſee 
you, I ſhall have much more happineſs i in your 
converſation than I ever enjoyed: for (to tell the 
truth) like the wicked, Solomon deſcribes, I believed 
ye were made to reprove my thoughts; for your 


ways were not as my ways—they were quite of 


another faſhion.” But, bleſſed, and for ever bleſſed 
be my God, aka hath called me out of darkneſs 
into the marvellous light of his goſpe]. I truſt we 
ſhall now ſtrive to build each other up in 7he truth 
as it 15 in Feſus. Oh, my dear ſiſter, let us give 
up our whole © fouls and bodies, to be a reaſonable, 


holy, and lively facrifice unto God.” Let us put 


I truſt; | 


of 
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off the old man, which is deceitful, according to 


ſo ſoon paſleth away ; but, being ſtedfaſt in faith, 


ſo paſs the waves of this troubleſome world, that 
| we fail not, finally, to attain the land of everlaſting 

reſt, whither the Captain of our ſalvation is gone 
before. | EOS COR Ren i ; 
The living of Liſburn has not been diſpoſed of as yet; 
but, be aſſured, J am quite unconcerned about it. I 
truſt the Lord will ſettle us wherever we may beſt 
promote his glory, and the ſalvation of our ſouls; 
for, as to the good things of this life, I think, I 
die daily to them. SE e D 


pts dis cg &. Em r. E. . E r. E. &. det & - E. 
To her Siſter-in-Law. | 
d ' p 


Lſburn, July 21, 1775s, 

8 INCE ] laſt wrote to my deareſt ſiſter, I had a 
ſlight return of the weed, which affected my 
right breaſt in ſuch a manner, that I was obliged to 
ve means to prevent its gathering. Thanks be to 
the great Phyſician, who grveth medicine to hent our 


any complaint remaining in that breaſt. | 

I ſincerely ſympathize with you in your preſent 
crols. To be obliged to entertain company, who- 
are of the world, J am ſure, muſt be a fore burden, 
too heavy for any one to bear, who is ſeeking the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs. Oh, what 
reaſon have we to watch unto prayer, when for” 
every idle word that we ſhall eat, we ſhall gius an 
account in the day of judgment] But, my dear ſiſter, 
are we not abſolutely. deſired to come out from 
among/t them, to be /eparate, and to have no fellow- 


an 


the luſts thereof. Oh, let us not, jn the leaſt degree, 
be conformed to this world, the faſhion of which. 


joyful through hope, and rooted in charity, may we 


/icineſs He bleſſed the means ſo, that I have ſcarce 


- 


| * . 

Sip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs? The apoſlle 
prays that the Romans may be /:4e-mmnded one toward; 
another —that they may, with one mind, and on- 
mouth, glorify God. Now, I am certain, you would 

very ſorry to be of one mind with your world 
acquaintances. You cannot be = vaded (to uſe the 
words of St. Paul) that they are all filled with knowledge 
and goodneſs ; therefore, let us not be unegually yohed 
together with unbeltevers for what. fellowſhip hath 
rigliteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs ? Or, what commu- 
mon hath light with darkneſs? Of ourſelves, we 
cannot prevent our being entangled with the affairs 9 
this life; but this is the victory which overcometh t 
world, even our faith. We cannot be the friends 
of the world: for / we yet pleaſed men, we ſhould” 
not be the ſervants of Chrift. Oh, then, let us con- 
duct ourſelves as ſtrangers, and pilgrims upon earth, 
that have nothing to do but to work out our ſalvation; 
or thts world paſſeth away, and the luſt thereof ; but 
he that doeth the will of God, mercy embraceth him on 
every „de. | « 

I find a great loſs in not having thoſe to converſe 
with who are Hpiritually- minded; but I know that 
God 1s able to ſupply my lack of knowledge, by the 
teaching of his Holy Spirit. I think that the Lord 
ſometimes withdraws the light of his countenance, 
imorder to ſhew me my total inſufficiency, that fol 
may lean, with greater confidence, on my Beloved, 
without whoſe help Jam poor indeed. I am ſure 1 


may ſay, with St. Paul, that in me {that 2s, in n 


fleſh) dwelleth no good thing : from the crown of 1 | 
head to the ſole of the foot, there is nothing but wounds, 

and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores. Oh, thou healer 
of my breaches, ſpeak the word only, and thy ſervant : 
ſhall be healed! 5 N 5 


8 


To 


[I ji 


Th ber Siſter-in-Law, 


| „„ Liſburn, 1775. 
COULD ſcarcely have imagined that my dear 
ſiſter would have taken my Feta of ſpeech 

ſo well. Be aſſured, the duty of reproof is a fore 

croſs to me; but when I am deſired to rebuke my 
neighbour, in any wiſe, and not ſuffer fin upon hum, 

I ſhould fear my ſoul would go for theirs, were 1 

to hold my peace. You ſeem to think that it is 

neceſſary for your peace, that. every thing com- 
fortable ſhould be advanced. Forgive me, if I ſay, 
this would be daubing with untempered mortar. 

Mr. G, laſt night, by a quotation from Allein's 

Alarm, warned us Ive dealing, thus with any of 

our brethren, while we ſaw things in them con- 

trary to the will of God. I believe there ate many 
ſincere Chriſtians among the Calviniſts; yet I much 
fear their doctrines hurt many ſouls, by lulling them 
into a fatal ſecurity. 5 EFT] 

You ſay, it is the hardeſt thing in the world, to 
preſcribe rules for another's conduct. I allow, in 
many inftances, it is ſo. Yet, ſurely, we have all 
the ſame narrow path to tread—we have all the 
ſame enemies to encounter—and we muſt all have 
the ſame holy nature, before we can enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Now, conformity to the 
world 1s abſolutely contrary to the crucifixion of 
the old man, with his deeds, We muſt be dead 
with Chriſt, if ever we hope to hve with him. 

We muſt cut off the right hand, pluck out the 

right eye, and forſake all that we have, if, by any 

4 Wk we may attain unto the reſurrection of the 

Jun, — 2 : 

J hope, from theſeWlines my dear ſiſter will not 
be inclined to think that I mean to ſay, Stand by 
yep, for, I am hater than thou. Oh no—do not 

| give 


% 


1 66 J 


give way to ſuch a ſuppoſition. Frailty, and im. 
potence is my name. I fee myſelf all de filed 
yet, for this knowledge I will thank my heavenly 
ather. It is neceſſary I ſhould ſee my want of 
holineſs—the work of ſandctification could not, 
"Otherwiſe, be carried on. How often am I cold, 
and unthankful to the beſt of benefattors! Nay, 
with ſorrow I muſt own, I often ſin againſt him, 2 
letting my fooliſh heart wander from him. 0 
that my Saviour would now dehver me from this. 
body of ſin and death, and give me an inheritance 
among them that are ſanctified! | | 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


3 I ſend my very dear ſiſter Luther 

4 hymn, which will more powerfully ſhew that 

we ought to wreſtle againſt fleth and blood, than 
any arguments I can make uſe of. | 1 

I agree with you in thinking that it is an un. 

fpeakable bleſſing to have Mr. Smyth's ſentiments. 

coincide with mine; but, were it otherwiſe, I truſt. 

that the God of my ſalvation would enable me 

to do what was pleaſing in his ſight, and to; fear 

him, rather than man. I hope I will never aft 

againſt my conſcience to pleaſe a hufband, being 

expreſs]y told that except we forſake all, we cannot. 

be Chriſt's diſciples. Oh, ſurely, we have need. 

of the whole armour of God, in this our Chriſtian 

warfare, that we may be able to ſtand. “Is your 

„ Haac called for? oy ſome writer) Aſcend the 
mount-— and bid all things contrary to reſignation 
ſtay behind.“ Oh, indeed, we maſt give up eve 

thought to be brought into ſubjection to the gol. 

= of Jeſus Chriſt! My dear ſiſter, may you and 

1 ] fight under his banner, and war a good warfare, 

WE even unto death, Few are the days we have to 

a N . 5 | | remain 
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bleſſed hope of immortal life which is promiſed to 
thoſe, who, by patient continuance in well-doing, 
ſeek for it. 


$44$#4$S4#4+4#S4302S544$$44$4244S+#$#%$+ 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


 Caftleward. 


k My very dear Siſter, | 

x LESSED be God, we reached home on 

| Wedneſday laſt, in good health, and jound 
our little family perfectly well. It was with diffi- 

4 culty we could get away from my father; but our 


ways appeared lo ſtrange to all around, that I long- 
ed to get back to our retirement: but where is 
the place that ſin doth not abound ? I now find a 
great want of your company, as no one I meet 
with ſeems ſenſible of the love of a dying Saviour, 
O miſerable wretches that we are! thus to reject 
all the overtures of mercy made to us in the book 
of God. Surely, I am the moſt” ungrateful crea- 
ture that. ever was called to repentance. Inſtead 
of having the praifes of God for ever in my mouth, 
I fear I am aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt. This 
brings great heavineſs upon me. Surely, if I would 
-attempt to declare the goodneſs of my . God, he 
would make the tongue of the flammerer to ſpeak 
plain. But, alas! I am always crying out, My 
leanne/s, my leanneſs,” without valiantly taking the 
lword of the Spirit, and ruſhing into the-battle. 
When I reflect on the many ie enemies 1 
have to encounter, m ſpirit almoſt fails me, and 
I am ready to fink into deſpondency. But, why 
lnould I fear? Though I am weak, the Lord's arm 
13 not ſhortened, that it cannot ſave. Though my 


in the blood of ſprinkling. O my dear ſiſter, let 


in us 


ſins be as ſcarlet, he can make them white as ſnow, 


remain here; therefore, let us look forward to that 
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us not give way to unbelief. He is able, he i; 
willing to ſave you, and me, and all who come unt 
him with the ſacrifice of a contrite ſpirit. But, 
let it be remembered, that we muſt give all for al. 
As Chriſt has promiſed to ſet us free from the lay 
of fin, and death, we muſt not Jet ourſelves be 
again entangled with any weight of fin, or yoke of 
bondage. We muſt part with any thing God ſhal 
require, though it be dear as a right hand, or : 
right eye: otherwiſe, we cannot be the for of 
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him, who, though he was rich, became poor, for ou 
fakes. If we had always Jeſus crucified before ou 
eyes (as Kempis ſays) how fully would we be in. 
ſtructed in all truth! How would it raiſe ou 
thoughts above the purſuits of this tranſitory world, 
to reflect that the Son of God, whom cherubim and 
ſeraphim continually adore, led a ſuffering hfe here 
below, and was ſometimes deſtitute even of a place 
where to lay his head, and all this for us men and 
out fans,, = 
I know my dear ſiſter is often ſo dejected, th 
ſhe is tempted to ſay, My God hath forſaken 
me.” But, remember what the Lord ſaid to Zion, 
on a like occaſion, Can @ woman forget her ſucking 
chald, that ſhe ſhould not have des on the jm 
of her womb? Yea, ſhe may forget, yet will I 1 
forget thee. Therefore, O my beloved ſiſter, let u 
Be joyful, and break forth into ſinging ; for, tk 
Lord will: comfort his people, and will have mercy 0 
his affhtted. | 8 
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| _ To her Siſter-in-Law. 
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- . Dec. 8, 1775 
I PRAISE God, my dear fiſter, on your behak 


— — pn arcs, . 
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that he has been graciouſly pleaſed to raiſe yo 
| a Up, 
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up. Oh, may it be to lead the remainder of your 
life in his fear, and to his glory! What is our life 
but a vapour that ſoon paſſeth away? I truſt, you 
and I ſhall learn, from the mortality that ſurrounds 
us, ſo to number our days that we may apply our 
Inearts unto wiſdom. There is nothing on earth 
worth a thought. May we, then, take the apoſtle's 
advice; and live without carefulneſs. What is a man 


advantaged, though he ſhould gain the whole world, 


and loſe his own ſoul? Vanity of vanities! all is 
vanity, but to love God, and ſerve him only. I 
ſee there is the greateſt danger of our hearts depart- 


ing from the living God. Even in the moſt trivial 


things, how doth the roaring lion take his advantage 
to ruin poor ſouls. Surely, there is no way to 
eſcape, but by watching unto prayer. O my poor, 
cold, lifeleſs heart! What a fink of ſin and unbelief 
is it! The Lord ſhews it to me as I am able to 
bear it. How little did I know, till of late, from 
what a corrupted ſource all my attions flowed ! Yet 
for this knowledge, O my God, I will praiſe thee, 
How many poor ſouls are there in the ſame ſlate, 
who ſee no neceſlity of being *entirely renewed in 
the ſpirit of their minds. Oh that I could call to 
remembrance all the mercies of a good God! 
hrough how many ſnares, temptations, and trials, 
th he conducted me ! May he never forſake me, 
but bring me, at laſt, out of this howling wilderneſs 
intoſthe heavenly Canaan ! That you, and my dear 
rotier, may ſo paſs through the ſtorms of life, that 
may meet your happy ſpirits in the realms of end- 

els day, is often the prayer of _ 
i You truly affectionate Siſter, 


V 


E — S2. r 2 3 "I Fre 
— 7 — _ =C n . 
= E ům . AI EM Ea. 
„ ww I LI IG. 2 5 — "ns 3 2 8 - \ 
POE en TRE. Dons - — * % 
— ESI bo A 22 — 3 "A 


* 
%. ** 2 * 0 om 4 4 1 o — o * — — — 4 
Y LESS 4 tres ——— - - 1 8 * : Rr Nees . 823243 — ut 93222 
— 288 rr * — Spe r Tm — = k is 3 
3's wet 1 8 > 1 3 9 1 3 x 7 Bt Les tn AT; 2 el 22 I" Mr 3 3 * N 
— 7 n 2 IN 2 S 1 - = * 
b N 5 * | ** 
I 2 * — - p = — X * . * 8 . 3 = K 2 9 , 
— bY Sen * 7 3 = - ud % wane 4 l . r r 9 ae ©» ne een 75 
— ra __ oF I TY . 29 5 4 N. r 3 i 2 * A "= * 9 
8 es —— * 5 g Auf A Ca * ya N 5 2 2 — — » Omg Bs yt —— — - = 
= 5 adn a Ne ens. ; | 2 ** : 
og oo oo at - apt on Ons eee 5 r = 
* 5 N * — * 2 err 9 % p 5 bs a= 4, 2 _— 
200 R 5 ny 
1 F ene „ » ry 


—_ 


2 
* 


g 7 nf ps es p< 454 thy. 
* FD & Kos NS 
— I r „„ 
* - —— * — 
— 
Oe toy 6 = > - 
E N Fo EE 
no, 2a” 4 - 
re- 


o \ „ 5 - * * = = 
- _ 


« 


3 8 — 


5 _—_ S W 3 — 
XZ = N . = * — 2 == 
o - Me SS ES 8 e 


* 
— 3 
ͤ— — 


— — 


- Pl - TIE 


F 
he. 
4.44; 
* 
& 1 
vo 
* 
* 
ks 
\ 
" 
17 
. 
12 
0 
? 
þ 8 
'*; 
1 
45! 
1 
8 
% 
© 


— — 
— N n * 1 
— — — . 
= — 22 
. A P i n — 
r Ne erer 


EY mum IT 7 


2 
5 a * : , 3 X ba.” 4 — * pres 
. . — So bar jaar — — n= TE e i — — 2 hy — — As 5 
— — c - Ce > IX -. K 


— 
WT OT or 


=» 


To her Siſter-in-Law. | 
; : | Dec. 21, 1775 
H, my dear ſiſter, eſcape for your life look 

not behind you remember Lot's wife. Oh, 
how I fear that the cares of this world are choking 


the word in you! Break off all obſtacles at one 


blow. Oh, cloſe in with Chriſt, while he will 


cloſe in with you! For, be aſſured, if, you ſow to 


the. fleſh, you ſhall, of. the fleſh, reap corruption, 
Truſt not on paſt experience. Conſider thoſe St, 
Jude mentions, who were twice dead, plucked up by 
the roots. My heart is much melted on your be- 
half. You are always complaining of being cum. 
bered with many things, yet ſtill ſay, © The blpod 
of Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin.” My dear ſiſter, 
let not the tempter deceive you. Chriſt came to 
put away ſin, by the ſacrifice of himſelf, not to allow 
us in one thought, or way, that is repugnant to 


his holy will. 


I was grieved to hear that you were going to 
Mr. G -'s. Oh, how do theſe things agree! 


I cannot think that my God would keep me in 
ſuch company, except I went entirely to glorify 


him by my converſation. It is an abſolute com- 


mand to ſeparate from the unclean. As you value 
our immortal foul, no longer divide your heart 
e God and the world. He will not regard 
any facrifice of prayer we can make, while ve 


reject his counſel, not doing the work that he hath 


commanded. ; : 
Be not offended that I adviſe you to hire ano - 
ther maid. I know, from experience, that it 


would keep you from many an anxious thought, 


A good man is merciful to his beaſt—how much more 
to his fellow-creatures ! I cannot believe we ſhould 
expect too much from our ſervants ; and I really 


5 often 


& 
often think that it never was the will of our hea- 
difference between Chriſtians. I can now (bleſſed 


be God!) ſhake hands, and keep company with 
thoſe, who, tO all appearance, are the meaneſt. 


freely. I have long feared, that the little leaven 

in you would leaven the whole lump. Oh, now, 

caſt off every weight, and reſolve, by the grace of 
- Wh Gol, whatever be the loſs, to ſerve him with your 
„ole heart! Indeed, his Spirit will not always 
) ſtrve with man. Many have become miſerablz 
” Wh caft-aways, who once ran well. My dear ſiſter, 
f take not theſe lines amiſs, as love alone has dictated 
| them 'to | a 5 | 
2 Your ſincerely affectionate, and obliged Siſter. 
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To her Siiter-in-Law. 


Caſtleward, Jan. 1776. 


uy her to me. Surely, it requires grace to take 
a reproot ſo well. I ſhould have anſwered it imme- 
* lately, but was prevented by going with Mr. Smyth 
*. 0 an adjoining pariſh, where he exhorted ſinners 


mazing work carrying on there. Few. remain 
ardened, and numbers can teſtify that the Lord 
- blotted out all their tranſgreſſions, as à thick 
WIA, 
Fou confeſs, that © conformity to the world is 
Yolutely contrary to the crucifying the old man, 
ah his deeds;” yet you think it necęſſary, in ſome 
ealure, in order do gain ſome. Oh, my dear 5 
; | ear 


venly Maſter, that there ſhould be ſuch a material 


Perhaps, you will think I have uſed too much free- 
dom: but oh, I have ſuch a love for your immor- 
tal part, that I am conſtrained to ſpeak my 3 


Y dear ſiſter's laſt letter has greatly. endeared 


o flee from the wrath to come. There is a moſt 
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Tou ſay again, that. the Methodiſts you converſe 
with ſee now their error.“ What error? Is it 


and laments. It was the world mixing with the 


amongſt them! Mrs. Lefever makes the following 


pues his diſciples may not be taken out of the world 


J fear this is ſhunning the croſs. Satan, I imaging, 
transforms himſelf into a very angelic appearance;' 
but oh, remember, we are not to do evil, that good 
may come. Let us reſolve to follow the teackin 

of God's Holy Spirit, revealed in his written word 


that they lived more to the glory of God, ſome yean 
ago? This every one, who is unprejudiced, ſees 


true church of Chriſt that always occaſioned its 
downfal. Oh, .may the Lord keep his little flock, 
and prevent the deſtroying wolf from coming 


remark: What St. Paul ſays, in regard to giving 
offence to weak brethren, is often.quoted to prove 
what it has nothing to do with: for, St. Paul, ſurely, 
does not mean he neglected thoſe things which were 
profitable to his ſoul, for fear of giving offence to the 
weak, but that he fefrained from outward things 
(ſuch as making a difference in meats, &c.) which 
he, being ſtrong in faith, knew to be wholly indif- 
ferent, leit his example ſhould tempt thoſe who 
were weak, to do things whereby their conſcience 
might be wounded.” 1 : 

I think you pervert that ſcripture where our Lord 


ut kept jrom the eil of it. Surely, this can meat 
no more than that he did not defire their live 
ſhould be taken from them, at that tine. 

; Surely, when we ſee our fellow-creatures peril 
ing for lack of knowledge, we ſhould warn them: 
therefore, my dear ſiſter, reprove fin, when oppor 
tunity offers. It is abſolutely your duty. Hov 
many painful Gees have J had lately, in regal 
to this, while in Liſhurn ! for, I was ſcarce in tit 
company of any perſon for half an hour, that I coul 


not convict him or her of fin: Yet g 
5 | z0d. 


h 


GC 


God!) I was generally enabled, through e, to 
— Rallye br fahir's houſe 1s he Ginly one 
I frequent, where I am much expoſed to this, which 
makes me dread going there. All connexion with 
my other acquaintances I have given up: but if I 
perceived the leaſt good defire in any of them to 
come to the knowledge of Chriſt, I would then think 
it my duty to viſit them. But oh, I find inſtruction 
has much greater weight with the poor, Their com- 
pany, indeed, I find profitable, as I believe all others 
would, if they were but truly humbled.  ' 
You ſeem to think I have never fallen from my 
firſt love. Oh, would it were ſo! But, alas! with 
ſhame and grief I muſt confeſs that my heart is cold, 
and dead. I know it is a very unſafe ſlate, as our 
Lord deſires us to return, or he will ſhortly remove 
our candleſticx. Indeed, I am exerciſed with many 
grievous and ſore temptations. Oh, may the Lord 
be my helper, and condutt me through theſe torrents 
that are ready. to overwhelm my ſoul. I am often 
under the hidings of the Almighty. Oh, when will 
the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe, to ſet no more! 
Lou have been miſinformed in regard to my faſt. 
ing twice a week. I have no ſuch fixed rule. Tt 
1s true, I generally abſtain from breakfaſt on a 
Friday, if that can be called faſting ; but I never in 
my life enjoyed a more uninterrupted ſlate of good 
health. Farewell—You are, as uſual, dear to 
Your affectionate, and obliged Siſter. 


A, 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


J dear ſiſter, rejoice, and be glad. The word 

of the Lord runs, and is glorified. Many 

here, I truſt, are turning to the Lord ; and, ſurely, 
he will be found of thoſe who ſeek him, confeſſing 


D their 


Wu 


their ſins. My aunt G was with us a few days, 
and as ſhe ſeems. reſolved to ſpend, and be ſpent in 


„ 


the ſervice of her great Maſter, Who hath called her 
out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, ſhe did let 
her light ſhine before men. We had two meetings 


at private houſes, while ſhe was here, when ſhe and 


Mr. Smyth beſought poor ſinners to be reconciled, 
unto God. Many appeared to be deeply affetied, 
One man, in particular (who had been a hardened 
blaſphemer) ran into a neighbour's houſe, and cried 


out, In all my life, I never heard ſuch a fermon, 
nor any thing that ſtruck me ſo much.“ I have 


fince heard that he has laid aſide (at leaſt) all out- 
We; „„ 3 "361 

Mr. Smyth has eſtabliſhed a weekly lecture, which: 

commenced. this day. Oh, my dear ſiſter, I ſee : 
that the poor are much readier to receive the goſpel 
than the rich. I fear your ſituation is a moſt dan- 
gerous one. I am ſure, you mull be. aſſaulted with 
muted) centage : but oh, as you regard your 


precious ſoul, caſt off the yoke: of bondage, and 
ſow not among thorns.. Oh, let us not faſhion our- 


ſelves after. our former luſts, in our ignorance. 
Faithful is he that hath called us, and that hath 
eme cleanſe: us from all unrighteouſneſs. 

t us not ſtagger at the promiſes, through unbe- 
lief. The blood of Chriſt has virtue to waſh you 
from”alb fin. Oh, believe that he is able to: give 
you a new heart, and to renew a right ſpirit Within 
you. Oh, my dear ſiſter, let us not ſuffer any thing 
t ſhare our hearts with God: let us caſt all our 
idols to the moles, and to the bats, who lee no come- 
lincſs in, Chriſt, that they ſhould defire him. Ob, 


let us have our hearts ſwept, and garniſhed. May 


the Lord come, and fit upon us, as a refiner's fire, 
and as fuller's ſoap, purging us from all filthineſs both 
of fleſh and ſpirit. A tungs, ſaith our bleſſed 
Lord, are poſſible do lim that belieuetill. According to 


Our 


, 
0 


= S . Ps - „ BR 08 * b 


| E 5 
our faith, it will be unto us. Sanktiflcation cometk 
by faith in the Son of God, as well as juſtification. 
Bleſſed be God, I have been enabled, theſe two days 


aſt, to rejoice. with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 
Al my dee is unto the Lord, and to the remem- 


brance of his name: but I ſee, more and more, the 


ſtraitneſs of the path that leadeth unto eternal life. 


We muſt Y rive, if we would enter in. We muſt 
humble ourſelves, like our meek and lowly Maſter, 
if ever we hope to be exalted. Oh, let us not mind 
high things, but condeſcend to men of low eſtate ! for 


oh, the poor are rich in'faith. We muſt not have 


reſpect of perſons, with the faith of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Lord of glory. Oh, my dear ſiſter, what 
a bleſſed liberty do the children of God enjoy! 


They are ſet fuse from the fear of man—they have 


their fruit unto holineſs, the end whereof is everlaſt- 
ins life. LA | 

1 join my dear ſiſter in thinking that charity re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth to ſee God's 
people walk in the truth. The eyes of love will 
run down with water, becauſe men keep not the law 


-v&the Moſt High. But, when we ſee thoſe who 


profeſs to know God walking after the fleſh, and not 
after the Spirit, I think it is not judging unrighteous 
judgment, to warn others, leſt they fall after the ſame 
-xample of unbeliefs Oh, my dear ſiſter, it is a fear- 


ful truth, that we may become caſtaways, if we do 
not continually hang on Chriſt for faith to over- 


_ the world, and the fleſh, with its affections and 
üs. 1 

I do not well know how to anſwer Mrs. P 
interrogatories? As to worldly emolument, except 
I ſaw clearly it was the will of God concerning us, 
I ſhould never think of removing to England. A 
Chriſtian's wants are very few: and as to our chil- 
dren, I can truſt them to the Almighty protection. 
I have no ambition to ſee them great, knowing that 

Fs they 
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they who are rich fall into many temptations, and 
hurtful luſts, that drown them in perdition. Oh, 
my dear ſiſter, may we follow the Lamb witherſoever 
he goeth! A Chriſtian muſt expect to be treated 
as the off-ſcouring of the earth. Be aſſured, we muſt 
be content to be eſteemed ſingular, .and muſt look 
for nothing but mockings, and ſcoffings, from a 
wicked, deluded world, But oh, let us clap our 
hands, and be joyful, that we are counted worthy to 

| ſuffer reproach, for the fake of our adorable Saviour, 
who bore the croſs, deſpiſing the flame. Oh, may 
you and I, my dear Sifter, be amongſt the hap 
few, who, through faith, and patience, inherit * 
promiſes ! Te „ 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. / 


Caſtleward, Jan. 1 - 76. 
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My deareſt Siſter, 
F Have no excuſe to plead for not ſooner anſweri! 
your letter of the 19th inſtant, but being almo 
conſtantly taken up with the company of thoſe who 
are either ſeeking the kingdom of God, or who have 
found it, to their everlaſting comfort. Where ſhall 
J begin to tell you the good tidings of great joy! I 
believe, there has ſeldom been a greater revival of 
Chriſtianity, than in Dunsford pariſh, adjoining 
this. The Lord, I may ſay, hath confirmed it by 
ſigns, and wonders. He ſeems, truly, to be pouring 
out his Spirit upon all fleſh. Sixty-ſeven perſons 
have been admitted into ſociety; thirty-ſeven of 
whom could teſtify the hour that God ſpoke peace 
to their ſouls, and the others appear determined not 
to reſt ſhort of the ſame bleſſing. They are full of 
9 love, and ſeem to care about nothing but what may 
promote the ſalvation of their ſouls. They have 
| ” come 


CW, 


%F ">" * 


[7 J 


come five miles, and returned home, in the midſt of 
ſnow, to hear the word preached. Truly, the Lord 
giveth underſtanding to the ſimple. It would amaze 

ou to hear their converſation. All around fay, it 
is ſomething ſupernatural, therefore, attribute it to 


witchcraft, I ſuppoſe, if archdeacon G. 
(whom my brother mentions) was here, he would 
no longer affirm that only weak people are convert- 
ed in an extraordinary manner. Many young, 
ſtrong men have Toared out, through the anguiſh 
of their ſpirit. Some people were ſeized with 
fainting, trembling, contraction of their limbs, and 
violent crying. Mr. Smyth exhorted in a barn, in 


that pariſh, on Tueſday laſt, and it was thought he 


had fix hundred hearers. Wonders are to be ſeen 


almoſt every time of our meeting. 


We have brought a moſt ſurpriſing blind woman 
from Liſburn, to ſtay fome time with us. Her 
hiſtory, and ſufferings for the love of Chrift, is 


moſt aſtoniſhing, We have now left her among 


the Chriſtians above mentioned; and ſhe has been 
made, through the power of God, a moſt uſeful 
inſtrument in converting ſinners... s. 
Preſent my moſt affectionate love to Mrs. P——. 
Tell her, I think a noddy might very well ſerve 
any follower of the meek and lowly Jeſus. It is 


much better than our dear Lerd choſe to uſe. 


Oh, may we tread in his bleſſed ſteps, conſtan 
ſhewing that entire ſelf-denial, to which all his 
diſciples are called. Aſſure her ſhe would meet 
with a warm reception from Mr. Smyth and me, 
if ſhe could put her deſign in execution. 
John, for whom you inquire fo kindly, is very 
well. I hear he takes his brother into a room 
alone, when we are in church, 'and prays with 
him. Yet there is not that entire change I could 
wiſh to ſee wrought in him. Yeſterday, having 
aſked him what he prayed for, he anſwered, © l 
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pray that God will give me the ſincere. milk of 
the word, that I may grow up in the Spirit, and 
that J may trample down the devil.” It. amazed 


me, as we never recollett making ule. of ſuch ex- 


preſſions 3 in his hearing. 


We have HARE with two of our ſervants, . not 
on for them, being now ſo domeſtic. 
To be ſure, it makes me ſtir myſelf; but. I lock 


upon it to be my duty. Oh, how many unneceſſary 


works have J formerly done! May the Lord God 


forgive this, as well as all my other treſpaſſes'! My 
dear ſiſter, lama poor wretch. I ſometimes think 


I am deprived of all grace. I am for Fly buffeted 


with temptations, which would not be profitable 


to relate. Oh, may my adorable Jeſus, enable me 


to endure! As Jane Cooper ſays, * I think I have 
been led in the way of the croſs, ever ſince I knew 
God.“ But, what are all our ſufferings here, if the 


Lord count us meet for glory ? Come, Lord. Jeſus, 
1 be freed from all ſin, 

and become the ſervant of righteouſneſs ? lh 
It is ſhocking, my dear Gf ter, to op a 5 aur 


time is ſo engroſſed with company. 


remember the rich volu tuar =— the Faris Oh, 


time! precious time! why, ſhould not every mo- 


ment be devoted to that God, who. was without 

the common neceſſaries of es, for us men, and 

for our ſalvation. 

yp Lam, glad to find Mrs, G- attends. to our 

_ words, but I could with her DION were deep- 
I cannot Fa: thinking that every. perſon who 

is become a new creature, muſt ſee his or her 

life to be one ſcene of wickedneſs. Farewell. 

love to my, dear brother, —I e he thinks 1 

MS. too plain. 
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1g ber Siſter-in-Law. 55 
„ | Caſtleward, Feb. 9, 1776. 


N., how ſincerely do I ſympathize with the 
ſiſter of my boſom”! How ſhall I find words, 


or, what ſhall IJ fay, that will, in any degree, ſuit 


your preſent uneaſineſs ? nary the Lord God, who 
giveth underſtanding to. the ſimple, give knowledge 
to me, the leaſt of all ſaints, that I may be able to 
ſpeak @ word in ſeaſon to you now, when you ſeem 
to ſtand ifo much in need of | conſolation. Well, 
then—to be honeſt, I adviſe you to ſearch and try 
yourſelf ; and likewiſe to pray that the enlightening 
Spirit of God would make maniteſt to you whatever 
bas been contrary to the will of your heavenly 
Father; and whereinſoever you ſhall find yourſelf 
to have offended, whether in thought, word, or 


deed, reſolve to caſt off every weight, and now turn 


unto the Lord unfeignedly. Do not heſitate one 
moment, nor think of conſequences ; but xow-caft 
all your - care on God. Satan often, I believe, 
raiſes ohjections, and would deter us from our duty 
by throwing, as it were, mountains in our way: 
but why ſhould wwe give heed to his devices? Only 
let us (though the loſs of friends, life, and all things 
were to enſue) run our Chriſtian eourſe with pati- 
ence, looking to the ren ee of reward. I 
know your ſituation is a moſt trying one; but, if 
we had courage to ſerve our dear Maſter, he weuld 
make ſtraight paths for our feet, and ſtill the enemy 
and te Mn ST OP DOTS 00G 

I am now:gomg to make a requeſt,” and I hope 
and pray that the Lord God Almighty will incline 
your heart to grant it, if it be for the good of our 
ſouls, and his glory. Soon after the receipt of this. 
will you ſet off for Caſtle ward? I would fain hope 
my dear brother would conſent to part with you 
| D 4 | for 


7 


TS j 


for a ſeaſon, that he may receive you back with 
joy. Do you think it poſſible that Mrs. P 
will join you in a chaiſe? Pray try, and uſe every 
argument. We will not promiſe you any thing 
fine or coſtly ; but, if hearts full of love will be any 
inducement, I hope you will find ours ſo to you. 
I think your coming here might anſwer many valu- 
able ends. In'the firſt place, you would be obliged 
to take up your croſs daily, by bearing the repreach 
of Chriſt. You would, hkewiſe,-be obliged- to ſit 
with the loweſt of the people, meek followers of 
their lamb-like Lord. But, however, I truſt, with 
the bleſſing of the great God, it would be a means 
of crucifying entirely the old man with his deeds. 
We mult be dead with Chriſt to all things here 
beneath, if ever we hope to reign with him in 
A | Ie 5 5 
My dear ſiſter, let me adviſe you to live without 
Fareiulneſs. Whatever would take your thoughts 
from the ſweet Saviour, be it ever ſo trifling, throw 
it aſide. I know, from woful experience, that 
the moſt trivial things, if indulged, will breed a 
hell in the conſcience. What painful anxiety have 
I had. ſometimes, about things that could not pro- 
fit! How often have I been filling my belly with 
the eaſt-wind! Oh that we could keep the eye of 
faith fixed on the heavenly country ! then all things 
would become indifferent to us—our peace would 
flow as a river, and life or death would be gain. 
I wiſh I could find words to expreſs the wonders 
theſe eyes beheld, laſt'night, in that happy bleſſed 
pariſh, Dunsford, Oh that Mr. Smyth's own' pa- 
riſhioners were ſtirred up to a godly jealouſy ! but, 
they are à rebellious * Mighty things, indeed, 
has the arm of the Lord brought to pals there. 
True, vital Chriſtianity is now eſtabliſhed where 
Satan kept his ſeat. Oh come, and join, theſe 
happy ſpirits! Who knows but the dennen TIN 
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would run from their hearts to yours! Farewell— 


May the Lord lift up the light of his countenance 
upon you, and give you peace both now and for 


_ evermore ! 


* 


15 - 2 _ 
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To her Siſter-n-Law. 8 
1 SEED 0G 2 Caſtleward. 
AM ſure I may truly ſay, It 2s of the Lord's 
mercy that I am not conſumed ; for, unto me be- 
longeth jhame, and confuſion of face. He is, indeed, 
a God long-ſuffering, and plenteous in goodneſs, 
er he would, long ago, have left me to the devices 
of my own treacherous heart. I am a ſtrange crea- 
ture, Sometimes, I am inclined to think that I am 
like Moab, /ett/cd on my lees. This is a molt alarm- 
ing ſtate. At other times, I have reaſon to abhor 
myſelf, finding how often my feet are ready to flip, 
and to tarn out of the highway of holineſs. Oh 
that the Lord would ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, and ſettle 
me, that I might no longer ftart aſide, like a deceit- 
ful bow! O my dear ſiſter, pray that no preſump- 


' tuous fin we dominion over me. I ü fear 1 
b 


* 


am a poor cumberer of the ground. Oh, may the 
condeſcending, merciful Jeſus ſpare me yet another. 
year, till he dig about me, and water me. with the 
dew of his grace, that I may bring forth much fruit, 
to the praiſe and glory of his name | | 
You will, no doubt, be ſurpriſed to hear, that 
we expect to ſee Mr. M=—, and Mr. W, to 
day. Lord, grant that we may confer of the things 


that pertain to the kingdem of heaven. Bleſſed be 
God! I begin to die, in a great meaſure, to all 


outward means, being convinced that nothing leſs 


than the Spirit of God can lead us into truth. 


Oh, when may we hope to ſee you? I believe 


you would like our little meetings, which give our 


D 5 rich 


— 


rich neighbours ſuch offence. Be aſſured, you are 
very dear to my heart. Indeed, I often fear that 
my affections centre too much in the creatures. 
Yet, I allo often find this the cry of my ſoul, 
Is there a thing beneath the ſun 5 
That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare? 
Ah, tear it thence, and reign alone, 
The Lord of every motion there!“ 


„%%% %%% 414740 
| To her Siſter- in-La c. 


| . Feb. 20, 177b. 
THOU afflifed, taſſed wth tempeſts, and not 

3 comforted, what ſhall I ſay to you, or how | 
mall I apply balm to your wounded: conſcience? 
How. fearful am I of deceiving my own foul, by 
| Here peace, peace, when, perhaps, there is no peace : 
therefore, 1 am ſparing of ſpeaking too comfortably 
to others, leſt I ſhoul la them - with untempered 
mortar. The Scriptures abound, it is true, with 
great and precious promiſes for thoſe who | bewail, 
and are reſolved to flee, from ſin, yea, from the 
very appearance of evil. But, do they not likewiſe 
.teſtify thus, J any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall. have 
no pleaſure in him. All his righteouſnefs wuluch he 
 kath done  /hall. not be Lt IP but, for the ſen that 
he finueth, he ſhall die. Yes, my deareſt ſiſter, it is 
an awful truth, which experience makes evident, 
that if we are not continually. on our guard, ſtriv- 
ing againſt ſin, even to the loſs of all things, Satan 
will take his advantage, and, by little and little, 

leaven us back to the ways of a periſhing world, 
which mult ſhortly be burnt up. O God, who 
would not give their hearts to thee, who art alto- 
gether lovely ? My dear ſiſter, though 1 WAG Ou 
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I hope better thi on, and s that gccompatty 
Fa de ſixth a — 2 Ly hp in 


my own ſinful heart, that it e me zealous over 


you 2th a godly" cab. Let us watch over each 


other's ſouls. | Oh do not ſpare the rod! I find few 
who will honeſtly tell me what they perceive amiſs: 
I think I ſhould eſteem it a mark of their Peer. 
friendſhip. Will you, then, my friend and fiſter, 
expoſe whatever you find in me contrary to the will 
of my 'heavenly Father? But, alas! my depth of 
iniquity can only be known to the Aber of 
hearts. Many outward things may be reproved, 
but who can tell how oft J offend? My God, thou 


alone kuoweſt, who art about my bed, and about 


my path, and "pie out all my Ways. I long for 
holineſs—1 pant for the full ima e of God to he 
reſtored to my polluted ſoul. , my dear, dear 
ſiſter, let us live cloſe to our God. "Ah, why ſhould 


we diſquiet ourſelves in vain about things of no 


profit? Let us beware of 1 ie bleſſed Spirit, 
leſt we fhould cauſe him to ceaſe ſtriving with us; 
for, we have only ſufficient grace given, while we. 


continue obedient not that T would allow the 


creature to arro gate the leaſt merit. Oh no- God 


forbid that any ſhoald glory in what they have 


freely received! But we Ln not, like the {lothful - 
ſervant, bury our talent. All, all his merey ireely 
gave, and we need a continual ſupply from His 

eavenly ſtorehouſe; yet he requireth, that, at his 


coming, he may receive his own with inereaſe. 


The diſtractions of thought you complain of 1 
know how to ſympathize with you in, being ſubjett 


to temptations of the ſame nature. I think, were 


we to adopt Mrs. Lefevre's ſentiments in regard to 
domeſtic affairs, they might prove beneficial to 
dur ſouls. * Su pole, then (ſays ſhe) when I wake 
in a morning, ſhould lift up my heart thus, 


; 45 Lord, I blefs thee for this Hi 425 which tliou 
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haſt given me. In this day I ſhall have freſh. ma. 
nifeſtations of thy will concerning me, either in 


comforts, or in ſufferings. Lord, I am thy crea- 
ture, deal with me as it ſhall pleaſe thee; only 
leave me not to myſelf, but let thy grace be ſufh- 
cient for me, and thy ſtrength be made perfect in 


my weakneſs.“ | When ſettled in this frame of 


mind, ſuppoſe my trials to begin, I am, tempted 


by the perverſeneſs and evil tempers of my own 


family to r to anger; but I immediately 
recollect myſeif, Lord, it is thy will 1 ſhould bear 
this—pardon their perverſeneſs, and give me to be 
thankful for every opportunity of ſelf-denial and 


Forbearance.| Were we thus to devote all our 
| faculties to God, no doubt, we ſhould find the 


thorny way become ſmooth, and have reaſon to 
bleſs our God for. whatſoever would be a means of 
our further purification, I hope I ſhall bear the 
diſappointment of not ſeeing, you and my brother 
without uneaſineſss What though our bodies be 


ſeparate, I truſt our ſpirits often meet at the throne 


of grace. Oh, ſhall we ever be together in that 
happy place whence we , ſhall part no more! O 
Joul-traplpopning thought! Let us preſs forward, 

or, through the ſtrength of Imma- 
nuel, we ſhall win the day. May every bleſſing 
attend you wherever you go! You are dear to the 


heart of | 9 6 . 
F - ... Your's,.&c, 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


My deareſt Siſter, . „ 
F FIND: occaſion conſtantly to bear in mind the 
wiſe man's advice, My /on, keep thane heart 


with all diligence, for out of # are the Hues 97 life,” 
5 5 31. O my 
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O my baekſliding heart, how prone art thou to fly 
from that God, who hath ſo often drawn thee with 
the cords. of love]! Ah why, why ſhould any thing 
but the pure love of God alone have dominion 
over me? Indeed, I am. a poor ſinner. T often 


abhor myſelf, and would, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, wiſh 


to repent in duſt and aſhes, for my great wander- 
ings of thought, known- only to that God who trieth 
the reins and the heart. think the only uneaſi- 
neſs I feel from our late change of affairs, proceeds 


from the ſlothfulneſs and bad tempers of two new 


ſervants: but, if I am never tried, how ſhall my 


patience be crowned ? Of myſelf, I am unable to 


endure any thing. Lord! undertake for me! I 
have found myſelf in more danger lately of being 
overcome by ſmall matters, than things of a 
greater conſequence. Oh, how ſcarcely ſhall even 
the righteous be ſaved ! In all reſpects, I fee I muſt 
forego my own will, or I cannot be Chriſt's' difci- 
ple. Many profeſs themſelves of his fold, and yet 
liſten not to the ſweet ſhepherd's voice, Oh that 
1 had! : 0 votes 1265 "Sebi Ns 

An heart that no defire could move 

But to admire, adore, and love!“. 


Oh that the Lord would accompliſh all his will in 
me! that I might be © calm on tumult's wheels.” 
Whenever J feel the leaſt diſturbance of thought, 


it affrights me ſo, that I never am happy till I find 


repentance, and remiſſion of my ſin. In general, 
I am 2 depreſſed under a ſenſe of my own 
vileneſs, and utter unprofitablenefs. What would 


i become of me, had I not an Almighty arm to lean 


upon! May you prove him to be your guide even 
unto death—1n death your comfort, and after death 
your everlaſting portion! oo 55 


_ » Our warm love to our deareſt brother. We are 

very thankful-to him for his kind attention to What 
he thinks our intereſt, in regard to the chapel; 
to which I cannot give any fatisfaftory anſwer, as 
Mr. Smyth's thoughts have been very much per. 
1 of late, being doubtful whether he can, con. 
ſiſtent with his preſent opinions, continue in com- 
munion with the church of England. May the 

Lord God direct him to ſearch aright, that he may 
find the pure and perfect way! Make that your 
requeſt to the throne of grace; and oh! re- 
ae ee ee 2 
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VLour much: indebted, loving Siſter. 
E her Siſter -in-Law, 


. 55 | March 6, 1776. 
| ] CANNOT agree with my dear ſiſter that my 
fearfulnefs proceeds altogether ſrom the enemy 
of fouls. I rather think that my God is making 
me ſenſible of my entire demerit, and imbecility, 
in order that I may not put the leaſt confidence 
in the fleſh, God forbid that 1 ſhould, feek juſti- 
ficatibn by the works of the law, by which no fleſh 
living ſhall be juſtified ! Yet I am convinced that a 
mere notional faith will avail nothing. I fear 
many make Chriſt the miniſter of ſin, by denying, 
and thinking very little of perſonal holineſs, fool- 
iſhly imagining that they will be covered with 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs,” however deficient in them- 
ſelves. True it is, we muſt be found in him, but 
it is by his holy nature imparted to us, and by his 
Spirit working in us, both to will and to do of his 
good pleaſure.. Many falſely comfort themſelves, 
y applying the promiſes of the goſpel, Which ate 
made to obedient believers, while they ſhould rather 


z 


be 
\ 
/ 


Ghoſt enables us 10 build on this foundation, and 


* 


L 7 1 


be lamenting their want of holineſs, and ſeekin 


daily to grow up into Chriſt in all things. Indeed, 
without works our faith is dead. If we have the 
Spirit, we muſt walk in the Spirit. Let us remem- 
ber theſe ſtriking words of the apoſtle, They that 


are Chriſt's, have crucified the fleſh, auth its affetions 


and luſts. Chriſt, it is true, fulfilled the whole law 
for the juſtification of ſinners ; but has he not pro- 
miſed that he willi take up his abode with us, and 
make all things become new? We muſt abide in 


the vine, bringing forth fruit, or, we ſhall be caſt 


away as withered branches. It will not profit. us, 
to cry, © Lord, Lord“ - except we be conformed 
to his holy image in all things. Whoſoever is in 
Chriſt, ought him/elf /o to walk even as Chriſt walked, 
praying always that the Lord may fulfil all the good 
pleaſure of his will in him. I think the following 
words, from a ſermon of Mr. Weſley's, expreſs my 
meaning fully... I do not believe in inherent 
righteouſneſs, as the ground of our acceptance with 
God, but as the fruit of 1t—not in the place of 
imputed righteouſneſs, but as conſequent upon it 
that is, I believe God implants righteouſneſs in 
every one to whom he has imputed it. I believe 
Jeſus Chriſt is made unte us ſanctification, as well 
as 8 or, that God ſanttifies, as well as 


juſtifies, all them that believe in him. They to 


whom the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed, are 
made righteous by the Spirit of Chriſt - are renewed 
in the image of God, after the, likeneſs wherein 
me were created, in righteouſneſs, and true ho- 
ineſs.“ | | 5 0 438 
O my ſiſter, let us endeavour, with fear and 
trembling, to make our calling and election ſure. We 
muſt have holineſs of heart, holineſs of life, if we 
belong unto Chriſt. He is, or ought to be, the ſole 
foundation of our hope. It is by faith the Holy 
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it is God gives this faith. After we have received 
Chriſt, we muſt go on wnto perfethon, or, in other 
words, unto IE love, waiting for a full ſalvatiön 
from all ſin. h, may you, and I, my dear ſiſter, 
experience this thorough change, and we ſhall ſtand 
* the Lamb, with boldnets, at his appearing! 
My Chriſtian reſpects to all the lovers of the 
Lord Jeſus. Oh, tell them to avoid all conformity) 
* i» the ways of a curſed world;*gead in treſpaſſes 
and ſms. God grant we may efcape the pollutions 
of it; and, leaving the things that are behind, may 
we preſs forward, leſt any of us ſhould come ſhort 
of the glorious hope of immortal life. RO bo 
My ſincere love to Mrs. P———. May ſhe live 
cloſe to God, and never ſuffer her mind to wander, 
by taking pleaſure in the trifling toys of a periſhing 
world, unto which we muſt be entirely crucified. 
Farewell—Remember at the throne of grace 
Your weak, unworthy Siſter, 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. | 
AR be it from me to diſcourage my very dear, 
and efteemed ſiſter, God forbid that. I ſhould 
not rather confirm the feeble knees, and lift up the 
hands that hang down ! Be of good cheer—ariſe— 
he calleth thee. His arms are now open to receive 
you. Only wait upon him—continue inſtant in 
Prayer, and let not your loving Lord go, until he 
* bleſs you. Surely, no creature need ever doubt 
our dear Redeemer's willingneſs to pardon, when 
ſuch an audacious rebel as me hath taſted: that 7he 
Lord is gracious, and long-ſuffering, abundant in 
ng” and truth. Yes—my much loved ſiſter, 
let my example encourage you to perſevere ſeeking 
' the pearl of great price, with which all the treaſures 
upon earth are not to be compared, Ob, ſing me 
4 vs 


ever. Oh, where was my faith? The bi 


1 0 9 
the Lord a Tong of thankſgiving! for, he has gotten 
himſelf the victory Hover my rebellious heart. 


Through how many temptations and ſnares hath my 
Lord and my God brought me, into the goodly 
land of promiſe! From the uneaſy ſtate of my 


mind, I began to conclude that I muſt er for 
lows roſe 
high, but my Lord made a way for me through the 
mighty waters, which were ready to overwhelm 
my Müll.. = | 
On Friday laſt, while finging a hymn, I was 
ſeized with an uncommon faltering in my voice, 
and beating at my heart, which increaſed to ſuch 
a degree, that Mr. Smyth was alarmed. I, then, 


burſt ont into roaring, being ſenſible of my entire 
unworthineſs to receive any - heavenly viſitation, 
It would be in vain to attempt a deſcription of my 


feelings Part of the time, I think I ſcarce knew 
whether I was in the body, or out of the body. After 


continuing ſo for near an hour, the Lord opened 


my mouth with praiſe, and filled it with laughter; 


and I rejoiced in ſuch a manner for above two 
hours, that thoſe who were preſent thought I ſhould 
link under the ecſtatic joy. O my dear lifter, praife 
the Lord on my ena 1 

with this late manifeſtation. I rather feel myſelf a 


find I am not exalted 


worthleſs worm, unfaithful, in all. reſpetts, to my 
Lord. How many ſins of. omiſſion, even ſince that 
time, have I been chargeable with! I am, indeed, 
a ſlothful ſervant, not doing the will of my God, 
as it is done in heaven ; d 1 truſt, I have an 
Advocate with the Father, who pleads for me, a 
miſerable offender.” Oh, how 1 long for clean 
hands, and a pure heart, wherein nothing dwells 
but love 'to God, and man! It is the privilege of 


all God's children to be perfefted in love: this is 


all wherein holineſs or happineſs conſiſts. Oh, may 
you, my dear ſiſter, - aſpire to be made pure and 
ſpotleſs 
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what I ſpoke was againſt our 25 


[ 90 ] 


| ſpotleſs here below. Let the will of the Lord be 


ne in you, and by you, out any mixture of 
ſelf-will, It is a true ſaying, that we muſt take 


our eroſs daily, even in the moſt trivial inſtances. 


Mr. Smyth has received a moſt ſweet letter from 
Mr. A———, with a preſſing invitation to 
San a viſit. Though his ſufferings have abounde! 
yet he has been enabled to rejoice greatly in the 
God of his ſalvation. Oh, may my God raiſe up 
both him and Mr. Smyth, to be lights in this wary 
mnighted-land. How few -Jabourers are there, thou 

bp 


the harveſt is plenteous | But our Lord can 
their lack of ſervice. And oh, my dear ſiſter, may 
that Jeſus who became ppor, that you might be 
made rich, give you the comfort of his hep again, 
and eftabhſh you with his free Spirit. May you 
be fruitful in every good word and *work, daily 
growing in grace, and in the knowecge of a cru- 
ad wiour, is the hearty prayer of 1 
| our truly loving: Siſter. 
Surely, my dear Gier:eniſunilerood: me in regard 
to my opinion concerning a finner's acceptance 
with Chriſt. I believe, uith qu, that we ought to 
come juſt as we are, polluted in our blood; but 
ying the promiſes 
Wen 


of God, if we did not mean to 


9 
and tlie fin that doth jo eafily beſet us. I long to hear 


rig dei the. Lord, and in "08 01 1 
ROAM TITAN za d: | 

To ber Siſter in-Law, 

April 8h, 1776. 


H, my yr alder, let not Mrs. P——, nor 
any other perſon, rſuade you to be always 
lay ing the foundation repentance. I fear yau 


will 
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will be aecounted an unuiſẽ child, like Ephraim, whe 


flayed too long in the place of the breatang forth of 


children. hile our Aearts condemn us for our eval 
deeds, ſurely, we cannot au, eee towards 
God. It is but a poor evaſion to ſay, 1 can do 

nothing ;” for, faith ſaith, I can do all things through 
Chriſt ſtrengthening me. It is a diabolical * 
that ſin works for our good, and tends to humble us. 
Jam convinced, from experience, that grace will 
effectually do this, and prevent the touch of pride; 
whereas, ſin hardens the conſcience, through the 
deceitfulneſs of it. Say not thou, it is through 
the Lord that I have fallen away; for, he hath no 
need of the ſinful man;“ either tempteth he any 
man : but every man ig tempted, ꝛulien he is drawn 
away. of his own tufts, enticed. . Therefore, let 
us {cek for clean hands, and @ jure heart. It is the 


Lord's promiſe, from. all your filthine/s,. and from all 


your idols will I cleanfe you. Oh, let us beware of 
making Chriſt the . miniſter of fin, by walking a 


men. 1% i adit: an 
I cannot, my dear ſiſter, diſapprove of Mr. Smyth's 
preaching in the barn. No, no— it was there the 


Lord was, of a truth. He confounded. the wiſdem 
of the wiſe, by revealing his myſteries to babes. 


The great and mighty work which God has carried 


on there, you cannot have a conception of from 
the hints 1 have given you. The pariſhioners of 
Dunsford were ſtrangers to our church, and here 
we dwell, in the midſt of a ſtiff-necked people, 
who reject the counſel of we ay ue, by con- 
tinuing in fin. Why, then, ſhould not Mr. Smyth, 
when they judged themſelves unworthy of eternal life, 
turn to thoſe who were willing to hear, as the 
great apoſtle Paul did to the Gentiles, un ſuch a 
caſe? Were he to forbear, for fear of man, the 
Lord God Almighty might juſtly ſwear in his wrath, 
that he ſhould not enter into his reſt. 8 it, 

| u 


4 


49 | 
O thou God of love, that thy ſervant ſhould fear 
man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, and forget 
thee, our huſband, who didſt vouchſafe, when we 
were naked, to clothe us, and eſpouſe us to thyſelf! 
Shall we, then, go a uhoring after other lovers, who 
Aide us corn, and wine, and oil? In ſo doing, our 
 Maher' would ſoon take us away. Oh, let us fear leſt 
a promiſe being left us of entering into his reſf, 
any of us ſhould come ſhort of it, by yielding to 
the ways and maxims of a world, deſtined to de- 


ſtruction! e 
= lord B———r's giving us notice to quit the 
houſe we live in, we ſhall be greatly diſtreſſed, as 


we know not where to get another : but I can give 
up my concerns into the hands of my God, who, 
I doubt not, will provide one in due time. Oh, 
may I ever be kept looſe, free from all anxiety! 
My God, who hath hitherto condufted me through 
many trials, will, I truſt, keep me from ſinkin 
into diſcontent, let my lot be caſt where it will, 
2 enable me to ſay, The will of the Lord be 
„ en $. 

May you, my dear ſiſter, be enriched with every 
ſpiritual bleſſing, and, at laſt, be called to be a par- 

' taker of thoſe joys which are at God's right hand. 
Amen, Lord Jeſus. Fail not to pray for © 
7 Your unworthy Sifter, 


%%, FEES S244 2004420444444 4544 $44 
To ber Siſter-in-Law. 


— May 3, 1776. 
1 HAVE been ſhamefully remiſs, I muſt confeſs, 
in not anſwering my deareft ſiſter's letter. Were 

I capable of conveying any inſtruftion, I fhould be 
indeed culpable for not writing ſooner. But, alas! 
how can ſuch a worthleſs worm as I hope to * 
£44 | u e 


A 


F -: 


uſe to any one? I am oppreſſed under a ſenſe' of 
my great nothingneſs, and utter vileneſs. O my 
cold heart, why art thou not loſt in wonder, love, 


and praiſe, reflecting on the long-ſuffering mercies 


of that tender, loving Jeſus, who willeth not the 
death of any ſinner. _ 1 1 
Mr. A left this yeſterday. He is a moſt 
amiable young man, and ſeems reſolved to follow 
Chriſt crucified, let the conſequence be what it will. 
He had been very dead for ſome time before Mr, 
Smyth went to ſee him; but the Lord, by his life- 
giving Spirit, much quickened him while he was 


here; ſo that he determined (through the help of 


God) to caſt off every weight, and, forſakin 
his own father's houſe, to run on the Lord's errand, 
wherever it ſhould pleaſe him, by his providence, 
to open a door. His mother and ſiſters are greatly 
averſe to his aſſociating with the little, deſpiſed 
flock of Chriſt ; but, at ae (gw appears ſtedfaſt, 
loving every one that nameth the name of Chriſt, 
if ſo be that they depart from all iniquity; 

We have, at laſt, procured a cabbin, 2 


of a room, and kitchen. Glory be to God for ſuc 


a ſhelter! it is more than the King of kings was 
always aſſured of. Oh that we may be thankful 
to that God from whom all bleſſings flow ! He has 
been drawing my mind from the love of all which 
the werld calls {elirable; or comfortable, by placing 
continually, as it were, before my eyes, the morti- 
fed like our bleſſed Lord and his diſciples led, while 
in this vale of miſery and tears. Oh may I always 
be enabled to look upon myſelf as a ſtranger and 
ſojourner here below, ſo paſſing through things 
temporal, as finally not to loſe the things eternal ! 

I agree with you, my dear ſiſter, in thinking we 
ſhould guard againſt ſpiritual pride. It may, and 
will creep in, if we loſe ſight of God. At preſent, 
however, I do not find it to be my beſetting ſin, 
as 


| * 3 
8... 


as 1 am, generally, quite depreſſed; nay, ſome. 
times, I find a fear in me which hath torment. Oh 
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obſtruts my ſpiritual fight. What a confuſed chaos 
of ignorance, what a lump of iniquity would I be, 
were I left entirely to myſelf! Pray for me, m 
dear ſiſter, that the Lord may ſpeedily enlighten my 
darkneſs, and ſhew the Chriſtian ſpirit, by anſwer- 
ing this immediately, though 1 do not deſerve it. 
Follow the example of him who doth. good to the 
unkind and the unthankful. Farewell. 1 


To her Siſter- in-Law. 
| May 16, 1776. 
My ever dear Siſter, HEE. 
EE Lord, of his over- flowing goodneſs, and 
4 mercy, was graciouſly pleafed to refreſh my 
ſoul, 1 found him as a place of broad 
waters—my ſoul was repleniſhed with the dew of 
his bleſſing. Were it not for the ſtrength of my 
precious Immanuel, I ſhould be weaker than helplels 
infancy ; but he has brought me out of the wilder-. 
neſs. had lately been in. I came forth, leaning on N 
my beloved, who is my joy, and my ſong, and p 
become my ſalvation. hile in this ſweet, happy 
frame, you occurred to = mind, as being encom- 
paſſed about with many ſnares, laid by thoſe who 
Profeſs to know God, yet in works deny him. I thought 
it my duty to write to you, and tell you freely my 
opinton. Oh think not, my dear ſiſter, I want to 
exalt myſelf, by finding fault with others. No truly; 
I am vile in my own eyes, and would wiſh to con- 
fider myſelf as a very worm, unworthy to do the 
FF meaneſt 
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meaneſt office for the dear diſciples of the crucified 
Jeſus, the lovely, precious Lamb of God. But, 
however mean e er in my own ſight, or 
that of others, the Lord God may make my poor 
words, written in weakneſs, to be raiſed in power. 
Think me not uncharitable, or cenſorious, when I 
ſay, I fear there are few of thoſe with whom you 
hold connexion (how few God alone knoweth !) 
who are dead with Chriſt, crucified to this world, 
with its affections and luſts. The following anec- 
dote, perhaps, will let you know what I aim at. 

A lady, in converſation lately with Mr. A 


aid with'a ſneer, Oh; the Methodiſts can do ali 


things, when they are converted: I remember Mrs. 
P—— and lady Betty C—— were in ſuch a way, 
once, about their ſins, that they threw afide their 
ruffles, their ornaments, &c.; but, when they got 
the Spirit, then they were at liberty to wear them, 
and could fit by a card- table with a ſafe conſcience.” 
Oh, how do theſe things cauſe the open enemies of 
the Lord to blaſpheme! Theſe are the wounds that 


Chriſt receives in the houſe of his friends. How 


many precious ſouls, has this accurſed conformity to 
the world deſtroyed! and yet they, who thus con- 
form, flatter themſelves that they are ſtill the chil- 


dren of God, becauſe they once taſted his pardon- 


ing love. Alas! I fear they have made this of none 
effect, by doing the things which are diſpleaſing in 
his ſight. May the Lord God Almighty ſhew them 
their error—cauſe them-to repent, and do their firſt 
works, or they may juſtly dread that he will never 
permit them to enter into the goodly land of pro- 
miſe. My' dear, dear ſiſter, I love you =I long for 
your ſoul's proſperity : but, how can either you or 
I hope that God will bleſs you, while you liſten to 
the reaſonings of men of corrupt minds, who-are deſts- 
tute of the truth. Were their religion the religion 


of Jeſus, I might almoſt ſay it would invalidate the 


whole 
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Fp 
whole word of God. Oh, let him be true, and every 
man a tar; and let all ſhew their faith by their 
works. You have got the unconnetted effuſions of a 
heart that longs for your happineſs : if I be miſtaken, 
the Lord lay it not to my charge. But oh, it can- 


not be—the teſtimony of God is greater than men, 
and that informs us, All that is in the world, the tuft 


of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, is 
of 2 of the ey pride of Ae 


not 0 ather, but ic of the world. ] am lure their 
practice is diametrically, oppoſite to that of our blef. 
ſed Lord and Maſter, who left us an example that 


| we ſhould follow his ſteps. Pardon me, if I offer to 


give you a little advice. Hitherto, you have only 
aſſociated with the rich Methodiſts ; now make the 
experiment, and ſearch out the poor who are rich in 


faith; entertain them; and though they cannot re- 
compence thee, thou wilt be recompenſed at the 


laſt great 8 when all diſtinctions will be laid aſide, 


and we mu 
halt, the maimed, the blind to your table, thoſe 


you are benefited moſt by their ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity, or the arguments of thoſe who would fain 
ſerve God and mammon. For the love of your im- 
mortal ſoul, liſten no longer to ſuch as would cor- 
rupt the word of God, and turn you from that ſimpli- 
city which is in Chriſt. Oh, what an horrible 
Jodtrine is that which ſeems to depreciate per- 
ſonal holineſs, while they falſely think that Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs is imputed to them, though they ſtill 
retain a body of ſin. But, let ſuch ſelf-deceivers 


ſit down with theſe poor in the king - 
dom of heaven, or be excluded from it. Call in the 


who are heirs of the kingdom, and prove whether 


he 


know that Chriſt hath died for them in vain, except 


he lives in them; and he cannot dwell in a ſoul 
that is led captive by any fin. His delight is in 


ſuch as excel in virtue. After juſtification, I believe, 
until all things become new in us, we may often 


{eel the rifing of evil tempers; but ſurely, the ea 
| 0 
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of God will not ſin wilfully. It is God's pro- 
miſe, Sin ſhall not kave dominion over hon. Claim,” 
then, the accompliſhment of all the: bleſſings of the 
new and everlaſting covenant. It is your privilege 
to be cleanſed from all unrighteouſneſs. Be not 
faithleſs, but — Now alſk in faith, and expect 
that God would fulfil that word which faith, From 
all your idols will I cleanſe vo Amen —ſo be it, 
Lord Jjeſus. 1 Ar ho his rnb does Yor et SHU ER 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 

„„ Maya e 

; My deareſt Siſter, 2 4h 1 * 

Have (glory for ever be to my God !) the teſti- 


15 mony in my own breaſt, that you unjuſtly ſuſpect 
e of having a pleaſure in publiſhing the failings of 
others. I know, and am aſſured, that my motive for 
g writing lately to you was love unfeigned, wherein I - 
„lad uo ſelf-intereſt. God forbid that I ſhould glory, 

4 lave in the croſs of my dear Maſter, and only Saviour, 

£ jeſus Chriſt, who is more precious to me at this 
p inſtant, than words can expreſs. Oh, | they are too 
4 weak to deſcribe his goodneſs to me, the chief of 


inners ! O my ſiſter, my friend, help me to magnify 
the Horn of my falvation, who thus ſupports my 
arooping ſpirits, by ſupplying me with the wine of 
his love. Oh, how refreſhing, after my long night 
of darkneſs! How ſhall I praiſe him! Had I ten 
thouſand worlds, I truſt, I ſhould give them up for 
tie knowledge of my adorable Lord. 
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Oh who would think ſuch lips would praiſe ! 
Or that my dark and winding ways 
Would ever lead to thee!“ | £2. 
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When I fat down to write to you; my full heart 
was obliged to give ſome vent, and depart from the 
ſubje&t in hand: but I now reſume it. My dear 
ſiſter, I will tell you the genuine ſentiments of my 


heart. Since ever I knew God, I have had a dread 


on me, leſt I ſhould ſpeak evil of any creature, ] 


can truly ſay, in this reſpect, that I rgoice not in 


ꝛniguity, but rejoice in the truth. The Lord knoweth 
it is the joy of my heart to hear that his children 


wall in the truth. As to what I mentioned, in re. 


ard to Mrs. P-—'s conduct, it was done with a 
view (I think I may call God to witneſs) to deter 
you from following a multitude to do evil ; and you 
are the only perſon to whom I have diſcloſed it. M 
dear ſiſter, I. tell you the truth; and, if God does 
not condemn me, I hope ou will not. Indeed, I 
have ſometimes thought, when my words and actions 
have been miſconſtrued, that it was a /mall thing to 
be judged of man's judgment; yea, I fear, indeed, to 


judge myſelf ; but the Searcher of hearts trieth the 
reins. „ | 


Now, my dear ſiſter, from the foregoing ex- 


preſſions, I do not pretend to juſtify my conduct in 


eneral, but only in that one particular inſtance. 

f I ſhonld, I know my lips would ou me perverſ. 
I have, ſometimes, ſuch an humbling ſenſe of my 
ſins, that I am almoſt aſhamed to lift up my eyes to 
that God, from whom my fooliſh heart is ſo apt to 
ſtray: yet, Itruſt, he is ſtill deepening his work in 
my ſoul, and ſhewing me more n_—_ the vanity of 
all things here below. You have often told me, | 
ought not to judge of another's. liberty. If you read the 
chapter to which you allude, you will find that it re- 
lates entirely to the Moſaic law, which Chriſt came to 
aboliſh, by the ſacrifice of himſelf. The liberty if 
the 8 of God is a freedom from ſin, not a liberty 
to fin. Where are we allowed to live after the fleſh, 
and to gratify the luſt of the eye, and the pride of 7 

cou 
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my objections to the lawfulneſs. of wearing ce/t/ 
apparel. Both Peter's and Paul's advice is in direct 
oppoſition to ſuch a practice. What indulges every 
evil temper more than dreſs? Its bad effects are 
numberleſs it nouriſnhes pride, ſelf. will, concu- 
piſcence, and extravagance—paſſions, which, for 
the kingdom of heaven's ſake, we muſt renounce 
nay, ſo pure are we required to be, that we are enjoined 
to hate the very garments ſpotted unth the fleſh. May 
the Lord God Almighty enlighten both our minds, 
that we may be enabled to forward each other in our 
heavenly journey, is the with, and now the prayer 
of | x 


Your much obliged, and loving Siſter. 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


725 June 13, 1776. 


O on, my very dear ſiſter, in the ſtrength of 
the Lord, and the power of his might, © until 
eternal life you win.” Remember, we have not 
only #/eſh and blood to reſiſt, but principalities and 
powers ; yea, all the fiery darts of the devil to en- 
counter: but the Lord's ſtrength is made perfect in 
human weakneſs. He will uphold you in the 
doubtful race, nor ſuffer you again to ſtray. Oh 
now come to the Lord, who waiteth to be gracious. 
Caſt off every weight, and all thoſe hinderances 
which block up your way to the heavenly land of 
promiſe. You may then be of good courage, for, 
the Lord whom you fee ſhall ſuddenly come to his 
temple. At preſent, I feel moſt tenderly for you, 
and bear a part in your diſtreſs. May it not ariſe, 
in ſome meaſure, from not giving way to con- 
2 viction 


could mention many texts that would authorize 
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viction ef ſome little thing in you diſpleaſing to the 
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Almighty? I find, I muſt give up all  carefulneſ 
about the things that periſh in the uſing, or loſe 


my ſtrength. I mentioned, in my: laſt, that an. 


anxious attention to cleanlineſs might tend to with. 
draw the heart from the one tang needful. Ah, 
what avails the out/de, if the inner parts be full of 
uncleannels. Our Lord ſeemed ſo inattentive to 
it, that he was reproved for not waſhing before 
dinner. . 1 
I find our houſe large enough ſmall things con- 
tent me now. Nay, I think 1 ſhould be afraid and 
aſhamed, to ſee myſelf in a high ſtation of life. 
When the bleſſed Son of God ſo humbled himſelf, 
ſhould we not follow his example in all humility, 
meekneſs, and tribulation; that ſo, ſuffering with 
him here, we may be called to reign with him 
hereatter? But this can only be effetted by his 
Spirit dwelling in us, and making all things new. 
You ſeem to think, my dear fiſter, that it would 
nouriſh ſpiritual pride, were Mr. Smyth to leave 
the church; but, I think, it would an{wer quite a 
contrary end, as it might prejudice. many ſervants 
of the Moſt High againſt us, who would not think 


alike, and would infallibly make us appear con- 


temptible in the eyes of worldlings. You imagine 
he ought to remain in the church, becanſe he was 


called in it; but I cannot ſee the leaſt ſcriptural | 


reaſon, why any one ſhould do what 1s contrary to 
his conſcience. Nay, St. Paul ſays, we muſt he 


fully perſuaded in owr own minds, and thinks that 


the weak ſhould abftain from many things lawful, 
leſt they ſhould wound their conſcience. You 
quote this paſſage, ©* Subnet yourſelves unto Cue) 
ordinance of man, for the Lord's fake.” But, if you 
ſearch the chapter wherein it occurs, you will find it 
refers only to kings and magiſtrates, as they are 
appointed for the punſhment of evil-doers, and tht 


1 praiſe 


F 20» 1 

praiſe of them that do well. It is, therefore, onr 
hounden duty to obey them, being deſired by our 
Lord to give tribute to whom tribute 1s due. But, as 
to matters of conſcience, this command has no 


nt 


reference. „„ 5 
I ſhall long, my dear ſiſter, to hear of your eſtate, 
Often am I under a cloud, yet, ſometimes, when 
things ſeems to be at the worſt, my God arz/es with 
healing in has wings. May he keep you from the 


error of the wicked, and, in his own good time, 


bring you where you ſhall praiſe the Lamb that was 
ſlain, being redeemed from all iniquity, and pre- 
ſented pure and ſpotleſs at his appearing and glory. 
Amen, and amen. My dear brother has the good 
wiſhes of his, and „„ 85 
|  _*. Your poor, unworthy Siſter. 
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To her Silter-in-Law.  ' 

N Strang ford. 

My dear Siſter, e 
M* long ſilence requires an apology. I have 
11 been much taken up in attending my youngelt 
child, who has been very unwell ; but is now (thanks 
be to God!) amazingly recovered. At the time T 
heard of his illneſs I was in Lifburn; and I found 
affliction did not come before it was wanted. In- 
deed, I am a moſt unſtable creature; and, therefore, 
would never excel, did not the Almighty ſometimes 
ſend a rough blaſt to blow off the duſt from my 
branches. I much. want a mind continually ſtayed 
on God, and conftant inward recollection. The 
viſits I have from on high, are, of late, but.tran- 
lent, yet they help to cheer me, and give me hopes 
that the Lord hath not rejected me from amongſt 
bis people. I cannot tell you how deeply I am 
convinced of my utter unprofitableneſs, and my 
E 3 readineſs 


1 202 J 
readineſs to ſtart afide, like a deceitfal bow. 1 
have learned an humbling knowledge of my own 
wretchedneſs, by the Lord's withdrawing his com- 
forting preſence, which uſed to enlighten my dark 
neſs. I think I have alſo learned this happy leſſon, 
to bear the infirmities of the weak, from my own 
great, and many backſlidings. My love T find 
very defective; and, truly, we are but as ſounding 
brafs, or tinkling cymbals, without it. Oh that it 
were now ſhed abroad in this poor heart of mine 
My dear ſiſter, be not diſquieted, if your intended 

jaunt to England be fruſtrated. God is to be found 
every where: only let us now do his will, in all 
times, and in all places. I believe, we are ſometimes 
deluded by-the enemy, and prevented from now 
doing what is needful, by 3 of future uſeful. 
neſs. But do not imagine I condemn you: no—1 
rather feel for you, knowing how often Satan trans- 

. forms himſelf into an angel of light, to my ſenſes. In- 
deed, I am a poor creature, toſſed to and fro, and 
ready to give way to every ſuggeſtion of the tempter. 
J long to be eſtabliſhed, ſtrengthened, and ſettled, 
4hat being a pillar. in the houſe of my God, I may 
go out no more for ever. e 

I hope my brother's ſoul proſpers, and that he 
daily finds a death unto ſin, and a new birth unto 
righteouſneſs.” Surely, both you and he are dear to 
The heart of 


| 5 Your loving, and grateful Sifter, 
$$400009900030900000000$004009854009 
5 To her Siſter-in-Law. 


My very dear Siſter, 7D 
« H, dark, dark, dark, I ſtill muſt ſay, 
Amidſt the blaze of goſpel-day.” 
a Alas! 


q 


— 


EE 
1 Alas! this is, at preſent, the unhappy ſtate of my 


n mind, and I think I ſeem quite hardened. Seldom do I 
„ find thoſe bleſſed meltings of heart, which once were 
8 ſo (refreſhing. . I cannot think, with you, that we 
1, are) in the way of our duty, When we find that it 
N hicidders our communion with God. Many have 
1d found, who were called to much worldly buſineſs, a 
g continual intercourſe opened between God and their 


it ſouls ; but, perhaps, you and I are called differently. 
I know the apoſtle ſays, Caſt off every weight. Lord, 


Fi enable me to do this] but, at preſent, I do not fee 
4 bow it is poſſible for me. Oh that\I could leave 
il the way and means of deliverance to the Lord, in. 
68 ſure confidence, that he will, at length, bring me 
W out of this wilderneſs, and make all the crooked 
l paths become ſtraight before me! # 

X | Mrs. Paul's kindves deſerves my gratitude ; but 
4 my dwelliag, I believe, muſt be now far from 
n- thence. I muſt no longer pleaſe the will of the 
id fleſh, but endeavour to do the will of God, though 
1. by ſuffering, and the loſs of all things. Oh that 
d, every day, every hour, I may be more crucified 


a to this enſnaring world! Chriſt, I truſt, will be 
. my ſatisfying portion: but oh, how unworthy of 
he ſuch a rich inheritance! Indeed, I am deſpicable 
to and vile in my own eyes; and, ſurely, the God of 
10 purity muſt abhor me. My dear fiſter, pray far 
: me. Perhaps, the Lord is uncovering my heart; 
er. but, indeed, the ſiglit is almoſt more than I can 
I bear. O wretched woman that I am! Who ſhall . 
L deliver me from the body of this death ? It is good 
that I ſhould be thus ſelf-humbled below all the 
children of God; for, indeed, I am ynworthy of 
that highly-favoured appellation. Oh, how clearly 
do I now ſee that all is of grace, free, unbounded 
goodneſs! Well am I perſuaded that in my fleh 
dwelleth no good thing. ITY 
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To her Siſter-in- Law. 


My dear Siſter, o | 

EIS cine Creme one, groaning under a ſenſe 
of inbred corruption, and yet not finding 

power to cry to God for relief. „ 


C Alas! how chang'd am I, of late, 
Since Jeſus has withdrawn! 


Cheerleſs my * and dull my nights — 
The day-ſtar does not dawn.” _ 5 


** 


O my ſiſter, Jam greatly oppreſſed. Many a fore 
conflict I have which no one knows of. Sometimes, 
I think it ſeems utterly impoſſible that I can ever 
arrive to that holineſs which God requires of me: 
but, is not this limiting the Almighty ? The work is 
his. Indeed, I am bowed down greatly; yet, I 
think, I have not as feeling a ſenſe of my fins as1 
ſhould have. O my God, ſearch me, and prove 
me; and whatever of {in is found, oh, bid it all 
depart! Seldom, very ſeldom do I find tears, which 
have often eaſed my troubled breaſt. I know not 
what way to purſue—ſtill my heart condemns me; 


therefore, I have not confidence towards God. 


Sometimes I ſuppoſe my inward diſtreſſes may pro- 
ceed partly from outward cauſes, as I have not much 


retirement, being ſo confined in houſe-room. I am, 
_ alſo, more employed in houſhold-work : but, is not 


this my duty to work willingly with my hands, that 
I may have to give to him that needeth. Oh, what a 


wretch am I! The Son of God condeſcended' to 


leave the throne of his glory, and to become the 
ſelvant of all; yet I, a worm of the earth, am obli- 


-ged to reſiſt my corrupt nature, when I endeavour 
to copy his humility. %%: nf; oy 
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My dear ſiſter, I fear, from your letter, that you do 
not reprove the world of fin, or they would hate you; 
and you would find no longer the lamb-like temper 
in them. Make but trial. Talk to them, all the 
day long, of the good things of God, and, perhaps, 
you will diſcover a hon, before night. I know I 
never could find the diſpoſitions you mention in the 
unregenerate, when any one teſtified that their deeds 
were evil. A deſire for the converſation of worldly 
people is not my beletting ſin. I am unhappy when 


I meet with them, except I talk of the one thing 


needful; and, indeed, I think, I could not fit in their 
company guiltleſs, if I did otherwiſe. But it is ſel- 
dom I am expoſed to ſee any, as they hate my ways 
as much as I do theirs. Oh, how can we love thoſe 
who are enemies to the ſweet Saviour of the world, 
and all the pleaſant paths that lead to his kingdom ! 
What felloꝛuſſiip has light with darkneſs ! It is moſt 
dangerous to wiſh to pleaſe any one, but for their 
good, unto edification. If we ſtrive to approve our- 
hoes unto God alone, it will be a ſmall thing with 
us, either to be loved, or judged of man. Let us 
leave deſire, and we ſhall and reſt. 

Mr. Smyth is much in the Lord's work, at preſent; 
and, I truſt, he will yet reap the fruit of his labour. 
On our road to N dt, laſt Thurſday, it occurred 
to me, as we drew near a village, that the curate who 


reſided there had behaved kindly to our blind ſiſter, 


and ſpoken favourably of Mr. Smyth's tenets ; there» ' 
fore we agreed to call on him, and he received us 
courteoufly. Mr. Smyth told him, if he had no ob- 


jection, he would preach. there the day following; 
with which he ſeemed well pleaſed, and ſaid, 

would take care to inform the whole town. Accord- 
ingly, Mr. Smyth did preach, and another clergy- 
man, who heard him, thanked him for his excellent 
diſcourſe. Mr. Smyth, addreſſing hamfelf to the 
firſt, ſaid, “J believe, * I have been reꝑreſented 
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to you as one out of my ſenſes; to which he re- 
plied, *« Would to God, Mr. Smyth, that we were 
all as much ſo!” Then, inviting us to dinner, our 
_ converſation turned entirely on ſpiritual ſubjects, 
with which he did not appear unacquainted, having 
often heard the Methodiſts, when he was a boy, 
The other miniſter ſeemed very anxious to come to 
the knowledge of the truth, and made Mr. Smyth“ 
promiſe, that, when he returned, he would take a 
bed at his houſe. ' Such birds are not to be caught 
every day, therefore he intends going, there again 
next Monday. To the Lord God be all the glory, 
for we are ſinners! 10 


rennen 
To her Siſter-in-Law. a 


M* N thanks to my dear ſiſter for her kind 
| and condoling letter. Indeed, J ſometimes 
need a little encouragement, as a ſenſe of my urigng. 
titude to my heavenly Benefattor lays me low, ve 
low. I find a root of bitterneſs in my heart, whic 
would daily ſpring up, were it not for the cries of my 
Saviour's blood. When I firſt rejoiced in God, 1 
found very little combat with fleſh and blood, but! 
am now called to wreſtle, or elſe give up the prize, 
But, tho* the enemy thru/ts /ore at me that I may fall, 
T think, outwardly, he has got no great advantage. 
Yet, alas! the heart, from whence all wickednels 
proceeds, ſeems ſtill corrupt. Perhaps, it is good for 
me to ſee my want of an entire renewal of nature— 
a perfect ſanctification of body, foul, and ſpirit. 
This is the thing that I long for—to have all my 
Fruit unto holineſs, I want to have that meek and 
lowly mind—that perfect love which is deſcribed in 
the 13th chapter of the Corinthians. But oh! how 
far ſhort do I fall in every particular! I am, indeed, 
r 8 12 


w .Þ 


; 3 


rc, 
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as ground overgrown with thorns. I begin to find 
it good to work willingly with my hands, when the 
work is of ſuch a nature as to require little thought; 
but, of late, I have been obhged to take care of many 
things. Iam cautious of 2 ſervant, who is not, 
at leaſt in ſome meaſure, ferrous as David ſays, A 
deceitful perſon ſhall not . devell- in my. houſe—he that 
telleth hes ſhall not tarry in my / 228 ht. : 

I truſt to hear of the 2 both of your ſoul 
and body, in England. Oh, my dear ſiſter, avoid 
conformity to the world. I fear, many among the 
Calviniſts have made ſſipꝛurech of the faith, for want 
of ſelf· denial, and deadneſs to the world. | 

The Lord's work, in this part of his vinerandifa is 
marvellous: There ſeems to be a general awaken- 
ing all around young and old flocking to hear the 
word. Mr. Smyth receives invitations from various 
parts; but, at preſent, cannot anſwer them all. We 
hear of ſome clergymen who begin to think favour- 
ably of the work. 

God Almighty bleſs you and my dear brother, and 
give you both that diſpoſition to count all things but 
lols, that ye may obtain a crown of gran 41 4 


"x 


To her Siſter-in-Law, 1 | 


»- 


Aug, 1 6. 
My ever dear Siſter 5 2 776: 
Believe the very unſettled fate of mind I have 
been in, of late, has been partly the occaſion af 
my not anſwering your letter ſooner. Oh; how I 
long to leave the things of earth, and aſcend, hight 
and joyful, to the mount of God! Y , like as the 
hart panteth for the:water=brooks; ſo longeth my foul 


for God, Even the God of whom e my ſal- 


vat ion. EIN — 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, my dear ſiſter, I fear I have ſuffered much 
loſs, of late, by being obliged to attend to: domeſiic 
concerns: yet it is my te though I ſometimes fear 
it is not the croſs of Chriſt, I always find myſelf 
moſt bleſſed, when diveſted of every thing which 
does not lead to God; and am truly wretched, when 
bereft of communion with the ſource of all bliſs : 


„ Like Noah's dove I find no ret, 0 0 M 
Till in che ark of Jeſu's breaſt.” kor 


Oh may he hide me, till the ſtorm of life be paſt, 
and, at length, bring me to that happy ſhore, where 
all ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away! 0 
Surely, my late conflicts, however unpleaſing to 
the fleſh, have been, through divine grace, a means 
of my more effectual humiliation. © Indeed, I loathe 
and abhor myſelf, and fin. I have a moſt deceitful 
heart. Lord, do thou cleanſe and purify it—enhven 
my ſpirit, and enlighten my eyes! Give me to know 
and feel that in thee, Almighty Jehovah, I have 
righteouſneſs and firength! I think I have now more 
pity for the tempted, and am more inchned to bear 
the burthens of others with ſympathy. 
Our affairs are much embarraſſed at preſent. - May 
the tender loving Jeſus make my ways ſo plain be. 
fore my face, that my footſteps may not ſhide! 1 
have need of the whole armour of God, leſt I become 
a prey to the devouring lion in this hour of tempta- 
jon. Good Lord, deliver me! O be my rock, my 
houſe of defence, and my ſtrong tower againſt the 
face of mine enemies ! But I fear I have often for- 
feited his tender care, by my great unfaithfulnels. 
+I am a flothful ſervant : I do not fill up all my time 
to his glory. Let not your prayers be wanting for 
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To 1 her Siſter-in Law. 


Aug 31, aw 


H OW kind'is my « er ſiſter and friend thus to 
pour the balm of comfort into my wounded 
ſoul ! Indeed, I am unworthy of fach conſolation; 
yet I know, if I wait till I am better, I will never go 
to the Healer of breathes. Vou ſay, there is no con- 
demnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus's but, my 
dear ſiſter, Ithink I find much. That reproof given 
to the church of Epheſus for having left its firſt 
love, particularly ſuits my caſe. Had I been faithful, 
ſurely, I would have grown more in grace and know: 
ledge. -I ſeem now truly in thi valley of humiliation. 
Oh may J learn obedience from the things which I 
ſuffer! When] firſt found peace of conſeience, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, I was often troubled that 1 
did not more clearly ſee the deſperate uncleanneſs 
of my heart. I mentioned this uneaſineſs to a ſpi- 
ritual friend, who ſaid, © Perhaps, you could not 
bear it. 1 ſuppoſe I could not, at that time. 4 — 
times, I have a faint hope that my God is carr 

on his work in my ſoul, and that I ſhall yet ſee bes 


ter days. Lord, Pr it, for: I dear Son's fake! | 
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am 11776, 

T HE Love /rhorview e . ſiſter, are more 
than my tongue can tell. Oh be has been 
gracious, and long ſuffering towards me, who have 
been moſt rebellious! Whenee is this goodneſs, that 
my Lord ſhould thus condefcend to look on his 
handmaiden. My — ever bleſſed be the name 


of my great Deliverer) 


- 


O 


been, at times, rejoicing 
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in God my Saviour, and, at other times, has heen 
kept in much peace. F find that I have continual 
reaſon to flee to the 8 blood, to ſprinkle m 

every word and thought. my ſoul, bleſs thou the 
Lord! praiſe him, and magnify him for ever.  Imow 
taſte his love my heart is enlarged, ſo that I almoſt 
long to quit this tenement of clay, and be for ever 
with my dear, my adorable Jeſus. Oh he is lovelier 
than ten thouſand he is altogether lovely] Oh, who 
would not give their hearts to thee, thou precious 
Immanuel! Words fail me! I muſt eaſe my full 
breaſt with a few tears —bleſſed, joyful tears! they 

are moſt refreſhing. Oh, I have none here to be a 
partaker of my joy. They are all ſtrangers to it. 
Oh, my. Chriſt, ſuffer them not to periſh. Ride 
over the hearts of the rebellious. Oh, bow down 
the ſtubborn necks, and make them ſubmit to thy 
ſweet yoke ! O Lord, according to the multitude of 
thy mercies, do away their offences. Let them not 
be deſtroyed utterly. Surely, one drop of, thy pre- 
cious blood can waſh out all their ſins, though they 


be red as ſcarlet. 


O my fweetſiſter, I uviſh I had you here: I. know 


we ſhauld be knit together in the bonds of map ry 


Oh, have we not drimk into one ſpirit ? Why, then, 
ſhould our bodies be ſeparated at this time? I think, 
if you poflibly could come down, it would be profi- 
table to your foul; Come, then, and ſee the wonders 
the Lord has done, in this part of his vineyard. We 
had a feaſt of love, a few nights ago, and Jeſus was 
near to bleſs. The divine flame ſeemed kindled in 
every breaſt. Oh that you would come here in time 
for the next quarterly meeting! May I have any 
hopes of it ? It is, I muſt own, a ſtrange thought: 
yet, ſurely, nothing is too hard for the Lord to bring 
about. If my brother would leave all behind, for 
awhile, and pay us a vifit, ſurely, he would find it 
was not a vain thing to wait upon the Lord. N 


- + Why 
3 


— 
7 


nim, that he may entirely ſub 


L ans Y 


this longing deſire to ſee you both ? Surely, it is 


from God. Yes-—he is 'now-yearning over you 


both, and inviting you to come and tafte that he 1s 
gracious, and mercitul, ſlow to anger, and of great 
kindneſs. He will heal your backſlidings, and love 
you freely—He is a God that forgiveth iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion, and fin. Oh. g's up your hearts to 
ue them to himſelf! 

It is time to tell you that Lam now in Luſburn**#*## 
am become as a ſtink in the noſtrils of thoſe who 
formerly appeared my friends; but, ſure, if I have 
Jeſus for my friend, I ſhall have made a bleſſed ex- 
change. He will ſupport me—yea, he will nouriſh 


my ſoul unto eternal life. Soon ſhall the troubles 


and trials of this preſent time be gone, and we ſhal 


ing the ſong of Mofes and the Lamb, far euer and ever. 


Oh, ſhould not our hearts leap for joy at the bleſſed 


proſpect? And, ſhall theſe eyes, indeed, behold my 
God ? Shall I view him in his glory ? Oh, then, my 


ſoul, bleſs the Lord that he hath called thee; in ſome 
meaſure, to be a pattaker of his ſufferings | Welcome 


croſſes, welcome loſſes, and all things that tend to 


further my everlaſting peace! 


. 


I was diſappointed at not receiving a letter from 


_ 


Mr. Smyth, this day: but it is good to be reſigned. 


My heart, of late, has been painfully tender. I fear 


leſt my affections ſhould: wander from the ſource of 
all joy. * a 


My ſecond. little one is at Derriagby, amd awe 
moſt bewitching creature. . I find I have need to he 
continually on my guard, watching; unto prayer, leſt 


any thing ſhould lodge in that heart, where Jeſus 
mould reign without a rival. 1 25 ai9.s 2:1 1500 
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50 To her Siſter-in-Law. 


My much loved Siſter, 1 | 

6 + O whom I am doubly united, but cloſeſt in 
1. the bonds of that love, which many waters can- 
wot (quench. How do 1 feel, my unworthineſs to 
have the bleſſing of your friendſhip! But, to God 
be the glory, who inclines any of his dear children 
to bear me in remembrance, when ſeparated in body, 
Your tenderneſs almoſt pains me. Oh, what am I, 
-or what 18 my father's houſe, that I ſhould be en- 
rolled with God's people ! Surely, my obligations 


are increaſed to you, and my dear brother, by your 


very - uncommon! kindneſs to my uncle and aunt. 
Oh, may ye never grow weary. of the labour of 
love, and the patience of hope, till ye both reach 


that happy kingdom, where ye ſhall reap an eternal 
| harveſt! O bleſſed hope of glorious bliſs! What a 


'foul-tranſporting thought to meet you both there, 
where parting is no more! Oh let the conſideration 
ſtir us both up to greater diligence, that we may 
make our calling and election fure ! My God ſeems 
to be allowing me a longer ſpace, in order that 
1 may be fully ripe. for the fickle, before it is 


_ thruſt in. ieee HE e eee 
Were it the will of God, my heart goes after 


ſeeing you, but when, or whether I ſhall, God 
Anoweth.. Mr. Smyth intends! (God willing) to 
begin an excurſion, this .evening, for eight or ten 
days. It was judged improper that I ſhould ac- 
: eompaay him; but, I think, I can, without regret, 
bear his abſence, as I truſt, through mercy, he may 
be inſtrumental of plucking ſome brands from ever- 
laſting burning, | | 


- _ . - Surely, your account of Plunket-ſftreet ſhould be 


a matter of thankſgiving to all who love our Lord 


Jeſus in fincerity, Oh that all diſſenſions might 
5 ceale, 


T ing N 
ceaſe, and each ſtrive who ſhould love beſt! Glory 


be to God! his work proſpers much in this circuit. 
Five, we are informed, were juſtified, under- a ſer- 
mon of Mr. Smyth's, when he was laſt in Lifhurn. 
Indeed, I think the Lord is making him more zea- 
lous for the converſion of fouls. He is now going 
to two towns where he never preached, in one of 
which lives a clergyman, who was very earneſt to 
Tee him, and preſſed him much to go there, at the 
time of the viſitation. He has been diſappointed 
of more than one piece of ground to build the 
preaching-houſe on; but, I truſt, the Lord will la 

out a place where his honour may dwell. It is 
thought Mr. A-——— has frightened one man from 
ſelling his ground. Oh, may God turn his heart! 
for he knows not what he is doing. © © 


SEPSIS IIISISISEIESISISSIISISSSSS 
To her Siſter-in-Law. $8: 

4 | seele. Derriagliy. 

My very dear Siſter, 10858 


HE Lord, by unſeen providences, has turned 

my captivity, as the rivers of the South, making 

mine enemies to be at peace with me, at a time 
when it could leaſt be expected. Oh, what a God 
do the Chriſtians ſerve ! He*hath the hearts of all 
men in his hands, and can make the lion lie down 
with the lamb. I am much careſſed by all my fa- 
ther's family, and my company rather courted, than 
deſpiſed? My old aunt ſuffers me to read Mr. 
Welley's Notes on the Old Teſtament to her, and 
is highly pleaſed with them, but ſhe will not read 
the New Teſtament, for fear of meeting with ſome 
Methodiſm. However, ſhe may be brought on by 
degrees. My father ſends Frank for me when he 
thinks I do not come often enough, and indulges 
1 5 x me 
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Mm 
me by letting me talk of the people and ways of 


God, without interruption. 


. The voice of the country, alſo, ſeems quite turned 
in Mr. Smyth's favour ; but, my dear ſiſter, I can- 
not ſay I am at all elated by it. I know favour is 
deceitful ; therefore, I only look on it as a day of 
ſun- ſhine, which may ſoon be overcaſt with a cloud. 
The Lord is fo gracious, that I have always more 
dread of ſinning in proſperity, than in adverſity. 
Being told that my aunt ſaid I was much more 
agreeable, of late, I began to call my ways to re- 
membrance, fearful that I was grown a man-pleaſer, 
I reaſoned about the matter, till terror made me 
ſhed tears; yet, I believe, it was one of the ſtrata- 
gems of my old enemy, as 1 could not recolleft 
any converſation I had with her, which was not 
intended to miniſter grace. | 
Miſs S—— lately wrote to my uncle G—+, 
informing him that ſhe could neither think nor talk 
of any thing but Mr. Smyth's affairs; and that, 
being aſſured his oppoſers had 7 worldly ad- 
vantage, ſhe had employed one of the :moſl able 
lawyers to give his qpinion, and begged, if there 
| ae cee to be aſked, my uncle would 
meet him at her father's houſe. My mind is kept 
in perfect peace with regard to this matter. I have 
not a with about it, except that God may be glo- 
rified, and ſouls ſaved. I was preſent during the 
trial, and often obliged to laugh hęartihy. Many 
gentlemen were extremely civil to me. One came 
up to me, and ſaid, © You need not, Madam, be 
the leaſt alarmed; for Mr. Smyth has made an ex- 
cellent defence ;” but he little knew that it was my 
crown of rejoicing. 
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To her Siſter-in- Law. 

My ever dear Siſter, „„ 
I TRUST it is for good that 'the Lord has re- 
tarded your intended journey. I think I am, 
every day, more ſenſible that the very hairs of our 
head are all numbered.. But oh, what are we, or 
what our father's houſe, that the Lord ſhould be 
thus mindful of uss oe 3 
Mr. Smyth's trial is ſtill going on. I have not 
had an uneaſy thought about it, except with regard 
to the oaths that were taken. Indeed, in the molt 
righteous cauſe, the thought of an oath ſhocks me, 
as our Lord ſays, Swear nat at all, and the apoſtle 


James, alſo, Above all things, my brethren, 7 
elt 


Let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay, left ye 
into condemnation. Many think I carry 1 too 
far: if ſo, may the Lord teach me otherwiſe! 


I could not 1 at that _ your 
0 


letter, where you ſaid, it was happy for me that 1 
was not cumhbered with. many warldly matters. 


At that very time, I was buſily employed about 


my youngeſt little one, who has been ſo reduted 
by getting his teeth, that it Wwas theught he could 
not ſurvive long; but the To has been graci J 
pleaſed to ſpare him, I hape, to be his faitl 
ſoldier and fervant. I alſo, and another of t 
family, have been uſing means te remove a dil- 
agreeable complaint: but, ſurely; all thele calamis 
ties are permitted for ſome wiſe end; perhaps, for 
the trial of our patience. Ob, may it have its 
perfect work in my ſoul! I muſt confels, my dear 
ſiſter, with ſhame and confuſion OE bes IL 
ſometimes, find a riſing of diſcontent, which pro- 
ceeds from a fear that the thorns ſpringing up will 
choke the good ſeed that is ſown in my heart. 
am obliged to be actively engaged every day, not 


_ thinking it expedient to keep another ſervant : and 
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me by letting me talk of the people and ways of 
God, without interruption. „ 
. The voice of the country, alſo, ſeems quite turned 
in Mr. Smyth's favour ; but, my dear ſiſter, I can- 
not ſay 1 am at all elated by it. I know favour is 
deceitful; therefore, I only look on it as a day of 
Tun-ſhine, which may ſoon be overcaſt with a cloud. 
The Lord is fo gracious, that 1 have always more 

dread of ſinning in proſperity, than in adverſity, 
Being told that my aunt ſaid I was much more 
agreeable, of late, 4 began to call my ways to re- 
membrance, fearful that I was grown a man- pleaſer. 
I reaſoned about the matter, till terror made me 
ſhed tears; yet, I believe, it was one of the ſtrata- 
gems of my old enemy, as I could not recollett 
any converſation I had with her, which was nat 
intended to miniſter grace. 

Miſs S——— lately wrote to my uncle G, 

informing him that ſhe could neither think nor talk 
of any thing but Mr. Smyth's affairs; and that, 
being aſſured his oppoſers had _ 
vantage, ſhe had employed one of the moſl able 
lawyers to give his qpinion, and begged, if there 
were gay ne to be .alked, my uncle would 
meet him at her father's houſe. My mind is kept 
in perfect peace with regard to this matter. I have 
not a wiſh about it, except that God may be glo- 
rified, and fouls ſaved. I was preſent during the 
trial, and often obliged to laugh heartily. Many 
.gentlemen were extremely civil to me. One came 
up to me, and ſaid, © You need not, Madam, be 
the leaſt alarmed ;; for Mr. Smyth has made an ex- 
cellent defence ;” but he little knew that it was my 
crown M rejoicing. 
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I1I0 her Siſter-in-Law. 

My ever dear Siſter, N 
I TRUST it is for good that 'the Lord has re- 

tarded your intended journey. I think I am, 
every day, more ſenſible that the very hairs of our 
head are all numbered.. But oh, what are we, or 
what our father's houſe, that the Lord ſhould be 
thus mindful of uss f ö 
Mr. Smyth's trial is ſtill going on. I have not 
had an uneaſy thought about it, except with regard 
to the oaths that were taken. Indeed, in the molt 
righteous cauſe, the thought of an oath ſhocks me, 
as our Lord ſays, Sear nat at all, and the apoſtle 
James, alſo, Above all things, my brethren, {acer oat 
Let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay, le Je It 
into condemnation. Many think I carry this too 
far: if ſo, may the Lord teach me otherwiſe! + : 


I could not Dew ſmiling at that of your 


letter, where you ſaid, it was happy for me that 1 
was not cumbered with, many. warldly matters. 


At that very time, I was bufily 2 about 


reduced 


my youngeſt little one, who has been : 
] 


by getting his teeth, that it was thepght he c 
nod tut long; but the Lord has been graciq 
pleaſed to ſpare him, I hope, to be his fai 
ſoldier and fervant. I alſo, and another of t 
family, have been uling means te remove a diſę 
agreeable complaint: but, ſurely; all thele calamis 
ties are permitted for ſome wiſe end; perhaps, for 
the trial of our Patience. Oh, may it have its 
perfect work in my ſoul! I muſt confeſs, my dear 
ſiſter, with ſhame and confuſion of face, that I, 
ſometimes, find a riſing of diſcontent, which pro- 
ceeds from a fear that the thorns ſpringing up will 
choke the good ſeed that is ſown in my heart. 
am e to be actively engaged every day, not 
thinking it expedient to keep another ſervant 5 and 
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[ 116 ] 
I am too apt to ſuppoſe that I ſhould: be more de- 
voted to God in ſome other late of life. However, 
I am convinced it is only a deluſion, though the 
Aemptation is again and again preſented to me. 
My poor ——— is much to be pitied.- I doubt 
not but her great prejudice may, partly, be occaſf. 
oned by a letter I wrote to her, ſome time ago, 
Indeed, I was conſtrained to ſpeak pretty freely to 
her, as I thought it was very melancholy that ſhe 
ſhould, take ſuch pains about her periſhing body, 
and be ſo unmindful of her immortal ſoul. I do not 
_ repent my having done ſo, though, it is to be fear. 
ed, it had not the deſired effect. As I did not ſhun 
to declare to her the counſel of God, I am clear 
of her blood, ; 5 
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To her Siſter. in- Law. 
| . nee r b e Strang. ford. 
My very dear Siſter, 1 e 
A LETTER directed to Mr. Smyth, from one 
41 Mr. C —, near Cavan, having firſt fallen 
into my hands, has greatly comforted my ſoul, I 
could ſcarce help running in the ſtreet, while I was 
gaing to Billy B „in order to communicate 
the good news, and make him pray for the peti- 
tioner. The purport of the letter was as follows: 
1, and my two ſiſters, ſome time ago, joined 
Mr. Weſley's ſociety, and have, ever ſince, enter- 
tained his preachers. My brother, who is a cler- 
gyman, at firſt oppoſed us much, on account of 
our religious principles; but he is now, 1 
3 convinced of the truth, as you may lee by 
the following paragraphs which I have tranſcribed 
from a letter he lately wrote to we. 5 4 
| | * 6 Sen 


o 


„ RES 
Send me down Fletcher's 1 which I. had 
from you before, as alſo the Book of Homulies; 
Within this laſt fortnight, I have obtained great 
light, partly, by comparing various books, but 
chiefly from the Father of leghts. May he enable 
me to perſevere, and make a good uſe of it. I 
ſend encloſed a paper, which, I ſuppoſe, you will 
know how to diſpoſe of; for I do not know any 
particular perſon to direct it to. I am weak with 
bodily infirmities, but am gaining ſtrength in the 
inward man. I am in heavineſs ; but I have great 


hope it will ſoon be turned into joy to Joy un- 


- /peakable.” 3 ot 

+ I ſhall now give you a copy of the note which 
he encloſed, beſeeching you to call upon God in 
bis behalf. „„ | 

A clergyman of the eſtabliſhed church, who 
is convinced of fin, - humbly requeſts that the truly 
{ithful in Chriſt Jeſus may put up a- petition for 
him in particular to the Father of mercies, that he 
would, of his infinite goodneſs, pardon his fins, 
and cut ſhart the work in Wee and alſo (if 
it pleaſes him) that he would enable bim to be an 
advocate for the truth. —It is requeſted. that this 
paper, or a copy of it, may be tranſmitted. from 
place to place, wherever the truly faithful are to 
be found; and it is not doubted but they will join 
with the writer of it, in praiſing and magnifying. 


the Lord for all his mercies.“ 


And now, my ſiſter, join with me in praiſing 
that Jeſus who bringeth loſt ſinners to God. He. 


is excellent in wiſdom, mighty in power, doing, 
wonders, | 5 * | 


Were wiſhes available, I ſhould ſay with you, 


e J long for an interview.“ Indeed, I truſt, it 


would be mutually beneficial; for, ſurely, as iron 


fharpeneth iron, ſo doth the countenance of” a man ths, 
friend. . ö nn * 


2 nv" TR 


1 8 J 


I have comfortable news to tell you in regard te 
John. He really ſeems, at times, filled with grace, 
and knowledge. His memory is wonderful, beyond 
deſcription. His deliglit is in the ſaints of the earth, 
and he loves the good ways of God. I think his 
converſation has been much in heaven, ſince a 
remarkable dream he had, ſome time ago, wherein 
he thought he ſaw the heavens open to receive him, 
but I pulled him back, as he was aſcending, being 
unwilling to part with him. He told me, that, 
after he awoke, he was ſo afraid to behold the 
vanities of the world again, leſt they ſhould deprive 
him of the fine fight he beheld, that he would not 
open his eyes: © for (ſaid he) while I kept them 
ſhut, the devil ſeemed out of me.” Indeed were I 
to, ſet down ſome of his expreſhons, they would 
amaze you. He will, fometimes, get by heart the 
ſcripture-ſtories in his ſpelling-book, without being 
deſired; and the inferences he frequently draws 
are ſurpriſing. Lord, give me grace to reſign him, 
if it be thy will to take him hence! I- repeatedly 
make an offering of my children to him who know- 
eth beſt how to diſpo of, them, and, through the 
power of God, am kept from having my heart ſet 
upon them. oy Os | 
I can give you but a ſmall notion how the word 
of the Lord runs, and is glorified, all around. Young 
and old, flock to the ſtandard of Jeſus, as the doves 
unto their windows. I think the claſs in this town 
conſifts of thirty-fix, almoſt all alive to God, par- 
ticularly ſome pretty girls, who ſeem reſolved to 
take the kingdom of heaven by violence. | 
Many thanks for your kind attention to our in- 
tereſt. The ſcheme you propoſe, in time paſt, we 
might have eſteemed a moſt eligible and agreeable 
one; but, according to Mr. Smyth's preſent opini- 
ons, it never can take place. He does not intend 


to accept of any preferment whatſoever in the 
1 | Church, 


* 


5 119 1 


Church. Indeed, I think his call, at this time, is, 
in Ireland, as his poor endeavours have been crowned; 
with ſuch abundant ſucceſs, He united eleven, a 


few days ago, in ſociety, at Kk————, who would 
have no one elſe to join them. Oh, may our God 
unite them in better bonds, by putting his Spirit 
into them, that thoſe amongſt them who are at 
preſent, as dry bones, may have lite, and that many 


may be added to them, to /fand up a great army, 


fighting under the banner of Chriſt ! | 
FFP 
To her Siſter- in-Law. 
1 | N Strang ford. 
My very dear Siſter, 2 27 8 


1 HAVE not time to anſwer your letter parti 
1 cularly; but ſhall juſt inform you, that on the 


day the trial was laſt held, ſeven of Mr. Smyth's 


witneſſes were examined, who all made a noble 


confeſſion in his favour, and perfectly agreed in 


their 1 Our oppoſers have cloſed. the 
examination, of their witneſſes, who. were but four 


1 


in all. One of the church-wardens, though deſired 


to appear againſt him by lord B „ſpoke highl 

in 115 28, - Oh, (12. wonderful Nt the Ven 
of God! Surely, his enemies ſhall become liars— 
yea, their own tongues. ſhall make them to fall, inſomuck 
that whoſo ſeeth them ſhall laugh them to ſcorn. The 


court was adjourned, .at Mr. Smyth's requeſt, as, he. 


intended to bring more witneſſes: to corroborate 
what. the others had teſtified. Two, who had not 
been examined, for want of time, were heſitatin 


about returning, when Mr. F-—— (tutor to lord 

f ) ſaid to them, O ſhame! Will you 

leave your friend at ſuch a critical juncture? Sure- 

iy, he has done good amongſt you, and, if he con- 
ys ſuppofed he will do 


D 


tinues with you, it is 10 
| more. 
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To her Siſter-in- Law. 


, ILſburn. 


| 


F ET TS i 4, 


35 4 120 } 
1 more. As for my part, I never ſaw the gentleman 
Hi 1 till yeſterday, and yet I would go to Cork to ſerye. 
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My ever dear Siſter,,r ET 
1 much hurried, I am joyful in ſpi- 
'rit. Surely, there is a cauſe, when the Lord, 
the Almighty God, is doing ſuch wonders, bring. 
ing in his harveſt, by weak inſtruments : for, ſo it 
ſeemeth good in his ſight. My dear ſiſter, pray 
that the Lord may haſten his kingdom, and that 
the inhabitants of the earth may learn righteouſneſs. 
I went, this morning, to fee a phyſician's wife, 
who was often obſerved to attend preaching. When 
we entered a little into converfation, and I was 
ſpeaking concerning conviction for fin, © Why 
(ſaid ſhe) I was once afraid that J was falling into 
a melancholy. The thoughts of death and judg- 
ment were 1 continually? before my eyes, that I 
cared not for the things of earth. At length, I 
was reduced ſo low in body, that I began to ap- 
prehend 1 ſhould loſe my ſenſes; and, therefore, 
endeavoured to do all I could, to remove theſe 
uneaſy reflections from my mind. I uſed to make 
my huſband take me out on horſeback, in order to- 
divert my attention, and would always beg, when 
he went out, he would return ſoon, as I feared: 
being alone.“ When I began to tell her that I be - 
lieved it was a godly ſorrow for ſin, working repent- 
ance unto ſalvation, and that if ſhe had then cloſed 
in with Chriſt, and waited patiently in the means of 
grace, ſhe might have been happy r 
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| now, ſhe replied, 
Oh, I had no Mr. Smyth to _—_ me then: but 
| {added ſhe) I ſuppole it was a bodily diſorder, as my 


; 
* 
9 
+1 4 [+ 
"EF 9 
5 * 
5 1 
1 _— 
} N 4 
7 * "BE 
1 i 4 = 
* I [5 = 2 * 
+ WED 
h tn Y Ti» 
„ 1 
4 $ * 
ty 1 * by 
| EH 
my b +} . 
*W | _ 4 
4 N 
by L 3 . 1 
4.7 ST MEWS * 
Wi BS 7 B 
i& 1 1 4 
{ 8 by 
13 * 1 
2 { 1 4 
I i W n 
U { f : 1 
47 t 
* 5 
: 1 2: 
1 9 
3 7 6 | pa 
? l KH 
| S#2 5 
2 j 7 P y 
* i 4 
* „ f Fi E 
» q 4 1 
Ct N : 4 
4 vv 1 
1 
o 4] , 
4 1 | y 1 
i4 
7 * 7 1 
< . 1 * 
i Wy g +7 
3 \ - - 
-+ 
Ty . 
as 4 75 - 3 
* . Kea 
=_ 
FSR 
=_ 
22 ae) 
—_— = 
7 b 4 
. ) , 
* W575 b i g 
24 Fo, 
1 4 4 1 
IS» Ax 
' B+ 
\ A. 7 
" * % 
\ 17 
* 
1 
2 1 1 
r 
\ 4 Þ 464 
e 
? : ö 
1 051 
. + ſb 
* 1 
1 1 
F i 
mg 4 
1 1 1 
I 25 4 
o O Fil 
1 N * 
_ - - " 
4-7 * * 
_ C.1 + 
. : 
. 1 4 ? 1 
N 91 . o 
0 j - 4 
4: BYE 
% 1 
1 4 
{ 3 
, * : 
+14 : 
» 7 
1. f 
4 N F 
_ 7 1 14 
n 1 1 
+ "M17 3 
I. 3. 2 
Fi 4 3 4 R 
SS 4 
. 
{ N wu 
1 
11 
1 
13 
1 
319 5 4 
a & = Ly . 
= 75 1 
„ $ | | 
1 4 * 
3 7 
1 
1 : 
4 A - 
} * © 
4 + 
i + 
7 FB 
* ? * po 
#7 1 14 
* 1 


—+ 
—— winch od 


— vo hs 
> 3 2 
2 og 
4 — — — 
mth 
be m_ 99 8 
. 2 
2 


111 
mother was once ſeized in the ſame manner, after a” 
lving-in, and it never ended in what you call conver- 
fion.” Well, my dear ſiſter, perhaps it may yet, as 
hear ſhe comes to preaching, whenever Mr. Smyth 
is in town. In ſhort, we have reaſon to praiſe God 
for the day when Mr. Smyth firſt laid aſide form, and 
ſtood forth in the ſtreet, as a ſpettacle to men and 
devils; for, the Lord has acknowledged the work to 
be his. | | | 
1 now haſten to anſwer the two clauſes in your 
5 [cticr, relative to the reports that I prayed to God to 1 
ſhut up my womb, and that I preached publickly. 1 
| As to the firſt, I praiſe my God I can utterly deny it. 4 
Oh no, my ſiſter, I could never think of taking the 
government out of God's hand, or of confining him 
to work according to my ſhort-ſighted judgment. I 
abhor the thought, nor do I recollect that it ever oc- 
curred to my mind, much leſs did I make it matter of 
rayer. I think it is my one deſire, that in this, and 
b all other affairs of life, the Lord may do with me ac- 
. cording to his own good pleaſure. I chooſe not 
Lord, hy will be done. 4-54 | 
Now, as to my preaching. I ſuppoſe what may 
have given riſe to this rumour, was, that my aunt 
went into a cabbin, one evening, and began to ſpeak 
Y of the good things of God. Many people were pre- 
ſent, and when ſhe ſtopped, I recollect that I IP a 
few-words to them : and, once after Mr. Smyth had 
done exhorting, while the people were going away, I 
requeſted that they would remember the things that 
belong to thetr peace. Now, if thus talking to people 
in a religious way, be deemed preaching, Y far I do; 
and I hope, and believe, that every one who knows 
he has redemption in the blood of Chrift, will do . 
likewiſe. . IO os hy 1! 
A clergyman in Ballynahinch requeſted a friend of 
ours to prevail on Mr. Smyth to breakfaſt, or dine 
with him, as he paſſed through, He ſeemed moſt 
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anxious for his ſucceſs, one day, during the trial. 1 
hear, likewiſe, that a miniſter, who came out of the 
church, when the court was adjourned to the public 
houſe, ſaid in a light manner, Oh, Smyth truſts 
too much to the Lord of hoſts,” infinuating (as ii 
was imagined) that he ſhould have had lawyers to 
plead his cauſe: but, many think he was aſſiſted by 

the friend he had choſen. Glory for ever be to him, 
who hath the hearts of all men in his hands! 

And now, my dear ſiſter, I commend you to God, 
and the power of his grace. Oh, may he guide and 
guard you through this vale of tears ! and though we 
{ſhould never meet in the fleſh, oh may we dwell to- 
gether eternally, where there ſhall be neither ſorrow 
nor pain, where the wicked ſhall ceaſe from troubling, 
and parting be no more! I love my brother. Oh, 
may he know all the privileges he has a right to lay 
hold on, through him who hath all power in heaven, 
and in earth ! Oh, may he live without carefulneſs, 
and freely give up himſelf, and all he has, to that pre- 
cious Saviour, who alone is worthy to reigh in our 
hearts, as being fairer than the children of men, and 
altogether lovely ! - GE 


. IR III III ININIEINIEINIY 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


My dear Siſter, | 
HOUGH you are ſtill drooping, I truſt the 
Lord will ſhortly turn your heavineſs into joy, 
and reveal himſelf to your longing ſoul. Yes, m 
dear ſiſter, he will come, and take up his abode wit 
you; and that great mountain, unbeltef, ſhall become a 
lain before im. Surely, you are written on the 
palms of his hands. Our lovely Jeſus invites us into 
his banquetting-houſe. | 


Dublin. 
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« All the day long he meekly ſtands 
His rebels to receive.“ 


And has he net been ee you ? Is not his lan- 
guage, „Taſle, my beloved. My ſiſter, my ſpouſe. 
open thine heart, and let the King of glory enter 
in.“ I know that every ſelf- abaſing thought comes 
from him, who is an inſtructor of babes. Is it not 
in his light that we ſee light? Is it not that which 
manifeſts the darkneſs that is inaus ? Now, it is ſuch 
poor bankrupts as you our Lord wants. As you have 
nothing to pay, he will frankly forgive you all. Dare 

| to belfeve. Tell Satan you are the purchaſe of your 

| Saviour's merits. Oh, go boldly forward, in the 

bh ſtrength of the Lord! x 

March on, nor fear to win the day, 


Though earth and hell obſtruct the way.” _ 


Though we have met with great kindneſs from 
the people of Dublin, yet I cannot help longing for 
the time of our departure to the country. There is 
ſo much of conformity to the world, and ſo little of 
the power of religion, amongſt many profeſſors here, 
that my heart, as 1t were, bleeds for the flock. I dare 
hardly give myſelf leave to reflect on their ways, leſt 

I thould fall into an uncharitable ſpirit. I fear, 
| indeed, becoming a Judge, inſtead of being a doer of 


| !ie lau; from which evil, O my God, protect me. 
7, Vet if J do not abhor their ways, how ſhall I abſtain 
from them? | = | . 
K I can aſſure you, my dear ſiſter, from the bottom 
4 of my heart, that our preſent ſituation, however try = 
e ing it may appear, is a matter of great rejoicing te 
0 


me. I neither deſired, nor expedted any thing elſe. 11 
Itis my joy and my glory to ſuffer ſhame in my dear — 14 
Lord's cauſe, who hid nat has face from ſhame: and ii. 14 
4%, for me, a vile 9 It is quite ſcriptural that 1] 
| 2 | Mr. 
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Mr. Smyth ſhould be put out of the Rnapo ues, 1 
really Gan through 8 ch 2 * his indif. 
ferency dutin the cauſe, that when Mr. Smyth re- 
turned, after the diſmiſſal of it, it did not occur to me 
to inquire how it went, till he ſhewed me the news- 
paper, which mentioned his acquittal. I really could 
never much rejoice 'at it, as it has been often ſuggel- 
ted to me, this is only a day of ſunſhine, which will 
ſoon be overſpread with a cloud. I was very happy 


the day Mr. Smyth was put out of the church, and 


thought I could bave Joyfully gone to priſon with 


him, and was even fixing in my mind where I ſhould 


* 


ſettle the children. Surely, the Lord can increaſe 
ſtrength to them who have no might. 

Our friends here are ſo very kind, that I am ſcares 
an hour left to myſelf; which, however, I fear, will 
be a loſs to my ſpiritual life. 

The children were well, when I heard from them. 
I cannot help longing to be with them, which, I am 
afraid, has the nature of ſin, and may proceed from 
ſome ſelfiſhneſs. O Loud: prove, and ſearch the 
ground of my deceitful heart. My confidence in 
the promiſes of God are, I think, increaſing, as Jof. 
ten walk by faith, not by fight ; yet I long for e, 
manifeſtations of his love. 


eee 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 4 
| FL, Dublin: 
O my dear Siſter, 44543 


1 AST off the weight— | 
Let fin depart, 
And ev 7 care be ones” 


Be ed 1 feel for you in your preſent conflifs 


It is an enemy that has done” this. Let not his 
1 j temptations 


4s 


E 


temptations prevail. I believe you are right pre- 


cious in the ſight of that God, who loveth to dwell 
with the humble, and contrite ſpirit. 


|. 14'S eee with ſhame, chat my own joys 
are, in a great meafure, faded. Dublin is. not the 


place for me. The continual hurry of going from 


one friend to another, at the three different meals in 


the day, quite deadens me. I ſhall be glad to get 
back to the country, bat ſhall not be able to go till 


Tueſday next. 


As to our late ſufferings (glory, glory for ever be to 
my God!) I can rejoice in them 7 but oh, my dear 
filter, I was tried in a much more tender point yeſ- 


terday, I received a letter from my father, inform- 


ing me that William was brought from Down to him 
with his eyelids cloſed, through a ſevere cold, and 
that John's head was greatly broke out. I know: I 
left them in moſt careful hands; but, they could not 
prevent what is. come upon them. It wilh how- 


ever, give. ſome of the Lord's enemies cauſe to blaſ- 


pheme, and will bring the laſhi of ſome tongues upon 


me, for leaving them: but to God 1 commit my 


cauſe. It is good for me to be defpiſed—ithumbles 
my proud heart. I wilh therefore, gladly: ſubrnit to 


be judged of man after the fleſh, if E can live to God 
in the ſpirit. Why ſhould I fear man, whoſe breath 
is in his noſtrils? O my ſiſter, IL have often paſſi on- 


ate longings for my everlaſting home. Nothing on 
earth appears deſirable in my x. Jag I long more and 


more to live as a pilgrim, looking for the great and 


glorious WN of my dear Lord, and ever- bleſſed 
Saviour. Let, alas! J know the ſting of death is 
not taken from me, as ſtill find a deceitful, and a 
wicked heart. I fear J loiter hy the way that I am 
too ſlothful. J am not all alive to God, as I thirſt 
to be. Lord Jeſus, ſtir. me up to be more diligent, 
that I may be found of thee without ſpot. 
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I hear, that, in the North, the poor Methodiſts. are 
greatly perſecuted. James Brown, a heaven] 
minded man, has been deprived of his land and ops! 


hip, but rejoices in it all, though he has ſeven Tt 
children. 7 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 
Drogheda. 


2 very dear Silter, 
UIDED by that God whom 1 find a merci. 


ful Saviour, we reached this to-day, in health 
and 1 ſafety. The cool reception we mèt with would 
once have ſhocked me; but (glory be for ever to that 
Jeſus who ſtichs cloſer to me than a brother, notwith- 
ſtanding all my provocations !) my whole ſoul was 
drawn out in thankſgiving to him, who thought me 
1 worthy to ſuffer reproach, for his dear name's ſake. 
a. O my ſiſter, what am I, poor worm of the earth, that 
„ I ſhould be called to fland up for that goſpel, which, 
I am ſorry to ſay, is here ſet at nought. Yor a little 
while, T held m peace, yea, even from good words; but 
2t was pain aw; grief to me: at laſt, the fire tindled, and 
1 fbake with my tongue. I cannot hear my dear Lord, 
and hat he did and ſuffered for our ſalvation vilified; 
and not fland boldly up for him, under whoſe baſs 
ner WE are called to fight. 


& 
* 


5 « What though earth and hell engage 
; + To ſhake my ſoul with fear! 
Calmly I defy the rage 
Of perſecution near. 133 
ay ring faith ſhall brighter glow, 
old when in the furnace tried 
Only Je ſus will I know, 
My Jeſus crucified,” 1 
& 


| . 17 J | 
The ſociety of Dublin behaved with very great love 


to us, not even permitting us to pay for our horſe. 
Oh, may the Lord reward their work of faith and la- 
bour of love! wr | 294 

The account of Mr. Smyth's trial was publiſhed 
jaſt Monday. I think all agree that he has been 
cruelly uſed; and I have been told that the clergy 
fay, his faith is quite orthodox. If ſo, what muſt 
moſt of their ſermons be! Lord, give them power 
and grace to commit them to the flames! : 


- 


| 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 

; | | LHLambeg. 
I Find, from my ever dear ſiſter's letter, that you 
felt for me in my late trial with regard to the 
children's health. Glory be to God, I found them 

tolerably well, when I reached Liſhurn ####*#,  * 
My poor father (for fear of the biſhop's diſpleaſure, 
who, he apprehends, might prejudice lord Hertford 
ahn him, if he ſhould appear to encourage Mr. 

Smyth after his late publication) has requeſted us to 
deſiſt from coming to his houſe for awhile; though 
he profeſſes the Longe love to us, and ſays, that 
he fears the great uneaſineſs of his mind, from being 
obliged to act thus, will bring the gout upon him. 
At his requeſt, therefore, we have left him, and are 
now with Mrs. W —. It was ſoon given out 
that my father had diſcharged us from his houſe. I 
muſt own, my dear ſiſter, that this is one of the ſoreſt 
trials I have met with in my Chriſtian warfare ; not, 
I think, from any ſhame it may bring upon me, but. 
merely from a conviction that he was ſinning againſt 
that God who requireth truth in the inward parts, and 
who ſaith, he will deny thoſe who are aſhamed to 
confeſs him in his deſpiſed followers; though, indeed, 
we ſcarcely deſerve the name. I have it not ſo well 
F4 in 


[198 ] | 
in my power to vindicate myſelf, at it would overtiirn 
his ſcheme ; yet when I am aſked about it, I think! 

mult ſpeak the truth from my heart. Bettertooffend 
him than my dear heavenly Father, who is a firmer 
friend than any earthly one can be. One lady in 
Liſburn, who wiſhes me well, ſpoke to me concen- 
ing it. Though I told her no untruth, yet my heart 
afterwards condemned me, that I did not relate the 
whole. matter. | I | 
I know, from your ſympathizing nature, that this 
account will ſomewhat affect you: but ſuffer it not, 
any dear ſiſter. Nothing is better for a ſinner than 
the croſs. I, generally, reap precious fruit from it. 
J know it is mercy all that my God thinks me worth 
the correcting. We muſt expect to be tried every 
way, both from within, and without. Oh that I could 
continually ſtay myſelf upon that promiſe, that bleſſed 
promiſe, I will not ſuffer you to be tempted above 
that you are able! Oh, may every afflicting ſtroke 
drive me cloſer to my God, and wean me from all 
terreſtrial good, and make me run, with redoubled 
' vigour, the way of God's commandments, not fear- 
ing any thing but ſin, and the wrath of God! 
Muy dear ſiſter, God has a favour towards you; 
and though he withholds his comfort from you, at 
preſent, yet. he will come to his temple. Hannah 
* Richardſon (as Mr. Charles Weſley relates) walked 
long in darkneſs, and ſaw no light, for many years; yet 
The was moſt conſcientious in the diſcharge of every 
duty, and gave all diligence to make her —— 
election ſure. It might be truly ſaid of her, ſhe ſerved 
the Lord in wearineſs and painfulneſs; yet no hope 
appeared. The meſſenger of death ſeized on her. 
hen did all confidence fail her, and ſhe cried out, 
I am dying without hope: but, in her greatel! 
extremity, Jeſus came to her relief, ſo that ſhe re- 
joiced with her lateſt breath, and told thoſe around 
her, the had received an anſwer to all her prog 
el 


Spirit's might. 
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Let this encourage my dear, deſponding friend. I 
have a ſtrong belief that if the Lord ſhould not ſatis- 
fy your longing ſoul before, he will, in your lateſt 
hours, enable you to rejoice with joy unſpeakable. 
Do, my dear ſiſter, encourage yourſelf in the Lord, 
and wait upon him—he will not break the bruiſed 
reed.. | 11. 

I hear my father-in-law intends immediately to 
ſettle £500 on John. I think I can praiſe God 
that I was not entruſted with ſuch a ſum, leſt I ſhould 
be found an unfaithful ſteward. Surely, for every 
talent we muſt be accountable; and I have ſo many 
fears over me, that it would have perplexed me 
much, 


Og Tueſday next (God willing) we intend re- 


moving to Down, where we are to lodge with a moſt 


affectionate woman, who ſeems to have a hearty de- 
ſire to ſave her ſoul, and who, I know, would take 
good care of the children, when I happened to be 
abſent. Surely, I may fay, the Lord hath given me 
a goodly heritage, 


«++ But, Lord, with all thy gifts, impart | 
The crown of all, a thankful heart.” 


Ah! my dear ſiſter, I Rill- find an evil hears; but it 


is my burden. I deſire that not one Agag may be 


ſpared, nor one darling luſt ſurvive; fo that I truſt my 
God will ſoon enable me to overcome, through his 


Perſecution waxes hot here; therefore, the love of 


many, if not grown eold, appears to be declining. 
There is too much ſhunning the croſs—too much of 
that prudence, which, certainly, comes from beneath. 


Oh, what a pity if any of them ſhould run in vain! 


and if, after begi _ to build, they ſhould not have 


ſufficient to finiſh! Oh, may you and I, my dear 


liter, ſo run as that we may, finally, obtain! I. am 
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glad to find the bi igh heads diſgu ſt you. Surely, the 


more we die to a things 3 below, the more our 


life will be hid with Chriſt i in God. 


$99999999909099004904000000904900000 
To her Silter. in-Law. | 


Doron. 


N v very done Siſter, 


Found an inclination to pray for your ſafe return, 

and, glory be to God! he hath fulfilled my deſire. 

I find my affection much increaſed for you, and truſt 

it proceeds from our being more firmly united to 

our living head, and that we are one ſpirit in the 
Lord. 

I have great n to praiſe my God that he has 


not left me without his fatherly correction. John 


has been very ill with the chincough, and a worm- 
fever, this fortnight paſt ; but in my trouble I have 


called upon God, and he bath anfwered me, by en- 


duing my foul with patient ſubmiſſion to his righteous 
will. Indeed, I have not had, of late, the ſtrong 
conſolation I have frequently experienced: but, I 
think, I gain the more ſelf-contempt by it. Perhaps, 
] reſted too much on gifts and graces, and that my 


God hath hid his face from me, to ſhew. me what an 


abjett worm I am, when left to my own ſtrength, 


which. is perfect weakneſs. 


be account you have given of the clergyman, and 
his ſucceſsful labours, has rejoiced my heart. 
Surely, the Lord is, at this time, calling many la- 
bourers into his vineyard, Oh, what a mercy it is, 
to hear chat ſo many are turning their backs on a 
delufive world! May they be found in peace, at ine 
1 1 
1 find that Mr. w 


has been ſeverely at- 


mi for ſpeaking againſt the Americans. How 


happily ignorant are we here of politicks ! Oh, may 
we 


z 


[ 1321 
we ſtill remain ſo, and only ſtrive together for the 
hope of the goſpel ! | 


Su νν,uctb sh αναν πAαπαναα̊ tee Dtανοννπ ννο⁰/ů/e 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 
EN - Down. 
My very dear Siſter, 24 
F it was not for this reflection, that God doth all 
things well, I ſhould be. much diſpirited at my 
preſent ſtate of body, which is quite different from 
what it uſed to be, when under the ſame circum- 
- ſtances. The cramp puts me to great pain, at nights, 
but I can truly ſay, The will of the Lord be 
done.“ . | | 
Mr. Smyth has been away from me; ſince Thurſday: 
laſt, er the word of life. Oh, my dear ſiſter, 
the Lord has been very good in giving fo undeſerv- 
ing a wretch as me ſuch a partner. Indeed, grace 
has made a viſible alteration in his tempers, and ac- 
tions. I think I evidently perceive a growth in 
grace in him, though he ſeems inſenſible of it himſelf. 
Ile is, in the general, much depreſſed under a ſenſe 
of his unworthineſs, and complains that the comforts 
of God are but ſmall with him. Perhaps, God 
wilely withholds his conſolations, leſt he ſhould at- 
tribute any praiſe to himſelf. The ſucceſs that at- 
tends his word is really amazing, There is ſcarce 
any place where he has preached, that he: has not 
ſeals to his miniſtry, and thoſe not a few. Many 
witneſs, at the love-feafts, that he is their father in 
Chriſt, and ſhew they are truly ;urned from tlie power” 
of Satan unto God, by their fruits. Oh, may he ne- 
ver grow weary of well-doing! The tempter would 
often endeavour to prevent him from preaching, by 
perſuading him that he has neither talents, nor expe- 
rience, for it; but, ſurely, he was a liar from the be- 
ginning, Oh, may PII to ham | 


To 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 
1 3 Doron. 
Muy very dear Siſter, 8 . 
HOUGH you and J may differ in ſome im. 
1 material points, yet, I truſt, we ſhall both 75 
low after that holineſs, without. which no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord. Neither Mr.. Smyth nor I can view the 
ſcheme of the meeting-houſe in the favourable light 
vou ſeem to do. In the firſt place, he poor would, 
in a great meaſure, be excluded, to whom eſpecially 
the goſpel ſhould be preached, and a preference given 
to the rich, which I conſider as het agar in the 
church of God. And, do you not think it would 
give occaſion to the enemies of the Lord ta blaſpheme, if 
they imagined he did it for filthy lucre fake? My 
dear ſiſter, I am ſure, you know our eye muſt be 
fingle ; and if we cannot ſee it would promote the 
glory of God, would it not (in our preſent opinion, 
at leaſt) be ſinful to accept it ? | 
As to natural affection to our offspring, I believe, 
both Mr. Smyth and I find a large ſhare of it: but, 
have we not reaſon to thank our God who hath 
emptied our hearts of unavailing anxiety for them, 
by enabling us to caſt our care on him, with regard 
to them? I do not know that a low ſtation of life 
would be a greater temptation than affluence. Let 
the Lord, in this, do with them as ſhall ſeem good in 
nis eyes. It is true, the Apoſtle ſays, If any man pro- 
vide not for thoſe of his own houſe, he 1s worſe than 
an infidel + but this cannot, I think, be applied, with 
ropriety, to our caſe. I have juſt turned over to 
Mr Welley's note on the paſſage, and ſhall give it 
verbatim. / any man provides not—that is, food 
and raiment, for his own mother, and grand-mother, 
being deſolate widows, he hath, virtually, denied the 
Faith, which does not deſtroy, but perfe& natural du- 
ties. What has this to do with heaping up — 
| | or 
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fight, it may 


[ 183 ] 7 
for your children, for which it is often ſo imperti- 
nently alleged? But all men' have their reaſons for 
heaping up money One will go to hell, for fear of 
want—another acts like a heathen, leſt he ſhould be 
worſe than an mfidel.” ket 

Now, my dear ſiſter, do not ſuppoſe I quote Mr. 
Weſley's words, as 3 him infallible, for I real- 
ly do not; but, I am ſure, if you look into your Bible, 
and conſider the context, you will fee this is the 
plain ſenſe of the text in queſtion. However, ac- 
cept my fincere thanks for your unfeigned attention 
to our intereſt, which, I know, was your motive for 
giving me your opinion with reſpect to our conduct. 


dnnn OSINONASOOS ODDS D AH 


To her Siſter-in-Law. | 

| "© | e Down. 
HE firſt part of my deareſt ſiſter's letter I ſhall 
leave for Mr. Smyth to anſwer, as more capa- 
ble to prove his ſentiments from the written word. 
I am not tired, my dear friend, of your leve un- 
feigned, which prompts you to tell us your mind 
freely. „ E 
By accounts from Liſburn, this day, I find that 


William is very full of the ſmall-pox, particularly 


his face, and that, at preſent, his eyelids are quite 
cloſed :. but I can fay, Good is the will of the 
Lord.” It is long ſince I devoted my children to 
him, and I have often made it my prayer that he 
might glorify himſelf, either by their life, or their 
death, and now I do not find a deſire to retratt my 
petition. Suppoſe he ſhould be deprived of his eye- 
hide the vanities of a wicked world 
from him, and make him place his happineſs in God, 
who, I truſt, will give him intellectual ſight. The 
mother would feel on this occaſion ; but grace tri- 
u 


mphs 


| 194 þ 
umphs over nature. Through Chriſt ſlrengthening 


me, I can give him up. 

My dear aunt & 's tender anxiety about my 
ſoul makes her fear leſt my heart fhould be drawn 
aſide, by my going to lie- in at my father's. - I know 
I have a very deceitful one, too often ready to wan- 
der from my God; but (glory, and everlaſting praiſe 
be to the friend of ſinners I) at preſent, he keeps my 
mind ſtayed on him, ſo that I even find his dear re. 
proach better to me than all the wealth or pleaſure of 
the world. I do feel that I am, in ſome meaſure, 
crucified with: Chriſt, and can ſay, I ſee nothing in 
this world worthy of a thought. I long to be more 
and more of a pilgrim and ſtranger here below, and 
to have my heart and treaſure above, where I hope 
ſhortly to be with my God, and the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. Truly, the ſufferings of this preſent life, in 
my eſtimation, are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that ſhall be revealed, Forbid it, O Al. 
mighty God, that I ſhould ever live to diſhonour 
thee, my father, and my friend, my all in all ! Thou 
art my portion—I have promiſed to keep thy law. 
Oh, let me keep it with my whole heart! | 

I truſt I have no deſire in going to Liſburn, but 
to glorify my God. Oh, may he ſearch me, and ſhew 
me, if I have any other motive but to be among his 
dear children, whoſe company I hope to enjoy there. 

Indeed, I long to leave this town, for oh! it is a per- 
tect Sodom !. Ie 
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Fijl urn, 


My dear ſiſter, ſince writing the above, I received 
ſuch an account of poor William, who is not ex- 
pected to live, that we ſet off immediately; but have 
got in ſo late, that we cannot proceed to ſee him 
this night. The Lord ſtill keeps my mind in per- 
fect peace. He, truly, is a due refuge in every time 
of trouble. e 


To 


Ws 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 25 


TY _ Thurſday, Liſburn. 
My very dear Siſter, 2 6 

18 our, little William is now in glory, ſafe 

1 lodged in Immanuel's breaſt. He departed this 
life, I hear, about ten o'clock this morning. I had re- 
ſolved not to leave him, before I ſaw a period to his 
ſufferings, but my father's entreaties and cries, made 
me comply with his requeſt in returning here yeſter- 
day evening. My God has, ſurely, upheld me on this. 
occaſion, as T have found an entire reſignation to his. 
all-wife diſpoſal ; and my deareſt partner in tribula- 
tion is of the ſame mind. He was only Ient for a. | 
little time, and God has recalled his gift: and; blel- 

fed for ever be his name for this, as well as every 

other mercy My time here is but ſhort; and, per- 1) 
haps, it may be a pleaſing reflection on my death- | l 


bed, that two of my little ones ſo early e/caped the 
polluttons that are in the world, through luft. - f 


e 5. K . KU U 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


„ _. Gifburns. 

My very dear Siſter, ui ai _ 
| Traps you will excuſe my want of pundtuality 

in anſwering your laſt favour, when Linform you 

that my dear little John has been extremely ill, ſince 
Saturday morning. Indeed, for many hours, I de- 
ſpaired of his life. And, oh, who can conceive the 
heart-rending anguiſh I felt? Surely, ſomewhat ſimi- 
lar to the emotions of him who offered up his only 
ſon, at the requiſition: of the Almighty. On. it was 
all I could do to ſay, Thy will be done. But the 
Lord has graciouſly appeared to my relief, by miti- 
gating his diſorder and. ſhewing it to be the ſmall- 
8 DT OX. 


{ 886 ] 
pox. The child's behaviour on this occaſion, and 
tor ſome time before, has been ſuch as I may ſay is 
very rarely to be found in perſons of riper years, 1 
think I have but little doubt, that, if he lives, he will 
live unto the Lord, and if he dies, he will go untothe 
Lord. This hope is my anchor in my. prefent great 
trial, which, however, is not too heavy, ſeeing it is 
the good pleaſure of him who doth not willingly aid 
or grieve the children of men. 


uασασ td Nn cr c N ec ccc cr e cc c ere e ei c c ex c c ccd 
To her Siſter-in-Lew. 


Down, 


My very dear Siſter, | 3 
1 Have been under the rod, this week paſt; but! 
know it is the chaſtiſement of a tender father, and 
think I have reaped ſome profitable fruit from it. For 
ſome days before, I found my heart ready to depatt 
from God, and luſting, in ſome meaſure, after earthly 
vanities. I was no fooner ſeized. with rheumatic 
pains in my head and jaw, than I ſaw it was the due 
reward of my deeds, and could. confeſs the ſentenee 
juſt. Ah, my ſiſter, is not the Lord's goodneſs great 
towards me, in calling me back by his providence? 
Indeed, I believe my own perverſeneſs obliges him to 
put me to pain. He has promiſed to viſit his people's 
offences with, the rod, and their fins with ſcourges. 
I am ſure I may juſtly uſe theſe lines of the hymn, 


3 backſliding ſinner, 1 — | 
Deſerve ten thouſand deaths to die. 


Vet ſtill the Lord, ſpares me another year: for, « 
his majgſty is, even. fa is his mercy to me, a rebellious 
worm. My foul was in much heavineſs all day yeſ. 
terday, anch this morning; but when there remained 
no power in myſelf, and I was fore n 


BR, 


[ 7 1 


Lord undertook for me, ſo that, in a great degree, I 

find my load removed. Indeed, I 1 more 
and more, that all is of grace. Oh, may every 
aſpiring thought be brought low, and Chriſt be all my 
wiſdom, and all my righteouſneſs. Though greatly 
overwhelmed with temptation, of late, yet, in the 
moſt trying ſeaſons, L felt a ſecret confidenee that 
the Lord would not caſt me off for ever. It was, in- 
deed, often ſuggeſted to me, Is not this a falſe 
hope?“ but I am ſure it was not, for, my anchor 
was fixed in the Rock of ages. I hope you ſtill ex- 
perience him your friend. Oh, let us truſt in him, 
at all times ! . 

I have been grieved and ſore vexed to hear, that 
Satan has led ſome of the Lord's people away captive. 
A tew, who once ran well, it 1s to be feared, have 11 
made ſhipwreck of faith, and of a good conſcience, and | Wil 
have . nes the as to 25 wh Oh, may 1 
God ſpeedily give them repentance, left, being twrce 
dead, they be plucked up by the roots. | | 


(+943 0054643 HAMHMMMHHHHMHMHMMHM9HHKHIG [ 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


| 

My ever dear Siſter, : "= 

EXPECT my father about Friday next, as He is 

obliged to attend the aſſizes here. I believe he | 

would have been aſhamed to pay us this viſit, with- { 
out ſome excuſe. How hittle did I think to ſee him | | 
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at our lodging. Perhaps, it is the Lord's doing. 
Oh, may our meeting be for good to hrs foul! but I 
much fear it will be Furtful to mine. Oh, indeed, I 
am very weak, and feel too much ſohcitude, when 
any thing uncommon comes acroſs me. I have often 
beſought the Lord that he might keep my mind ſtay- 
ed on him, and not let me be, like Martha, cumbered 
«bout many things, leſt I ſhould loſe the one thing 


need} ut. 


. — 9 9 os 


| 7 rags |. 
-needful. And oh, ſurely, there is nothing I would 
deſire in compariſon of my dear Saviour's love! yet, 
alas! I feel but little of it at preſent. This muſt be 
—_ to my great unfaithfulneſs, and want of watch. 
fulneſs. I ſometimes fear I am fallen from grace, 


yet ſtill I have a hope, which I cannot give up, tho 
I be thus cold and lifeleſs. 1 
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To her Siſter-in- Law. | 
„ 2” Down, 
1 OUBT not, from the tenderneſs my much- 

beloved ſiſter has always ſhewn to an unworthy 
creature, that you will be anxious to know of my 
welfare. As to my bodily health, I am in a very 
precarious, and (as ſome fear) dangerous way. All 
are of opinion that I muſt miſcarry, but apprehend 
it will be tedious. Oh that I may wait the Lord's 
leiſure, and that his will, in all things, may become 
mine! O my ſiſter, this has been a trying ſeaſon to 
me. My God hath hid his face from me. Oh that, 
with David, 4 could even roar for the diſquietnęeſi of 
my heart | But, alas! I feel too much hardnels of 
heart thus to melt into ſupplication. As Thomas à 
.Kempis ſays, © How light does he go whom the 
grace of God carries!” Once, I could truly rejoice in 
tribulation; but I now find ſo much of the old man 
unſubdued as-affrights me. O my ſiſter, I am vile, 
very vile indeed; and cauld almoſt be glad that 
others ſhould think ſo. Why thould 1 deſire to be 
eſteemed, while ſo leathſome, and foul? I often re- 
flect on the time when I was laid low on a bed of 
ſickneſs, ſoon after my eſpouſals to my heavenly 
Bridegroom. Oh, how ſweet was every pain then, 
while I heard the voice of my Beloved! It was a 
cheering ſound—it lifted me above myſelf—above 
the world. It ſeemed, then, my meat and. * 
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do the will of God; but oh, what a diſmal change 
do I find now—the conſolations of God are withe 


drawn, and I am left to my native darkneſs. Yet 


ſtill IT have ſome hope: ſurely, it was not merit that 
firſt induced the King of glory to look on me. No, 
truly—I was in my blood, and in my fins, when. he 
took compaſſion upon me. And oh, ſurely, he will 
not now leave the workmanſhip of his hands imper- 
fect. Therefore, away my unbelieving fears! O my 
filter, write ſoon to an heart that feels its own bitter- 
neſs, and longs, once more, to cry out, My Lord, 
and my God. | | 
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\- To her Siſter-in-La cx. 
8 1-55 4+ 441 es 


My very dear Siſter, FE 


p % 


ever; for he knoweth the ſpirit would fail before 
him. I cannot, indeed, rejoice in the full urance 
of hope, but think I feel what is deſcribed in thoſe 
words of Luther. - 3G uff ng ns Wes 


* 3 


« Sweet light doth, from the tranquil ſbies, 
Like a fair dawn, before me rife.” { 4:40 


I believe. my God will make a way for me through 
the deep waters, and cauſe mine eyes to ſee his ſal- 


vation, in the land of the living.. Oh that I may 


rejoice in hope, and be Ea in grief, know- 
ing that zn the fear of the Lord is firong confidence. 


„Happy the man who Jeſus gains 
Thrice happy who his gueſt retains!“ 


But, alas! my heart is very fickle, and inconſtant, 
prone to wander, and to leave the God J love. 


on 


FIND God will not be wroth, nor contend for 


CT my I IR ones yg own oy — —- . 
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indeed, I feel myfelf 


. 


„ Oh, when ſhall all my wand'rings end. 
And all my thoughts to God-ward tend?“ 


As you expreſs ſuch a tender anxiety about my 


poor body, I think T had beſt tell you the opinion of 


the midwife and apothecary. They both agree that 
I muſt miſcarry, and have their fears that the child 


may putrify before it comes away, which may, pro- 


bably, bring a mortification on me. But, through 


the ſtrength of my God, I am not afraid. I believe, 


wicked as I am, that the hairs of my head are all 
numbered by him. Unto him, therefore, do I com- 
mit myſelf, praying, that his will may be done 1n me, 
whether by life, or by death. You Fay, you are hap- 
py in the thoughts of my having many. good 5 


| keepers. Indeed, my dear ſiſter, I can never be 


"ſufficiently thankful for the bleſſing of an affectionate 


huſband, and tender ſervant maid, Who really appears 


to love me. Their care is not wanting, | 


I am much obliged to my dear brother for his kind 
intention with regard to the wine; but affure him 


from me that I have not the leaſt occaſion for it, 


as my complaints are quite of a different nature from 
what you imagine. I know I love you both, and 
think myſelf unworthy of your fiondihip. But may 


| God bleſs you for all your favours; particularly, for 


bringing me to know thoſe who loved and feared 
God, which was the means of my bein 19 out 
of grofs darkneſs to ſee the light of life. Surely, 
gratitude ſhould make me pray for your welfare, and 


Your much-indebted Siſter, 


WL 


To 


E 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 
5 | Down. 
My very dear Siſter, | 


＋ HE account you give of the late diſturbances 
1 in the Dublin ſociety is truly grievous. Oh, 
may God make all that profeſs the religion of Chriſt 
to be of one mind, that we may follow after ke things 
which make for 2 and things wherewth-one may 
edify another. Surely, both prieſt and people have 
reaſon to weep between the porch and the altar, andto 
cry, Spare thy Fel, O Lord, and give not thane heri-. 
tage tO reproach. | | | | 

[ heartily join with you, my dear ſiſter, in wiſhing 
Mr. Smyth to keep clear from controverſial diſputes, 
where the glory of God is not immediately concern- 
ed, I thought I obſerved too much of the old man 
{tr in thoſe, who were zealous againſt the Calviniſts, 
when I was laſt in Dublin. Oh that we could all 
learn that great leſſon, © Know thyſelf !”” What dan- 
ger is there of offering falſe fire on God's altar! We 
are told that the wiſdom which cometh from above is 


| firſt pure, then eaceable, gentle, and eaſy. to be en- 


treated. Lord Jeſus, grant us all that meek and low- 
ly mind which was in thee ! Certain I am, te wrath 
of man worketh not the righteouſne/s of God—the lof- 
tineſs of man muſt be brought low. Oh, how ſimple 
mp child-like fhould a diſciple of the crucified Jeſus. 

- | | ö 
I have, frequently, alarming pains, ſo that I mean 
(God willing) to remove to Liſburn, on Monday 
next, O my ſiſter, pray that I may be calm, and re- 

ſigned, in the trying hour. 6 
[ have a great weight on. my ſpirits to day, on -ac- 
count of my father, as my ſiſter has informed me 
that a very ſore leg has prevented his writing to me. 
feel much anxiety with regard to his ſpiritual con- 
| g cerns. 


— 


n „ 
terns. I long to ſee the travail of my ſaviour's ſoul 
upon him. | =. 


% Lord, haſten the hour! thy kingdom bring in, 
And give him the power, to hve without fin.” 


07$099000000000000000000000000000494 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


| . Down, 
My very dear Siſter, 5 ; 
1 HOUGH I mean to go with Mr. Smyth, this 
1 day, towards Liſburn, yet I cannot omit writing 
you a few lines, before I ſet off. I confels, the 
thought of. going thither always rejoices me, as [I 
know not any ſociety who ſeem ſo united in the 
bonds of love, and who fo adorn the goſpel by their 
holy walk and converſation. We had a bleſſed 
quarterly-meeting there, on Friday laſt. My ſpirit 
truly rejoiced in God my Saviour. When 1 -firk 
entered that houſe, it was with fear and trembling: 
but oh, how different were my feelings lately ! I ſat 
under my vine (as the prophet ſaith) and there was 
no man to make me afraid. Oh, how wonderful was 
it to hear thoſe, who, according to the opinion of the 
world, were bred up in ignorance, declare, in ſuch 
ſtrong, convincing language, what God had done 
for their ſouls! Surely, had unbehevers been among 
them, they muſt have fallen down, and reported that 


* 1 


God was in them, of a truth. 


CO HS er abe fe Er. fe Ke e 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 1 

5 | 55 Ibu. 

H E bodily weakneſs and pain with which I 

1 have been affected, for ſome days paſt, mult 

picad my excule for not ſooner anſwering my wo | 
5 inne 1 4 5 5 elove 


3 


Th Wy. vw oo ITT 


C wp J 


beloved ſiſter's letter. Oh, may I be enabled ts 
olorify my God in all his wiſe diſpenſations! He 
mixes honey with the gall which he has given me to 
drink, One of his mercies (and not the leaſt) is, 
that I am, generally, able to attend the means of 
grace; and though I am not as lively in duty as for- 
merly, yet J have power to believe that my com- 
paſſionate Saviour pities me. He knows the weak- 
neſs of my fleſh, and ſo far bruiſes the head of the 
ſerpent, that I am not beguiled by his ſubtilty. 

If I live to be delivered of my preſent burden, I 
truſt I ſhall, once more, praiſe my God with joyful 
lips; or if it ſeem good in his fight that I ſhould ſud- 
denly depart hence, I truſt, he will perfect what is 
lacking in my ſoul. Oh that I could hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs ! then would I be filled with 
all the communicable fulneſs of my God. 5 
Mr. Smyth is gone, ſome miles diſtant from this 
town, to preach in a place where Satan dwelieth ; but, 
who knows but God may raiſe a church even there, 
againſt which the gates of hell ſhall not prevail. 
Ihe preſent diſputes in Dublin muſt, no doubt, be 
grievous to you, and all who wiſh proſperity to Zion: 
however, my dear ſiſter, be among the few who keep 
their garments undefiled, even in ſuch days. 
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To her Siſter- in-Law. | 

| : Derriaghy. 

My ever dear Siſter, 1 
ESTE RDA ve came here, and found 
my much-valued aunt very ill in bed: how- 
ver, contrary to every one's opinion, ſhe dreſſed 
herfelf this morning, and went to hear Mr. Smyth 
each. During the prayer, ſhe fell down with 
eakneſs, and was, apparently, at the laſt gaſp. In- 
ied, I thought, the ſpirit was going to return to 
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God, who gave it, and many believed ſhe would ne. 


of death! She frequently ſang the praiſes of God, 


think ſhe errs in the great diſregard ſhe ſhews to het 


| I HAVE left ſome company below: ſtairs, in hopes 
1 


L 194: ] 


8 ; 


ver ſpeak more: but (glory be to God!) ſhe is now 
much better. Oh, how did ſhe triumph over the fear 


though, at times, unable to finiſh the verſe. 1 really 


body. | | 74 
3 for me, I find an unuſual depreſſion to- night. 
Ob, why is it thus with me? What can ſeparate be. 
tween me and my God, but ſin? I feel myſelf poor, 
and indigent, full of ſpots and blemiſhes, having no. 
thing but faults, and deſerving nothing but puniſh. 
ment. Oh, when ſhall I find a haven to reſt in 


the love of my God alon? Why ſhould I grow 


_ weary and faint in my mind, or doubt of the loving. 


kindneſs of that God, whoſe mercies have ſo oft re. 
vived my drooping ſpirits ? | | 


God has been pleaſed to make poor B———'; 
ſon (whom 1 left dying) a bleſſed witneſs that he is 


able to ſave to the uttermoſt all who come to him. 


Oh, how edifying was his converſation, even while 
raving, from the extremity of his diforder. 

It is near eleven—ſo, good night: but, oh, may 
the Watchman of Iſrael be your ſhield, and guard 
you in your {leeping hours! 6-5 


PEPPEHEEPPECOOOOEP CHIC EH$SSHEOSEOCStO 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Liſbum. 
to converſe more profitably with my very dear 
ſter, whoſe letter I received this morning. Indeed, 
I impatiently waited for it, as you had ink rmed me, 
in a formerletter, that your health was: ſo bad. But, 
why ſhould I have any fears about you? Would not 
death be gain to you? _ | 5 
However 1, or other friends, might feel from the: 
want of your converſe, I am not ſurpriſed at you 
: __ unwillnp 


L 146 J. 


mwillin eſs to loſe the inſtructions ; or that g00 4 
old non W——. I think it proved matter 


of thankfulneſs to me to find you had renewed your 
ticket; and as to the uneaſineſs that followed, it is 


probable it proceeded from the fly infinuations of that 
old ſophiſter, the devil. I know that claſs-meeting 
may anſwer two valuable ends: If we find ourſelves * 


joyful in the Rock of our ſalvation, the public teſti- 


mony of this may be the means of enkindling a 


fame of holy love in the hearts of our brethren ; and 
if we feel our deſires languid, or that we have, in any 


meaſure, grieved the good Spirit of God, our con- 


fellion of it may help to humble us in the eſtimation 
of others, and, conſequently, in our own. I know 
that the latter has, ſometimes, been my caſe. Oh, 


what need have we of the whole armour of God, that 


we may be able to withſtand the wiles of our ſubtle 

adverſary! / FACT 
hope to hear frequently from you, if I hve to 
be confined. Be aſſured, if I ſhould never more re- 
peat it, I feel myſelf, | e "732 00 
Your ever obliged, grateful, and loving Siſter, 


4979020060 09000S9S909009 eee 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 

| * | Liſburn. 

{ MY ſiſter, the Lord has truly been my rock, 


my fortreſs, my caſtle, my deliverer. In him, 


ſurely, I muſt hereafter truſt, if I be not more ſtupid 
than the ox, or the aſs, which know their maſter's 
crib. The Lord's mercies have been infinite, yea, 
they are more in number than the hairs of my head. 
Oh, how will they turn to my greater condemnation, 


if my body and foul be not henceforth engaged in 


his ſervice, which, hy pal experience, I haye found 
to be perfect freedom ' Ingratuude, indeed, appears 
- | e LES TITER HE 0 


„ 


ä 
to me, as the ſin of witchcraft.” O Lord, let me never 
be unmindful of thy benefits. cg nn, 


Through mercy, I am beginning to recover alittle 


bodily ſtrength, though I think I never found ſo much 
weaknels after being delivered. I write this in bed; 
but God makes it a bed of comfort, as I am treated 


with the greateſt tenderneſs by all in the houſe, but | 


particularly by my ſiſter, who indulges me in inviting 
thoſe Methodiſts I ſeem to like beſt. My heart is 
almoſt overwhelmed with a ſenſe of my unworthineſs 
to receive ſo many favours. | ; | 

I find the Lord is ſtil] keeping you under the rod; 
but, does not his ſtaff, at the ſame time, comfort you? 
My dear ſiſter, faint not in the day of adverlity, but 
look to the recompence of reward. This feeble body 
muſt fail; but oh, the Lord will be with us, when we 
are paſſing through the valley of the ſhadow of death. 
I feel anxiety to know how you are. May God 
prolong | 5 

Your remnant of days, 
To ſpend to his praiſe, 


if it ſeemeth good unto his godly wiſdom. 
3344+ $$SSS$SS$4#44 4444+ $4 $4444 $444 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


: Liſburn, 


2 V dear ſiſter may, perhaps. be ſ urpriſed that I 


have not anſwered her letter ſooner ; but, in- 


deed, I have been very weak and low, ſince my lying · 


in: however, I amnow recovering. Surely, the mer- 
cies of the Lord are multiplied unto me, unworthy as 
I know and feel myſelf to be. Indeed, I have need, 
every night, to ſay, EW th © TP 4 
2 CCC HER TREO LE ; 
Open, O Lord, for this day's ſin 
The fountain of thy blood. 0 


E 


Oh that 1 had that love which is hot eaftly provoked! 
but, alas! I'often find myſelf moved to diſcontent, 
when the children rebel, and will not mind my re- 

roofs. Happy; thrice happy are the pure in heart! 
Lonk make me ſuch, that I may ſee thy will in alt 
that happens to me. I am ſure that nothing would 
harm me, 1if.I were a follower of that which is good. 
I think I do not grow in grace as I ought ; yet I often 
feel my heart athirſt for righteouſneſs ; ſo that, 1 
hope, there is ſtill ſome ſpiritual /oundnefs, although 
many putrifyeng ſores remain. 

It will, {urely, give pleaſure to all who wiſh well 
to Zion, to hear that three poor ſinners experienced 
a new birth unto righteouſneſs, the laſt time Mr. 


Smyth preached here. The work 1 is the Lord's, who 


1s worthy to be praiſed. 

By an account from D- , we learn that Mr. 
A-—— attends e more conſtantly than 
ever; and if we are to judge from his laſt letter, he 
15 reſolvad to follow the deſpiſed Gallilean, though at 
the loſs of all things. | 

I long, once more, to be among the congregation- 
of the righteous. Oh, may I be enabled to enter the 
courts of the Lord's houſe, with a thankfal heart, 
and to praiſe him with joyful lips! 


eee eee eee | 
To her Siſter-in- Law. ; 


| N Down, July 12, 1777. 

LL thanks be. to that God, who, I think, is 

keeping my dear brother and- ſiſter from the 

abounding iniquity of the age. Surely, ye are both 
precious in the ſight of my dear 1 Fathe 

whoſe will is your fanRifleation: 4 , my dear 
friends, come out from thoſe who are — to God, 


and alive to this enſnaring world. Ye are highly. 
G 2 favoured 


_ [ 48 J 
favoured of the Lord to have the eyes of your un- 
4 derſtanding opened, fo that ye perceive groſs dark. 
i . nels xovers the people. Oh, preſs forward. In a 
þ little time, ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. This is not 
the place of our reſt. Heaven ſhould be our mark— 
and all things ſhould be looked upon as they forward, 
or retard, our journey thither. - Oh, what upon earth 
is worth our ſtay ? Are we not creatures of a day? 
10 placed here, in order to be made meet for glory 
bn hereafter ? | . 1 85 
— 14 I think I feel union with your ſpirits, and have 

ſtrong hope that we ſhall, ere long, meet together be- 
fore the throne of God and the Lamb, and be wel. 
comed among the number of thoſe, who, having 
overcome the fleſh and the devil, inherit all things, 
Whether it is owing to this corruptible boch, 
which is often diſordered, or to my great unfaithful- 
neſs, I cannot tell; but I think there is a viſible de- 
cline in my ſpiritual ſtate. My duties, in general, 
are not performed with that life as formerly. It is 
true, my deſire (though languid) is ſtill to the Lord, 
and the remembrance of his name. I think I can 
ſtill ſay, there is nothing J deſire in compariſon of 
him, and the moſt ke glimpſe of his love 1s 
dearer to me than all the treaſures of earth. My 
Joys, of late, are not laſting ; yet they are ſuch as give 
13 me a good hope, through grace, that my God hath 
= * not caſt me out of his light. | | 
Your account of poor A ſhocked me much. 

I do think the God of this world has blinded his eyes. 
He wrote to Mr. Smyth, confeſſing he had been at 
the rotunda, but ſeems groſsly ignorant of his fin 
againſt God, O merciful Saviour, ſuffer him not to 
periſh, after all thou haſt done for him. Oh, my dear 
ſiſter, he was too long halting between two opinions 
he never rightly put his hand to the goſpel plough—he 
would not give up his mother; and, indeed, I fear, if 


he does not ſpeedily go contrary to her delires, 1 
| 1 WI 


I SY 


will carry him to hell, ſharp as the expreſſion may 
appear. „ $5 + f : | 
"My brother has my ſincere love, I wiſh you both 
good luck, in the name of the Lord. 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. + 
My ever dear Siſter, | 2 

OWEVER our inclinations might lead us 
immediately to comply with. your kind invita- 

tion, Mr. Smyth's engagements are ſuch, that we can- 

not ſet off for Dublin till the firſt or ſecond week in 
January. I really rejoice at the thoughts of our 
meeting then, and our mutual conſolation : yet, at the 
1 ſame time, I am much afraid to vifit Dublin. I 

| know it is the Lord alone can keep me from the man 

ſnares in it ; and that I ſhall have need to watch in all 
things, leſt I be overcome. Indeed, I think the 
Methodiſts there live too much according to the cour /e 
; of this world, and conformity to it is moſt dangerous. 
c my foul, come not thou into their ſecret, leſt thou 
be polluted, and ſtripped of that garment which alone 
ean cover thy fitness 9 
Laſt night, the new preaching- houſe was well filled. 
I think the labour will not be loſt, though the col- 
lection, at the opening, was but trifling. It is not, 
L however, to be wondered at, nor ſhould it diſcourage 


- us, as it is, commonly, the poor that flock to hear the 

® words of eternal life. i 5 | 

L I hope God will ſpeak powerfully to the ſoul of the 

10 young perſon you mention. Oh that ſhe knew the 

0 value of time! and, ſurely, ſhe would devote it to | 
5 his ſervice, who would prove her trueſt friend in | 
he every time of need. SE; BE | 


G 3 | | To 


b 


- glory, in all things. 


[- 130 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Newry, Sunday Morning, 
My ever dear Siſter, . + 


TITHERTO hath the Lord helped us, and 

= bronght us in health and fafety to kind friends, 
Oh what a good God are we called to ſerve! Surely, 
goodneſs and mercy have followed me, all the days 
of my life; therefore, have I a ſtrong hope that J 
Mall dwell in the houſe of the Lord tor ever. Oh 
what were we, that we ſhould be raiſed from among 
the pots, to ſit with the princes of God's people! 
Let us. be glad, and rejoice, believing we ſhall, at 
laſt, attain- te end of our faith, even the /aloation of 
our /ouls.” My ſoul longs to dwell in God—to have 
all that mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus; ſo that 


__ + His. righteouſneſs wearing, and waſhed in his 


„ d nt $3, pie 
I bold may appear in the preſence of God. 


Mrs. G is now in this town. I believe ſhe 
is precious in the ſight of God, though treated con- 
temptuoully by all. Indeed, I think the Methodiſts 
do not ſhew that regard for her which ſhe deſerves. 
No doubt, a miſguided judgment has led her aſtray in 


” ſome matters; yet, I am perſuaded, her heart 1s right 


with God, who has compaſlion on them that are 
tempted. I really think there is a power accom- 


panies her words that I have rarely found. She ſays 
| the can ſcarce be ſatisfied when ſhe is not as ſenſible 

of God's love as ſhe is of the ſhining of the ſun, or 
as the is of heat, when ſhe puts her hand to the fire. 
She alſo teſtifies that ſhe loves God with all her heart, 
and ſoul, and ſtrength, having a ſingle eye to his 


Mr. 


* % c= 1 © a9 » —_—_ 


1 


r. Smyth preached this morning, and is promi- 
{ed the meeting-houſe in the evening, ſo that it is 
thought he will have above three thouſand people to 


hear him. Ob, pray for the proſperity of 1 


lem': for, they ſhall A "uh who 
MERA eke dekking EEE r 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 
My 5 Siſter, 


were always, as it were, before my eyes, ſo that I 
almoſt accuſed myſelf for not conſenting to ſtay with 
ou, at any rate: yet I truſt my removal was ordered 
y an unerring guide, who .direqs all things ſa as to 


work together Re pigs to them that leave kim. 


Sometimes, I believe, when creature-proaps.are re- 


moved, we cleave cloſer to the Rock of ages: and 
ſurely, FER love is far above woman's. I know. my 
dear ſiſter has many fore trials; but remember, for 


your comfort, that every branch thick 
the W N it, that it may bring ae ferth wore 


Fruit. 


I really never regretted leaving Dublin, ſince 1 
began to fear God, till chis — for, I found my 
heart much knit to ſome, who, I believe, are enrolled 


among Chriſt's tle flock. 


Glory be to God, we reached this perfe& 3 


this evening, after an agreeable journey 


all the family in good health. Surely, I ſhould * | 


that God, who thus poureth his benefits —_— me. 


G 4 | To 


Thur. 
I May truly ſay, 1 was in heavineſ5, through mani- 
I fold — 3dpt: the day I left you. Indeed, you 


4 Nr 
= — — 


about the Methodiſts, I found that miſs P 


8 R 


Io her Siſter-in-Law. 3 

. = . | Lambeg. 
My very dear Siſter, 247+ 3 Ji 
13 AVE been but very poorly in health, theſe 
few days paſt ; but I truſt it is for my profit, that 

I may be partaker of God's holineſs. Solomon faith, 
In the day of proſperity rejoice, but, in the day of ad. 


verſity confider : and, indeed, I think, when I am 
tried, I generally call my ways to remembrance, and 


all my doings whack were not good; ſo that I loathe 
myſelf, and long for the Repairer of the breaches to 
reconcile me, through his blood. Oh! it is a pre- 


cious atonement! But, alas! I often ſtagger at the 


promiſes of God, through unbehef. 


Me have been in our new habitation, for ſome 


, 


days. Mary treats mewith great tenderneſs. Surely, 
I may ſay, the Lord is daily beſtowing unnumbered 
comforts upon me. Oh that I had the crown of all, 
a thankfal heart} © =o ls, +: III. - 
Mr. Smyth being obliged to ſtop on the road near 
Swords, I went into a cabbin, and, while _ 
been in that country, and, I ſuppoſe, was uſeful; as 
a woman informed ſhe had turned a young girl 
who had lived near her to the Swaddling-meetmg. 
„Indeed (ſaid ſhe) all the neighbours were wiſhing 
their daughters to be like her; for ſhe' was always 


preaching good things.” How true is it, that the 


children of God are the /alt of the earth, ſeaſoning 
wherever they ße. W 

I hope your kindneſs to Mr, Sil, will not be 
thrown away on him. Perhaps, it may prejudice 
him in favour of the Methodiſts, Oh that he may 
now take the Lord for his God, and bear the yoke 
of Chriſt! but to many it is an hard ſaying, deny 
thyſelf, and take up thy croſs. Yet, ſurely, 1 0 and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. Chril N 

de 


U 153 ] 


rell in our hearts by faith: then, and not till then, 
{hall we be enabled to overcome. I think I am 
grown more and more aſſured of this truth, 7 18 
God who worketh in us both to will and to do, of his 
-ood pleaſure; and, if we truſt our own hearts, we are 
fools. The Lord gives me, ſometimes, to ſee how 
completely fooliſh and ignorant I am. Oh, may I 
never lean on the broken reed of any thing that L 
can do, | | 5 | 
It is ſuppoſed that Mr. B-— will not ſurvive 
many days; but, I hear he teſtifies a good hope, 
when aſked how affairs ſtand between God and his 
ſoul, How frequently do we find the Pfſalmiſt's 
words verified, Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
right, for the end of that man is peace. | 
As Mr. Smyth is now — a volume of ſermons 
for the preſs, he is greatly confined to the houſe. I 
5 long for his foot to be once more at liberty, that he 
= may go forth, and cry unto ſinners, Turn ye, turn 3e, 


* 


for, why will ye die? 


PEST SSSSSSS$SSSISSIISISIIESISISSS4SS 
To her Siſter-in-Law. | 

Lambeg. | i 
My very dear Siſter, | | | 
AM ſorry to find that your harp is ſtill hanging il 
on the willow: yet how much better is it tobe | 

a priſoner of hope, calling on the Lord for a releaſe, - | 
than to be led captive by that ſeducer of mankind, 1 
who worketh in the hearts of the children of diſobedience. | 
Though he tarry, wait for him ; yea, I ſay, wait pa- | 
tiently for the Lord. In the morning /ow thy feed, | 
and in the evening with hold not thine hand; for he that 
poeth forth weeping, bearing precious ſeed, ſhall, doubt- 1 
ee, come again with rejoicing, bringing his ſheaves, fl 
along with him. The ants are a — 2 not ſtrong, | | 
G5. yet 
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yet they prepare their meat in the ſummer.” Oh, 
g, that all the crea. 


may we give-ear to underſtandin 
tures may lead us unto Gd! 


| rs of wers in thele 
Almoſt every day, of late, ſome of the ar 

ave paſſed through Liſburn. Now, though I really 
think there is a ſcourge coming on this puilty land, 
yet (quite contrary to my natural diſpoſition) I feel 
In the Lord ts ftrong confidence yea, 
ts name is as @ ſtrong tower ; the righteous run unto 
t, and are /afe. Nevertheleſs, in my happieſt hours, 
I may fay, I rejoice with trembling, knowing how trail 
I am, and what need I have, every moment, to look 
I wiſh to be more and 
more ſenſible of my vileneſs, and weakneſs, that 
Chriſt may be my righteouſneſs, and firength. <1 


There have been many rumou 


but little fear. 


unto the Lord for power. 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


RE 


Lambeg. 


JV dear ſiſter may juſtly wonder at my ſilence 
of late; but my time has been much engroſſed 
with my little Edward, whoſe days, I believe, will 
ſoon, be ended. My feelings are extreme for his ſuf- 
ferifigs, yet 1 cannot wiſh their removal, fince it 1s 
the good pleaſure of him I have taken for my Maſter, 
- who, I truſt, will appoint me whatever trials are need- 
fu: for my purification, as well as give me the com- 
As the child 
is nurſed at ſome diſtance, I find it diſtreſſing to my 
weak body to go twice a day to him. Oh, may J 
never, never faint, but be ſtrong in faith, giving 


fort of his help, in the day of trouble. 


glory to God! 


nd I thank you for your kind inten- 
tion of taking us to England, in caſe of an invaſion, 
but this cannot be, according to your plan, as. we 


. Mr. Smyth a 


are reſolved to abide by our little- ones. 


If it is 
thought 


| 1 456 J 
thought there would be danger here, we could never 
leave them to be expoſed to it, pr to be a burden to 


my father, who, on accouut of his employments, 


would, probably, be more diſtreſſed than moſt men 
in the country. But, indeed, I have not the leaſt 
fear of wanting food and raiment, though, perhaps, 
!omewhat homelier than I have been accuſtomed to: 
and, if we do not eſcape the edge of the ſword, let 
us, and our little ones be found together, waiting-on 
the Lord, who will give us the crown of life, if webe 
faithful unto death. I have no doubt but that when 
the time comes, we ſhall be taught where to go, and 
what to do, and that we ſhall have lack of nothing 
which 1s good for us. | 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. , 

| Lambeg. 
Y very dear ſiſter's affectionate concern for 
my health demands my thanks. I have been, 
indeed, very unwell of late, particularly during my 
little Edward's illneſs. Never was my ſtrength more 
exerted on any occaſion, as I feared having any ne- 
glect to accuſe myſelf of, in regard to him, which, joined 
to my feelings for his heavy ſufferings, rendered me 
extremely weak: but (glory be to God!) I am now 
rezaining ſtrength of body—and (may I not ſay?) 
of mind, alſo. From the time he grew ill, I could 
not aſk life for him, but quietly left him in the hands 
of God, aſſured that he would do what was moſt for 
the child's good, and mine. The night he was 
waked, we had a moſt ſolemn meeting. Many of 


our friends came out, particularly, the dear claſs- 


leaders of Liſburn. Next day, we accompanied him 
to the church-yard, ſinging hymns ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion, which proved, I believe, a bleſſing to ſome. 
My dear father ſhewed. much tenderneſs on the oc- 
G 6 caſion, 
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caſion, and was uſeful in every way he could be. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. likewiſe, behaved kindly, 


Oh, what ſhall 1 dender to hou God for all bus 
benefits! 


ee e | 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 
3 Hen. 

1 very dear Siſter, f 

LO RV be to God, I enjoy much content. 

ment in our preſent little habitation, which 

is much retired, from the world. Here I have 

opportunity for reading, and meditating on the law 


of _ Lord. Oh that I could truly ſay, * 


: 


15 fis my delight, 
Both day and night.” 


But, alas! I live at a poor, dying rate, and de not 
redeem my precious time, as I ought. 

1 have been exerciſed, of late, with ſome un- 
common trials, but my God fill keeps me above 
the water-floods. My Saviour was tempted in all 
oo like as we are; therefore, I cannot expect to 

e. exempt from the troubles of this tranſitory life. 
But would to God that J could ſing theſe en 
from the bottom of my heart, 


« Thro' all the changing ſcenes of lte, 
In trouble, and in joy, 
' The praiſes of my God ſhall ail 
ay heart and tongue eee 10 Set 28 


I find, my dear ſiſter, that you are-in 3 bann 
neſs: but oh, be of good cheer. The Lord will 


be found of them that rl him. He will ſurely 
come, | 10 Ha 
« And 


I 3 
And make your heart his loy'd abode 
The temple of indwelling God.“ 


Be ſtrong, then, and of a good courage. He can- 
not, he will not caſt a ſinner out, who only aſks 
for mercy. + | 1 | 3, 


K dE e N S & d d de d dee 


To« her Siſter- in- La xc. 
| 3 | Down. 
I AM glad to find' my very dear fiſter's' breaſt 1s 
likely to do well: but, I think, poor, unhappy 
Betty M ; muſt be, nearly, as great a trial 
to you. Surely, fearfulne/s and trembling | ſhall Jur< 
priſe the hypocrites in Zion. Oh, how powerfully 


and praying, that we may not enter into tempta- 
tion. Oh that ſhe may again turn to the Lord, 
with weeping, faſting, and mourning, and never 
ceaſe ſuing for mercy, tilt ſhe knows that God has 
healed her dreadful back{liding! . n 

The affairs of this ſociety wear a pleaſing aſpełt. 
Numbers flock to the meetings at night, particu- 
larly the ſoldiers. Two of: them breakfaſted with 
us, laſt Sunday, and appear to have a true work 


| | of grace on their hearts. Oh that the birds of prey 


may not pick out the good ſeed! 

We had two ſweet letters, lately, from a young 
gentleman, who was brought to the: knowledge 'of 
the truth, under Mr: Smyth's preaching, at White- 
Friar- Street. The Wonderful Counſellor: has en. 


degree. Oh that all the ends of . the earth may 
hear. and obey the goſpel ! l e 


heart, and one mind, and the God of peace be 


with you! N 
To 
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does her fall teach us the neceſſity of watching 


lightened the eyes of his underſtanding in à great 


My love to my brother. May ye be of one 


L 68 
"To her Siſter-in-Law. 


I:ſburn, 
My very dear Siſter, 5 
| I SHOULD be very ungrateful if I did not love 
you, after the many repeated favours. you have 
done me; therefore, you may ſuppoſe I am well 
pleaſed to find that the Lord has turned his hand 
on you for good. Oh, may you always love, and 
ſerve, and praiſe the God of your health, and your 
ſalvation! _ IS 
Oh, my dear ſiſter, how thankful ſhould I be to 
my gracious Creator, who hath ſo caſt my lot, as 
to be exempt from the converſe of thoſe great folks 
you ſpeak of. What happineſs can a mind, in the 
leaſt degree. ſpiritual, have with thoſe, who are 
 feehang death in the error of their lives? The days are 
evil: we have need to watch and pray, left we 
enter into temptation, A good man was, this day, 
lamenting the declining ſtate both of preachers and 
people among the Methodiſts. It really alarmed 
me. O Lord, my God, ſuffer me not to turn again 


We have at length taken a houſe at Lurgan, but 
are not to get poſſeſſion of it till the 8th of next 
month, which is rather an unpleaſing circumſtance; 
but as the- ſituation is deſirable, in many reſpeds, 
we muſt ſubmit to wait till the time appointed. 
Indeed, I long to be ſettled, as I find jaunting about 
rather hurts than increaſes ſpiritual life. Oh, how 
happy is the faithful ſoul, who finds God-. preſent, 

and precious, in all times, places, and conditions! 
As for me, I fear I am rather too impatient on this 
occaſion, Yet, what can we do? Our ſituation 
here is very diſtreſſing. We cannot even {it in 
the parlour, as Mr. ——— is daily engaged with 
ſome of his diſſipated companions in playing cards, 

_ rattling dice, or reading plays and romances, Oh, 
| my 


- 
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my ſiſter, how can two walk together 1e earth, ex- 
cept they be agreed? 


N Wich pitying eyes their deeds I _ 
Shut up in Sodom I, 

And aſk, a him who died for — 
Why will ye ſin, and die ?” 


We hav ſent John to Derriaghy, fearing to leave 
him in ſuch company, and finding that he had 
contracted a great hiking for guns and ſwords, Which 


delighted them, but grieved ws ſorely. 


Till we can get into our houſe, we purpoſe to 
ſpend the intervening. time in viſiting ſome of the 


diſtant ſocteties at C ones, Colerain, &c. 


Pray, remember me in love to thoſe who are 


kind enough to n for ſuch a nn. erea- 
ture as | 


AGNES SMYTH. 
— | 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Lifton 
My very dear Siſter, 


BE aſſured, I ſympathize with you in your pre- 
ſent diſtreſs ; ; and, I truſt, my prayers ſhall 


not be wanting, that God may ſpeedily perfect your 


recovery, if for his glory, and your good. Indeed, 
from experience we may ſay, the Almighty has his 
ways in the whirlwind ; ſo that; oftentimes, he is 


moſt merciful, when moſt ſevere:” and, ſeein 
he is above all outward: means, I truſt he will make 
your preſent retirement profitable, both for life and 


godlineſs. May you not ſay, This God is my 
God, even unto death? I will truſt, .and not be 


afraid, for the eternal God is my refuge, and 


underneath are the everlaſting arms. Surely, this 
Was 


* 


L 6 ] 


was eminently diſplayed in your late merciful 
eſcape. Oh, may you, with renewed vigour, walk 
in his ways, who hath dealt ſo bountifully with 
on -: L : ** 397 | 52 
; My patience is ſtill kept in exerciſe ; but I much 
fear it has not its perfect work in my ſoul. Mr. 
Smyth left me this morning, in hopes to expedite 
matters with our landlord, who has ſo long kept 
us out of the houſe, and is yet to fell his goods 
there before he can leave it. On this account ! 
muſt diſpenſe with the want of Mr. Smyth's com- 
pany for a few days, which is a croſs to me, as he 
has been my conſtant, and well-beloved companion 
in alt trials. But ſtill, there 7s a friend that ſticheth 
cloſer. Oh, may 1 ſecure his help and favour! for, 
it is better than the life itſelt. ON Fs! » 
Notwithſtanding J feel my want of reſignation, 
I have a clear convithon in my mind, that thoſe 
temporal diſappointments are mercies in diſguiſe, 
I remember the time when I almoſt wiſhed for 
croſſes ; but, alas! from repeated experience of my 
own weakneſs, I fee I am unable to bear the ſmall- 
eſt, without power from on high. Oh, may it 
teach me 10 be © little and vile in my own eyes!“ 
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5 To her Siſter- in-Law. 7 

* b ik Trnels ehw ed . Lurgan. 

My deareſt Siſter, . | 3 
LESSED be the Lord God of Iſrael who 
ſeems graciouſly to have fixed our habitation 

in this place. Many things have concurred to ren- 

der our ſituation moſt eligible; and, riotwithſtand- 
ing my continual employ, 1 have had much con- 
tentment (may I not fay, peace) ſince my reſidence 
bere. My health, alſo, ſeems. almoſt — 


'/ 


1 

O my ſoul, forget not all his benefits, who crowneth 
thy life with tender mercies, and loving-kindneſs! 
There ſeems, likewiſe, to be an open door for 
Mr. Smyth here, as the people appear much at- 
tached to him, and even many who are not united 
to the Methodiſts; ſo that, I truſt, he will be an 
inſtrument, in the hand of the Lord, for good to 
their ſouls. a e e e e Tn tO 

As I had not met with a ſervant in Liſburn to 
my mind, I thought I would caſt my care upon 
God, believing, in due ſeaſon, he would ſend a 
careful one that was meet for us; and, indeed, 
ſuch I have found in the very houſe, as our land- 
lord had no occaſion for her. She is very diligent, 
quiet, and experienced in country-work. One 
circumſtance, indeed, is not ſo pleaſing, which is, 
her being a Roman; but really ſhe appears ſerious, 
attends the preaching, reads the Scriptures, and 
behaves herſelf humbly in her ſtation ;- ſo that I 
have ſtrong hopes the Lord will thoroughly renew 
her in his own:1mage. 2 . 
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My very dear Siſter, | 


A* you ſeem ſo ſolicitous about me, I ſhalken- 
deavour to anſwer your queſtions concerning 

my lying:in. * N + # #® ® x FE - | 
O my ſiſter, my ſoul is often in great heavineſs, 
from tormenting fears, which, I believe, are in- 
creaſed by the conſideration of having none but 
ſirangers with me, at the time of inature's ſorrow. 
Oh, how melancholy is it, that 1 ſhould place any 
of my conſolation in creatures! 'Surely, if I could 
lcan on the Almighty arm, he would ſuſtain me. 
Jam perſuaded it is the weakneſs of my faith that 
| 4 cauſes 
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cauſes me to be thus in bondage. How many com- 
forts and conveniences am 1 likely to have, which 


thouſands in the world are deſtitute of! Lord, par- 
don my ingratitude, pity my weakneſs, and forgive 


me all my fins! | | 

I have not hired a nurſe, as I intend to attempt 
ſuckling the child myſelf. The Lord 1s able to 
ſtrengthen me, and make it turn out to our mutual 


good. Let me have your prayers that I may be 


ſupported in the approaching trying hour. He that 
hath hitherto delivered me in ſix troubles, will not, 


I hope, forſake-me in the ſeventh. - - 


With regard to the doctor not conſidering Mr. 


Smyth in his will, I think that this ſeeming dil 
appointment will terminate in our good; and I am, 


likewiſe, of opinion, that the fruſtration of Mr. 
will tend to the deepening any ſeri- 
ous impreſhons, which the Spirit of God may have 
made on her, and which a flow of proſperity might 
have totally extinguiſhed. It is probable the croſs 
will be much heightened from the quarter you 
mention; but even this may make her cleave to 
the Lord, and chooſe her Maker for her huſband, 
In a letter this day. received from my father, ad- 
dreſſed to Mr. Smyth, are thoſe words, Though 
your uncle might have been diſpleaſed with: you, 
yet I am ſorry to find that he carried his reſentment 
againſt the dear little children; but I truſt that their 
God and our God will take care of them.” 


— . een pen a_—oy—_—— 


In ſome ſubſequent letters, ; after her delivery, are 


the following paragraphs. ] 
The Lord's mercies Ha — e ſince 
I laſt wrote to you; but oh, my dear ſiſter, with 
ſhame I muſt confeſs that I do not find my breaſt 
glowing with gratitude to the beſt of benefattors, 


as it thould do. J fear there are ſome evil 9 
| WII un, 


\ 


E 8 ] 


within, winch choke the good ſeed, and make me 


quite unfruitful. My preſent employment of nurſing 


engroſſes too much of. my thoughts; but I have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing my little-one thrive, though ſuck- 
ling her on one breaſt, - | | 


- $06000$0000000009 


I have, of late, undergone ſome trials both of 
body and mind, occaſioned by the illneſs of my 
ile Mary, to whom, I fear, I am unduly attached. 
| think we are both in a weak ſtate, and I find the 
words of Thomas a Kempis verified, Which way 
ivever thou ſhalt turn thyſelf, the croſs awaits thee.” 
Oh that I may be kept in the hour of temptation ! 


that, at the laſt, I may ſee it was all needful to 


break the will of ſuch a ſtiff. necked creature. | 

The people here, in general, countenance Mr. 
Smyth's preaching, and ſome ſeem defirous of our 
acquaintance, which I am rather afraid of encou- 
raging, not knowing but it may be. a ftratagem of 
the ſubtle enemy, to draw us aſide from our deter- 
mination entirely to forſake a world of fin and 
vanity, Oh, how deceitful are the ſmiles of. thoſe 
who have their portion in this. life! Unto their 
— O my ſoul, be not thou united; but 
rather follow thy deſpiſed Maſter, warts, evil report, 


and endure for a ſeaſon, that thou mayeſt be for ever 
K 3% 


I ſtill have the ſourneſs in my ſtomach and pain 
in my breaſt remaining; but I think the violence 
ſomewhat abated. Oh that my gratitude kept pace 
with God's favours! but, alas, I 8nd myſelf ſtrange- 
h inſenſihle. | F 
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Thanks be to God, I am yet in the land of the 
living, not in torments, not in hell! but I have 
been neceſſitated to put my dear little child off my 


| breaſt, as my life ſeemed in imminent danger. 


How ſhe will agree with the ſpoon I cannot rightly 
determine. I find too much painful anxiety on her 
account; but unto God will I make my prayer. 


„Thou know'ſt my weakneſs, Lord 

My heart is known to thee: - 

Oh, lift thou up my ſinking head! _ 
Confirm my feeble knee!” 


Would to God that ſcripture were fulfilled in my 
poor worthleſs heart, In perfect peace ſhall he be hept, 


o/c mind is flayed on me ! But, alas! it has been, 
of late, far-otherwiſe. Oh, pray, my dear ſiſter, 


that my faith fail net! 


: : "x ; » 
7 Ferrer EE. 
991 KM:: % % 


Oh chat I could indeed ſay (as my dear ſiſter ap- 


prehends I can) that the fling of death is taken 
away! Alas! I fear not. For ſome time, I have 
been much dejected, ſo that I have been almoſt 
tempted to cry out, Is my hope and my expetta- 


tion periſhed from the Lord?“ My repeated trials, 


of late, have convinced me that I am fearful, hav- 
ing little faith; but, truſting to the multitude of 


_ God's mercies, I will wait upon him; for, falvation 


As to my health, I am in ſo precarious a ſlate, 
that I know not what is the will of God concerning 
me, whether it be life, or death. My dear Mary 
is, alſo, very ill with the thruſh, which appear 


belongeth unto the Lord.. 


attended 


| anc os. it. Mo. ff 


— 505 ] 
attended with pains in her bowels... I muſt confeſs 
my feelings on her account are great. It was ſome 
time before I could reſign her to God, though 
trying on my knees to do ſo; but, through mercy, 
have, at laſt, found power to ſay, "I 


«. Mine ſhe is not, Lord, but thine 
Thine this moment let her be— 
Thine to all eternity.” | 


NN NK NN KN NN NK NN 


About an hour before J received your laſt favour, 
with the account of my father-in-law's dangerous 
illneſs, I was reading the twelfth chapter of St. 
Luke's goſpel with attention, and ſome comfort. 
Thoſe words particularly. ſtruck me, Seek not ye 
what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink, neither be ye 
of doubtful mind. A word m ſeaſon (when it comes 
with divine power) how good is it! It proved a 
bleſſing to me, as I have ſince been entirely ſaved 
from all anxious thought reſpecting the future. 
The Lord is my. portion, Jaith my ſoul, and his love 
is better than thouſands of gold and ſilver. I expect 
my daily croſſes from him, as well as my daily food. 
Lord what an ungrateful wretch have Itech. and 
yet how good haſt thou been to me! Oh, who can 
tell my depth of fin! None knows it but the heart- 
ſearching God: yet (glory be to him!) I can 
claim him as my own, though with a trembling 


tongue. | | | 


PFF 
* * * * * So far for my bodily health. Now 
let me acknowledge the goodneſs of my God, to a 
poor, guilty, wes and helpleſs worm. This day, 
my weary barren heart was much refreſhed, and 
comforted, under the means of grace, nen 
| | + 3 2 f the 
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[ 166 1 
the Tove-feaſt. But, my dear ſiſter, I build not on 
theſe feelirigs, however comfortable. Oh no! m 
ſoul cries out, Nothing but Chriſt for Juſtification, 
ſanctification, and everlaſting ſalvation !" 


- 


3 


S N N N νοε ιτοτ 


My dear ſiſter's letter to-day was particularly 
pleaſing, as it acquainted me that the work of God 
is forwarded by the preaching of Mr. 


whoſe miniſterial abilities I have heard /of before, 


Oh, "E the goſpel of the kingdom be taught 
among all denominations, that the people may hear, 
and fear, and turn unto the Lord! I have been 


much delighted with a ſermon written by one Mr, 


Smith in England, who is accuſed of holding Me- 
thodiſtical tenets, which the mob have thought a 
| ſufficient excuſe for pulling down. the paliſades be- 
fore his door, &c. The text is, Am IJ, therefore, 
become your enemy, becauſe I tell you the truth? Oh 
let us, my dear ſiſter, unite in prayer, that the Lord 
may ſend forth many more workmen into his vine- 

ard, who ſhall rghtly divide the word of truth! 
There is, indeed, a good proſpett in thoſe. parts. 
Numbers are added to the ſociety, many of whom, 
I truſt, are in earneſt to flee from the wrath to come. 


K NN KN N KH 


Oh, how could my dear and kind ſiſter make 


uſe of this expreſſion, I do not expect my advice 
will have the leaſt weight with either of you, but, 
perhaps, be rather thought impertinent.“ Indeed, 
tears ſoon filled my eyes on reading it, and a degree 
of ſorrow took poſſeſſion of my heart. Surely, I 
may. ſay with truth (if I never ſee your face again) 


my love to you is without diſſimulation. The 
thoughts of appearing-ſo ungrateful to a kind bene · 


factor, who had been a great means of reclaiming 
1 my 
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my poor wandering ſoul, and has been ſince heap- 
ing benefits upon me, was too much for my en- 
ſeebled reaſon to meet unmoved. Floods of tears 
ſtarted from my eyes, You have been, and ſtill 
continue, dear to my heart, and high in my eſteem. 
Mr. Smyth is now abſent ; but, indeed, he loves, 
and regards you: but you know he is apt to ſpeak 
his mind unreſervedly, which 'may, at times, make 
him appear in a more unfavourable light, than many 
who have not more ſincerity. » 8 


FDP 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


My deareſt Siſter, 8 
1 are very kind in giving {o particular an 


account of my dear children. I hope, in due 
time, I ſhall be ſenſible of the goodneſs of God, in 
ſeparating me from them, and placing them, per- - 
laps, in better hands; but (wretch that I am!) I 
too often feel an hankering after thoſe comforts I 
have not, and a want of gratitude for the number- 
[es bleſſings I am daily receiving from my heavenly 
Father, and indulgent friend. 83 3 
I thank you for the friendly cautions, in your 
two laſt letters, with reſpett to my entering into a 
party-ſpirit, at this time. It is very proper I ſhould 
be reminded of the. danger of it, as I might as 
ealily ſlide into this, as other defects and errors 
which I daily fall into; but, indeed, my dear ſiſter, 
at preſent, I think I feel no improper warmth, as 
our diſturbances rather occaſion a dejection of 
{pit in me, ſo that when any one enters on the” 
lubject, it is quite irkſome to me. Many here 
think it is the enemy of ſouls who has ſown the 
tares of diſcord, in order to prevent Mr. Smyth's 
uſefulneſs in this place; for, indeed, he has had 
8 uncommon 
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uncommon liberty to declare the counſel of God; 
and bills have been ſent to return thanks to the 
Lord for bleſſings received under his miniſtry: but 
I rather imagine that God fees fit to abaſe us, as 
we met with little of this kind of oppoſition in Ire- 
land. Thomas a Kempis ſays, © It is good that we 
have, ſometimes, troubles and croſſes, or ae often 
make a man enter into himfelf, and conſider that 
he ought not to place his truſt in any worldly thing; 
and that it is profitable for us to be ſometimes con- 
tradifted, and to have men think ill of us, and this, 
although we do and intend well; for then we ſeek 
more to God for our inward witneſs.” 

I have not been well for ſome days paſt, but am 
not confined, May I endure, as ſeeing him who 
is inviſible !”? | | 


10030 UODOSODAAGA HOF009 3345 901020313050 3 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 
Bath, October 2g, 1779. 


Y much-loved ſiſter's ſevere bodily trials are, 

in ſome meaſure, a ſource of chaſtiſement to 
me, as I cannot but bear a part in your diſtreſſes. 
Oh that every croſs may prove a bleſſing, and ripen 
you for honour, gory, and immortality. Ah, my 
dear ſiſter, prevail on my brother, if you can, to 
_ conſent to your trying what Engliſh air will do for 
y&u. This may ſeem from, a ſelfiſh motive, and it 
certainly is fo, in ſome reſpects, as your life and 
happineſs is a good deal connected with mine. But, 
excluſive of all other conſiderations, my heart ſin- 
cerely wiſhes your comfort, temporal and ſpiritual. 

I am once more raifed up through the power of 
the Almighty. Oh, may it be to live more in his 
fear, and to his glory ! My laſt attack was of a moſt 
n natgre 6 Out © ne Oey" en 
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| Jaſt Sunday, when God was graciouſly pleaſed to 
remove a great load both of bodily and fpiritual 
diſtreſs. Oh that I may, therefore, praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs to me, a poor child of Adam 
Indeed, I found that Mr. Charles Weſley came 
in the fulneſs of the goſpel of peace to my droop- 
ing ſoul. - He ſeems a man of a thouſand for uni- 
verſal charity, poverty of ſpirit, and other Chriſtian 


virtues. - Oh, may he be numbered with the bleft; 
after finiſhing his Maſter's work below | I likewiſe 


found much power attend the preaching of the 
word by Mr. Spencer, and Mr. Jones, at Lady 
Huntingdon's chapel. I hear Mr. R H | 
is now in Bath for his health, but, on account of 
ſome party-diſputes, is not permitted to preach in 
her ladyfhip's chapel. What a pity! I fear their 
reſident miniſter, Mr. S d, will do more harm 
than good by his hot-headed zeal, and unchriſtian 
railing, of which Mr. Smyth had a ſpecimen, ſome 
nights ago, when he was exclaiming againſt ſome 
of the ſociety for attending King-Street chapel. 
Oh that we may be all of one mind in the Lord, 
and not fall out by the way to the heavenly 


Canaan! | 
THPFPSESEPSISHISIEIIIIEEESEI SEES e 
To her Siſter- in-Law. 1 


3 Bath, Nov. 26. 1379! 
HOUGH I dare not ſay my ever-dear fiſter's 


renewed favours are more in number than the 
hairs of my head, yet with truth I may acknow- 


ledge, they are paſt finding out, or returning thanks 
for. May God pour down his richeſt bleſſings upon 
you, and my kindly-affettionate brother! Your 
account of John brought me to the footſtool of 
grace, and I found a” to reſign him unto God 

who 
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who gave him, having a thorough conviction that 
if he was taken away, it would be in mercy both 
to him and me, and a kind of affurance that he 
would gain repentance unto life, if he were re- 
moved at this time. I confeſs he is one of my 
greateſt worldly ties, and if God breaks it, juſt and 
right is he. . | | * 


0090000000000000000000005000602060+06 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Bath, Dec. 6, 1779. 

My dear Siſter, "EP 
1 Experience the truth of Solomon's words, that 
1 hope deferred maketh the heart ich. Three poſts 
have paſled ſince the uſual time I ufed to hear 
from you; and the laſt account of John, joined 
with this circumſtance, has (I muſt confeſs) rouſed 
all my fears, and affections. O my ſiſter, I am 
weaker than a bruiſed reed. I feel my holpleſſneſs 
in a manner words. cannot deſcribe; and if the 
Lord does not uphold me, I muſt be ſwallowed up 
in the deep waters, which are come 1n, even unto 
my foul. Yet, in my greateſt extremity, I am 
enabled to ſay, If this bitter cup may not paſs 
from me, except J drink it, thy will, O Lord, be 
done.“ Indeed, I rather wiſh his ſoul's ſalvation, 
and that of all my children, than their longer abode 
on, earth. This is the only thing I pray for, that 
their precious ſouls may be ſaved, through the blood 
of the Lamb. "$612 49676] | pA 
Mr. Smyth has been at Briſtol ſince. Saturday. 
As the Lord had not inchned any; one's heart to 
aſk me, I thought it would be like intruſion, and 
therefore did not accompany him. bah e 
I am juſt now to meet a claſs, by particular 
deſire. May the good Lord ſtand by me, for, 1 
| | ure, 


1 


18 


fare, I ſeem. moſt unfit to lead others. I ſhould 
not have conſented; but that I was fearful of diſ- 
leaſing my God, by diſtruſting him who can give 


power. EF $67 ene, | 
Oh, my dear ſiſter, write immediately; for, a 


fate of ſuſpenſe ſeems more trying than if I knew' 
the worſt. that could happen. And oh, pity, pray 


for, and (if you can help it) do not deſpiſe 
Your unworthy Siſter, but loving Friend. 


ShhSSIS PLIES ESSE EEIES SES 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 


My very dear Siſter, 2 
] SHALL not be much ſurpriſed if you give me 


a good ſcold in your next letter for my undue 


znxiety about John; but, like the compaſſionate 
Saviour of mankind, who /uccours the tempted, and 
cently leads thoſe that are with young, have compaſhon 


on me, and pray for me. Indeed, I conſider my _ 
late temptation as a trial of faith, affording a faint 


reſemblance of Abraham, who offered up his fon, 


but, afterwards, received him in a figure, as from the 
dead. Oh, may this, and every future trial, work 


in me an heart-felt experience that God will not 


ſufer me to be tempted above that I am able, and 
that, without his almighty ſtrength, I am as weak 


as Samſon, when ſhorn of his hair. 
I have loſt my kind friend Mrs. G, who 


has left this for London ; but, wherever ſhe goes, I 


believe the Lord will be her ſhield and portion. 
Now that ſhe is abſent, I do not think my affecti- 
ons cleave much to any in Bath—not that I mean 


to infer that God has not a people here; but 1 do 


not find myſelf particularly united to any one, fave 
2 poor blind woman, who ſeems to have been pu- 


HS ” ri fied 


Bath, Dec. 15, 1779. 
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rified in the furnace. She was ſmote with ſudden 
blindneſs, ſince her converſion; and though her 
ſituation, on many accounts, is moſt diſtreſſing, yet 
I never hear her complain of it. Oh, what power 
has the leve of Jeſus to make a ſoul fo —— 
under ſuch trying circumſtances ! 5 
Doctor C———, at preſent, acts as aſſiſtant, on 
this circuit. His word is with power, and (I think); 
with te demonſtration of the Spirit. The ſecond 
time I heard him preach, thoſe words came ſtrongly 
into my mind, Grace and truth are in thy lips, be- 
cauſe God hath bleſſed thee for ever. He has a pecu- 
liar excellency in fetting forth the Jovelineſs of 
Chriſt, with which he ſeems to be fometimes ſo 
enraptured, that his face looks as the face of an 
angel. He 1s particularly fond of preaching from 
Solomon's ſong, which, I think, he opens, and 
moſt beautifully explains, and enforces the Chriſti. 
an's duty very powerfully from it. May his labour 
be bleſt with great ſucceſs; for, indeed, he ſeems 
much devoted to it, and filled with the love of his 
Lord, which renders him kindly atftectionate, and 
humble to all. - T7 
We have a general invitation to dine every Sun- 
day with a Mr. ———, whole wife, I believe, is 
a Chriſtian. He, poor man, feemed to run well. 
for a ſeaſon, but the preacher's miſconduct has hurt 
his mind ſo greatly, that it has inclined him to {ul- 
et the reality of almoſt all other people's profeſſi- 
ons. Alas! how dangerous is it to take man for. 
our example! for, then, we fall, when they fall: 
this is miſerably exemplified in him. There is 
ſcarce any one he likes but Mr. Smyth, * whoſe 
words (I heard him ſay) had prevented his giving 
up ſome time ago. I am ſorry for him—he was 
of a moſt hoſpitable temper, and had done a great 
deal for the Methodiſt-caule. E *. 
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Mr. M—— and we are very familiar when 
we meet; but he appears almoſt choked with the 
very great run of buſineſs; yet, I truſt, at the bot- 
tom, he is a true ſervant of Chriſt. N 

The good account my brother gave us of the 
children was truly pleaſing. Oh, may I have a 
thankful heart to taſte how gracious the Lord has 
been in the diſpoſal of them, at this time! 


Sh ESSPSEISEEISSSIIISISIISHIDIEEIEESSSS 


To her Siſter-in- Law. 


Bath, Dec. 29, 1779- 


19 ſo well aſſured of my ever dear ſiſter's 
love to me and mine, that I cannot be offended 


in the leaſt, with your diſapprobation of my con- 
duct towards the children. I confeſs, during the 
laſt year I ſpent with them, that my heart was 


particularly ſoftened towards them, as I looked upon 
myſelf as very near a ſeparation from them for ever, 
which tenderneſs was rather increaſed by 1 


to England. I truſt that the good hand of Go 
conducted me hither; yet ſtill I find it a great 


croſs to fleſh: and blood, te be disjoined from all 

thoſe dear friends I fo dearly love in Ireland. 
Indeed, my dear ſiſter, I would wiſh you to deny 

our children every indulgence, which you think 


improper. If I erred in my behaviour to them, 


pray, rectify it as far as is neceſſary. I may fay 


with truth, I am a poor ignorant creature, in every 


reſpect; but I truſt the Lord will pity my infirmi- 
ties, and teach me wiſdom ſecretly. 

I am happy to find that your mind is not ſo over- 
charged, and that you are fo far delivered from the 
irkſome employ of entertaining the children of this 
world, I know it is the deſire of your ſoul to be 
ſeparate from their company and ways; therefore, 
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I hope the Lord will make a way for your eſcape 
in every trying hour. 


CIS IHHMMMHMMNMHMMHHMMHMMHMNINMMMMNHH {45 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


| Bath, Jan. 17, 1780, 
My ever deareſt Siſter, | „ 
* your's of the 7th inſtant, and thank 
you for the friendly caution in regard to the 
children. Indeed, it is my frequent prayer, that if 
the Lord ever permits me to ſee them again, he 
would enable me to dwell with them according to 
knowledge; and when I fail in this reſpect, I truſt 
he will not ſuffer me to be ſo high-minded, as not 
to attend to the kind admonitions of a well-known 
friend. 4 | 1 1325 
The account of John is pleaſing. Truly, my 
ſoul waiteth upon God in conſtant ſupplication, that 
he would ſave him from the error of the wicked, 
and cauſe him to walk in wiſdom's ways. 
From my obſervation of the manner in which 
other ſtrangers are treated, I believe we have been 
received, both here and at Briſtol, with uncommon 
civility ; but -I find the people are very different 
from the Iriſh, who are more hoſpitable and kindly- 
affectionate to one another, with brotherly-love. 
However, I am ſure, we have met with much more 
kindneſs than we deſerve. | 8 
Your cloſe attention to our intereſt raiſes love 
and gratitude in my heart. I can make no return, 
but my thanks and prayers. If your ſcheme ſhould 
ever take place, remember to have a large area free 
for all. J was in company, ſome time ago, with a 
clergyman's wife, who faid that many ungodly 
miniſters talked very ſeverely of the way of truth, 
on account of the unchriſtian way Mr, M———'$ 
| chapel! 
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chapel in London was planned, as it excluded all 
from ſeats in it, who were not able to pay for 
them. | 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Bat, Jan. 22, 1780. 


AV ever dear ſiſter's kindneſs to me and mine, 
together with my dear brother's generous in- 
tentions about the chapel, really quite overpowered 
me, on the receipt of your letters yeſterday. Ah, 
whence is this that my Lord ſhould raiſe up ſuch 
friends to a wretched creature, who, is nothing but 
ſin, and who deſerves nothing but ſtripes. 

I may truly ſay, Ialmoſt rejoice with trembling, at 
the thoughts of returning to my dear friends, and 
native country, the time and manner of which, I 
truſt, is appointed of the father, through you. Indeed, 
it has been my prayer, that he — guide my 
wandering footſteps aright, and bring me to the place 
he would have me to be. Oh, may no change of 
time, or ſituation, ever ſhake that firm confidence I 
feel in his mercy, who hath hitherto led me, and fed 
me, and will yet, I truſt, bring me to his holy hill of 
Zion, where I ſhall ſing, with the ranſomed and re- 
deemed of the Lord, Worthy is the Lamb that was 

lain to receive honour, and bleſſing, and thank/grung ! 
tor he hath redeemed us from amongſt men, by the 
blood of his croſs.” "$4 BOK „ 

Be aſſured, I rejoice in the proſpe& of your pre- 
ſent and future health, and doubt not but God who 
hath already made you ſo uſeful to his people, will 
double your talent, and cauſe you to walk before him 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, till, after a few 
more ſtorms, you eternally reſt in his boſom. But 
ah, my dear ſiſter, why do you let the enemy rob you 
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at my word, And, undoubte 
mean thoſe who have never received the glad-tidings 
of ſalvation, ſo as to believe with their hearts unto 


I aps ] 
of your hope, and peace, by giving heed to his falſe 
ſuggeſtions ? Surely, te fearful and the unbeliering, 
ſpoken of in the Revelation, are thoſe who fear the 
reproaches and revilings of men, and therefore will 
not boldly confeſs the faith of Chriſt crucified before 
men: but, praiſed be the Lord ! you are not of that 
number. No bleſſings rather belong unto you; for 
it is written, Bleſſed is the man that feareth always 
and again, Unto that man will I look, Jaith the ; p62 
who is poor, and of a. contrite , and who trembleth 

ly, the unbelieving mult 


r1g/iteouſne/s. But, glory be to God! you have, in 
ſome meaſure, been made a partaker of that faith 
which purifieth the heart; and though you may feel 


yourſelf very defective, ſo as to know you deſerve 


puniſhment Tather than a reward, yet caſt all your 
ſins and forrows upon him who is mighty to ſave, 
and lean upon the divine atm, „„ 


« With ſelf. miſtruſting care, 
And deeply in the ſpirit groan 
The never-cealing pray r. 


1 feel for my dear father in his preſent very 
diſtreſſing condition; but the rod is often a medicine 
of love, and I hope, in the end, it will prove ſo to 


him. 
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To her Sifter-in-Law. 
Bath, Jan. 28, 1780. 
My deareſt Siſter, 


OUR lalt letter, which brought the account 


of our ſiſter C 8— 's deceale, was 
: truly 
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truly melancholy, and very awful. I am ſure, in re- 
gard to phyſicians, and other means, it may be ſaid, 
There is no help in them,” except when the Lord 


ſpeaketh the word, and then we are made whole. 
Oh, may we live more and more under a conſtant 


ſenſe of his Ahnighty Providence, believing that not 


an hair of our heads ſhall fall to the ground, without 
his permiſſion ! Indeed, I may truly ſay, that Ag mer 
cies to me (all unworthy as I am) are freſh and new 
every morning. Oh, my dear ſiſter, great is his faith- 
fulneſs. He has conſidered my ſoul in adverſity, and 


brought me into a large place, after I ſeemed to be 


forgotten, like thoſe who had been long among the 
dead. I now enjoy a peace which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding ; yet my ſoul hath ſtill in remembrance the 
wormwood and the gall, and, I truſt, in ſome degree, 
is humbled within me. Oh, may my future life be 
one continued act of looking up to him] It is my 
earneſt wiſh to walk as in his ff ht, and to ſtand in his 
power, feeling that I am leſs than nothing. By 
doctor C —'s appointment, I have been, for 


ſome time, leader of a claſs here. I undertook the 


office with a good deal of reluctance; but, at preſent, 


l Icancaſt my care upon God, in this reſpect, knowing 


he can ordain ſtrength out of weaknels. 

This ſeaſon being uncommonly ſevere, it is no 
wonder that you have had a return of your com- 
plaints, and that you are now the Lord's priſoner. 
I am glad, however, that in God's light you can ſee 
light, and diſcover ſo much mercy even in this 
afflictive diſpenſation. You are, indeed, a tried ftone, 


but bleſſed be God for the hopes we have that you 
are, alſo, a living ſtone in the ſpiritual houſe. - Oh, 


fear none of thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer, for, 


the God of Abraham, of Haac, and of Jacob, is thy 


God. a 
A | To 
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I0 her Siſter-in-Law. | 
| Bath, Feb. 11, 1780. 


My much-loved Siſter, 
I Have had a ſlight return of my bilious diſorder, 


1 which occaſioned a ſevere colick ; but, to-day, 
(praiſed be the Lord!) I am quite eaſy in body. Oh, 
that my foul was in peace! Ah, my dear ſiſter, I 
may well ſay, ſhame hath covered my face. I have 
had much experience of my own weakneſs, my own 
ſinfulneſs, ſince yeſterday morning. Mr. B 
came to breakfaſt with us, and began to talk over all 
the old affair of the preachers, which ſeemed before 
to paſs from my mind, as a viſion of the night. 1 

had, once or twice, an inclination to leave the room, 
but (like Eve) a deſire to have the knowledge of good 
and evil, prompted me to hear the merits of the 
cauſe, therefore I liſtened, till I became ſhorn of my 
ſtrength. Darkneſs took poſſeſſion of my mind, ſo 
that when he went away, I found my heart fo 
ſtrangely alienated from God, and brotherly-love, 
that I was ſhocked to find myſelf ſuch a monſter. I 
think I never ſuffered loſs in this affair before. Oh, 
may J gain experience from it, though it be dearly 
bought! | 

My heart bleeds for the melancholy ſtate of the 
church. What can be expected, when Methodiſts 
begin to bite and devour one another, but that we ſhall 
be conſumed by our luſts. Indeed, there is a moſt 
gloomy appearance here. The preachers ſeem to 
be forming parties every where againſt Mr. Smyth, 
as if they were determined to expel him out of therr 
coaſts; and becauſe the greateſt part of the ſociety 
here are his friends, there are very few preachers 
who will preach here at all. Indeed, my dear ſiſter, 

I can aſſure you, Mr. Smyth meets with enough — 

| cauſe 
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cauſe his hands to hang down, and to make him weary 
and faint in his mind: but, through the goodneſs of 
God, I hope he will be ſtrengthened with might, in 
the inner man, that he may be enabled to overcome, 
and do all things heartily as unto the Lord, and not 
unto men. | . | 

I ſometimes think God giveth medicine to heal 
our ſpiritual difeaſes, which, in the end, will prov 
profitable, bene bitter in the mouth: and — 
we be, like our Lord, de/þ:ed and rejected of men, ac- 
quarnted with ſorrows and griefs, yet, if we cleave 
taſt to our, dear and ſuffering Maſter, we ſhall, at 
length, reach a bleſſed haven, where the wicked ſhall 
c:a/e from troubling, and our weary ſouls be for ever at 
reſt. I hope, through grace, in future, to be ſimple 
concerning evil, and to turn a: deaf ear to all reports 
that would rob me of love. I have met with many 
trials, inward and outward ;- but, in truth, thoſe I have 
met with from ſome Methodiſts, of all others, were 
moſt ſevere. It is, fomehow, a croſs that one can 
hardly rejoice in. Oh, may it wean me, more and 
more, from putting any confidence in man! I found 
ſome melting of heart, this morning, from reading thoſe 
words, Exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 
dal se muſt, through much tribulation, enter into the king- 
dom of God: Oh, how eaſily may we be moved away 
from the hope of the goſpel! My God, forlake me 
not! ny f 

Miſs L———, who has been, for a conſiderable 
time, deprived of the uſe of her legs, ſeems deſirous 
of our acquaintance, and invited us to tea, laſt 
Thurſday. L have a great hope that ſhe will become 
a convert to the Lord Jeſns, as ſhe does not appear 
averſe to the truth, and is of a ſweet, mild diſpoſition. 
I think ſhe will be induced to read ſome books, which, 
deem fain truſt, will prove the favour of life to her 
ou], , | 33 | 
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Though I am to accompany Mr. Smyth, this even- 
ing, to Briſtol, yet I feel much unwillingneſs to go 
any where, as I have met with ſuch a cool reception 
from ſome as really ſtunned me, and cauſed a depreſſion 
of ſpirit that I did not immediately get the better of. 
However, we are invited, this timie, to abide at the 
houſe of a clergyman's widow, who is a very kind 
woman, and much attached to the clergy. I fome- 
times think of Mr, C—— W———'s words, 
The preachers are beating Mr. Smyth with his 
own ſtaff.” Oh, how cautious ought we to be not to 
receive an accuſation againſt a brother, without clear 
evidence! The moſt of the diſaffected party here 
were never even in Mr. Smyth's company. Lord, 


lay not this fin to their charge. We are told that 


tribulation - worketh patience, and patience, experience. 
May I prove this bleſſed effect! Oh, how eaſy is it 
for the charity that belzeveth all things to endure all 
things! When my God enlightens my darkneſs, 
every bitter thing is made ſweet. Let me have your 
prayers, as you always have thoſe of 

Your truly unworthy, but affectionate Siſter, 


EEE SEES HO ORR HRS 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 
My dearly-beloved Siſter, 


TFT Find the Lord's arm is not ſhortened, that he can- 
not fave, neither his ear heavy, that he cannot 
hear. Though once unexpetted, it now appears 
likely that I ſhall be reſtored to health, as doctor 
Jones ſeems to have been a meſſenger ſent from God 
to heal my bodily infirmities. It is how three weeks 
fince I took, or had occaſion to take, any kind of 
vomit. To be ſure, I ſtill remain ſomewhat weak, 
but ſuch a mitigation of my pain ſhould excite much 
thenkfulneſs. I think, that my continued illneſs, 15 
1 5 Oo 
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ſo many months, has made a deep, and, I truſt, laſt- 
ing impreſſion on my mind how very frail I am. 
Surely, it is the Lord alone who ſaveth our lives from 
deſtruction, and crowneth us with loving kindneſs, 
and tender mercies. Oh, my dear ſiſter, what rea- 
ſon have you to praiſe the Lord that he enableth you 
to look to the end of your faith and ſufferings, even 
the eternal reſt in the kingdom of your Father, and 
everlaſting friend. N e : 
1am glad the enemy did not prevail ſo far as to 
keep you from the table of the Lord. Indeed, God 
has thoughts of peace towards you, beang poor, and 
of a contrite ſpirit, trembling at his word. He will 
in no wiſe caſt you out, ſince he hath given his only 
Son to redeem ou. PT. 
Poor Mr. ——— ſeems recovered in ſome degree, 
from the ſnare of the devil, as I do not find he in- 
dulges himſelf in outward ſin, and I ſee him very at- 
tentive at chapel ; but I much fear the ſpirit of the 
Lord has not quickened him again to newneſs of 
life, as he appeared too inſenſible of his fall. | 
What you fay of John has given me much plea- 
ſure. I know his temper is harder to ſubdue than 
the other children's; but yet I think he has ſome 
good qualities which would make him a uſeful Chrif- 
tian, if his neck was once bowed down to take the 
yoke of Jeſus. As to any particular attachment to 
him, all Ican ſay, is, that it is involuntary : and, in- 
deed, it is not to be wondered at, if it be conſidered, 
that, at preſent, he is better qualified for a companion 
than the others; which, with the great affection he 
ſhewed me, in ficknefs and health, naturally endear- 
ed him to me, but indeed, my dear ſiſter, I feel love 
enough for them all. The kindneſs you expreſs to- 
wards them ſent me to the throne of grace on your 
behalf, that God might repay you ſeven-fold. © 
Poor K — ! How happy would it be, if one 
had hope he had entered into reſt! but, alas! what 
. were 
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were his labours ? It is to be feared he broughs forth | 
fruit unto death. + 

We drank tea, this evening, 121 mils: L —. 
I think I may, at leaſt, ſay, ſhe appears to be in the 
way-lide. She is now reading Hervey's dialogues, 
which, I think, may be particularly uſeful to her, 
through the bleſſing of God. She does not ſeem 
aſhamed to talk with pleaſure of her coming to the 
chapel (when ſhe can venture in a chair) before her 
gay acquaintances, who (ſhe tells pe) call her a Me. | 
thodiſt already. | 
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To her Siſter. in- Law. 2 


Bath, Feb. 26, 1780. 


5 much loved Siſter s letter, informing me of 

the removal of your complaint, gave me great 
conſolation and joy. I have been conflantly unwell, 
for ſome time paſt; but I enjoy great peace in believing. 
Oh, give glory to God, on my behalf! for he ſtill up- 
holds my ſoul, in life. 

It gives me pleaſure to find that John' $  reforma- 
tion continues. I hope the Lord will guide you in 
the choice of a ſchool : my prayers are not wanting 
on that head. Iam glad to hear there was hope that 
his old maſter died in the Lord. How milerable 
muſt he have been, before he laid hold on Chriſt, as 
the ſure and ſtedfaſt anchor of his ſoul ! Lord make 
me truly thankful tor Jane's improvement ! May ſhe 
be a woman fearing God, and working righteouſneſs! 
But, my dear ſiſter, I heard a circumſtance, to-day, 
which gave me ſome pain (though 1 would fain hope 
it to be a miſtake) namely, that you have Jane taught 
to dance. Surely, my long-proved friend would not 
deceive me in this reſpe&t. Oh, let us not be the 
occaſion of increaſing that vanity, and nouriſhing 
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that pride, which all the daughters of Adam inhe- 
rently have! Oh, what a load of fin did this accom- 
pliſhment (ſo called) heap upon my guilty head! 
Thou friend of ſinners, it was thy blood alone could 
waſh 1t away. 3 ny | 

Mr. Smyth intends to encloſe the poems to mifs 
-N „as you direct, and will only drop a few 
modeſt hints in his letter. As to the expreſſion he 
once made uſe of to her, he now thinks it was very 
ill judged; but words cannot be recalled. Oh, may 
we never give occaſion to the enemies of the Lord o 
ſpeak reproachfully! I am ſure, I ſee there is much 
need to add to our faith, knowledge; and have been, at 
times, much humbled, that, in many reſpe&ts, I have 
acted from a zeal without knowledge, ſo that I fear 1 
often became a ſtumbling- block to others. O Lord, 
lay not this ſin of ignorance to my charge! 
The poor blind woman you 3 
ſeems to be now paſling through the water- floods of 
ſpiritual deſertion and diſtreſs, of Which ſhe was fore- 
warned in a dream. She is ſtill without ſight; but, 
I believe, no murmuring thought or ach eſcapes 
from her. As to her temporal ſufferings, ſne ſays ſhe 
is quite content, but ſhe ſeems to ſink a good deal, for 
want of the Comforter, who was her wine to cheer 
her bread to ſtax. en bus o, 
You aſk my opinion of Mrs. 1 at Briſlington. 
I would rather peut in favour of, than againſt any 
one; but if I mention her, truth commands that I 
thould ſay, I think I never faw but one perſon, 
making a profeſſion of religion, ſo amazingly con- 
formed to the worle. 38 7 05 
Mr. C s has been ſo ill of late, that it was fear. 
ed he would never preach more. He has left a 
ſweet ſavour of Chrift in this place. May he be 
yet ſpared, if it be for the glory of his heavenhy 


Maſter 
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e e ee beat 


Farewell. 


G1 1 


Farewell. The bleſſing of the Lord be upon you, 
at your going out, and coming in ! Your tenderneſs 

to the children has left a laſting obligation on 
| Your truly alone Siſter. 


42 .çë Ä, 44471444“ 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Bath, March 4, 1780. 


Y much-loved ſiſter's letter of the 24th ult. 
1 yeſterday arrived; and as you make no men- 
tion of your bodily eſtate, I hope you continue on 
the mending hand. I know you expett to hear 
conſtantly about my health, otherwiſe I would not 
mention it, as I can give no account that will be 
pleaſing to you. For this month paſt, I have been 
labouring either under pain, or weakneſs; but, my 
dear ſiſter, be ſatisfied, for ſuch is the will of my 
heavenhy Father. I believe he will deliver me, at 
length, in the way and manner that is beſt, or elle 
let me drag about a frail body, that I may conti- 
nually live within the view of eternity. I feel it is 
good to be kept low: his loving correction and 
gentleneſs ſhall yet make me great. ka, 
Many poor fouls here have got themſelves miſe- 
rably fettered by being prejudiced againſt the clergy 
in Mr. Weſley s connexion. We how three who 
own their error, and have been brought into much 
diſtreſs. One poor woman, whom I. frequently 
attend, as ſhe is, at preſent, very unwel], requeſted 
me to get Mr. Weſley to come and pray for her; 
for ſhe feared the wicked-one had taken poſſeſſion 
of her, and the good Spirit had entirely departed. 
What a poor, wretched woman is the one you 
ſpeak of! May ſhe ſee the madneſs of her doings, 
ere yet it be too late! It grieves me that any one 
ihould ſo publickly crucify the Son of God _ 
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and put him to ſuch open ſhame, before the ſcoffers 
and mockers of this word. 

Mrs. E-——, I hear, has a great deal of gay 
company in her houſe, at preſent, who 57 to all 
the publick places of amuſement, ſo that, T ſuppoſe, 
all her time 1s engrofſed with them, as I have not 
ſeen her, ſince — return from London. How 
dangerous is it for any ſoul, defirous to flee from 
the wrath to come, voluntarily to aſſociate with 
thoſe, whoſe deſires and deſigns tend quite the con- 
trary way! 3 1 


* e 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 
. | | Bath, March oY 1780. 
My ever dear Siſter, | 7 
AM 1 find that you continue ſo 


well. Praiſe the Lord for this great benefit! 
for, I may ſay, he hath. mercy on me allo, by re- 


2 your complaints, leſt (as the Apoſtle fays) 1 


ſhoul 


have ſorrow upon ſorrow. The various cha 
in my health is amazing: at preſent, I am much 
better. Oh, may I tarry the Lord's leiſure for a 


cure, or, if he denies it, gladly bear my croſs! 


Your account of 8 A—— is pleaſing and 
ſatisfactory. I really think, from her aſking fo 
many queſtions, that the Lord is drawing her to 
ſeek for the good way. Oh, may ſhe find 1t to her 
joy, and everlaſting happineſs? : fo 

Dr. Mrs. I 


has my poor prayers, and hearty 


wiſhes that ſhe may find all good in her loving 


Saviour. | | Re 
As my kind brother's propoſal for the ground, 
on which he intended to build the chapel, is re- 
jected, I hope it is of God. Oh, may he guide us 
in 
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in all things, and direct us in the way wherein 
we ſhould go! i 
We have loſt qur uſeful labourer, and preacher, 
Doctor C——, who is returned to London. 1 
found his miniſtry more bleſt to my ſoul, than any 
other I ever ſat under; but God is not confined to 
men, or means. Oh, may I look to his heavenly 


teaching above all; for, it is that alone which 
makes us hear to profit. | 8 | 


* — 


I find much contentment in my preſent ſituation. 


1 have met mith ſome humble followers. of the 


Lamb, with whom I was not acquainted when. I 
firſt came here. Though they are poor, they are 


rich in faith. 


— 


G0OGOPHHUHODITOSSOO SO OPS 00809600 
To her Siſter-in-Law. | 

1 Bat, March 23, 1780. 

Ny ever dear Sitter. 


U 1 4 * \..& 


OR ſome time after the receipt of your laſt 

letter, which brought the account of poor Frank 
B——-'$ death, I found a great damp on my ſpi- 
rits. Oh, may the Lord have mercy on, and pro- 
vide for, the fatherleſs, and the widow! Your 


taking her into your houſe, at this time, was a 


truly Chriſtian att. I was thinking, yeſterday, that 


1& might be ſaid you had been in deaths oft, ſince 


I ſaw you; but I am glad the Lord flayeth his rough 


wind, in the day of his eaſt-wind; as a fit of illneſs, 
added to your other cares, would greatly increaſe 


them. Indeed, my dear ſiſter, he doth not lay 
trouble upon us for his pleaſure, but for our profit ; 
and, therefore, ſends us our daily croſs to bear, 
that we may not be left without chaſei/ement, which 
would be the greateſt curſe, 


As 


— — . — — om > —— 


(„ 


As to what you ſpeak reſpecting the chapel, I 
cannot ſay I feel any undue fohcitude. May the 


Lord point out our 'courſe! I am ſure he hath 


brought many things to paſs lately, which I never 
expected. 8 31 © e ee, | | 

I could not conveniently fee miſs L ſince 
my return from Briſtol, but one thing 1 lamented 
before J left town, that her ſet of acquaintances 
ſeemed of the moſt dangerous and hurtful kind, 
namely, very good kind of people (as the world 


calls them) though hey are not waſhed from their 
filthine/s, and whom ' ſhe thinks highly of, as they 


do not go to the fame exce/5 of 710t that ſome others 
do. Iam anxious that ſhe ſhould finiſh the reading 
of Hervey's Dialogues, as ſhe appears to have a 
covering, but not of God's Spirit. 47 998 
I lately ſaw a ſweet picture which was taken of 
Mr. Fletcher in his laſt illneſs. He ſeems © loſt 
in wonder, love, and praiſe,” having his hand on 
a ſkull, and thoſe words in a book lying beſide him, 
«* Thanks be to God who hath 2 us the victory, 
through Flas Chriſt, our Lord ! victory over death, 
hell, and tn.” 047 8 7 er © TON a 


To her Siſter-in:Law. 


Hannam, April 4, 1780. 


My ever dear Siſter, 5 17 1 
HAVE been in a Bethel indeed, ſince Thurſ- 
day evening, having come to ſpend ſome days 

with Mr. H —. But, truly, 1 am unworthy 
to be in the company of one, who ſeems to have 
ſo much of the mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus. 
The Lord grant I may make a ſuitable improvement 


of the bleſſed truths I have heard from his mouth. 
; D His 
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5 family. 


1 


His ſon, a Teung mn about twenty- three years old, 
is reckone 


the greateſt genius of the age, and with 
all human learning, is truly taught in the ſehool of 
Chriſt. # * * * K * I believe I ſhall not readily 
forget the kindneſs and cordiality of this ſweet 
It is ſuch as we never met with, ſince 


Ve came to England: but I. feel a jealouſy in my 


heart, leſt I ſhould cleave to thoſe friends and 


things which are ſo pleaſing to fleſſi and blood. 


Of late (bleſſed be God!) I have found my mind 


quite eaſed of that undue anxiety, and longing after 
the children, which I felt for ſome: time after my 


departure from them. Indeed, it was a ſore clog 
to my ſpirit; but I now ſeem to ſee all things as 


working together for our mutual good; and am 


aſſured that their ſituation is ſuch as I have reaſon 


to be very thankful for, knowing how undeſerving 


J am of ſuch benefits. 


* 


ſufferi 


Your account of Mrs. M—'s happy end 
was truly edifying, and ſhews powerfully the long- 
and tender mercy of our loving Saviour, 
who willeth all men to come to the knowledge of 


the truth, that they may be ſaved. © 

— 000600000000 000040 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 

| Bath, April 29, 1780. 

18 well. beloved Siſter, 1 


B65 ESS ED be God, I have the pleaſure; to 


* 


inform you that I am tolerably well in health, 
and ſpirits, and that we have been highly favoured, 


this week, with the preaching and converſe of Mr. 


Cs, who is really a moſt ſurpriſing young man. 
Mr. Smyth thinks he never heard ſuch a preacher 


in his life. Indeed, it is hard to reſiſt the 1 
| | an 


—— ——— —ä—— 


** 
a 


=. - 
and ſpirit wherewith he ſpeaks, both in public and 


private. Oh, may God make him a hleſſing to 
thouſands! He expreſſed; ſeveral times, how Happy 
he was in having met Mr. Smyth, whoſe character 
(he ſays) has been groſsly miſrepreſented to him; 
but that he now rejoices he will have it in his power 
to vindicate injured innocence. He alſo ſays that 
ſcandalous reports, ariſing from the late diſturbances 
here, have been ſpread into every corner of the 
kingdom. O my God, © forgive our enemies, per- 
ſecutors, and flanderers, and turn their hearts,” 
that they may hereafter feek not their own, but thy 
glory! He, likewiſe, informed us that many of 
the preachers endeavoured to weaken his hands 
alſo; but that,as: God had given him favour in the 
eyes of the people at London, they could not much 
retard his uſefulneſs. I am ſure, my dear ſiſter, 
vou would be delighted with him, if you knew 
him. He ſeems a moſt faithful miniſter, not deſi- 
rous of gaining the approbation of either party, 
but ſtudying to declare the counſel of God to both, 
He made a very judicious remark (I think) in re- 
gard to the doctrines taught in lady Huntingdon's, 
and Mr. Wefley's chapels. * In the former (he 
lays) they are ſo conſtantly fed with cordials, that 
they cannot reliſh the leaſt phyſic, however neceſ- 
lary ; and, in the latter, they are ſo purged with. 
phyſic, that they ſtand in need of cordials,” Now, 
he endeavours to ſuit his diſcourſes accordingly, ſo 
= that (as I have been informed) her lady{hip once 
laid,“ I cannot account for it why Mr, C=——s8 
!hould preach Arminianiſm in our chapels, and Cal- 
viniſm in Mr. Wefley's.” I hear he has had many 
offers with reſpett to a ſettlement, but he has kept 
himſelf hitherto diſengaged, and leaves himſelf to 
be led and taught of God, what to do, and where 
to go. He rejoices at the proſpef of ſeeing Ireland 
ſome time or other, as he thinks he would love the 
: people 
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people much, from the accounts he has heard of 
their love and hoſpitality. Mr. Smyth accompanied 
him, laſt week, to Trowbridge, where he ſaw. Mrs. 
T r, who appears a moſt ſhining Chriſtian. 
She kindly gave him a moſt preſſing invitation to 
bring me on a viſit to her. If the Lord, in his 
providence, brings it to paſs, I believe it may be a 
great bleſſing to me; for Mr. C——58's character 
of her is, that ſhe is clad with the garment FA aſe, 
and is of quick underſtanding in the fear of the Lord. 
REGUHPUUUUUOUUUPUUPUUNUNEOUECE0 1304 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 
| Bath, May 7, 1780. 
THE painful ſenſations yon feel at the thoughts 
| of entertaining one who 1s both a ſtranger to 
God and you, move my pity for you: but, my dear 
love, bear the croſs which you do not ſee a way to 
avoid, and it will bear you. I own you are in a 
diſagreeable ſituation, and it would be a fore trial 
to myſelf: but, remember, for your comfort, that 
bleſſed is the man that endureth temptation. The Lord, 
erhaps, will bring good out of this ſeeming evi] : 
therefore, in patience poſſeſs your ſoul, looking unto: 
Jeſus, who is our bleſſed exampler. | 


When paſſing thro' the wat'ry deep, 
I I aſk in faith the promis'd aid. 
The waves an awful diſtance keep, 

And ſhrink from my devoted head : 
Fearleſs, their violence I dare, + 51 


They cannot harm, for God 1s neax.” 


Yes—he will ſtand at the right hand of the poor, 
to ſave them from him that would contend -with 


1914 


them. Ob, we have great and precious promiſes 
to ſupport us, through the weariſome journey of 
life, till we reach the goal in our Father's kingdom. 


The pain of life ſhall. there be 0'er— 
The anguiſh, and diſtreſſing care. 


o bleſſed, bleſſed hope of immortality ! | 


2 * 


Your kind expreſſions of love to my children 
melted my heart into gratitude, and my eyes into 
tears. 2 | 1 Et 
I really entertain good hopes of miſs . 
Her acquaintances begin to grow unealy at her 
attachment to us, and ſome of her friends (ſo called) 
ſent her the Spiritual Quixot, which ſhe, told, me 
ſhe did not read, but is now going through Hervey's 
Dialogues. We dined with her rs reluctantly) 


laſt Saturday. She ſeemed ſo earneſt, to have more 


than an evening's converſation, that I could not 
well avoid it; but I believe it brought upon her the 
ſtrife of many tongues. Some perſon (ihe, ſays) 
has threatened to write to her mother, for. fear he 
, OT OY 

We have got another agreeable friend from Lon- 
don, one Mr. D——-, to whom Mrs. G 
recommended us. He finds (he 5 that the diſ- 


putes here have been greatly miſrepreſented in Lon- 


x 


don, and that he has wrote his wife word of it; 


lo we fee the Lord can wipe away the rebuke of ſus 
f-ople, by means moſt unexpected. Mr. Smyth did 
not even ſeek to clear his conduct to him, but he 
learned it from others. He has given us a kind 
invitation to ſpend ſome weeks with him at his 
country-houſe near London. 


L. 192 J 
To her Siſter-in- La 1 


„ e * 1 


Balli, May 20, 1780. 
My much-loved Siſter, V 
AST week, Mrs. T r wrote us a moſt 
4 ſweet cordial letter, in which ſhe informed: me 
ſhe would come in a chaife for me herſelf, as ſhe 
feared riding on horſeback might 'be too fatiguing. 
Accordingly, we'went with her to Trowbridge on 
Monday laſt, and ſpent the whole week there. 
Both the and her huſband behaved in a moſt kind, 
affectionate manner, as they do, indeed, to all their 
gueſts. She feems to have my aunt H 's zeal, 
joined with ſuch meekneſs as renders her an object 


of much eſteem, with all the SE, vow people of 


thoſe parts. We met with Mr. Briſtol and his wife 
there on Tueſday laſt. He has lately left the Me- 
thodiſts, and now preaches in connexion with Mr. 
Hill. When poor Mrs. 1 r heard he was 


coming, ſhe appeared diſtreſſed on our account; 
but, indeed, ſhe need not have been ungaſy, as I 
felt a perfect freedom when they came in, nay a 
love, 2 that I could have wiſhed to have ſhewn 
them every att of kindneſs, if it had been in my 
power. 1 | 


Ge h 5,89. 5. Jh S. ell Goff 2 & 200 Goo & 


F 


af Io her Siſter-in-Law. 


My ever dear Sifter, th 8 e 
DEL EW the ſtrength of the Lord, I ſeem 
5 to have reſigned my dear little Mary into his 
hands, ſeeing ſcarce any proſpe& of her life; and 
| 8 my 
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my ſout confeſſeth he doth well, in looſening thoſe 
irings, which (in ſome degree, perhaps) tied me down 
to earth. I likewiſe believe it a kind Providence 
Hat I have not been an eye-witneſs of her ſufferings, 
a3 I might have ſunk under the trial. Oh, the was 
near my heart! May the Lord more than ſupply the 
vacancy, and make me all his own! I received the 
account at a time when my foul was overwhelmed 
with ſpiritual heavineſs ; but it is meet and right that 
{ fhould ſuffer. Lord, accompliſh thy will in me, 
though my ſhrinking fleſh complain. 

I have got the book you mention, which treats of 
moculation, and could I ſee in a different manner 
from what I do now, I would gladly alter my old 
opinion, and ſubmit to your friendly deſire ; but; my 
dear ſiſter, I could not do it in faith, as believing it to 
be an acceptable work unto the Lord. Were I to 
allent, without being fully perſuaded of the lawfulneſs 
of it, and the dear child ſhould be carried off, I 
really fear my ſtate of mind would be very ſhocking, 
as I am already very liable to a condemning ſpirit, 
which, no doubt, the enemy of my foul would take 
7 advantage of, on ſuch an occaſion; therefore, 

cannot conſent. I think that doctor Buchan has 


very feelingly deſcribed the miſeries attending the 


diſorder, When taken at an improper time; but I 
ſeem convinced that the iſſues of life and death are 
in the hand of the Lord, and that he can over rule 
all things for our good. O my God, increaſe my 
faith, that all events which befall thy people are or- 
dered by thy direction and good providence. I 
think it is my earneſt deſire to be guided into all 
truth, and as I know I am moſt frail and ignorant, 
let me have your prayers, that in this, and every 
other thing, I may be taught of God. 

The poor blind woman I formerly mentioned 1s 


now truly under the croſs, as her huſband, the ſup- 


port of her little family, is now approaching the gates 
0 


[ avs } 


of death. When I conſider the various ſcenes of 
diſtreſs around me, it makes my trials appear light ! 
That you and my dear brother may be preſerved from 
every ill, by ſovereign grace, is the prayer of Mr. 
Smyth, and F : 

Your truly unworthy, but moſt affectionate Siler, 


SEES SSSI ISIS $$$ 4H $$ $44 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Deptford, June 28, 1780, 
My deareſt Siſter, 9» 


AM, once more, brought from the borders of the 
1 grave, to be a ſojourner, for ſome time longer, 
in this vale of tears. What my feelings were in my 
laſt extremity, I ſhall not pretend to deſcribe: ſut- 
hce it to ſay, I found I was damned, had not Chriſt 
died for the vileſt of finners. Indeed, I could not 
read my title clear to that immortal bliſs provided 
for thoſe who truly Jove and ſerve God; yet hope, 
the anchor of the ſou], ſupported me from ſinking in 
the billows, which ſurrounded my otherwiſe-defence- 
leſs head. | 

I am treated with the greateſt tenderneſs where I 
now reſide, both Mr. and Mrs. D —- being kind- 
ly- attentive to my health, which begins to recruit. 
I find from your letter of 16th inſt. that you, hkewile, 
have been under the rod. Oh, my dear lifter, let us 
encourage ourlelves in the Lord, ſaying with ſome 
good old man whom I have read of, © Hold out faith 
and patience, for thy work will be ſoon over.” O 
bleſſed hope beyond the grave! There we ſhall ſee 
our God, and never, never fin. O my God, make 
both me, and the ſiſter of my love, meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light! © 
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I truſt the Lord will make your way plain before 


vou, and point out the moſt effectual means and 
place to reſtore your dear body to ſuch a meaſure of 
health, as ſhall be for your good, and his glory. In- 
deed, a weak frame, I know, is a great trial; yet I 
dare not chooſe eaſe either for you or myſelf, but as it 
ſcemeth beſt to our heavenly Father, who chaſtens 
us, that we may be partakers of his holineſs. | 
We are highly favoured with the miniſtry of doc- 
tor Conyers, who'1s the rector of this pariſh. He 
ſeems, indeed, to preach the truth, in the love there- 


of; ſo that, coming from the heart, it goeth to the 


heart. 

I find, from my father's laſt letter, that little Mary 
begins to regain ſtrength. It ſeems ſtrange for ſuch 
2 worm as I to attempt a vindication of my conduct, 
in any reſpett ; yet, ſuffer me to rectiſy a miſtake 
ou feem to he under. It appears, from your two 
aſt letters, that you think my defire for the child's 
fe ſo ſtrong, as to prompt me to pray for the con- 
tinuance of it. Far, very far, indeed, was ſuch a 
tought from my heart. Nay, I found, from the 
firſt, a perfect reſignation to the will-of my God, 
who, I thought, was thus beginning to looſen me 
from earth. I felt, it is true, for her bodily ſufferings, 
even unto tears; but could I have formed ſuch a 
prayer, I know not how I could ever enjoy peace, as 
I \nould much fear her life was given rather as a curſe, 
than ableſſing, through my miſtaken fondneſs. Indeed, 
it is the prayer of my very foul, that the Lord would 
take, or leave. my children, as he ſees beſt; and or- 
der all things concerning -them in ſuch a manner, 
as ſhould finally terminate in their future everlaſting 


happineſs. This is what I wiſh for—what I long 


for —that their ſouls may be ſaved. 

What you deſire, with regard to the inoculation of 
children, I ſhall endeavour to lay before the Lord, 
beſeeching him to lead me in the right way; for, I am 
weak, indeed. | 

4 I 2 | The 


1 


The ſigns of the times are truly alarming, both in 
church, and ſtate. How many lights in the former 
ſeem to be put out ! I have heard of the fall of ſome, 
who once ſeemed to be anointed above their fellows 
et, alas! appear, at preſent, even as reprobate filuer 
which te Lord hath rejected. I ſhall not pain you 
with the recital of thoſe ditmal tales, which have 
ſometimes wounded my heart. Oh, may we be 
found watching, keeping our garments about us, in 
this evil day ! The mobs, at laſt, are quelled, and all 
ſeems peaceable now in London. Long may it con- 
tinue ſo, if it be not the will of God that the wicked 
ſhould be a {word of his to chaſtiſe a guilty land, a 
people laden with iniquity, that they may turn, re- 
pent, and put away their abominations out of his 
light. | 
43 kind attention with reſpe&t to the chapel 1 
hope the Lord will reward ſeven- fold into your own 
boſom, by filling you with peace and joy in behey- 
ing. Indeed, they ſhall proſper that love Jerutalem, 
The Lord wall; in no wile forget your work of faith, 
and labour of love. Glory be to God, I feel no 1n- 
ordinate anxiety about it; though it would be truiy 
pleaſing to me that Mr. Smyth had any calling 11 
lite, wherein he could glorify his Lord and Maſter, 

without troubleſome ſcruples, which tous to weaken 
1 in God. 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Deptford, July 12, 1780. 
My very dear Siſter, 


I CANNOT withſtand your kind e and 
1 thoſe of my other dear friends, particularly my 
dear father, to whom 1 would gladly ſhew all obe- 


dience, as I know it is meet and right ſo to do. But 
oh, 
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ch, my ſiſter, what a painful ſelf-denial is it to the 


fleſh, to quit thoughts of ſeeing you all, at the time 
expected! Indeed, I think it is the greateſt diſap- 
pointment I ever met with; but the Lord is good 
in thus breaking my will. Oh, may it become ſub- 
miſhve to his yoke ! Bath, on ſome accounts, is now 
rendered diſagreeable both to Mr. Smyth and me, 
as ſome of the people in the ſociety, are really a re- 
proach to the Methodiſts, * * * 1 # * # It is 
painful to me thus to tell the faults of any one; but 
I only mention them to ſhew you how trying my 
ſituation muſt be in Bath, where there are theſe, and 
ſo many other abuſes. But, why ſhould we com- 
plain, 1f it be the Lord's will concerning us? Be- 
ſides, we ſhould conſider that there are ſome with 
whom we can take ſweet counſel. Indeed, dear 
Mrs. P r ſhewed us great love, and numbers 
of the poor teſtified much affection, at our parting 
from them. | V! 


E EOS COOSSSSO SSD 
To her Siſter-in-Law. | 
Deptford, July 14, 1780. 


2 I wrote ſo lately to my ever dear 
ſiſter, yet I think it neceſſary to reaſſume my 
pen, as I had not time to anſwer your queries con- 
cerning thoſe miniſters who, I hinted, had fallen from 
their ſtedfaſtneſs. Poor Mr. M is a notable 
inſtance of this. His late publication, in defence 
and recommendation of polygamy, has ſuch a ſhock- 
ing tendency, that though I was informed of his in- 
tention long before the work came out of the preſs, 
I forbore mentioning it to you, being unwilling to be 
the meſſenger of bad news, and Heewile thinking 


13 | on 


En. 
on that ſcripture, love covereth allllings. But it can 
be no longer concealed, as his vile book has, at 
length, reached the eyes of this wicked and adulterous 
generation, whoſe corrupt taſte, it is to be feared, it 
will too well ſuit. Indeed, it appears to me as if the 
tather of hes, that cunning ſerpent, had a particular 
hand in having this book publiſhed, in this nation, 
waiole crying fin ſeems that of adultery, In this re- 
ipect, they outdo the wicked deeds of the Iriſh, how. 
ever more finful in other matters. O my God, lay 
not this fin to his charge, but give him grace to re- 
cover himſelf out of the ſnare of the devil, for, his 
work it certainly is (however transformed into the 
appearance of an angel of light) ſince it encourages 
the worlt of crunes, namely, perjury, incontinency, 
&c. and would produce ſuch confuſion in families, 
as could never be pleaſing in the ſight of that God 
who is the author of peace. Daniel's words are often 
brought to my remembrance, Some of them of unden. 

ſtanding ſhall fall to try them. Truly, great men are 
not always wife. Oh, may we be among the number 
of Chriſt's little-ones, who are nat carried away with 
the error of the wicked, now that the myſtery of ini- 
quity doth already work ! What a mercy, that our 
faith does not ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in the 
power of God! Oh, may we more and more deſire 
to be taught of him! then ſhall we be led by his Spirit, 
into all truth, and overcome through the blood of 
the Lamb! _ | $0 4 
Truly, my dear ſiſter, publick affairs ſeem to be 
brought to a trying criſis. It looks as if the Lord had 
a controverſy with this ſinful land. Oh, may he in 
judgment remember mercy, that we be not utterly 
conſumed ! . 
Glory be to God, I am much better than when! 
laſt wrote, . What various changes do I experience, 
both in body and ſoul ! Oh, what a bleſſed reſt is that, 


where there ſhall be no more pain and ſorrow ! My. 
| God, 


{ we | 


God, make me, at length, a partaker of it, through 
the riches of thy free redeeming love, and,unmerit- 
ed mercy |! . | | TINS be 
Our friends Mr. and Mrs. D — are well, and 
continue kind to us. They are rather too much in 
the faſhionable ſtile, but I am ſure. I have reaſon to 
be ſatisfied in, and thankful for my preſent ſitua- 
nion. 5 1 1 2 


20043$0090000+0000059009000009000000 
To her Siſter-in-La w. 
Newington, July 26, 15 80. 


My ever dear Siſter, — 
OUR ss of the 2 came duly to hand, which 
brought the pleaſing account of the favourable 
change in your health. God grant (if it be his bleſſed 
will) that your intended jaunt to this kingdom may 
perfect your recovery Truly, I believe, if I live to 
ſee you, it will be a cordial to my drooping ſpirits. 
I am ſure you are juſtly near and dear to my heart, 
as is, alfo, my fatherly brother Oh, may the Lord 
direct you in all your ways, to the attainment of 
happineſs here, and hereafter! l! THT 
Of the uncertainty of all things here below I have 
repeated ptoofs in my own ſtate of health. The 
next day after Mr. Smyth wrote laſt, I was taken 
very ill, and chaſtened with ſtrong pain upon my bed; 
lo that I knew not but it might be the arreſt of death. 
The violence of my complaint is much abated, 
though I ftill continue very unwell. * * * * 1 
ſometimes think my diſorder ſeems particularly ap- 
pointed by God to break my ſtiff neck, and inure 
me to diſappointments, as I have been frequently 
(c1zed ill, at the time I appeared to be recovering my 
tormer ſtrength, Oh that his gracious correction 
e may 
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may not be loſt on me! Your thoughts on this ſub. 


ject are very ſweet, and true; yet, my dear ſiſter, 


though I feel myſelf quite as uſeleſs lumber, and am 
made little and low in the fight of all men, yet I can- 
not deſire or chooſe to come out of this -ſtate. It 


| ſeems little matter to me, ſo that the will of God be 


accompliſhed, whether I do or ſuffer it. I can bring 
no profit to him; and had I now-my health, how 
lowly would I run the way of his commandments, if 
he did not ſet my heart and feet at liberty]! My com- 
torts in religion, it is true, da not abound, as in for- 
mer times; yet, to the praiſe of free grace, I mult ſay, 
I think I feel an union with my Saviour God, which 
neither life nor death can part, though I be nothing. 


STSOSHISSSHISPIGHHGISSSSGSISSHISSOS 
To her Siſter-in-Law,. 

Briftel, Auguſt, 1 — 

My very dear Siſter, * a eee 


1 HAVE great —— that the eruption which 
has lately appeared will be of infinite ſervice to 
you. You are, truly, a tried ſtone; but, at length, 
I truſt, you will be ſquared and poliſhed, fit for the 
heavenly building. It is quite requiſite to uſe ſome 
means for your recovery: I am, therefore, glad that 
you intend to come to Buxton. May God be with 
you, when you, launch into the deep, and bring you 


ſafe to' ſhore, ſo that when the proper time arrives 


that I am permitted to ſee you in the fleſh, I may 
rejoice to find you ſtrengthened, both in the outward 
and the inner man, Oh, my dear ſiſter, hold faſt the 
beginning of your confidence, which hath great re- 
compence of reward. That God who hath begun a 


good work in you, will perfect it until the day a 
4 the 
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the Lord Jeſus.: therefore, fear not, nor be diſmayed. 
I like thoſe lines of Mr. Welley, TS 


% Away, my unbelieving fear! 

Fear ſhall in me no more have place— 
My Saviour doth not yet appear— 

He hides the brightneſs of his face : 
But ſhall I, therefore, give him up, 

And baſely to the tempter yield ? 
No in the ſtrength of Jeſus, no— 

1 never will give up my ſhield.“ 


Dear Mrs. D -'s expreſſion concerning me 
covers me with ſhame. O God, be merciful unfo 
me, a ſinner | p 

Our friends here treat us very kindly. I am ſure 
their unworthy debtor I am ; for, my company muſt 
be far from pleaſing, as I am, generally, in fuch 


heavineſs, that it is painful to me to open my 


mouth. 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. 
Briſtol, September 5, 1780. 
My ever dear Friend and Siſter, 1 


OUR laſt letter threw a damp on my ſpirits, 
when I found that the time appointed for ſee- 
ing you was protracted for ſome months longer. 
_— I confeſs your eye over the children has been 
an unſpeakable comfort to me, yet, indeed, I am not 


ſo ſelfiſh or ungrateful, as to with your attention to 


them, at the expence of your valued health, which, 


I think, much needs an immediate change of ſitua- 


tion. May my dear brother and you jointly agree 
| I 5 | in 


[; eos: |} 


In purſuing whatever plan may. turn to your advan- 
tage ! | 
s/f ſpent one day, laſt week, at mil eee $ 
ſchool, where mils Ay *- p has been aſſiſtant for 
ſome time. The latter has been, lately, in the jaws 
of death; and, indeed, it appears to me that her ſlay 
on earth. will be but ſhort. Truly, by all accounts 
ſhe hath ſerved God in her generation, abiding in her 
calling, and doing all heartily as unto him: and ſhe 
now ſeems to be kept in perfect peace, and fo be 
ripening for her Father's kingdom. I am ſure the 
children will have an unſpeakable loſs in the want of 
ſuch a tender friend, for ſhe ſtudied to prove herſelf 
ſo to thoſe committed to her care. She told me, 
that, for a while before her illneſs, ſhe had a eon 
viction that ſome hour of trial was at hand, from 
thoſe words continually running in her mind, And 
Moſes feared, as he entered into the cloud; but 1 believe 
the Lord was with her throughout the dark hour of 
painful illneſs. 

Yeſterday morning we breakfaſted with lady 
NI F——. She appears to be a moſt ſweet; 

ainiable woman, and has promiſed to call on us in 
Bath. She ſays, ſhe blefles God that ſhe ever met 
with Mr. Fletcher's works, for when ſhe would find 
deſires after holineſs, ſhe was told by ſome {he muſt 
not expect to be perfect, till the left the body. 

Mrs. R „the friend we are now with, is a 
kind: hoſpitable Welch-woman, and therefore near 
a-kin to the Iriſh, which I do not diſlike ; but ſhe is 
not ſo deeply lerious as ſome others. 

Mrs. D , at preſent, 1s, truly, a Fee of. 
affliction ; but I rejoice that the angel of the cove- 
nant preſerves her ſoul in peace. No doubt, in all 
her afflictions, the tender-hearted, loving Jeſus is 
afflicted, and will lay no more ſorrow on her loins, 


than will work together for her eternal profit. 
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1 
May God bleſs you, and be your everlaſting por- 
tion, repeatedly prays | 7 
Vour moſt unworthy debtor, but 
truly affectionate Siſter. 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. | 
My well-beloved, and ever dear Siſter, 
" CANNOT deſcribe to you how very ſenſibly I 
was affected on the receipt of a letter from my 


very dear father, laſt night, wherein he informs 


me he is no longer agent for lord H -. My 
diſtreſs entirely aroſe from a ſenſe of what he muſt 
have ſuffered in his mind, on this occaſion; but I 
was checked from giving way to immoderate grief, 


by the reflection that God foreſaw, it, was the hke- 
lieſt, and only method to prevent his eternal ruin; 


for, indeed, I often thought, in the ſituation of life 
he was formerly in, there was ſcarce a poſhbility 
of the ſalvation of his ſoul: but I have now a ſweet 
and ſtrong hope that he will become one of the 
Lord's redeemed and ranſomed people. I verih 
think he has often had real convictions for fin, 
but the fear of man (that great bane to the ſoul) 
has hitherto, I believe, too much ſtifled them, tos 
gether with the many other entanglements he is now 
happily freed from, though he be changed to a low 
eſtate, He has always been a Kind, a tender, and 
indulgent father to me; and, I truſt; I ſhall be ena- 
bled to ſhew him how ſenſible J am of it, by my 
dutifulneſs to him in future, if the Lord ever 
affords me opportunity. As the Bath-waters are 
eſteemed, remarkably efficacious for gouty conſtitus 


tions, I have adviſed him to fpend the winter here; 


and J hope I may. ſay it will. be both Mr. Smyth's 
5 I 6 ſtudy 
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ſtudy and mine to do every * that we think 
can contribute to his comfort and happinels. | 
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To her Siſter-in-Law. - 


Ball, September 1780, 
RULY, my dear ſiſter, God is loving unto 


Ifrael, even'unto me, all-unworthy as I am 
of the leaſt of all his benefits. Before we came 
here, it was my prayer that the Lord would point 
out our way, and, indeed, he has graciouſly anſwered 
me, fo. that I may ſay, in a meaſure, - 


* Thro' all my ways his hand 1 0wn— 
His ruling Providence I ſee: 


For, as Mr. Smyth was looking out for lodgings, ; 
he met with Mr. B———, who has let him a 
dining- room and bed- chamber in the Croſs Bath, 
upon the eaſieſt terms. 

I bleſs God, likewiſe, that my mind has been 
kept in ſweet reſignation. to his will, reſpetting the 
late alteration in my dear father's circumſtances, 
hoping and believing that it is all in mercy, in 
order to draw his heart from things below, and make 
bim ſeek thoſe joys which are at God's right hand 
for evermore. : 

Mr. —'s late conduct has brought him very 
low in the eyes of many who once almoſt idolized 
him; yet I am not without hope that even this 
may turn out well. O my dear ſiſter, what a dan- 
gerous ſituation is it, to be eſteemed, even by the 
religious world, ſomething uncommonly great and 

ood! How does it tend to feed the remains. of 
F-1f-love, which often cleaves cloſe to thoſe, who, 
In 


nk 


L 20g J 


in many other reſpeds, have been brought to ſee 
the ſinfulne/5 of fin! O my God, keep us | . 


« Little, and mean in our own eyes 
Only in thy wiſdom wile.” 


The poor people here are really to be pitied, as 
they have met with very great diſcouragements of 
late. Oh that they may cleave the cloſer to Jeſus, 


And not rely on feeble men, 
But on his arm only lean.“ 


b E E. . EE BREED PESO 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 

| Bath, OA. 2, 1780. 

I FRU LVM rejoiced to find, from my deareſt 


ſiſter's laſt. acceptable packet, that you begin to 


reap benefit from your preſent retirement in your 
country lodging. Oh, may it prove a Betheſda 


both to your body and ſpirit! I am not ſurpriſed 


that your family affairs (when at home) are a bur- 
den to your mind. Indeed, were I in your ſitua- 
tion, I fear I ſhould fink under the weight, without 


very great power from on high; but, no doubt, 


around you and beneath are ſpread the everlaſting 
arms, ſupporting your feebleneſs of mind; fo that 
you can ſay, * though caſt down, yet not deſtroyed— 
though perplexed, yet not in deſpair.—ſince, in the Lord, 
have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength.” 8 
It gives me pleaſure to hear that dear Mrs. Blach- 
ford is ſo attentive to the boys. I truſt, hereafter, 
I ſhall be kept from diſquietude concerning them, 
and the little girls. I am ſure, the paſt benefits 
which the Lord hath conferred upon them, ſhould 
raiſe confidence in me towards him for future pre- 
| | | ſervation, 
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fervation, and protection. May he ſend down his 
choiceſt bleſſings on the heads of thoſe whe have 
kindly miniſtered to their neceſſities?s | 
Truly, your account of W 4 's wife is 
marvellous. | Oh that her light may never again 
wax dim, through ſin, or unbelief! You atted a 
truly Chriſtian part in fending — to be the 
meſſenger of peace. But why does my dear ſiſter 
rank herſelf in ſuch a elaſs as * the ſmall-beer Me- 


thodiſts ?” I truſt and think I abhor lying lips, and 


a deceitful tongue, and would, therefore, be ſorry 

to make uſe of flattering words to you, or any one 
elſe; but, in ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, I mult 
affirm, that I think you are far from that character. 
No, my dear ſiſter, the Lord has already done great 
things for you, whereof you have cauſe to rejoice; 
and he hath yet greater things to beſtow, if you give 
yourſelf up to be taught and guided by that unerring 
Spirit, which leadeth into all truth. 6 

My love attends dear Mrs. Dolier. I truſt! her 
faith will not fail in this day of adverſity; as ſhe has 
hitherto been brought out of many fiery trials. 
Indeed, I can pity any one under nervous diſorders, 
being fo much troubled with them myſelf ; but it is 
juſt that I ſhould receive correction. Oh that the 
Lord may ſtrike my back and my neek; until my 
perverſeneſs becomes conformable to his will! In- 
deed, I have ſtill a rebellious heart, which cauſes 
me to mourn in ſecret, becauſe of my repeated 
backllidings from the paths of righteouſneſs, which 
yet I long to tread. Oh that I may, at length, be 
a conqueror, through the great Captain of my ſalva- 
tion! He alone is able to deliver rite from the 
hands of the enemy, who is not yet ſo entirely 
bruiſed under my feet, as to make him quit his 

Meta”: Y 13 fs RTP S 
Through merey, though my complaints have been 


frequent, of late, they were not ſo violent as to 


occaſion 
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his occaſion much trouble to thoſe I was with. 'Indeed; 
We ] am, naturally, very much averſe to giving _ 
| trouble to any one, particularly to ſtrangers ; fo 
is that, for ſome time, it was very painful to me to 
ain be taken ill abroad: but J have been brought to 
1 a ſee it is my bounden duty to be reſigned in this 
the reſpect, as well as any other, to the will of God. 
ter I could not be unmoved on finding from my dear 
le- father's laſt letter, that my poor old aunt is no more; 
and though I expected to hear of her change, for ſome 
rry time paſt. Oh, how ſhortly muſt we be all ſepa- 
one rated from each other! May we be found of God 
uit in peace, at the faſt! | - 
ter. Lady M F—— mtends to take us to Trow- 
eat bridge to-morrow, in the carriage with herſelf. I 
ce; am ſure it is very kind of her. There is ſomething 
1ve truly engaging about her, and her purſe 1s' always 
ing open to relieve the neceſhties of the port. 
her TIP EP SPEC EEO IP EH IEEE I SHISS 
has 5 e nie 
als, To her Siſter-in-La c , ,* 
ers, 3 „ 
t is Bal, Ott. 16, 1780. 
the I 121 68 
my My much-endeared Siſter, 
In- A you have always acted the part of a mother 
Iſes to me, I was the leſs ſurpriſed to find you 
ted have brought my darling little Jane into your own 
lich houſe, which I know muſt expoſe you to much 
be anxiety. and trouble. Such difintereſted frienflſhip 
vas is rarely met with in this diſordered world. You 
the have the bleſſednefs of giving, I only of receivin 
rely your benefits; but, thanks be to God that he ha 
his raiſed up ſuch a friend, in time of need. I found 
mylſelf agitated on hearing that ſhe was in the 
een imall-pox ; but, at the fame time, I was ſtruck with 
ts. wonder and amazement at the ——— 
10n | | Q 


00-3 - 
of my God. Oh, may I truſt him, at all times! 
for, truly, there is no lack to them that fear him. 
My dear child is in the hands of him who gave 
her being, and I have a ſweet confidence that he 
will ſpare her life, if it be for her and my good, 
and his glory. I know I need not remind you to 
write regularly at this juncture. | 
I find my poor father's ſituation a moſt trying one. 
1 bleſs God that I learned the particulars of it by de- 
5 grees, as it might have been too much for my weak- 
neſs, had I been informed of it all at once. I hope 
ö his friends will rather be inclined to pity than de- 
; ſpiſe him, as, I imagine, the emoluments of his em- 
BH rx were much leſs than moſt people appre- 
ended, and he was involved in many expences by 
others, which he could not well avoid. I am ſure, 
| he muſt feel a great deal, on many accounts; yet if 
= he chooſes the Candles his God, I doubt not but 
1 | he will find thoſe things which are needful and con- 
| venient for the Chriſtian life. | 
I might have ſpent my time very agreeably, while 
In the country, laſt week, but my heavenly Father 
was pleaſed to embitter it by a continued illneſs. 
The violence of it ſeems now over. Thanks be to 
God who doth not correct without meaſure. 
The good Lord bleſs you, my brother, and little- 
ones, and give you the light of life, and peace, here 
and evermore! i 


Il [In ſome following letters ſhe thus writes. ] | 
I have not heard from my ever dear ſiſter at the 
time expetted, but I muſt check my too fond im- 
patience to hear of my dear Jane's welfare, as 1 
know all will be well, ſince ſhe is under the care of 
that God, to whom 1 have dedicated my children 
long ſince. 9 1 
| | O my 


{ nog: 1 
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O my dear Siſter, what ſhall I render to the Lord, 
for all his gifts to me! I will offer up the ſacrifice 
of thankſgiving for the life of my child, who is juſtly 
endeared to me, from the aceount you ſent of her 
temper and behaviour. Surely, it was in rich mer- 
cy that ſhe was ſeparated from me, who am ſo unable 
to take proper care of her. As I praiſe the Lord for 

all that 1s paſt, may I truſt him for all that is to come. 
Sometimes, I am loſt in filent aſtoniſhment, and can 
only lay my hand upon my mouth, inwardly con- 
felling he doth all things well. I cannot praiſe him as 
I would, but he knows, and pities my weakneſs. 

It adds to my comfort, to find that you, my much 
beloved ſiſter, are ſo well as to venture out to night- 
preaching. Oh, ma 2 lack no manner of thing 
that is good for you t, tribulation, more or leſs, 
we ſhall and muſt endure; yet my God, and thy 
God, will walk with us through the fire, ſo that the 
flame ſhall not kindle upon us, nor a hair of our 
heads be ſinged. Oh, let us be ſtrong, and ef good 
courage ! for, greater is he that is for us, than all 
that are againſt us, i 


4% %%% 


Faith lies at anchor, aſſured of the accompliſh- 


ment of that promiſe, all things ſhall work together 


for good, notwithſtanding all theſe dr and 
e. 


diſappointments, in our journey through | It 
has been my prayer to the God gf all grace and 
knowledge that he would further your coming here, 
if it was for the advancement of his honour, and your 
ſoul's proſperity ; and, perhaps, he is now fulfilling 
my deſire, in a way I looked not for. I am glad you 
find ſuch perfect reſignation, on this occaſion; as, to. 
be ſure, it is very trying to have a diſordered * 
an 
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and be debarred from what appears the likelieſt means 
of reſtoring it to ſoundneſs ; but we are ſhort- ſighted 
mortals. Our God is not confined to time, or place, 
to effect a cure, if he ſees fit; therefore, I A you 
will ever find power to:caſt all your care upon him, 
who can do for us more than we deſire or deſerve. 


e STE 


To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Bath, Nov. 29, 1780. 


= - My dear, afflicted Siſter, f 
| 1 AM grieved with your grief -pained with your 
pain; but am glad to find at the ſame time, that 
; the eternal God 1s your refuge, ſo that your mind 
reſts in quiet ſubmiſſion to his righteous will. In- 
deed, I think it probable that the waters here would 
be of great uſe to you. May the Lord guide your 
ſteps aright, and make a way for your * if it be 
beſt that you ſhould leave your native lanc. 
It was joyful news to me that poor John is begin- 
ning to reform. Oh, may God arreſt the fugitive, 
and ſeize him for his own ! It gave me, alſo, plea- 
ſure to hear that my dear father had even thoughts 
| of going to Biſhop-ſtreet. Though there are tew, 
i if any, miniſters in Dublin, who have equal abilities 
1 with Mr. Latrobe, perhaps, the word of reconcilia- 
| tion might come to his heart by a meaner inſtrument, 
l if he can be perſuaded to hear. I prevailed on Mr. 
| and Mrs. Ito go to our chapel, on Wedneſ- 
day laſt; but, alas! the word did not ſeem to be e 
favour of life unto life: J am not, however, diſcou- 
raged, remembering how you bore with me, and had 
patience, and, for my ſake, laboured, and fainted not, 


even when I was molt rebellious, 
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I beg my duty to my father, and love to my ſiſter, 
Oh, may ſhe be brought in time to flee the vain ſha- 
dows of this world! but till the power of God comes 
upon her, that Which is born of the fleſh will be 
fleſhly. 

I long for a letter from you, 2s I think you will 
either give me hopes of ſeeing you ſoen, or elſe ſa- 
tisfy me by ſaying your complaints are abated. The 
Lord has made me quite willing that my children 
ſhould now be deprived of your motherly care and 
attention. I think it a great inſtance of his good- 
nels, that my dear little Jane paſt through ſuch an 
alarming diſorder as the ſmall-pox, before your de- 
parture, and now I believe from my heart he will 
continue to watch over * and the other children, 
for N 


L has come o hear Mr. Smyth ſeveral 


times, and his wife twice. Who knows but the day 


of their ſalvation draweth nigh ! 
My dear brother, as ever, is near my be. 


ye both dwell together in love, as fellow-heirs of the 


lame heavenly inheritance, and meet in a better 
world, 


Your unworthy, though very affectionate Siſter, 
eee 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Bail. Dec. 16, se 


My deareſt Sifter, 


Y heart moſt tenderly feels a part in what you 

have ſuffered, of late. You are, indeed, a 

child of affliction; but, my dear ſiſter, it is good to be 

under diſcipline. Our hearts, too prone to wander 

rom the ſource of real joy, needia thouſand ſtripes to 

recall us to, and keep | us in, the narrow path of _ 
denia 
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: denial. I think Eſdras makes uſe of thoſe words, 
L He mortifieth, and quickeneth his creature.“ In- 
4 deed, without a perfect death, we cannot live an 
endleſs life. Oh, may you and I keep back no part 
8 our hearts from him who is worthy to poſſeſs the 
whole. | | i 
We ſpent a few days in Briſtol, fince I laſt wrote. 
| Our friends there improve greatly upon acquaint- 
4 ance. Dear Mr. and Mrs. C n treated us with 
the greateſt good-nature. I ſhould have paſſed my 
time very pleaſantly with them ; but- other kind. 
friends kept us much engaged in viſiting them, which 
I find rather unprofitable : yet as they ſeem to ex- 
q pe it, I am comforted by the Apoſtle's words, Give 
| no once, ether to Few, or Gentile, or to the church of 
0 Cod. Oh, may I learn to pleaſe all men, for thar 
good unto edification, not ſeeking my own will or 
pleaſure, | ; 74 e 14 N ] 
b To her Siſter-in-Law. 


Briſtol, Dec. 26, 1780, 


{ My ever dear and beloved Siſter, = 
i LESSED be the Lord God of Iſrael who 
ö hath viſited you, and me, with his great good- 
i eſs in raiſing you up again, to praiſe him in the 
and of the living! Indeed, the laſt packet I received 
from Ireland was full of mercies, bringing an ac- 
count, alſo, of poor Bell's ſafe delivery, which really 
rejoiced me. Oh, may the preſent change in her 
outward ſituation be abundantly fanftified to her, that 
ſhe may take the Lord for her portion! and then the 
will have a goodly heritage. I had, likewiſe, a letter 
| from my poor dear father. He writes in-good ſpirits, 
and fays, he is perfectly well, at which I cannot but 
| marvel]: 
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marvel : but, the right hand of the Lord hath the pre- 
eminence, and, therefore, bringeth mighty things to 
paſs, O my dear lifter, how can I thank you, and my 
ever endeared brother, for your kindneſs towards him! 
He ſays ye behave more like parents to him than 
any thing elſe. Oh, may the bleſſing of the Lord be 
upon you, both in life, and death, and throughout 
eternity! As I know you delight in works of mercy, 
both to the ſouls and bodies of men, I am embold- 


ened to requeſt you will preſent my brother Frank 


with ſome little ſtriking book (as I hear he is to em- 
bark at Dublin for the Weſt-Indies) which, perhaps, 
at ſome remote period of time, may be bleſt to the 

ood of his foul. I feel moſt tenderly on account 
of his ſeparation from friends and country. Indeed, 
he has my poor prayers. O my God, remember him 
in mercy | ELSE ; 
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To her Siſter-in- Law. $f 


— 


Bath, January 7, 1781. 


My dear ſuffering Sifter, 1 
1 OUGH Iſo lately wrote to you, I muſt eaſe 


my full heart, by ſending you a'few lines, as m 
ſpirit has tenderly felt your pains and ſorrows. . 
my dear fiſter, be not caſt down, neither condemn 
yourſelf for thinking and ſpeaking of your _— 
infirmities. The fleſh muſt be ſenſible of pain, thoug 
the ſpirit be wholly reſigned to God, and willing to 
bear whatever preſſure he ſhall ſee fit to lay upon it. 
No man ever yet hated his own fleſh; and our dear, 
compaſſionate High-prieſt, in the days of his fleſh, 
was not unmindful of the temporal neceſſities of his 
creatures, but healed our fickneſſes, and carried our 
ſorrows. Oh, let not the accuſer of the brethren rob 
you 
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you of your ſhield ; for though lame, you ſhall take 
the prey, through the ſtrength of the Almighty, and 
overcome thoſe whoſe captive you once were, 1 
muſt own I have taken your ſickneſs more to heart, 
fince your Jait letter, than ever I did before. O my 
ſiſter, my truly-dear, and much-beloved ſiſter, if the 
Lord fee fit we ſhould never meet again in the body, 
accept the unfeigned thanks of a heart truly ſenſible 
of the many, very many, kind offices of love and la- 
bour you have been engaged in for an undeſerving 
worm. Your love has been above that of women; 
but to God be the praiſe, who beſtoweth ſuch gifts 
unto men, cauſing his people to ſhine in his own love- 
ly likeneſs, who doth good to the unworthy, and the 

Aer without price, or reward. e 
In ſome time, I hope to furnith you with the par- 
ticulars relating to Mr. Henderſon's mad-houſe at 
Hannam. At preſent I can only ſay, that, to my 
knowledge, he treats his patients with Chriſtian ten: 
derneſs and compaſſion, which conduct, I think, truly 
adorns the doctrine of Chriſt. He has been very 
ſucceſsful in reſtoring to underſtanding a number of 
patients, ſince he took up this new employ, and I 
doubt not but the Lord will fill continue to ſhine 
on the undertaking. I have heard Mr. Weſley ſay it 
was the beſt mad-houſe in England, b 
I had a letter from Mrs. D— , who kindly 
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received us in Deptford, laſt ſummer. A paragraph 
in it particularly pleaſed me, wllich I tranſcribe. © 1 
forget whether I told you of an increaſe to our fa- 
mily, of a little girl of ſix years old, a poor ſoldier's 
child, whoſe father died in Portſmouth barracks, and 
the poor widow died of a putrid fever, one month af- 
ter, in our houſe, having taken her in to fleep, one 
night, before ſhe was to go to a lodging I had prepa- 
red for her, the next day. But God ſaw otherwiſe; 
for ſhe'could not be moved; and, in about eight days. 
after ſhe died, leaving me a legacy of this little m” 
F ; am 


——— — —_ TT - - — — 
Ie oy 1 * 
rr 


— 8 * = 
— — ONES. Hs an hear; poi bi 
WI . ——— 


= 2 * — a 
v — ee I 
— — G — = 2 — * 


> 


£ ws |} 
am no endeavouring to bring her up in the fear 
of that God who hath hitherto preſerved: her, and 


hope to make her uſeful hereafter. © She has been 


with us three months—has' very little to recommend 
her to my family, but her being an orphan : but to are 
it is as though God ſaid, Take this child, and nurſe 
it for me—” and, in that light I look on her with 
eyes of love.” What a mercy' that the poor woman 
fell into ſuch good hands, who did not ſpurn her from 
their gate! Hg” p26 i 


0 . K Ab d * C dt dt cee c & & fe . 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


| Bath, January, 13, 1781. 
AV ever dear ſiſter's letter of the gd inſt. was 
truly acceptable to me. It is an evident proof 
that you were much recovered, when my brother 
ventured to leave you. May I have an humble, 
thankful ſenſe of this, and all the other mercies 
beitowed on me by a bountiful God! | 
I was much affected to hear of poor Peggy David: 
ſon's, and Betty B 's unexpected departure. 
I telt a ſhare in thoſe woes, which, you ſay, the for- 
mer experienced in her laſt hours. Indeed, poor 
thing! the greateſt part of her life was a continued 
ſcene of trials; but I truit 7 


The languiſhing head is at reſt— = 
Its ſorrows and griefs are no more. 
I am ſure it is deligluful, Sad marvellous in my eyes, 
that Betty B——'s end ſo remarkably increaſed. 


— 


Oh, who is a God like unto our God, who forgtoeth . 
rmguty, tranſgreffion, and fin! May it ſtrengthen my 


dear liſter's confidence and mine, in the Lord Al- 
e r mighty, 
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mighty, who ſaveth thoſe. unto | the uttermoſt that : 


truſt in him ws 14oheds hs I 66.44. 3 I 

The late accounts from the Weſt- Indies are truly 
awtul. Oh, may this guilty nation hear, and fear, 
and turn unto the Lord ! but, in this place there ig 
little appearance of it. Indeed, the =P of this world 
ſeems, at preſent, to reign in Bath. May you and I, 
my dear ſiſter, be counted worthy to eſcape the wrath 
of the Lamb, when he ari/eth to ſhake terribly the earth, 
is the earneſt deſire and prayer ß 


Your truly indebted, and affectionate Silter. 

CHO OCGSGHOSOSEGOOSIOS MAH 0000 04202 
I0o her Siſter-in-Law. | 
Dublin, July 20, 1784. 
My beloved Siſter, | * 


E aſſured my heart rejoices at the pleaſing ac- 
counts I have had of your welfare, ſince your 
departure from this, particularly in your valued let- 
terto me from Leeds. Iam glad to find our friends 
there are not forgetful of the apoſtolic charge to gu- 
tertain ſtrangers. I beg my Chriſtian ſalutation to all 
them that love our Lord Jeſus. «© - 1 
We are nearly ſettled in our new habitation, which 
indeed, we find a comfortable retreat from the noiſe 
and _ of the town; and we have all eſcaped 


cold. Indeed, in every inſtance, I may ſay, the Lord's 


mercies are 150 and new every morning, ſo that when 
I conſider all the favours I enjoy, I think it ſoftens my 
too hard hgart into love and gratitude to the liberal 
benefactor: but, alas! I want that perfect commu- 


nion with the bleſſed Spirit, which, at times, I have 


ſo ſweetly experienced; yet I hope I ſhall again 
praiſe him for the light of his countenance, for he is 
ny God. I am ſure his goodneſs has been lately 

| mäanifeſted 


(217 ] 


manifeſted to me, in a very ſtriking inſtance, that I 
know will rejoice your heart, which is ſo very ſenſi- 
bly affected with the joys and ſorrows of others. 
Know, then, that the biſhop of D— has pre- 
ſented my brother with a living, worth £400; per 
annum. Thus he will be enabled comfortably to 
maintain my poor diſtreſſed father. Truly, our 
God is wonderful in working. "Tis mercy all. 


—4 


« Oh to grace how great a debtor = 46 
Daily I'm conſtrain'd to be!“ 


K$&&&&&&SIEEKIILEEEIIEIISEERAIESEESESE 
To her Siſter-in-Law. er 
Dublin, Aug. 24, 1781, 


EING ſtill able to go about a little, I cannot 


omit this opportunity of ſending a letter in my 
brother's cover, to my beloved fifter. Indeed, I 
know not when I ſhall be able to write next, as I 


feel my body feeble and pained, ſo that I think the 


hour of travail is at hand, which has, generally, 
deen to me a time of much dejection. Yet, why 
art thou ſo caſt down, O my ſoul, and why art thou 
ſo diſquieted withm me? Hope thou in him who 


| hath, hitherto, been thy helper, and thy God. 


\ 


Surely, it is for want of a lively faith in the promiſes 
of my Father, and my friend, that I am thus diſ- 
mayed ; for © though this feeble body fail, and 
though it faint, and die,” I truſt I ſhall ſee him 


whom I have choſen as my everlaſting portion. 


But oh! how unworthy am I to appear at the right 
hand of Jeſus Chriſt, and to have my lot among the 


ſaints! Yet mercy rejoiceth over judgment; and 


having been ſo freely juſtified while a rebel to God, 

I truſt the ſame unmerited goodneſs will ſave me 

to the end, even with an everlaſting ſalvation 5 N 
| | a 
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Dear Mrs. B d behaves with a tendernali 


that ſerves to humble my ſoul, knowing how un- 
worthy I am of ſuch attention. She has offered to 


be with me when I take my labour; and as ſhe is 


ſtill doing good, has taken a ſable at the Green, 
adjoining her own lodging, which (ſweet woman) 
ſhe is to convert into a dwelling-houſe, at her own 
expence, for our intended nurſe. I knew nothing 


of it till it was all ſettled; but you may be ſure an 


attentive eye ſo near the child is a moſt plealing 
circumſtance, as alſo the little diſtance it will be 
from me. Oh, may I be truly thankful to my hea- 
venly Father, whoſe hand managing our concerns, 
I may plainly perceive. 

The pleaſure you expreſs at the change in my 
brother's circumſtances I know 1s unfeigned. I am, 
therefore, grateful to you, and God, who has given 
you an heart to feel the Joys and griefs of others, 
which is not often met with, all men feeling their 


0wn, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
$60000006000000000000009600000005080 
To her Siſter-in-Law. e 
„5 Dublin, OR. 25, 1781, 
My juſtly dear Siſter, 
J KNOW you do join in giving thanks on my 
behalf to * Father of all mercies, who hath, 


indeed, ſhewn me maxvellous great 1 in railing 
me from the gates of death, unto which, for ſome 


time, I ſeemed ſwiftly to — 2 being reduced 


to a moſt pitiable ſtate of weakneſs, by a lax I took 
the third ha ay after my delivery. I am now fo far 


recovered (bleſſed ag God!) that I ventured to go 
out with Mrs. B 


in a chaiſe, yeſterday, and 


had the comfort of ſeeing my little infant neat, and 
clean, 


fr ] 


clean, and thriving,” to all appearance, as well as 
any child in the world. Mrs. B-— has been, 
indeed, a kind tender friend to me, on the late 
occaſion, TI often reflect with wonder on the good- 
' neſs of God, in giving me favour in the fight of 
her, and other dear friends; as I know there 1s 
nothing in me to excite the kindneſs I experience, 
but rather, I fear, diſguſt. O my beloved ſiſter, 
how ſhall I thank you for the 4 ſolicitude you 
expreſs for me and mine! You defire me to wreſtle 
with God in mighty prayer for you; but, alas, 
my ſoul is often ſo weighed down, that I can ſcarcely 
look up to crave a blefling for myſelf: but, be 
aſſured, when it is well with me, I muſt think on 
vou; and I have yet confidence towards God, that 
I {hall rejoice once more 2n the felicity of has choſens 


« Altho' my gifts and comforts loſt, 
My boaſted hopes cut off, I ſee, 
Yet will I in my Saviour truft, 
And glory that he dy'd for me.“ 


I had a very long, and affethonate letter from 
my poor father, a few days ago. He much regrets 
his being ſo far ſeparated from the children, ſaying 
in one place, © O my dear 1 I believe you 


cannot poſſibly think how, tenderly I love them; 


but the wiſe Difpoſer of all events knows what is 
beſt for us, and to his will I totally reſign myſelf.” 
He then goes on“ I find myſelf much happier 
than I have been for many years, difincumbered 
from the hurry and buſtle, of the world, to think of 
a kingdom that fadeth not away. Sometimes, I 
own, I feel (and only on that account) for my 
inability to do for you, and the reſt of my dear 
children, what I could with ; but, upon reflection, 
I find J am wrong, when I conſider whoſe hands 


they are in.“ 
=p K 2 To 


4.4.4 Ke S tR/ 
— — » — —ů — — — — _ — — 
; — 8 — ES - : = — = FIRES In In TIS _— 
. es Ow ore PFF 8 — . = 
A act = 5 jaw IP n 3 . = * WT ES. _— „ LEA += 2, FT $ - AI * r Wo 
4 8 a 3 2 N 2 We — ; — W * I's a _—_— 


4 


G —_ < * - ” _ oF 
— N o with =". pe 
by * - Sons ol * * * n 
7 . - - 8 8 me" 
Dr 
ere — — i — 
— 
— — : 
Ix 
= —— 


WE 

& — 1 

IS. 
A GET LAT 


45 
A, 
. 
415 
2 
» 
7 
29 
£ 
#' 
KY 
be: 
's 
WY. 
- 4 e 
8 
1 
Wo; - 
. 
; 1 
N * 
4 
F 4 
= Ki, 


IEEE OO" GIA EIS err . q 2 

4. - DPI WY”. 23 OE m a 

— — mas = gy 5 * 2 : fas 
4 . 


—_ _ 


' 
by l 7 
1 
7 
3 
+ £ 
A 4 5 
* < fn 
9.7 | 
— 051 2 
* - 05 
8 by 
. * 
5 
* 5 
4 p 4 
3 
4 
„ 
3 
„ 2 
9 
oy. * 
- {- 
$3 
3 þ 
* 2 
s, 
" 10 N 
0 * 
4 Wc 
* 1 * 
„ 
N 
1 
70 
„ 
2 5 
1 
. 
* 
1 * 
= 
1 
— 
1453. 
Ag 
1 
% . oat 
Ak 
bye o 
'} WE 
e 
Fs 4 
"ul 
9 
1 
6 
4 
I] * 
ET 
- * 
1 i 
| 3 
t. 
n 
r 
* N 
4 39 * 
* Fu 
TE 
1 * 
et LY 
4 LEF 
3 +0 
. 
44% 
1 1 
a 
"6 
-# &- Wi 
g 1 
id BY 
* 
T2 * 
1 
OI 
* oy 
Til - 
$% 
ot 
6+. 
Is 3 
el 
# 
2 * 
7 
} i. 
i 
17 


— 
— Oo 
— 


5 A Ca 
OSD es - 2 O l . 
"tone. - . + 
» ————_ — . 

. = => 2 

— „ 7 Ky an bl 

8 2 = jo * = 
\ S OY 


*, oy o _ _ 8 
„ „ 
> b 


-'% 
—— 
LT 3 
Ry — . 
973 


„„ 
. Io her Siſter-in-Law. 
Dublin, Dec. 17, 1781. 


My deareſt Siſter, . 

ROM your many bodily ailments, you may, 

indeed, be called a woman of ſorrows ; but 
i from thence, alſo, we may learn, you are a woman 
WW atly beloved. The wicked come into no misfortunes, 
* Lhe other folks, at leaſt into none that profit them; 
bl but, Se, O Lord, is the man whom thou chaſteneſt, 
' and teacheſt out of thy law, that thou mayeſt give him 
i reſt from the days gt was og _ I do bleſs God that 
1 ever I was afflicied. It was his ſtrange work to 
bring me to himfelf, and I ſtill find my foul proſ- 
pers moſt in the valley of tears. Oh that I may 
ever be kept in the humbleſt felf-abaſement before 
God; and though my ſoul cleaveth, in a meaſure, 
to the duſt, believe he will yet fully quicken, and 
revive it. At preſent, I do feel much more en- 
largedneſs of ſpirit than I did for many months; 
but I know the gift is of God: and if he forbears 
to ſhine, I ſhall be dark as ever. But oh, my Gad 
will not forſake me. He will not ſuffer me to walk 


in darkneſs : 
« T ſhall behold his face 


I ſhall his pow'r adore, | 
And ſing the wonders of his grace, 
For evermore.” 


. * n 2 2 — 2 
. FAB IG . 
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1 


Mrs. D—-r has paid me ſome viſits, of late. 

She is a ſweet woman: I love her more and more. 

Oh, it is a bleſſed thing 4% be of an humble ſpirit with 
ie lowly tar better than to divide the ſpoil with th 


proud. 
? 7 


F.- ans” ] 
To her Siſter-in-Law. 


My beloved Siſter, | | 
O be afflifted, tempted, and diſtreſſed, is no 
ſtrange thing to the children of God, who 

muſt all paſs through the fiery furnace, the hour of 

temptation, ere they attain the end of their faith, 
the ſalvation of their ſouls. I do feel for, and can 
ſympathize with my dear ſiſter in regard to the late 
| trials you have ſuſtained ; yet I doubt. not but the 
love of God appointed the ſcourge, in not allowing 
| you even a ſpiritual friend, with whom you might 
take ſweet counſel. I have often been jealous over 
myſelf, when 1 have deſired this relief to nature; 
for, ſurely, if we commit our cauſe into the hand of 
the Lord, and patiently wait for his coming, he 
will, at length, diſperſe the gloom, and cauſe dark- 
neſs to be as light before . 

Circumſtanced as you are, I know your fitnation 
at Bath cannot be the moſt pleaſing. I lived under 
the croſs while I was there, but as I found my 
affections, in ſome degree, crucified to the things 
of the world, I could not murmur at my lot ; and 
though convinced I was deprived, by bodily affliction, 
of many bleſſed opportunities of improvement, 
through the preaching of the word, and the conver- 
ſation of religious friends, yet I knew that the Aing- 
dom of heaven cometh not with obſervation, and I felt 
that it was an inward kingdom, to be enjoyed as 
well “ in the mount, as in the multitude.” Oh, 
what a ſweet thing it is to walk with our God, 
though ſecluded from all outward helps ! To be with 

Chrif is paradiſe—to live with him is heaven. 

The account you ſent of Mr. F 's eſpouſals 
is truly worthy of 'imitation. May they, indeed, 
prove uſeful helpmates to each other, and build up 
the church of Chriſt in their moſt holy faith! 

| XR 3 | Thanks 


Dublin, 


L 222 J 


Thanks to you for the rules of Mr. M Nab's 
ſociety. I ſhalt ſay nothing of my thoughts on the 
occaſion, but commit all to him who judgeth righ- 
teoully. This we know, that every plant which 


God has not planted, ſhall be rooted up. 1 


Mr. — has a companion, at preſent, who, 


think, will do him much hurt, as he may, without 


the breach of charity, be called a real enthuſiaſt. 
He imagines a power of working miracles reſts upon 
him, though he has never been able to prove it: 
and, in many other reſpects, ſeems ſo puffed up in 
his fleſhly mind, that one would ſuppoſe he was 
entirely out of his ſenſes. His conduct, it is to be 
feared, will much oy ups Mr. - - againſt all 
internal feelings, as he profeſſes to be a child of 
God, and to have the witne/s in himſelf, and yet, in 
moſt things, is ſo ſelf-opinionated, that you would 
marvel to hear him ſounding forth his own praiſes, 
to the diſparagement ' of others, prizing himſelf 
on his learning, and other attainments. O my 
God, | 


Mean our ſouls, and keep them low, 
Willing thee alone to know: 

Let us caſt our reeds aſide — 

All that feeds our knowing pride.” 


4 


J muſt; now conclude, as I am going to dine at my 
brother's with Mrs. B , &c. It often creates 
a ſigh, when I go into the parlour, feeling the loſs 
I have of the miſtreſs ; but I am not ſo ſelfiſh as to 


wiſh it otherwiſe. 


. age 


To 


Cn 
To her Siſter-in-Law. : 


Dublin, Feb. 2, 1782. 


AM thankful to my beloved ſiſter for her kind 
ſympathizing letter. I have indeed been, and 
ftill am under the ſtripes of the divine rod, which, 
I truſt, will bring my froward heart into ſubjection. 
My dear Samuel 1s declining very faft, having all 
the ſymptoms of a galloping conſumption ; yet I 
cannot pray that his ſtay may be prolonged among 
us. Sometimes, Tam enabled to rejoice in the 
proſpect of his happy eſcape from this world of ſin 
and ſorrow, where he will for ever be happily 
exempt from feeling thoſe heart-rending pangs 
now ſuſtain on his account: for oh, my dear fler, 
the pain my children endure ſeems more deeply to 
affect me, than if my own body was ſuffering it. 
Jane is now well enough to go out, and Mary is 
recovering from an ulcerated throat and mouth, the 
conſequence of the meaſles. Mr. Smyth is ſtill 
confined to the houſe with his ſore leg, the cure 
of which, 1 believe, has been retarded by his loſs 
of fleep, as he attends Samuel at night, while .I 
am engaged with Mary. As to my own bodily 
health, the Lord ſtill keeps me on my feet, and 
ſuſtains me by his power, ſupplying my every need, 
though I ſeem oftentimes worn out, and ready to 
{ink under the fatigue. _ 1 | | 
Before I conclude, I muſt thank you for the 
many kind letters you have lately ſent me, of which 
I feel mylelf ſo undeſerving, that I marvel at your 
continuance of ſuch favours. May the Father of 
mercies take you into his almighty care, and guide 
you through life and death into an happy eternity, 
where, through the merits of my redeeming Lord, 
I truſt you will meet | 
Your unworthy, but very affectionate Siſter. 
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To her Siſter- in-Law. 
| Dublin, Feb. 21, 1782. 


My dearly-beloved Siſter, 


JV darling Samuel is now no more, God, in 
mercy, Farin taken him hence, after mak- 

ing him meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
=. whom he reſembled very much in his bleſſed 
diſpoſitions. For ſome time before the Lord ſum- 
moned him hence, his underſtanding moſt amazingly 
brightened up; and his ſweet and dutiful behaviour 


often brought this line to my mind. OT 
« His ſoul was gentle as a lamb.” oo | : 


Previous to his taking the meaſles, I was warned 
by God in a dream, that the time of his departure 
was at hand; and, obſerving the newnefs of his 
nature, I told you, and ſome others, that 1 believed 
he was Kot for,this world. He ſuffered much, with 
the greateſt patience I ever beheld in old or young. 
Sweet babe! his pains and ſorrows are now ended— 
for, as to tears, he ſhed none, except once that a 

few drops fell, when hurted with a pin. His being 
ſo amiable in life was the greateſt motive with me 
to reſign bim int ite hk of God, who, 1 ſaw, 
had formed him to his praiſe. I was never, from 
the firſt, permitted to pray for his life. When ſuch 
a thought would ail it was beat off with this 
reflection, if God forſake him, he may yet prove 
rebellious: therefore, though I felt all the mother's 
tender yearning, I could not but rejoice, in the 


midſt of ſorrow, that God had ſo ſoon houſed 1 
tender plant, as Mr. Hervey expreſſes it. 


nt Indeed, 
Jo ten thought his ſpirit was not at all calculated 


for the noife or buſtle of this world, being truly 


meek 


[ 225 J 

meek and mild. His remove hence I look upon 
as one of thoſe things intended to draw my affections 
from earth to heaven. Long before his death, I 
was made particularly ſenſible of my being only a 
ſtranger and ſojourner here, who was quickly to 
depart=-how ſoon my. God only knows. But, 1 do 


truſt he will mts renew my foul in righte- 
ouſneſs. I never ſaw my dear partner ſo much 


affected with any event. Indeed, I believe it will 
prove a bleſſing to us both. It was a chaſtiſement 


I needed. 5 | 

I do moſt ſincerely rejoice in my dear ſiſter's 
fclicity, known only to the children of God. Oh, 
it 15 good that a man ſhould both hope, and quietly wart 
/or the ſalvation of God—for, he waiteth to be gra- 
cious, and will not ſhut up his loving-kindneſs in 
diſpleaſure : but though he cauſe grief, yet will he 


have compaſſion, becauſe his mercy endureth 


for ever 7” 1 


$$4$00500400000000004004$00000000090 


To her Siſter-in-Law. | 4 


| Dublin, March 15, 1782, 


ROM my ever dear ſiſter's letter of the 4th 
inſt, I find you are in heavine/s, through ma- 
n:fold temptations + but oh, repel, with the ſhield of 


faith, all the fiery darts of the wicked-one. I often - 


wonder how my confidence can be ſo ſtrong in the 
Lord's mercy, when all things appear againſt me; 


my ſins being ſo many in number, that they are 


enough to cruſh me to the earth. Indeed, from 
my firſt entering into the Chriſhan warfare, I have 
been accuſtomed to deſertion, time after time. I 
think I did not walk in the light above a fortnight 
after the ſenſe of my acceptance with God, before 
my unfaithfulneſs cauſed him to hide his face from 
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me: yet, though I confeſs wlth ſhame my back. 
flidings ſince have been many (how many he only 
knoweth who trieth the heart and the reins) I have 
never doubted that the Lord hath called me by my 
name, and *-{ti]l protects, for ever near.” Some- 
times, I am inclined to think that God, in mercy, 
withdraws his conſolations, that we may be made 
ſenſible of our own great poverty, weakneſs, and 
wretchedneſs ; and that thus feeling that in our fleſh 
dwelleth no good thing, we may rely on him alone, 


„Man, for the ſimple life divine, 
What will it coſt to break! 

Ere pleaſure ſoft, and wily pride, 
No more within him ſpeak. 


What ling ring anguiſh muſt corrode 
The root of nature's joy ! | 

What ſecret ſhame, and dire defeats 
The pride of heart deſtroy! 


Thy mind, now, multitude of thoughts, 
Now, ſtupor ſhall diſtreſs— 

The venomfof each latent vice 
Wild imagss impreſs. 

Yet, darkly fafe with God, thy ſoul 
His arm ftttl-onward bears; 

Till, thro' each tempeſt on her face, 
A peace beneath appears.“ 


Ves, my dear ſiſter, you ſhall again be brought forth 
into the light your eyes ſhall behold your God, 
and you ſhall teſtify his love and guardian care, 
who thus proves you, and viſits you, ſhewing you 
what is in your heart, that he may do you good in 
your latter end, | | e 


- 
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It is a real diſappointment to us to find that we 


have no chance of ſeeing our deareſt ſiſter before 


we leave this; but I muſt patiently tarry till the 
time arrives, that (I truſt) I ſhall be permitted to 
ſee your face with joy. However, if we meet not 
in this vale of tears, oh may I meet your happy 
ſpirit in the regions of bliſs, purchaſed for poor, 
unworthy ſinners, by the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, 
and blood ! | 


57 


. 


Dublin, 1776. 


To her Aunt G 


My ever dear Aunt, 


| 9 * my arrival here, laſt Saturday, I received 


your valued letter, which had lain at my bro- 
ther's for ſome time; therefore I fear you thought 
I had been unmindful of you : but were I to forget 


you, I ſhould be dead to all godlineſs. O my dear 


aunt, your converſation while in Liſburn was greatly 
bleſt to my ſoul. If, then, you value the good of 
my immortal part, oh, let me hear frequently from 
you. Remember, half a ſheet of paper will not 
content me: yet, what are all the means of grace, 
if the Lord does not give his quickening Spirit ? 
alone can give the increaſe. F l 

My breaſt, of late, has been extremely ill; but 
I have reaſon to thank the we gy 6 thus giving 
me warning, Though my body ſuffered, my fou 
was kept in much peace. Indeed, Jeſus 1s unipeak- 
ably precious to me. I pant for cloſer communion 


For, you may plant, another may water, but God 


with him. O my dear aunt, I think, if I had a 


thouſand worlds, I would give them all for the 
| K 6 knowledge 
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+ knowledge of his love, which is better than the life 
itſelf. Thanks to preſerving grace, I die daily to 
the things of this world. I long to be conformed 
to the blefled image of my Creator, and to know 
nothing, but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. 
I muſt conclude, though I have many- —_ to 


ſay to you, as my ſiſter expects me down ſtairs, 
Oh, may the Lord enable me to ſpeak a word of 
conſolation to her; for, at preſent, the ſeems to want 
it, Farewell. 8 


MN MK I Ille 
To her Aunt G 


3 Dublin, 1776. 
F., praiſe the Lord, my dear aunt. I have 
AZ joytul news to tell you. The word of the 
Lord runs, and is glorified. Poor and rich flock 
to hear Mr. Smyth. The churches where: he has 
preached have been ſo crouded, that numbers of 
well-dreſſed people ſtand in the iles. Even a young 
clergyman has been obſerved twice to do ſo. We 
are invited by an aunt of Mr. Smyth's to meet lady 
1 at her houſe, this evening, who has de- 
clared, if ſhe ever has a living to diſpoſe of, that 
Mr. Smyth ſhall get it; and J hear there are three 
an the gift of her family. Oh pray that he may be 
dead to the praiſe of men, and ſeek the honour 
that cometh of God only! for oh, our great adver- 
ſary, the devil, would wiſh to puff us up with ſpi- 
ritual pride: but, what is man that he ſhould take 
praiſe for what he has freely received of the Lord! 
My mind, when I laſt wrote, was in a moſt un- 
eaſy flate; but (bleſſed be God !). though I was caſt 
down, I was not forſaken. - My with is, that Chriſt 
may dwell in my heart by faith. Though I am 


aſſaulted ſtill with many temptations, yet they ave 
| | EE | quenched 
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thoſe joys which are above. 
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quenched in the blood of Jeſus. I am, however, 
convinced that I am daily doing things worthy of 
death; but the Lord ig fazthful and juſt to forgive us 
our fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteou/ſneſs. 
Oh, when ſhall I ſee the day that all I am and have 
ſhall be given up to Jefus! that 1 ſhall no longer 
be crucifying the Lord afreſh, by ſuffering any 
creature to have an improper hare of my affections. 


He alone who trod the wine-preſs of his father's 


anger 1s worthy to have my whole heart. O Lord, 
haſten the time when faith ſhall be loſt in fight, 
when I ſhall know as I am known. Leaning on 
my Beloved, let thy ſtrength be made perfect in my 
weakneſs—let thy Holy Spirit help my infirmities, 
and teach me to pray for ſuch things, and in ſuch 
a way, as ſhall be moſt agreeable to thy heavenly 
will, and moſt advantageous to my foul. I deſire 


not the periſhing enjoyments of this world. 


When I had wrote thus far, I received your 
invaluable letter. O my dear aunt, my heart is 
melted with joy and thankfulneſs, though I cannot 
praiſe God as I ought for all his benefitss His 
loving-kindneſs, in raiſing me ſuch a friend as you, 
1s great. May he enable you to go on from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, that you may be as a burning 


light, in the midſt of a perverſe generation. The 
Lord has applied your words ſo much to my ſpiritual 


comfort, that I am now filled with joy. 1 have 
been, indeed, moſt unfaithful to the grace given 
me, by harbouring pride, and many uncharitable 


thoughts. Oh may 1 never more grieve the Holy 


Spirit of God; but, enabled by his grace, may I 


_ trample this world, and all its vanities, under my 


feet! Jam ſo much afraid leſt my heart ſhould 


depart from the living God, that I wiſh to turn 
my eyes entirely from earth, and to fix them on 


I long 
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I long to ſee dear ſiſter Mary. Her ways would 
appear ſtrange here, as ſhe avoids all conformity 
to the world. I am looked upon as a mere enthu- 
ſiaſt, running into needleſs peculiarities: but though 
it ſhould diſpleaſe, I hope I ſhall yet be more vile, as 
David fays. Oh, may the Father of mercies in- 
creaſe our faith, confirm our hopes, ſtrengthen our 
devotion, and, at laſt, bring us to his glorious king- 
dom, where we ſhall praife the mercies of redeeming - 
love to all eternity! 
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To her Aunt G , 


. 5 Caſtleward. 
KNOW, from my dear aunt's good-natured 
heart, that it muſt have grieved you much to 

fee me fo deluded by the devices of Satan; for, 
from him I begin to think my late opinions pro- 
ceeded. Oh what a poor, weak, worthleſs, ſinful 
creature am I, to be ſo eaſily Ted captive by the 
devil at his will! I perceive it was his deſign to 
bring me into bondage to the beggarly elements of 
this world; which he did moſt effectually, as I loft 
all my peace and comfort : but 1 impatiently wait 
till the day-ſtar again ſhall ſhine into my heart, 
renewing me in the image of him who at firſt cre- 
ated me. Oh, pray for me, that I may be ſtabliſhed, 
ſtrengthened. and ſettled ! On my return home, I 
reſolved to ſearch the Scriptures to ſee if things 
| were ſo as they had been repreſented by R 
M ; and (bleſſed be God!) I found that a 
great part of St. Paul's epiſtles was in direct oppo- 
ſition to his ſentiments. The firſt text that ſtruck 
me powerfully, was, Ye are called unto liberty, only 
uſe not pe hare for an occaſion to the fleſh. It 18 


likewiſe affirmed, that commanding not to marry, 


to 


1 1 


to abſtain from meats, is from ſeducing ſhirits, and is 
the 22 of devils. © Ant I belle that our 
friend M - 18 a real child of God, though he 
is much entangled by giving way to ſuch inſinua- 
tions of the enemy of fouls, who would willingly 
draw him from dependence on Chriſt, by makin 
him think that mortifying his body will kill the old 
Adam, which nothing leſs than the Spirit of God 
can do. +I ſee there is no way of adyancing in 
holineſs, but by conſtantly looking to Jeſus with 
the eye of faith, of which he 1s the author and 
þ finiſher. I ſee that falvation 1s entirely by grace, 

not in the ſmalleſt degree of works. Surely, we 

have need of the whole armour of God, that we 
may be able to ſtand. Oh that I could love my 
- Jeſus with my whole heart! then ſhould I be happy. 
| Loving faith is all: but, @ man can recezve no good 
thing, except it be given ham from above. 

Farewell. May God Almighty give you and 
your's the bleſſing of peace. My uncle's kindneſs 
| is not forgotten by Mr: Smyth, and | 

| Your unworthy Siſter, A. S. 
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4 , 444. 
To her Aunt G>——, 


| 3 Caftleward. 

HE truths ſet forth in my dear aunt's letter 

I was convinced of (bleſled be God!) a few 

days before I received it. I ſaw plainly that it was 
Satan's aim- to keep. me from fixing my eye con- 
tinually on my all-lufhcient Redeemer ; therefore, 
knowing that in Chriſt all fulneſs dwells, I made 
my prayer to him, and was enabled, for ſome days, 
to rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full Y gory: 
but, ſince Sunday, I think my happineſs been 

gradually) decrealing. When the Lord has been 

1 85 pleaſed 
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[ 2g2-] 
pleaſed to fatisfy me with his marvellous loving. 
indneſs, for a length of time (which has now been 


three times the cafe) I thought I found no fin, at 
leaſt no condemnation ; and I hoped that IT ſhould 


never again doubt of my dear Lord's willingneſs to 


ſave me. | 
I ſuppoſe none who are truly Chriſtians, are ever 

affetted with outwarg things; but I am very weak. 

On Sunday laſt, juſt as F 

was informed that Mrs. R 


ol 
5 


had cut her throat; 


and from that time I have not felt the inexpreſſible 


comfort I had before. O my dear aunt, you can- 


not think how I have been diſtreſſed about her. 
Mr. Smyth attended her twice, but could not pre- 


vail on her to take the leaſt nouriſhment, ſo that 


ſhe died on Wedneſday. Poor woman! happy . 
e 


would it have been for her, if ſhe had known t 
way of righteouſneſs! The great wickedneſs that 


is in the world, and the fearful judgments that are 


ready to fall on all that follow their own ungodly 


luſts, have taken up ſo much of my thoughts, that 


they have kept me from contemplating him who is 
the faireft among ten thouſand. | . 
Tell me if you ever have any doubtings, and 
whether the Spirit of God conſtantly bears witneſs 
with your ſpirit that you are his child. : 9 
I have gone about much amongſt the poor, of 
late, ſpeaking of the things pertaining to the king- 


* 


dom of heaven; and have found, that if we could 
Aut truſt in the Lord, he would put words into our 


mouths. I think it is fatfe humility that keeps us 
from ſhewing forth the, praiſes of our God. Were 
we, indeed, to truſt to our own natural abilities, it 
were better to be filent; but if we have faith to 


believe that promiſe, I will give you a tongue and 
un ſdom which none of your N wma ſhall be able to 
peak with holy bold- 


nels. While making my requeſts known to the 


gainſay or reſiſt, we may then 


5 throne 


came out of church, 1 


[ 233 ] 
throne of grace for them, and for myſelf, my foul 
was greatly refreſhed, and lifted up.: but though I 
do not always find the ſame freedom of ſpeech, 
yet I endeavour to ſpeak à little for God. Now, 
my dear aunt, let me know your ſentiments with 
regard to our always doing the fame work, though 
we. do not fee] any inclination to it. You know 
that the Lord told the prophets who ran when he 
ſent them not, that they ſoul not profit the peo- 
ple: yet I am inclined to think that it is good to 
be in the way of 'our duty, and that the Moſt High 
will aſſiſt us. | | . 

There begins te be ſome ſtir in this pariſh, which 
I look upon as a good ſign. All lord B 8 
family have abſente ee from the Church. 
Oh, ſurely, the rich are to be pitied! for, they 
fall into many 2 * and hurtful tuſts, which drown 
men in deftruttion, and perdition, while the poor 
beggar, NS who lieth at their door, is TA in 
faith, and an heir of the everlaſting kingdom. Oh, 
my dear, I tear we have all many more talents 
committed to our charge than we aſe to the glory 
of God. That the Lord may direct our hearts 
unto every good word and work, is the fervent 
prayer 0 In | ; 


| Your's ever affectionately. 
TEEPPESSEISSESSSISSIESS EIS SSS4SSS4SS 


| e _ Caſileward. 
My deareſt Aunt, - 3 0 
H OW much indebted are we to you for your 
kind ſolicitude to have us near you. . 
eſteem your company an unſpeakable bleſſing, 
therefore ſhould ardently wiſh to be a neighbour of 
your's, did I think it was the will of our dear hea- 
venly 
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z C234 ] 5 
venly Lord ; but, at preſent, I think Mr. Smyth 
call is in this e, It is wonderful . 
ſeem to be ſeeking the Lord with their whole heart; 
Thoſe who, at firſt, were mockers, appear quite 
changed, and I hear, from all quarters, that an ama. 
zing reformation is taking place. Numbers are 
flocking to our church, from different pariſhes. 
Yeſterday, I ſpent a ſweet morning at the poor 
tailor's, where there were ſo many eng ouls, 
that I parted from them with regret. I could wil- 
lingly have ſhared their potatoes, and have forgotten 
home for ſome time: but we all ſeemed ſo happy 
in talking of the bread that nouriſhes unto. eternal 
life, that we had no thought of bodily refreſhment; 
and I believe it was four in the evening before ] 
left them. There is a man, I hear, who was a 
notoriouſly wicked liver, that is now beginning to 
ſpeak of the good things which God has done fer 
his ſoul. O my dear aunt, will you not come, and 
ſtrengthen the brethren, redeemed with the precious 
blood of Chriſt? Take care that you bring not guilt 
upon yourſelf, by refuſing. -_ 43 ot | | 

O my dear aunt, how many deluſions have I been 
under! I loathe and abhor myſelf, for looking to n 
or frail mortal for an example, rather than tl t 
the ſpotleſs Lamb of God. Surely, it is of the a 
Lord's goodneſs that I am not conſumed. A letter h 
came, yeſterday, from Mr. B, wherein. be tr 
tells us, that R M — who had been C 
recommended to him by Mr. Smyth) has got himſelf tl 
ſhaved—has left off the Quaker-language, and no th 
confeſſes that it is lawful to eat fleſh meat, though m 
he ſtill abſtains from it himſelf, for phyſical reaſons. WW jo 
My dear aunt, though the Lord has been grad iu 
ouſly pleaſed to ſhew me wherein I have lately erreich 
et there ſtill remains a thick cloud over my ſpine 
I ſeek my Beloved, but he is no where to be founoW ir 
However, I wait at mercy's gate, hoping that 4 ba 

V 


10us 12 5 7 | Caſtleward, 
rullt My dear Aunt, 5 r 
| T was with much heart- felt ſatisfaftion I read 
een the pleaſing account you gave about John. Oh 
to 2 may the Lord God raiſe him up to preach —— 
n to the poor, or elſe take him, — the many ſnares 
the and temptations of a vain deluſive world, into the 
etter WW haven of everlaſting repoſe ! Through how many 
a he trials and troubles muſt all thoſe pals, who follow 
been By Ciri/t in the regeneration ! but {bleſſed be God } 
nſel WM though the way be rugged, it is not long. Oh, 
nov Bl then, may we never grow weary or faint in our 
ough WF mind, but preſs boldly forward, till we get to our 


14 vill give me a crumb of the children's bread, that 100 
y [ periſh not utterly. 1 labour, at preſent, either * 
105 under the conviction of a particular ſin in which L 9 
te ve, or elſe under a temptation from the ſubtle 168 
as ſerpent, who would make me think it a fin, I am 129 
re beginning to know more and more of that depth of 188 
es. corruption that is in my heart, which makes me 18 
or thirit to be altogether ſuch as I ought to be. Oh 21M 
ls, chat the Lord would now make me perfect, and A 
il. entire, lacking nothing! How often does it ſtrike me, 1/9 
en when I breathe this petition, © Why, don't you 1 
py remove all obſtacles?“ Oh that I were enabled ta 1 
nal WW diſtinguiſn whether this is the voice of the Spirit of Wd 
4 truth, or the fpirit of error! Pray for me. 2 1 
b „ 2 A 4 - Wa 
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ons. journey's end. To ſuffer the loſs of all things, in I 
rac juch a noble cauſe, is, indeed, better than to gain 1 
rei thouſands of gold and filver. I find a continual 


neceſlity of having the Lord Jehovah for my 
firength. Alas! without his grace, I am a dry, 
barren tree, fit only for the burning. I have hag 

many 


<= es. 4 - e 
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many outward trials ſince I ſaw you; and often 
fear that I have been unfaithful, by inwardly giving 
way to the tempter. In ſhort, I may fay, I am 
kept by an almighty hand, or my feet would fink 
in the miry clay. 6 pon „ . 
I think Mr. Smyth's mouth has been opened in 
the exhorting way, fince his return; and J believe 
his words have not been altogether loſt, as ſome of 
the fruits appear already. Oh, may he always 
have a feeling ſenſe of the love of God in his own 
foul, that ſo he may be enabled, out of the abun. 
dance of his heart, to ſpeak of the myſteries of 
the kingdom of grace! I long to know what ſucceſs 
his intended journey will have. Oh may it be to 
the building up of the church of Chriſt, and pulling 
down the kingdom of antichriſt! „„ 
Thomas Crea, a lad about fifteen, has departed 
moſt triumphantly. I heard John Crea ſay, he 
never read of any one who was ſo entirely freed 
from all doubt concerning his acceptance, through 
the Beloved. As it was ſuppoſed his death was 
occaſioned by coming to Mr. Smyth's church, on 
a wet Sunday, when Peggy ſaid to him, “ It i 
thought you hurt yourſelf by going to Ballyculter, 
he replied, © I would go again on my knees, if i 
were poſſible, to hear Mr. Smyth.” He was 1 
pattern of patience and reſignation, during the whole 
time of his ſickneſs, though his ſufferings wer 
exquiſite. He alſo warmly exhorted thoſe who had 
obtained like precious faith, to beware of turning 
back, and told them that they had need to wee) 
for the fin that ſtill remained. OY 
O my dear aunt, write ſoon; and pray that [ 
may be kept above the billows that ariſe, ready to 
overwhelm my foul. Oh, may the Lord give me 
the rich conſolations of his Spirit, which I once 
experienced, while abſent from Mr. Smyth! But, 
why ſhould 1 dare to form a wiſh? Let my on 
e ä 0 


/ 


FR — — ooy yl, owed ah  " "Pg © RRP Oe or Se DI? 


L 


do with his unworthy creature as ſeemeth beſt in 


his ſight, only may I be kept from grieving his 
good Spirit. And may you, my dear aunt, daily 
grow 1n grace, and in the knowledge of a crucified 
Saviour, till you gain a happy lot with all the ſanc- 
tified! Even fo be it! * 50 0 


CO EE HEHE CERES 
To her Aunt G „ 


Caſtleward 
() My dear aunt, praiſe the Lord on my behalf! 

he is gracious—he is merciful : I am more 
than conqueror over the world, the devil, and the 
fleſh, through the grace of my dear Immanuel. 1 
cannot render ſufficient thanks for the benefits that 
he hath done unto me. Satan had, for ſome time, 
kept me in bondage; but (bleſſed be my deliverer !) 
I am ſet at liberty. Why ſhould I liſten to the 
deceiver of mankind, who was a har from the begin- 
ng? No—agaznſt hope I will hereafter believe in 
hope that Chrift hath died for me: and will he not, 
with himſelf, freely give me all things neceſſary for 
life, and godlineſs? Yes—though my heart and my 
ſtrength fail, the Lord taketh me up. I find the 
promiſe verified, the lame man ſhall leap as an hart. 
Oh that I may be kept, through faith, unto ſalva- 
tion! Oh that I may never again look back to 
Sodom, but preſs joyfully . Vea, | 


o 


© Tho' waves and ſtorms go o'er my head 
Tho' ſtrength, and health and friends be gone 
Tho' joys be wither'd all and dead 1 
Tho' ev'ry comfort be withdrawn 
Stedfaſt my ſoul on this relies, 
Father, thy mercy never dies. 


Fa 
Yes, 
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L 238 ] 
Yes, my dear aunt, I think I can count all but ſoſ, 
and dung, that I may win Chriſt, and be found in 
him. I am nothing—I- can do nothing, being 3 
poor, proud, worthleſs worm. Yet the Lord has 
not caſt me off for ever. Oh, my whole life is too 
fhort to ſhew forth his praiſe! I almoſt long to | 
diſſolved, and be with Chrift, which is far better but, 
bis will be done. Though in the body, I hope my 
treaſure and my converſation may be in heaven. 
Oh, pray for me that my faith fail not! but I have 
a more prevailing Advocate with the Father, even 
- Fefus Chriſt the righteous ; who is the propitiation for 
my ns, and not for mine only, but, alſo, for tle 
fins of the whole world. Oh that we could induce 
all we know. to fate and fee how gractous the Lon 
es! They that wait on him ſhall renew their ſtrength, 
and ſhall want no manner of thing that 15 good. Why 
ſhould we ſtagger at the promiſes of God, throug| 
unbelief? Farthful is he who hath promi ſed, and th 
will alſo do it. Surely, the promiſe is to us, ai:d to oi 
-chaldren, and to all that are afar off, even as many ai ] 
the Lord our God ſhall call. And, is he not, all 4 
day long, ſtretching out his hands to a wicked, and © 
gainſaying people? God's method of ſaving hu p 
people is the ſame that it was in the apoſtolic age. u 
He requires that we ſhould follow the ſteps of oer 
. bleſſed, crucified Saviour, if we would reign with 
him in glory. Shall we not, then, gladly-take wil ©: 
the croſs with our dear Maſter, remembering. ho 
he endured. the-contraditton of finners again homfil 
leſt we be weary, and faint in our minds? O my deaf to 
aunt;- the Lord's mercies to me no tongue can tel to 
no heart expreſs. He is graciouſly pleaſed: to com- bu 
fort me, when all outward means fail. + I: was u : 
great heavineſs all the time you were here; bu hit 
bleſſed be God! who has given reſt to the weary ant 
heavy-laden. I am ſure the Lord: ought to be dent! 
unto my ſoul ; for unto him belongeth my 0 fre 
"© Re. „ Glo) 


L 239 ] 
; 4 Glory, honour, praiſe, and power 
in Be unto the Lamb for ever! | 
a eſus Chriſt is my Redeemer— 


Hallelujah! Amen.” 


„If it be for our mutual good, I truſt the Lord will 
ut, MW fend either you or Mary to me: but, his will be 
my done in all things, not mine. Without him I know 
en. not how to refuſe the evil, and chooſe the good; 
e but he will lead me beſide the ſtill waters, and re- 
„en freſh me with the dew of his bleſſing. That his 
peace may rule all our hearts, is the prayer of 

the : - Your's. in the faith, A. S. 


| | 1 
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Mo To her Aunt G. 
uo ba 
* Coftleward. 


My ever dear Aunt, 


y as M gracious and bountiful God made your 
letter a bleſſing to me. Oh, how can I be 
and ever thankful enough to the Giver of every good and 
- bu perfcett gift, for ſuch a friend! I am more and more 
age. united to you: oh, may our love continue, and in- 
ou creaſe, till life ſhall end! | * 
with The appearance of our two dear friends, on Satur- 
e will day-cvening; while I fat alone, was moſt agreeable. 
bo After tea, we kneeled down to give thanks to the 
m/e Father of mercies. We all pepe and God ſeemed 
deu to be with us, of a truth. It recalled primitive times 
tell to my remenibrance. Mr. Smyth had been in Down, 
com- but came in for a ſhare, and gave the travellers a 
5 u warm reception. B——— carried them away with 
bu him to Sheepland, the next day, where, I ſuppoſe, 
ui they were not idle. The members of the 5 — 
der there ſeem flouriſhing like a palm: tree, receiving re- 
ion freching ſhowers from the fount of every W 
12 | am” * 
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I am informed that ſcarce an evening paſſes that they 
do not meet together. and I believe they find the 
promiſe of Chriſt fulfilled, by his being in the midſt 
of them. One day laſt week, all that were in the 
houſe prayed with ſuch utterance as God gave them, 
and the tongue of the flammerer was made to peak 
lain. 7” TO hey 
- Yeſterday, I ſeemed to be deprived of every thing 
that could make life deſirable. Without were fight. 
ings, within were fears. Mr. Smyth ſet off for 
Down, after the children left me, and has been there 
ever ſince, on account of his auction. Yet I have 
reaſon to thank and adore my God, who, notwith— 
ſtanding, hath ſo far kept my mind in peace, that! 
cannot charge myſelf with a repining thought. In- 
deed, what diſtreſſed me chiefly (I believe I may fay, 
altogether) was the want of free acceſs to the throne 
of grace in prayer. Tam a poor creature, unworthy 
to lift up my eyes towards heaven, but my God has 
long borne with my repeated backſlidings. Becauſe 
his compaſhons fail not, therefore am I not con- 
ſumed. Oh that all my rebellious thoughts, words, 
and works, were made to ſtoop low before him! 
May Chriſt alone be exalted; for, of him alone 
cometh all my ſalvation! O my God, let not my 
mind wander from thee; but however I be em. 
| was on earth, may my heart and my treaſure be 
eaven | | | . 
Mr. Smyth's being in Down fo often, of late, has 
I truſt, anſwered ſome good end. The Lord ſeem 
to be opening the hearts of rr every where, t0 
receive the word in meeknels, and in the love of it 
ſo that Mr. Smyth has calls to the adjoining pariſhes 
Oh that he may be ſtirred up with godly zeal, v 
ſpend, and. be ſpent in the ſervice 4 that King d 
glory, who never grew weary in going about doiy 
good, to poor, miſerable ſinners! ?: 1 
1 | I bo 


md „ 7 . 
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J hope I ſhall not envy our ſiſter B I have 
often had pleaſing views of a death-bed; though, 
for ſome time paſt, they have been ſomewhat cloud- 
ed, Oh that we may be enabled to give up our ac- 
counts with joy! | 1 | {> 

Farewell, my dear aunt. I believe our hearts are 
knit together in love more laſting than all worldly 
connexions can cement. * 


Ee „„ 


To her Aunt G>———, 


| | Caſtleward. 
MY dear aunt, praiſe the Lord with me, and 
let us magnify his-name together. He hath 


done great things for us already, whereof. we have 
cauſe to rejoice: Glory, glory, glory to my God, 
that he hath not long ago conſumed me ! I have been 
2 llothful and unprofitable ſervant, burying my talents 
in the earth. Oh, may every future moment be em- 
ployed in his ſervice, which is perfect freedom 
Need I bid you be zealous in your great Maſter's 
work ? Freely you have received, freely give. May 
we be uſeful in our generation, doing good to the 
fouls, as well as bodies, of men! I have, lately, been 
more with the ſick, and though it was, moſtly, with 
reluctance I went, being in myſelf cold and life- 
leſs, I have reaſon to think, my words were not in 
vain. E . 

I rejoice more in the thoughts of removing to our 
little cabbin, than if IT were going to a palace. Oh 
the mighty works of God! thus to bring down my 
lofty looks, and bow my haughtineſs fo low. It 1s 
the Lord himſelf hath done-it—to him, and him alone 
be all the praiſe! I know, and am affured, that it is 
his ſtrength which keeps me content, and happy; 
tor, were I, one minute, without his preventing and 
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aſſiſting grace, my heart would be „% a cage of un- 
clean birds. In me (that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth, in. 
- deed, no good ang but, in the Lord have 1 righte. 


ouſneſs and ſtrength. The eternal God ts my refuge, 
— es = the everlaſiing arms. I find An 
late trials were ſent in mercy, as they have ſhewn me 
more clearly the inbred corruption of my heart. 
Praiſed be the Lord who hath heard my prayer, and 
endued my ſoul with power from on high. I find, I 
need Chriſt in all his offices, yea, I want him asa 
complete Saviour. Oh, may his blood ſprinkle my 
every word, and thought! Yeſterday, Texperienced, 
in a meaſure, what it was to be /ick of love. May I 
never again cauſe the Sun of righteouſneſs to with. 
draw his ſhining, by my unfaithfulneſs! 
Mr. Smyth's claſs has increaſed ſo much, that he 
has been obliged to transfer ſome of them to me, that 
I may watch over their ſouls. Surely, did I look to 
my own inſufficiency, 1t would be preſumption in me 
to undertake ſuch a charge: but, I think it is the 
Lord's will that I ſhould do ſo, as I found ſome free- 
dom in ſpeaking to them. Oh, may I be enabled to 
warn the unruly, and comfort the feeble-minded ! I truſt, 
I ſhall inſpect narrowly into their ſtates: for, what 
do theſe meetings avail, if we be not reſolved to give 
up our bodies, ſouls, and ſpirits, into the hands of our 
gracious Creator and Redeemer. | 
Give my love to my dear uncle, and to Mary, my 
kind friend and ſiſter. May the Lord Almighty give 
you peace both now, and for ever ! 1 


+ - 0 — 
I n — — — 
—— . 1 — 
8 N 1 
—— ——— - n — - 
2 — — ———————ꝛ——— — — LT 
* * — — — . — 


ed — 
ESE) 
&71 4 T7 


Wh 

1 . 

11: Fi . 
] by 
B* * 

BIN 

1 

3 

8 pF "1 

1 

"I $48; f 
£115! 

41 : 
fit N. | 

ig mt 

4s * 
1 11 

y : } 
+37: i 
Oe VE. if 

1 

i 
+ 
$8 
* 


We 
Y 


[ 243 J | 
| Io0 her Aunt -.. 
os bo 5 Strang ford. May 29, 1776. 
My very dear Aunt, 8. nn | 
d AM now ſettled (glory be to my God) in my 
l | little cottage, content and thanktul, though not 
a in that meaſure my heart deſires. For oh! my whole 


y life would be too ſhort to ſhew forth his praiſe, and 


l, tell the wondrous things that he hath done for my 


1 ſoul, my greatly polluted ſoul. Oh, what a miracle! 
1 that I, even I, vile and miſerable, and ſo long tread- 
ing in the way that led to deſtruction, ſhould be now 
e called to leave a world, doomed to be burnt up, and 
at find reſt in the arms of ſeſu s 4g" 
to My dear aunt, what ſhould we live for, but to do the 
ne will of God here below, that fo we may finiſh our 
he courſe with joy. Let us keep our eye fixed on the 
e- great recompence of reward, leſt we ſhould grow 
to weary, or faint in our minds. It is through much 
|, tribulation we can ever enter the kingdom of God. 
at The righteous ſcarcely are Javed ; then, where ſhall the 
ve ungodly and the ſinner oper ? I believe, any one 
ur that follows Jeſus Chriſt in the regeneration will 


find oppoſition, both from within and without + but 


ny let us remember, for our comfort, that our merciful 
we High-Prieſt was tempted in all points liße as we are, 


and can, with every trial, make a way for us to eſcape, 
that we may be able to bear it; only let us 76% even 
unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin, and not fear what man 
can do unto us. I find the will of God ſo precious 
to me, in regard to my preſent abode, that I have not 
a wiſh to change it. Of late, I have met with many 
lore trials, but, I truſt, I ſhall be more than conqueror, 
through the ſtrength of him who led captivity cap- 
uve, | 
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244 J 
What an ill-grounded ſtory. is that, which ſome 
people are inclined to believe, that, when perſons 
are truly converted to God, they grow unmindful of 
relative duties; but J am ſure, experience will prove 
the contrary. Nuy, when we are brought to know 
God, I believe, a ſenſe of duty would incline us to 
fulfil them heartily, as unto the Lord, though before 
we might have been deficient in theſe particulars, 
-kniſtianity does not deſtroy natural affection, but re- 
nes it; bringing our paſſions into ſuch bounds, that 
ve no longer love the areature more than the Crea- 
tor, neither will we follow nor be led by the tradi- 
tions of men, when oppoſed to the commandments 
of God. If we do, we then ſet up an idol in our 
hearts, and our jealous God will not bear a rival. 
I may ſay, without lying, that J long to hear from 
you. May grace, mercy, and peace, be multiplied 
unto you, and my dear uncle. May ye be enabled 
to fight the good fight of faith together, and finally 
obtain an inheritance amonß them who are ſanctified, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant ! and 
that your little ones may be partakers of the ſame 
glorious hope, is the earneſt prayer of 4p 
Your truly affectionate niece, A. 8. 


. . * e e SN 4 *. r ITE ür . 


To her Aunt G 


ch Strang/ord. 

My deareſt Aunt, | | e 
LO RV be to my God! he comforts me, yea, 
F he refreſhes, yea, he upholds me, with the right 
hand of his righteouſneſs. What would I do, had! 
not an Almighty arm to ſuſtain me? When my heart 
and my ſtrength fail, he js the lifter up of my head, 
and puts a ſong of thankſgiving into my mouth. 
All the paſt week, I appeared quite deſtitute of all 
| * 1 ſpiritual 


L ws 
fpiritual light, but, this morning, God hath poured 
the oil of conſolation into my heart. Oh that I was 


once a pillar in the houſe of my God, that I might go 


out no more for ever! I think I only with to hve 
that I may magnify him. When I taſte his love, I 
almoſt long to be diffolved—TI pant for the living 
God, and the full fruition of thoſe joys at his right 
hand. What 1s there on earth worth even a thought ? 
All the vain things that charmed me moſt, I ſacri- 
fice them to his blood.” FL 

Mr. Smyth intends exhorting poor ſinners, in two 
different places, this week. He is ſorely tempted to 
think that he has no abilities fort a preacher. Oh 


pray that he may never grow weary in the labour of 


love, but continue ſtedfaſt, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as 
_ _—_ his labour will not be in vain 1n the 
ord. l OE > * s 
If your head be not too lofty for ſo lowly a roof 
as that of our cabbin, your preſence would, I truſt, 
ftrengthen him greatly. Much good, I believe, might 
be done here. Oh come ſhortly down to us, and 
the Lord, perhaps, will enable me to caſt of all floth, 
ſo that I may run with you on his errands. | 


* e Kk &&&& 
To her Aunt G 
My deareſt Aunt, 


* 


| W E had a moſt bleſſed claſs- meeting this even- 


VV ing: I think moſt of the brethren are grow- 
ing in grace. Oh. praiſe the Lord on their behalf, 


and on mine, for the Lord hath 1 and 


merciful to me, and hath reſtored my ſoul, refreſh- 


ing it as with new wine. 


If any thing could have moved me, I believe the 
diſappointment of your company, yeſterday, would 
| L 3 have 
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have done it: but (glory be to my God !) I think, in 
a meaſure, I have learned, in what/ouer Leue J am, 
therewith to be content. I would not chooſe any thing 
for myſelf." Let the Lord do with me as ſeemeth him 
good. Mr. Smyth deſires me to tell you he thinks 
yon very unkind, but he Jays the blame on Mary, 
who ought to conſider the good of many, more 
than her own gratification. Oh let her ir up the 
g of God that is in her, leſt the Lord take away 
the talent committed to her. All laſt week, I found 
much inclination to ſloth, and even ſleepineſs; yet 
my God enabled me to go on in the way of my duty, 
from houſe to houſe ; and I truſt my labour- was not 
in vain in the Lord. I ſee, let the ſtate of our own 
mind be what it will, that it is good to exhort ſinners 
to turn to the Lord. I am fure the way of duty is 
the way of ſafety. Oh may we both be enabled to 
walk therein, even unto the end! 5 


, e ee 8 fob S.. S. K. Se-. . 8 . th 2 
To her Aunt G=——, | 


Dublin, 1777. 

MY dear aunt, my heart often bleeds, as it 
were, for the diſeaſed flock of this on who, 

it is to be fear, dwell too much at eaſe in Zion; 
though, we have teaſon to return thanks to Almighty 
God, who hath made Mr. Smyth inſtrumental (how- 
ever unworthy) of ſtirring up ſome carelefs and luke- 
warm fouls, to endeavour to regain their fir/t love. 
I often fear that the variety of people I am obliged 
to viſit will hurt my poor foul. I have need, in- 
deed, continually to watch and pray, leſt I enter into 
temptation. Oh, how inconſiſtent with the love of 
God is conformity to this periſhing world! I believe 
it has been the bane of many a ſoul in this place. 
Oh that we may lead a dying life here below! that 
8 25 Our 


—— 


[ 29 ] 
our hearts and our treaſure may be in heaven! I am 
ſure I pant to be altogether my lovely Saviour's—to _ 
have all ſelf-will deſtroyed, and him to reign in me, 
and rule over my inward, and outward man. 

I may truly ſay, I long after you all in the North, 
and, were it the will of God, ſhould with to return 
immediately; but we ſhall be detained ſomewhat 
longer as the account of Mr. Smyth's trial is more 
tedious 1n printing, than we firſt imagined it would 
be. I am kept ſo buſy running up and down, that 
I have ſcarce an hour to myſelf. Oh that I may be 
enabled to finiſh the work which my heavenly Maſter 
has given me to do! I know I am moſt unprofitable 
—but my God can ſupply my every lack. 


r 
To her Aunt G——, fs; 


— 


— _ £ j f ' C F om ere ri « Wha wa — = 
2 AD Ent © ei > mb. NN 2 Nee — S . 12 4 1 n = 
__ N * * 9 2 RR y * 5 * NI 2 4 DE ue. CET: 1 Rr bears 
n "os 5 —— , 2 I Ee. A ot VOTES X b 16 8% A 3 7 . > p * y 
. — ho. 6 « 7s 7 % a — * — . 8 85 n ay 4 es * Nr — n 
R an p a 


232 


* Was © ” 


| | 2 Pope . Down« 

OON after the receipt of my dear aunt's letter, 

I poured out my ſoul in prayer to the Moſt 
High, and found a ſtrong confidence that your pre- 
ſent diſtreſs, as well as mine, would, in due time, 
work in us both the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs. 
The enemy, indeed, came in upon me, like a flood, 
ſince my late confinement ; repreſenting to me that 
I neither did good to myſelf, nor others—that my, 
days paſſed uſeleſsly away, as I was continually em- 
ployed at home—and that, inſtead of being zealous 
for him who died for me, I was only living unto my- 
ſelf: but I begin to ſee it was a ſtratagem of the 
tempter, as, from my great weakneſs of body, it 
could not have been otherwiſe. O my dear aunt, I 
think I have reaped ſome profitable knowledge from 
my late illneſs, viz. that while we have health and 
ſtrength, we ſhould make our calling and election 
Jure, and that we ſhould run the way of God's com- 
0 8 mandments, 
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mandments, before the night cometh, wherein no man 
can work, Some time ago I thought nothing fo de- 
ſirable as death. I ſeemed to have a loathing for all 
_ earthly things, and often longed to go hence, no more 
to be ſeen: but oh, when I was tried, I found all fear 
of death was not taken away from me, and I had 
ſcarce power to look up unto the hills from whence 
cometh my ſalvation. Oh, what would I have given 
for one glimpſe of the reconciled Saviour! Then ! 
thought I could have departed in peace. Indeed, as 
to worldly friendfhips, I could bid adieu to them; 
but oh, I wanted a heart full of love to him who'died 
to redeem a loſt race. | 
I can feel for you in your preſent deſertion. M 
ſoul well remembers the wormwood and gall of fuch 
a ſtate; but, let us hearken with joy to thoſe pro- 
miles, He giveth power to the faint, and to them that 
have no might he increaſeth ſtrength. When thou 
paſſeſt through the waters, he will be with thee, and 
through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee—when 
thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee. Therefore, 
comfort yourſelf with theſe words, knowing that the 
Lord will ſhortly bruiſe Satan under your feet: for, 
thus ſaith the Lord, thy Redeemer, For a ſinall mo- 
ment have 1 forſaken thee, but with great mercies 
will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face 
from e for a moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs 
4 auill I have mercy on thee. And again he Lal Lor 
the inaguity of his covetouſuęſs was 1 wroth, and he 
went on frowardly in the way of his heart. I have 
ſcen his ways, and will heal him. I will lead him, alſo, 
and reſtore comforts to him and his mourners. Indeed, 
my dear aunt, I am ſure the withdrawing of the Al- 
nughty has often been a means of keeping me low, 
and mindful of what I was, deſtitute of his grace. 


$0 


[- 249 J 


« Oh, may we into nothing fall, 
And thou, O Chriſt; be alt in all!“ 


+$4SS$$S$SÞSIE ESE SSI SESSS reren ? 
To her Aunt G.“ 


+ 

Dublin, May 2, 1781. 
MY dear aunt, be ſtrong, and of a good cou- 6h 
rage: thy God will undertake for thee, in Wes: 
que ſealon. My heart tenderly bears a part in your 46 
ſorrow—bleſſed be God that this is not the place of 
our reſt; but that there remaineth a reſt for the peo- 
ple of God. Our tender loving Saviour knows. 
what fierce temptations mean, for he has felt the 
{ame ; and, therefore, will ſuccour you in the hour 
of trial, covering your defenceleſs head with the 
ſhadow of his wings. I think I may ſay with Jane 
Cooper, “ love the tempted followers of the Lamb 
above all others.” Surely, bearing the croſs, we ſhall 
wear the crown: therefore | | 


« Let's follow on, and cloſe to Jeſus cleave— 
Let's follow on, and Jeſus never leave. 
Hitherto he has been 

Our preſerver from fin, 
And I truſt he will ſave to the end.” 


On reading over a letter of bleſſed Mr. Garret's, now 
with the Lord, I was ſtruck with the following ſen- 
tences. © I muſt ſuffer, until meet for glory: and 
what powerful grace is neceſſary to reconcile a hu- 
man heart unto the croſs! Nothing leſs than the 
Holy Spirit could give St. Paul:the deſire of knowing 
Chriſt in the fellowſhip of. his ſufferings: and the 
more we come up to the divine ſtandard here, the 
more ſhall we be like him in heaven. Very few 
know the bleſſings of ſelf-denial fewer deſire to be 
| L 5 c.rucified 
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crucified to the world: but the /ecret of the Lord i 
with them that fear him; and they who do not avoid 
the croſs, when it is their duty to take it up, will find, 
like the three children in Daniel, that Jeſus wil 
more immediately be with them. Now, what man 
would refufe the furnace, were he ſure of {ſuch com- 
pany ? Little does the world underſtand of the hap- 
pineſs of thoſe who ſuffer for the teſtimony of Jeſus 
—for keeping a pure conſcience, with love unfeign- 
ed.” The words of this good man ſeem like a Voice 
from che dead, ſaying, 


« Ariſe my love, and come away— 
No earthly joy is worth thy ſtay.“ 


[ Oo 4h 32s 32e 9% 20 8 65 rere Ste ts Le 42s 42s 3s a 1 4 


To her Aunt G 


| Dublin, July 22, 1781, 

M. "FT negligence 1 in not ſooner anſwer- 
ing my beloved aunt's laſt kind letter, I hope 

the will pA impute to want of love (which, indeed, 
is very far from my heart) but to the real cauſe, | 
namely, many temporal concerns, in which I have 
been neceſſarily engaged of late, having removed 
to our new habitation, where, I truſt, the God of 


| Ifrael will be honoured. Oh that I may walk be- 


fore him with a perfett heart, and with a willing 


„mind! for, truly, his fordice is perfect ae 


and I deſire no other A but 


«A liberty to ſerve my God, 
* * eſchew all fin. 
This i is our calling's glorious hope, 
Ev'n inward holineſs : | 
| For this to Jeſus I look up 
4 calmly wait for this,” 
O Lord, 


F ax 2 


0 Lord, diſap oint me not of my expedctation. 
Thou knoweſt the deſire of my heart is, to love, 


honour, and obey thee, 


« While here on earth I ſlay: _ 
Then ſhalt I ſing thy lovely name, 
When all things elſe decay.” 


. 


Indeed, my dear aunt, your warm expreſſions of 


tender love to an unworthy worm filled my heart 


with gratitude, and my eyes with tears. I truſt 
the Lord will bring you out of the trait things you 
now ſuffer, into the wide, and that you will fee the 
defire of your heart in the converſion of my uncle, 
and your children. Faint not in the day of adver- 
ſity. The Lord, even the moſt Mighty, can over- 
come the moſt rebellious hearts; and trials are 
neceſſary to purify his children, before they can 
offer unto him an offering in righteouſneſs. Dear 
miſs Johnſon, in a letter I lately received, ſays, 
© Tribulation, awaits us it is our badge; and there- 
by it may be ſeen to whom we belong. We ſhall 
not have our portion in this life, but humbly hope 
to have our lot amongſt the ſaints.” In another 
part, ſhe ſays, * Oh that we may all learn, by the 
things we are daily ſeeing among the Lord's peo- 
ple, that the church militant upon earth muſt paſs 
through the fire, and through the water, ere they 
come into the wealthy place—the 5 5 of pure, 
peaceable, neh humble love!“ Then ſhe adds, 
This is the place J am panting after; and thither, 
by grace, I believe I ſhall arrive; as I am now con- 
ſcious that every touch of pain, whether from 
friends, enemies, body, or mind, is all making to- 
wards this one thing, to reftify a poor fallen crea- 
ture, and reſtore my difordered ſpirit.” ' She informs 
me that the Lord has been pleaſed to ſend a ſacred 
dew upon the people both at Kingſwood - and 


_ 


1 | 
Briſtol. - Mr. Fletcher has been among them, and 
3 ſeveral ſermons, which were owned by 
vs Maſter. She ſays, likewiſe, that in his own 
pariſh, there has been a great revival. To God he 
the glory! I imagine that this bleſſed inſtrument 
of good is not likely to thine Jong as a light here 
below, my ſiſter-in-law having wrote me word that 

5 he is now very ill; but he is a gift lent from the 

Lord, which we ſhould be willing to reſtore, when 
he is pleaſed to take him to his great reward. 

My ſiſter writes in good ſpirits, and ſeems to hope 
that ſhe will profit much by the bleſſed people at 
Leeds, many of whom have behaved very kindly 
to her—among the reſt, a miſs S———n, who, 
with youth, beauty, and great proſpects in life, 
counts all but loſs, for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt her Saviour, for whoſe ſake ſhe 
ſeems truly crucified to the world, and the world 
unto her. Vorkſhire may be called the garden of 


Wy, the Lord, from the many trees of righteouſneſs, which 
1 his right hand hath planted. » 5 
#08 My kind ſalutation to all who love our Lord 


. . , 7 
in Liſburn, and elſewhere. I truſt we ſhall meet 


„With our harps in our hands, interrupted no 
more, £5 


5 : There gladly to ſing, to rejoice, and adore.” | 
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— 1 To her Aunt G . 

1 ; 

1 . | 
1 . 3 Dublin, Auguſt 1781. 
Wn My deareſt Aunt, 13 
WW 1 I AM weak, but God is mighty, who, I truſt, 


« Will quickly appear, 
His mourner to cheer.” 


Alas! 


1 


d Alas! how little conſolatipn is to be found in the 
y creature ! but if Jeſus, ſpeak one word, we have 
n true joy. May he give you that bread from heaven, 
© which is the ſtaff of li ; 
It N 
e Ho ſhould we fink without that prop, 
at Which bears the world, and all things up!” 
fe 
n I hope God's over-ruling Providence has permit- 
| ted Phil's preſent illneſs, to prevent his intended 
e departure for Jamaica. It muſt be a great ſtroke to 
it WW Aa parent's heart, to have a child ſo far ſeparated ; 
y eſpecially when one conſiders the numberleſs temp- 
, tations. and ſnares he muſt be expoſed to; but 1 
Py truſt this heavy trial will not come on you, except 
[= it be to anfwer ſome wiſe and happy end, known 
e only unto him who ſeeth things afar off. May 
a your preſent afflictions drive you cloſer and cloſer 
f to his beloved embrace, who appointeth them all 
h by weight and meaſure, _ E- 
For ſome time paſt, it has been thought that poor 
1 Mr. W —— was dying; but there is now a change 
t for the better. He ſuffered much from anguith of 
3 ſpirit in the beginning of his illneſs; but, lately, 
1 8. the Lord has bound up his wounds, and poured in 
0 the oil and wine of his love, To that Mr. Smyth 


lays he ſeems to rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and 
full of glory, longing to be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chrift. Oh, what a God is our God, ſo long- 
ſuffering, merciful, and good! 8 5 
I am infirm in body; but it is mercy all. I be- 
lieve I ſhall not write to you again till the Lord be 
pleaſed to deliver me of my preſent burden. I 
have a truly valuable friend and companion in dear 
Mrs. Bd, whoſe kindneſs to me, in number- 
leſs inſtances, is great. She is to be with me in the 
approaching trying ſeaſon. Indeed, the has been 
a fuccourer of many—a true friend to the 
5 and 
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and diſtreſſed. Oh, how ſweet it is, when the rich 
become low, poor in ſpirit, walking before God in 
all humility of mind! 


eee e e 
To her Aunt G 


0 
7 — 


Dublin. 
My 8 Aunt, 


1 HAVE been lately brought to the gates of 
death; but God has been pleaſed to deliver me 
from going down to the pit, and has given me 
ſpace to repent, that he may perfect what is lackin 
In my ſoul, which I ſtill feel fo polluted with . 
lin, that it cauſes me to mourn in ſecret. 


« Oh that the Gombortes 3 come, 
Nor viſit as a tranſient gueſt 5 
But fix in me his conſtant home, | 

And dwell for ever in my breaſt | uf? 


Indeed, I cannot _ i till I xperience full 
redemption in his blood. Oh it is Ami K 
to renew the ſoul in righteouſneſs! 1 


” Lay to thy hand, Almighty Lord— 
My reigning fin ſubdue : 

Drive the old dragon from my heart, 
With his infernal crew. 


To Jeſu's name let all things now 
A trembling homage pay : 

Oh let my ſtubborn {oul ſubmit— 
My flif-neck'd will obey !* 


How httle do we ſometimes know of o 
when we think ourſelves rich, and incregſed with 
ſpiritual 


— 
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ſpiritual goods, and have need of nothing, till we are 
made ſenſible of our deep poverty, by te candle of 
the Lord forbearing to ſhine, and leaving us to our 
nature's night: then we ſee, alas! that all is of 
grace—all is freely given—and that God maketh 
us to differ from others, only by the grace he hath 
given us. Oh, may we ever abide in deep ſelf- 
abaſement before him, aſſured that there is nothing 


, which we have not received, but that all is the 

undeſerved gift of God, through the Son of his love, 
f Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, who ever liveth to make 
& interceſhon for us! e ; 
e Mr. Smyth's time is moſtly taken up, at preſent, 


with Mr. F. , Who, it is thought, is dying. 
do truſt that his dear mother's prayers will be 
anſwered in his converſion to the living God. O0 
Lord, let the travail of her ſoul, and her Redeem- 
er's ſoul, be ſatisfied! She is really a bright example 
to the court, ſo that they are without excuſe, being 
clothed with humility, which is a great adorning in 
her ſtation of life, or, indeed, in any other. She 
favours Mr. Smyth with her correſpondence, which 
is, truly, a very edifying one. She ſeems choſen 
in the furnace of affliction ; but, in a little time, 
all will be calmneſs, joy, and peace, in the kingdom 
of her Father above. What a blefling is it to the 
true Chriſtian, to know that he is only a ſtranger 
and pilgrim upon earth, and that heaven is his 
home! Oh, may we all labour to enter into that 
reſt, by cleanſing ourſelves from all filthineſs both 
of fleſh and ſpirit! t 5 oo 


LY 


„% God wills ne ſhould holy be 


That holineſs I long to feel — = 
My ſoul is athirſt for it. Lord, hear, and arifwer, | 


. ; " 


To 
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To her Aunt G- 1 


Kulliney, June 18, 1782. 


My very dear Aunt, | 

dA John has been unwell, and Jane has ſome 
| very alarming ſymptoms of a conſumption, I 
have brought them here to drink the goat's whey. 

ane is really very tractable, and I would fain hope 
ihe will prove a blefling to us, if ſpared in the land 
of the living; but if God be pleaſed to recall her, 
or any other gift, may I be humbled under his 
mighty hand, and cheerfully reſign myſelf, and all 
that is mine, , unto his all-wiſe diſpoſal. 1 

Having three children with me, and no ſervant 
of my own, I am kept very buſy ; but this need 
not interrupt my communion with God, were I not 
unfaithful to my light: for I may ſay with Armelle 
Nicolas, 


« He hath taught me himſelf, that a work which I do 
For his ſake, is a pray very real and true.“ 


I do truſt it was not in vain Mr. Smyth was ſent 
into theſe parts, as there is already a noiſe and a 
ſhaking among the dry bones. We have a little 
congregation, morning and evening, on the Lords 
day, and a prayer-meeting every other day. Laſl 
Sunday. one old woman cried out aloud for mercy, 
and really ſpoke (one would have thought) with the 
voice of inſpiration. A gauger's wife, alſo, and 
her daughter, are feeking the Lord with many tears: 
the latter ſeems not far from the kingdom of God. 
Her underſtanding 1s greatly enlightened. They 
are both convinced that the world leth in wickednejs, 
and are determined, on their return to Dublin, to 


join the Methodiſt-ſociety. 


We 
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We expect my poor dear father, in a fhort time, 
to live with us. Oh, may we be enabled to ſhew 
him all dutiful love and obedience! I have a ſweet 
hope that God is chooſing him in the furnace of 
affliction, to make him his own child by adoption 
and grace. O my Lord, aſſiſt thy poor duft and 


alhes to win him to Chriſt, who is, truly, the beſt 


portion in time, and through eternity. | 

I find that my dear aunt is, in ſome degree, de- 
prived of the light of God's countenance, which ſhe 
once enjoyed; yet I doubt not but it will anſwer 
ſome good end. By deſertion we are often brought 


to ſee our great wretchedneſs, and need of an all- 


ſufficient Saviour, who is able to ſave unto the 
uttermoſt all that come unto God through him. I 
ſhall. tranſcribe a paſſage I met, this morning, in 
reading, which pleaſed me. I come, Lord, to 
reſtore to thee what thou haſt given, and I freely 
relinquiſh it, to enter again into my own nothing- 
neſs. For, what is the moſt perfect creature in 
heaven or earth, in thy preſence, but a void, capa- 
ble of being filled with thee, and by thee?” Oh, 
indeed, we have nothing that we have not received: 
therefore, to God be all the glory of our ſalvation. 


$43000$9$9$22090009$$05000003$$#39#>#E 
„To her Aunt” 6 


Dublin, October 13, 1782, 


My ever dear Aunt, 7 
CANNOT leave Ireland without bidding you 
farewell, in the name of the Lord. On Fuel- 

day next we intend to embark for Holyhead, and 
trom thence to proceed to London. We go, not 
knowing the things that may befall us; but a happy 
conſciouſneſs that we follow what we believe to be 


the 


| L 253 J 
the will of God concerning us, will, I truſt, ſupport 
us in the trying hour. Truly, my dear aunt, this 
is a vale of miſery and tears; but, bleſſed are they 
who w/e it as a well, leaving behind them all filihi. 
neſs of fleſh and ſpirit. I often think on theſe lines, 


which were once powerfully applied to my heart, 


« As many gays as here I live, 
So many muſt I ſuffer here.” 
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O my Lord, if this be thy will, uphold this Weak 
ſoul of mine, and endue it with much ſtrength. 
If I do bear about in my body the dying of the 
Lord Jeſus, let the life, alſo, of Jeſus A made 
manifeſt in my mortal fleſh. I ſee I am not called 
to eaſe, but rather to endure affliftion, as a good 
ſoldier of Chriſt, Oh, may I be faithful unto 
death ! Surely, e | 7-0 


It is my one deſire 
His only love to know, 
To feek, and taſte no other bliſs 
No other good below.“ | 


John and Mary we take with us— ſane ftays with 
her aunt—and the young child we have left with 
a careful perſon in Dublin to dry-nurſe. Oh that 
I may caſt all my care upon God 8 them! 
for, his protection is better than any care I could 
take of them, though I were always preſent with 
them. And now, my dear aunt, 1 muſt bid you 
adieu, beſeeching the Father of mercies, and God 
of all conſolation, to ſtrengthen you by his Spirit's 
might, that you may endure unto the end, and meet, 
in the kingdom of our Saviour, : 

Your unworthy Niece, but truly affettionate 
Siſter and Friend. 3 
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To 


PF 
Toa Chriſtian Sifter, who was alſo a Relation. 


Caſileward. 
My dear Siſter Mary, | 
1 HAD fondly imagined I ſhould have ſeen you 
and brother B yeſterday :| however, I 
truſt, I ſhall ſay always, The will of the Lord be 
done.” I think I am made, every day, more ſen- 
ſible, that, except Jeſus be in the midſt of us, it is 
in vain we meet. "Thanks to my dear friend for 
her kind admonitions. It is indeed moſt neceſſary 
for us daily to examine whether we are 1n the 
faith. I bleſs God I find my mind invariably fixed 
to ſerve him; yet, alas! I muſt "confeſs, not with 
that warmth and holy zeal, with which I would 
. with to be fired, while attending on him in his 
ordinances : but, though oftentimes in heavinels, 
I cannot give up my claim. Oh no—to whom 
ſhould I fly, but anto him who hath the words: of 
eternal life? Gracious Lord, when LI refiett on my 
great unworthineſs, is it not a miracle that thou 
ſhouldſt take ſuch a wretch into thy boſom ?_ 
The work of the Lord goes on proſperouſly here 
John C——'s diſobedient daughter was made 
happy by being reconciled to her — Father, 
and earthly parent, in the ſame night Farewell 
May every bleſſing in time and in eternity, await 


you, prays _- | 1 
| Your affectionate Siſter in Chriſt, 

— 4444444200242 40 
To a [Chriſtian Siſter. 
. 


Y dear, dear Mary, I love you greatly. Oh, 
how thall I long to hear of your vo 
ure 
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Sure I. am, yea, I have confidence in the Lord, that 


this preſent affliction will be for your eternal good. 
Perhaps, your new ſphere of life might have alie- 


nated your affections from your heavenly Bride- 


groom, had he not laid you on this bed of ſickneſs, 


Where, I doubt not, he will ſpeak comfortably to 


you, and bring you out of 1t, refined from much 
corruption. Oh, yes—the Lord will be the lifter- up 
of your head, and your preſent help in every time 
of trouble. | 1 
Glory be to God! I have enjoyed pretty good 
health, fince my return here; and, what is better, 
I found conſolation from on high, during the Jove- 
feaſt at Dunsford, laſt Sunday. I was in a hea 


frame when Mr. Smyth began to ſpeak his experi- 
ence; but, before he concluded, my heart was 
inflamed with love and- gratitude to the giver of 
every good and perfect gift, who had done ſuch 


great things for his ſoul, by humbling him, and 
giving him grace to deſire no happineſs beneath the 


fun. My thankfulneſs was then increaſed, by hear. 
ing H 


| C teſtify of the long-ſuffering 
of God, which had led him to repentance. I may 
fay he was the firſt: fruit in Dunsford, and he ſeems 
to retain his firſt love. When ſpeaking of the way 
in which he and others aſſembled to hear Mr. Smyth 
preach, he ſaid, © We all came together, as fo 


many beaſts, to look at one another.” Oh, with 


what feeling did he expreſs his emotions! Many 
others appeared to be . hang aſſiſted to ſpeak to 
the edification, and comfort of their brethren : in 
ſhort, it was a feaſt of love. Oh, may I be more 
thankful for the bleſſed privileges I enjoy, and live, 
hereafter, more to the glory of that God, who hath 
called me out of darkneſs into his marvellous light! 


We have reaſon to be thankful, and need to be 
humble, never ſtanding till, but always abounding 
| N r 
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in 1 the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we now that 


our labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 
My father would not conſent to William's re- 
moval. I was reſigned. I defire that my felf-will 


may be broken, being ſo ſhort-ſighted as not to 


know what would prove for the beſt. I am con- 
vinced that the creatures are all in the Lord's hand, 
who can make them forward, or prevent, what he 
ſees fit for his children. May the Almighty God 
of Jacob encompaſs you, and him you are ſo nearly 
united to, as with walls and bulwarks, that fo, walk- 
ing hand in hand toward the heavenly Canaan, ye 
may, at laſt, enter the joy of your Lord: 


debe eee 
To a Chriſtian Siſter. 
Caſtleward. 
OW much indebted am I to my dear ſiſter 
Mary for her valuable letters! Indeed, I 
would be an enemy to myſelf, were I to omit 
anſwering them. I am a cold, dead creature, want- 
ing all helps to rekindle the languid flames of 
divine love. Oh, when it is well with you, re- 
member a poor wretch, unworthy of the many 
bleſſings and tneans of grace J daily enjoy. Your 
mother, I ſuppoſe, will give you a pleaſing account 
of the mighty things which the Lord hath wrought, 
in the pariſh of Dunsford. Surely, he is now 
ſhortening the days, before his coming to judgment. 
Oh that we may have our lamps trimmed, and our 
lights burning, ready 9 meet the heavenly Bride- 
groom, at his appearing! 
I truſt our merciful Saviour will make: the bodily 
ſickneſs you have lately been afflicted with, a means 


of your fuller ſanctification. Bear continually in 


mind' thoſe gracious words, and be comforted, 7 
have 
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aſking what doctrines he preached, ] 
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have choſen thee in the furnace of alflickion. Happy 


the ſoul that can rejoice amidſt the flames, looking 
to the recompence of reward! _ - 


7 i 


B — informed me, this morning, that 
as the congregation at Dunsford were waiting for 
their miniſter, laſt Sunday, he retired to the back 
of the church, and gave them an exhortation. 
When the miniſter came, and was told that moſt 
of his pariſhioners were gone to hear Mr. Smyth, 
he replied, Mr. Smyth is a fool I ſuppoſe he 
carries the keys of heaven in his pocket.“ Then, 


B 
ſaid, © Repentance towards God, and faith in our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that he would be judged 


by the homilies of the church;” to which the 
other made anſwer, © Oh, theſe have been long ago 
exploded.” ; | 

If you knew what a wonderful work 1s going 
forward, you could not forbear coming to ſee us. 
Oh, come, then, and behold theſe happy people; 
redeemed of the Lord. Why are you ſo unwilling? 
Be aſſured I am, moſt ſincerely, —— 

| Your affectionate kinſwoman, and Thai 


n 
To a Chriſtian Siſter. 

| CaſUleward, June 4, 1 776, 

| My very dear Mary, - 


1 CONFESS I have been very remiſs in not 


renewing my correſpondence with you. At this 
diſtance, how reviving muſt it prove, to hear that 
you ſtand faſt in the Lord! Mr. Weſley's motto to 
his ſeal is, Believe, love, obey,” 1 ſurely in- 


cludes the whole law and goſpel. 
| | « 
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« Oh may our one defire be this, 


God's only love to know! 
To ſeek and taſte no other bliſs — 
No other, good below!“ 


\ . | | 
I was near being brought into a dreadful ſnare 


by the deſire of cleanlineſs. This paſſion too much 
indulged is the more dangerous, as it carries with 
it the appearance of ſomething laudable. Indeed, 
when we can be clean, without the leaſt degree of 
carefulneſs, it is well: but, if we have ſervants 
otherwiſe inclined, I believe it better to ſubmit to 
any thing, rather than ſuffer our minds to wander 
from the living God; therefore, in this, alſo, I find 
it good to take up my c10's. What a bleſſed thing 
is it to deny ourſelves, for the kingdom of heaven's 
ſake, even in things that are lauful, but which, we 
find from experience, are not expedient, Nothing, 


I know, advances my growth in the knowledge of 


my dear Lord and Saviour, fo much as having my 
body entirely dead and buried with Chriſt; then 
every thing belonging to the Spirit grows and 
proſpers. Lord Jeſus, come, and ſweep my heart 
from all earthly, ſenſual defires ; 


„That all my pow'rs, with all their might 
In thy ſole glory may unite.” 


The old dragon is very buſy here. The dean has 
been endeavouring to perſuade Mr. Smyth's pa- 
riſhioners to draw up a petition. againſt him, to be 
preſented to the biſhop ; but I think it is not likely 
to take effect. Be that as it will, I am perfectly 
content, and can ſay from the bottom of my heart, 
„ The will of the Lord be done.” If it did appear 
his good pleaſure, Wthink I could 2 in it, as 
I cannot at all approve of church- government, 
however prejudiced' in its favour, in my youth. 


It 
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1 11 draws late: May God keep you in 4 this 
night, and to the end of your warfare. 


BODBHOSGGGUDDD GOOG OR CHMLEDEDNG 
To a Chriſtian Siſter. 


| 2 
I dear Mary's en en letter drew tears 


from my eyes. I loathe and abhor myſelf 
when I hear you can be employed in worldly work, 
and go through it without anxiety or carefulneſ;, 
It is not ſo with me: I know, were I faithful, my 
God would be with me through the fire, and through 
the water. But oh! my deceitful heart is continu. 
ally ſtarting aſide, like a broken bow. I am full of' 
heavineſs—ſhame hath covered my face: but I will 
lay my complaint upon myſelf. I will fay, in the 
bitterneſs of my ſoul, © O God, do not condemn 
me.” I feel myſelf the vileſt of the vile, and appear 
little better than a fool. But, ſure, the Lord's 


mercies are not clean gone * ever. I truſt he 


will yet lift upon me the light of his countenance. 
We are ſhut up in Sodom here—no godly perſon 
to take ſweet counſel together with us - they are 
all ſtrangers to our griets and joys. Think, then, 
how it muſt have refreſhed us to hear we are ſo 
ſoon to ſee you, and our dear brother. Oh delay 
not your coming I have much need of ghoſtly 
advice. The very thoughts of ſeeing you cheers 


me. May the Maſter of aſſembles bleſs our meet. 


ing, that it may be in the Spirit! I have not got 
another ſervant yet; ſo you may ſuppoſe I am kept 
very buſy. I think I could be content, were | 
aſſured it was the will of God concerning me: but, 
as I do not find the teſtimony that my works are 
Na to the Lord, I rather fear my ſubtle enemy 


taken. the advantage of my preſent ſituation, by 
+ encumbering 


this 
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ncumbering me with mary things, thus making 
In cares of the world choke” the good ſeed. But, 
may miſtake : perhaps, this trial may be ſent in 
mercy to humble my proud heart. If fo; the will 
of my God be done. May I be weaned from all 
creature-good, and have my heart and converſation 
in heaven! At preſent, I am only fit to be trodden 
under foot of men, and think I deſerve to be deſpiſed 
of God, myſelf, and every creature, I return your 
mother my warmeſt love for her lively letter, to 
whom, as well as you, and my dear uncle, Iam 
An affectionate kinſwoman, and friend. 


0390 DOOMMMMNMNMMMNMHHMMHMNMINMMIHMNHNMNF 
To a Chriſtian Siſter. - 

| | Strang ford. 

My dear Siſter, a ee ” 
T is the deſire of my foul, that I may /o run as 


ſuch a progreſs in grace as I ought to do. At other 


times, I think the Lord is keeping the beſt wine 


tor the laſt; and though my conſolation: is not as 
ſtrong as it —_— as been, I truſt he is bring- 
ing me out of great tribulation, and that he will 
vet make me meet for his kingdom. Oh, how 
little did J know of the deceitfulneſs of my heart, 


atter I experienced the loving-kindneſs of the Lord 


but he has now brought me into the wilderneſs, 
proving me, and ſhewing me what is in my heart, 
in order to do me good (as I believe) in my latter 
end. as 18 


I ſuppoſe you have heard that Mary has made a 


match tor herſelf. _ God forgive her! She uſed me 


very ill, in many reſpects; but, as love covereth the 
multitude of fins, I ſhall not mention particulars. 


am now in a perilous fituation, almoſt conflantly 


employed 
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employed in menial work. I often fear, that, like 
Martha, I ſhall be cumbered with much feruing. 
think I am not as reſigned as I ſhould be. Oh that 
I may do and ſuffer the whole will of God, without 
murmuring, or complaining ! but I am too apt 10 
liſten to Satan, who injects this temptation, that 1 


could ferve God more acceptably in ſome other 


fituation. O my dear Mary, my heart is deſperately 
unclean, Often I find a riſing of impatience. 
What need have I to pray, with Thomas a Kempis, 
] beſeech thee, my moſt gracious God, preſerve 


me from the cares of this life, leſt I be entangled 


thereby, and from the many neceſſities of the body, 
left I ſhould be broken with troubles, and over. 
thrown.” I mean to get ſome perſon in the houſe 
for a few weeks, till I have time to look out for 
a proper ſervant. Oh, let you, and my dear aunt, 


- unite in prayer that I may be kept humble, and 


patient, ſerving the Lord, and doing his will, from 


the ground of my heart. 


| AMHMHMHHHMNHNMHHHM$3 043093 {$13 45 (3234-13 0545 


| To a Chriſtian Siſter. 


1 my dear Mary, are you ſo 
long ſilent? Do not forget an unworthy 
ſiſter. * for the fouleſt of the foul the 
Prince of glory deigned to die; and though I con- 
fels myſelf ſuch, and am, in the fight of a pure 
God, moſt abominable, yet I am emboldened to 
claim the remembrance of the dear followers of the 
lowly. Lamb. I long after you all, but more for 
the. full image of God to'be reſtored to my polluted 
ſoul. I thirſt for thoſe ſacred. ſtreams which make 
lad the city of God, and for the application of the 
Flood of ſprinkling, which alone can cleanſe from 
all fin. Oh that I were pure in heart! Then Ba 
I con- 
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I continually e God in all 1 did, or ſuffered. 1 
beg to be remembered in much love to all our dear 
friends, particularly Mrs. C-——'s houſehold. I 
meet with many trials, and have, moſtly, a ſpiritual 
languor over me, which almoſt renders me uſeleſs. 
Oh, pray that I may ſo paſs the time of my ſojourn- 
ing here, as that, finally, I may fee my lovely 
Jeſu's face, when this veil of fleſh is caſt afide.+ 
Commend to the God of all grace one who is, 
moſt aſſuredly, much united to you in the bonds 
of goſpel- love. 
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My dear Mary, 5 
HAVE reaſon to adore the God of all grace 
and mercy, who, I think, has made my voyage 
to the Iſle of Man a means of reſtoring my health. 
I was very ill for a few days after we landed, inſo- 
much that I ſometimes thought I ſhould have laid 
my bones in Douglas; yet 1 repented not my jour- 
ney. O my dear Mary, the Lord has done marvel- 
lous things in that iſland. Seldom have I ſeen peo- 
ple who appear to have ſuch ſimplicity, and godly 
lincerity. They ſeem, indeed, like new-born babes, 
to deſire the — milk of the word, that they 
may grow thereby. All the inhabitants of Peel, in 
general, are attached to the Methodiſts. Even the 
rich acknowledge the work to be of God, and re- 
port that he is in his people, of a truth. I think 
I did not hear an oath, all the time I was there. 
As the wind was againſt us, we were detatned much 
longer than we intended ſtaying; but I believe the 
Lord permitted it to be ſo; for Mr. Smyth's con- 
gregations were very large, although he preached 
| M2 twice 
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twice a day: and, indeed, his mouth ſeemed to be 


opened, both to deal out the terrors of the Lord, 


and to comfort thoſe who were weary of their 


ſins. To him who made the mouth be all the 


praiſe. 13 15 (10 eee 
The foundation-ſtone of our preaching-houſe was 
laid with prayer yeſterday. Oh, may God bring 
forth the top-ſtone with joy. Mr. Smyth thinks 
the Lord will not ſuffer it to lie unfiniſhed, and 
therefore begins in faith upon a ſmall ſum. 


| $0000000000000000000000005000000450+ 


To a Chriſtian Siſter. 

00 W Down. 
I DARE not accuſe my dear ſiſter of unkindneſs 
for not writing to me in my late trials. Indeed, 

I have impatiently longed for a line either from 
you, or my dear aunt, theſe ſeveral poſts : but, I 
ſuppoſe, it is good, ſometimes, for our molt allow. 
able deſires to be croſſed. Certainly, inordinate 


aſſection for any thing, or creature, deſerves the 
rod. Oh, bleſſed be my God for laying ſtripes 


upon my back! Oh that my ſtubborn neck may 


bow down to his fweet yoke! that, in every ſitua. 


tion of life, I may be therewith content. Indeed, 
J do long to be altogether a Chriſtian. I thirſt to 
be all my God's, and to have no paſſion but his 
love. He ſeems to be lengthening out my ſpan 
of days, till he makes me ripe for the ſickle. I 


find much affection for my dear friends in Liſburn, 


thoſe I mean who love the Lord Feſus in fincertty. 
If it were the will of God, I could with to com- 
mune with them, once more, upon the things that 
make for our eternal peace. T 

Early in the morning, on Thurſday laſt, we had 


a bleſſed ſacrament, in Mr. T-—'s kiln. I thought, 


ſhortly 
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ſhortly after receiving, that my ſpirit was going te 
be ſeparated from its earthly tabernacle. Indeed, I 
was extremely ill for ſome time. Though I was 
much comforted, a little before, yet I was ſenſible 
that fin ſtill remained in me, which was /the only 
ting I found. Gladly for heaven,/would/Tleave the 
things of earth. I think, I had ſtrôr confidence 
that God would not require my/ ſoul, nll he per- 
fected his work therein. O my. dear Mary, 1 ar- 
dently deſire to have holineſs engraven on my heart. 
I never more clearly faw the neceſſity of entire 
ſanctification. How I pant for all the mind that 


was in Chriſt Jeſus! When my God fulfils the deſire 


of my ſoul, I ſhall be meek and lowly in heart. * 
I had a pleaſing account from my ſiſter, this day, 
in regard to Plunket-Street. She ſays there is a 
Welchman come over, under whoſe ſermon, laſt 
Sunday, many were comforted, and one ſet at 
liberty. Surely, we ſhould all rejoice at this, though 
our ſentiments may ſomewhat differ... 5 
Little Samuel appears as if he would not long be 
an inhabitant of earth; but God is able to raiſe the 
dead. Into his hands, from the bottom of my heart, 
I have committed him, and really would not chooſe 
life or death, were it at my option. I am fatnified 
that God doth all things well. A 


% 
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To a Chriſtian Sifter. 


I REJOICE in the proſpect of ſeeing my dear 
Mary, though our interview has been retarded 
by my ſore throat, which has confined me to the 
houſe, ſince Wedneſday laſt. Surely, faith will 
acknowledge the hand of the Lord, in this caſe. 
Perhaps, had I been out for ſome days, I might 


have fallen into a ſnare, which I have AY 


Mg | eſcaped. 


| 1 4 
. efcaped. - Oh that I could continually live as fei 
Aim who ts inviſible. Doubtleſs, in many inſtances, 
we may ſay, The Lord was here, and I knew it noi. 
Oh that I may walk in the hight, as he is in the light! 
that, Reſt guided by his counſel here, I may be 
received, hereafter, into his glory 
Be ſo kind as to inform ſome of the brotherhood, 
that Mr. Smyth purpoſes (God willing) to preach in 
Liſburn on Sunday ſe'nnight. Oh, may God be in 
the midſt, that we may rejoice for being redeemed 
from amongſt men! I believe Mr. Smyth's preaching 
dere has not been altogether in vain, as there have 
Been ſome added to the ſociety lately, and others 
have returned thanks to a er God. May 
-$he Lord keep you and your's in ſafety till you 


ml Your loving, and obliged Siſler 
| IHMMHHHKHMKMHHHMHHHHNMHHMHHMHHHHM 4 5 
To a Chriſtian Siſter. W 
| Briftol 
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My very dear Friend, W 
NE affured, I felt very ſenſibly for your trouble, 
which NN me even unto tears. I, 
ions, the preſent, are not joyous; but, 
Fare not, you fool * 9 Loy the peace- 
able fruits of righteouſneſs. I am till kept low by 
frequent returns of my old complaint, by which 1 
am diſappointed of my fond expectation of ſeeing 
you, and my other dear friends, at the time I thought 
to return. As my father, and brother and ſiſter in 
Dublin, have requeſted me to try Bath another 
ſeaſon, having reaped fo much benefit Jaſt winter, 
were I to act contrary to all their advice, and the 
duty I owe my father, I could not hope it would 


' proſper: 


My dear Aunt, 


[ 971 ] 


proſper : therefore, though it is a great trial to fleſh 


and blood, 1 ſubmit, an 


« Here, Lord, my anchor I will reſt. 
That thou doſt all things for the beſt.” 5 


find power to ſay, 


The friends here ** us much kindneſs, In- 


deed, the Lord Jeſus has many living witneſſes in 


this _ We intend to return ſhortly to Bath. 
e 


Alas! the goſpel does not flouriſh as much there: 
yet there is a Temnant, that, I believe, will be ſaved 
with an everlaſting ſalvation. May God, even your 
own God, be your guide unte death 1 
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T was with the trueſt concerh chat 1 received 


1 the account of your bad ſtate of health; but, we 


muſt all expect ſome trials in this tranſitory fate, 
and God knows beſt when to uſe, and when to ſpare 
the rod. What numbers do we fee utterly unnund- 
ful of the things that belong to their everlaſting 
peace, who, to all appearance, are poſſeſſed of every 
outward comfort that can make life defirable : ſo 
that I am certain our gracious Father often ſuffers 
us to meet with. diſappointments, that Wwe may not 
take up our reſt here. Therefore, my dear aunt, 
look forward to the unembittered joys of another 
world, and, when compared with them, what are 
the light afflictions of this preſent time! Tknow 
your late illneſs muſt have diſtreſſed you in your 
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worldly circumſtances, as well as in other refpeRs; 
but, keep up your ſpirits, and truſt in that God who 
provideth for the fowls of the air, and without 
whoſe knowledge not a ſparrow falls to the ground. 
It may be, that, when he hath taken away all hope 
but in himſelf, he will be graciouſly pleaſed, by 
ſome unforeſeen event, to raiſe you up friends 
where leaſt expected. If we want a pattern of 
ſuffering patiense, let us look to the cruciſied Jeſus, 
What bitter agonies did he undergo for our ſalva- 
tion! What grievous pains, to ſave us from eternal 
death! Surely, then, we ought cheerfully to take 
up our crols, when we conſider the crown of glory 
which was purchaſed for us by the blood of our 
great Surety. 4 1 

Of late, I have been in much heavineſs; yet I 
evening, While joining in prayer Wit 18 little, 
deſpiſed flock. TOI 3 * 


* 
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« *Tis a heaven below, 
My Redeemer to know!“ 
| | nnd 165 1 
Even in my moſt dejefted hours, . vou 
not change my ſituation for lle 72 1 
which (as Solomon 8 us Ale the crackling 9 
thorns under @ pot. O wy God, if I am called, 
« To. bear the full anguiſh, 
„ td i wood 
„Nei give Mmegto. JanguilB,:. . 
Aud ſuffer like God.” 


"3 x. 2 — ® 
+2 [1 % * 


Jenny and Charlotte intend ſetting off for Dub, 
lin to-morrow. Oh, how ſorry am I that they are 
going into ſuch a. ſcene of vanity, as they will be 
expoſed to there; but my ſorrow is inapailable, 
Oh that God may ſeal them for his own, and bring 
good out of this ſeeming evil! x 7 o 10 
| 0 


wc, > OO 4 | 1 


. 27%: I 


To her Aunt „eie 


| ; ba Liſburn; 
1288 my dear aunt, I cannot reflect on your 
ſufferings, without being, in ſome degree, a ſharer 
in them. Oh that I could, in any . alleviate 
your uneaſineſs! but, what comfort can any mortal 
give, in compariſon of that which is treaſured up in 
the book of God? I am ſure, with prayer for our 
minds to be enlightened, we ſhall every day read it 
with greater profit and ſatisfaction; and we may al- 
ways find ſomething in 1t to ſuit our circumſtances, 
let our ſituation in life be what it will. St. Paul ſays, 
Me are troubled on every fide, yet not Kr. tg Wu 
are perplexed, but not in deſpair but the fleſh being 
weak, young Chriſtians cannot always rely fo firmly 
as they ought on the rock of our ſalvation. Did 
our faith reſemble that of the Apoſtle, we would not- 
faint ; but though our outward man periſh, yet would 
our inward man be renewed, day by day. We are 
told of a bleſſed company that ſurround the throne. 
of God, who had come out of great tribulation, and 
had waſhed their robes white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Oh, may you, and I, be preſented in his ſpotleſs pu- 
rity, not having our oum 8 whach ts of the 
law, but that righteouſneſs which is of. Cd 2 
18 


faith, Then, after the momentary troubles of t 


life, we ſhall be ab/ent from the body, and preſent with 


the Lord. Lo | 
I doubt not but the Lord has been ſo good as to 


ſhew you, in your illneſs, his will concerning you. 


Oh, be faithful to convictions. It is only to thoſe who 


uſe the one talent that more is promiſed, May you 
and I, therefore, my dear aunt, learn to redeem ur 
time, and give all diligence to make our calling and 
election ſure. We are engaged in a warfare which 
only ends with our lives: but, heaven is worth fight- 
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_ 1 ng for, and, in due ſeaſon, we ſhall reap; if we faint 
not. Oh, may my dear uncle go hand 15 band n 

you towards the heavenly Canaan— he 


That, having all things done, 
And all your conflicts paſt, 
Ye may o' ercome, thro' Chriſt alone, 
And be entire at laſt.” 


Mr. Smyth accompanied me here, but returned 
the day following, as he could not think of being ab- 
ſent from his charge, at this holy ſeaſon. God grant 
we may all reflect on the great mercies purchaſed 

for us (as at this time) by the bitter paſſion of a dy- 
ing Saviour, with that grateful love which ought to 
warm our breaſts. Did any perſon on earth under- 
po ſuch ſufferings for us, we ſhould think our whole 
life would not be too long to extol his goodneſs, 
How much higher, then, ſhould our gratitude riſe, 
when we conſider that it was the Maker and Prefer. 
ver of all _— who died, to fave a world of ungod- 
1y apoſtates, rebels to his moſt holy law. Oh that we 
may love him who has ſo greatly loved us! And now, 
my dear uncle and aunt, I commend you to him who 
is able to build you up, and to give you an inheri- 
tance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away. Mr. Smyth loves you, as does, moſt 


ſincerely, | 

1825 AGNES SMYTH. 

SEL $IS4S44 S444 2440004442 $# 
To her Aunt H —. 


5 Lifturn, 
My dear Aunt, 4 
I AM happy to find, by a letter from my fiſter, 
that the Lord has graciouſly reſtored war 
: | Vc hea 


L 78 1 


health, ſo that I truſt you can now rejoice in the 
God of your ſalvation. It is ke that maketh ſore, 
and bindeth up—he is the Lord, by whom we eſcape. 
d-ath. I have myſelf been under chaſtiſement Gr 
ſome days paſt, but though this outer man decay I 
iruit that the friend of ſinners will uphold me, afd 
not ſuffer me, through any fear of death, to fall from 
him. A ſenſe of my own vileneſs often keeps me 
low; ſo that I may ſay I am a ſinner ſtripped of all: 


Ant 
ith 


yet, in Chriſt the weary find 
ab. : DOT 5 
ant A never failing reſt-— 
ſed Oh that I could, with favour'd. John, 
dy- Recline my weary head upon 
to My dear. Redeemer's breaſt.” 
er- n 5 
oh Laſt Wedneſday, we had a happy meeting in the 
fr. preaching-houſe here, when Mr. Smyth explained 
le, the tenets of the Methodiſts, which had been groſsly 
er- miſrepreſented in a ſermon by the rector of the 


d-. pariſh. Though it ſeemed an enemy that wanted to 
do us evil, I believe it has turned out for the fur- 
therance of the goſpel; as many were preſent at 
50 the vindication, who probably would not have been 
4 under the joyful ſound, on any other occaſion. 
" Surely, the haters of the Lord fhall be found lars ; 
Fi) for, the word of truth hath ſaid ſo. O my dear 
| aunt, let us all,.in our different ſpheres, contend for 
a, that faith which tas once delivered to the ſaints. The 
days are evil. We have need of the whole armour 
L of God, that we may diſappoint the malice of the 
i enemy, | | 


— 


Ms ö;—mZ ũnä 


1 25 

To her Aunt H —. 
2 |  Cofilemard, 
T is impoſſible, my deareſt aunt, to deſcribe the 
pleaſure T felt, on receiving your valuable letter, 

I longed much for a further account of your health, 
but bad no hopes of ſo great a happineſs as to ſee your 
own hand-writing. "Cod make me truly thankful 
for ſparing ſo loved and valued a friend, as I hope 
vyou believe Mr. Smyth and Leſteem you. My dear 
uncle's great aſfection we admire, . From your ac- 
count, as well as my ſiſter's, we rarely find ſuch an 
inſtance of conjugal love. How wonderfully does 
Providence diſpenſe his favours! If you are not 
bleſſed with affluence, you have the warmeſt regard 
of your huſband and friends, which wealth can never 
ſecure. You have been ſeverely tried but, I douht 
not, you will come as gold out of the furnace, purt- 
fied from all droſs and corruption. How happy is it 
when the end of the chaſtening of the Lord is ſo 
well anſwered, as, I am aſſured, from your, letter, 
2” 6 RR ht „ 
My ſiſter-in-law's good. nature to you has con- 
firmed the love and reſpect I before entertained for 
her. Indeed, my dear aunt, we ſeldom find a ſin- 
cere friend, that is not influenced by a ſenſe of re- 
ligion. 


r e eee eee 
| To her Aunt Hom, 


CaſUleward. 
FEAR my dear aunt will think it ſtrange that I 
have been ſo long without writing to you. I 
confeſs I have nothing to plead in my excuſe, there- 
faxe ſhall attempt no further apology. Blefled be the 
W job by | * 8 | Lord, 
4 


. 


t «7 1 


Lord, we are all in health, and likewiſe, I truſt, 
otherwiſe happy. For my own part, I know that 
though all I am (as to my natural ſtate) is ſin, yet I 
am a partaker of the benefits of my Saviour's croſs 
and paſſion. O my dear aunt, it 1s our privilege to 
rejoice evermore in the Lord. I hope you find your- 
ſelf filled with the fruits of the ſpirit, and that you are, 
every da „more and more dead to the world, and 
alive to God. Oh, think how the Son of God ſhed 
the laſt drop of his blood to redeem us from all ini- 
quity. He hath ſet before us great and precious pro- 
 miſes that he will heal our Pac /adngys and love us 
freely—that he will give us the knowledge of faloation, 
by the remiſſion of our fins. O my dear aunt, there is 
an aſſurance of pardon to be obtained here - reſt not 


without it—aſk till you find it. I can teſtify that 


the Lord is gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in 


goodneſs and truth ; and his grace is freely offered to 


all—he is no reſpedter of. perſons. _ 

Let me adviſe you, likewiſe, my dear aunt, to live 
without carefulneſs. He that gave his only Son to 
die for us, with him will, alſo, freely give us all things, 
that are neceſſary for life, and godlineſs. Take, then, 
no thought for the things of to-morrow, as you now 
not what à day may bring forth. Remember that, 
with all our anxiety, we cannot make one hair white or 
black. The Lord knoweth that we have need of food 
and raiment, and will ſupply our wants out of his 
ſtore-houſe, if we but et ſeel his kingdom, and the 
righteouſneſs thereof. 5 - | 

It would give me great pleaſure” to hear how the 


Lord deals with your ſoul. That you may be kept in 


perfect peace, is the earneſt prayer of 
Your truly aſſectionate niece, A. S, 


* ” 


ſe 


To 


[ #8 ] 
To her Aunt H— — 


Wes Caſtlex ar. 
Oo H, what joy did the receipt of my dear aunt's 
| letter give me] The expreſſions you makeauſe 
of appear, indeed, the breathings of a ſoul, panting 
after the full image of God. Oh, may you find him, 
to your everlaſting comfort! My dear aunt we have 
-many enemies to encounter—the devil, the world, 
and the fleſh ; and all things that may conduce to 
pamper our corrupt nature muſt be laid aſide. The 
croſs muſt be taken up, if ever we hope to wear the 
crown hereafter. Ah, how empty and periſhing are 
all created comforts! and yet, how apt are they to 
ſteal our hearts from the centre of true bliſs! Lord, 
fearch us, and prove us—try out our reins, and ſhew 
us what is contrary to thy holy will. Kempis fays, 
„This ſeemeth an hard ſaying to thee, renounce 
thyſelf—take up the croſs, and follow me; but it 
will be much harder to hear this ſentence pronoun- 
ced, Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels. O Lord Jeſus, grant that 
we may give up ourſelves unreſervedly to thee, be- 
fore the be/om of deſtruction comes to {weep us away. 
I know it always gives you pain to ſee my uncle un- 
well, but remember we mult reſign all to God, with- 
out diſtinction. We muſt not make idols of our 
huſbands—No—though they be dearer to us than 
a right hand, or a right eye, we muſt only love 
them in obedience to the commands of God ; that 
if it ſeem good to him to deprive us. of them, 
we may offer them up to his merciful diſpoſal. 
My dear aunt, let us watch unto prayer, leſt we be 
overcome. How many ſtruggles have I had, 
lately, with the old dragon! What ſevere conflicts 
have I come through! Many are the enemies 
without—the world ſeems in arms againſt * 


oo 


KS. 
It would amaze you to ſee the contempt we meet 
with, and to hear the evil reports that are raiſed 
about us. Yet, what are they, when I have the Con- 
ſolation of Iſrael in my heart! but oh, when his 
kindly influences are withdrawn, what a wretch am 
I! Surely, it is owing to my own great unfaithfulneſs, 
that I am ever left alone. Oh may the Lord God, 
after you and I have ſuffered awhile, bring us to the 
promiſed Jand of reſt, where all our tears ſhall be 


wiped from our eyes, and we ſhall ing the Jon Y 
Mo/es and the Lamb for ever and ever! 0 


* ere 


To | her Aunt H a 
| en 


1 bow would it rejoice me to be with x 
very dear aunt under her preſent trials! yet * 
know that vain is the help of weak, impotent man, 
God alone can comfort thoſe that mourn, and grove 
them ge for tral fo , the oil AS Joy for mourning, the 
garment of r the ſpirit of heavineſs. O my 


much-love Send 1% ſtrong, and of a good courage. 
Thy God whom thou ſecke ſhall ſuddenly come to 
his temple. When poor and needy in our own ſight, 
we are right dear in his, who hath ſaid, 17 — ed are 
they that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. T ie Lord 
ſhall recompence all your toil, and thortly wine every 
tear from your eyes. 
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„Lord, how happy is an heart 
After thee ON it aſpires! 
True and faithful as thou art, 
Thou wilt anſwer its deſires.— 
It ſnall ſee the glorious ſcene 
Of thine everlaſting reign.” 


My dear aunt, * it cannot, -it cannot be long” ere 
Our eyes ſhall behold our God, * for, time never 
| ceaſes 


[ 280 ] 


eeaſes to roll.” How much preferable is it to g0 


mourning all the day long, than to be a companon of 
fools, ha laughter is hike the crackling of thorns 
under a pot. Surely, the Lord has been very gra- 
cious to you and me, in giving us to ſee the neceſ- 
ſity of a new-birth unto righteouſneſs; and I truſt 
that he who hath begun the good work will perform it, 
antil the day of jelus Chriſt | 
My father has informed me that William is in the 
ſmall-pox, but in a favourable way. God's will be 
done 1n all things ! | 


+ 


d ole the th ee E G C . Er te 
I 0 her Aunt H=——, 

I LONG to hear that my very dear aunt is growing 

in grace, and in the knowledge and love of God, 

Oh, preſs on towards perfection. Fly not the croſs 


* 


—take it up and look to the recompence of reward. 


O my dear aunt, there are few who can give uf 
their profit, eaſe, and character, to follow naked a 
naked Chriſt. A clergyman, with whom I had ſome 
converſation to-day, frankly acknowledged that he 
believed the principles of the Methodifts were quite 
pure, and their practice ſuitable thereto; but the 
name of a Methodiſt he could not bear. I told him, 
that, perhaps, that was the very croſs he was called 
to bear; but, alas! at preſent, he does not appear to 

have courage. Oh, why ſhould we fear them which 
can only kill the body ? Should we not much rather 

fear hum who ig able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in 
gell? It has been made a remark that thoſe who ab- 
ſent themſelves from the congregation of the faith- 
ful, though they may have good deſires, yet ſoon loſe 
them, for want of fellowſhip with the ſaints, who 
ſhould build one another up, and ſtrive together for the 
hope of the goſpel. Therefore, my dear aunt, if you 

really believe the Methodiſts to be the people of God, 


cat 


Rt 2 


1 287 J 


caſt in your lot with them, and dare to be accounted 
a fool, for Chriſt's. ſake, There is a young lady, 
now in the houſe with us, who, through grace, ſeems 
determined to choo/e that good part which ſhall not be 
taten away from her. She ſpends many hours in my 
company, and ſeems to know that the truth'as it es in 
7/45 is preached amongſt us. Oh that nothing may 
ſhake her confidence ! but J fear ſhe has little notion 
of the oppoſition ſhe will meet with from her parents, 
if ſhe becomes a follower of Chriſt, and his deſpiſed 
eople. 

| Yau have, no doubt, before this time heard of 
the death of -our little William. I might have ima- 
gined he would ſoon be taken, as there was the moſt 
vilible alteration in his underſtanding and tempers, 
for ſome months before his departure. His remarks 
and queſtions concerning religion were ſurpriſing. 
He had, alſo, an uncommonly fine voice, and fan 

hymns very well, which he took great delight in. 
But, oh, he was not too good for God—he was his 
own gift, and fince he was pleaſed to demand it again, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord! What ſignify all 
our ſufferings, when we are perſuaded it is the will of 


God concerning us! 
PII 444 $404 $9 $$4264SS2S44S4#SS4/ $$ $4 
To her Aunt H. 


& leward, 1776. 
My dear Aunt, a ® 
T always diſtreſſes Mr. Smyth and me to hear of 
my dear uncle's illneſs. Oh, may the many trials 
he meets with in this world, be a means of making 
him ſet his affections where all ſorrom and fighing 
ſhall flee away ! It is good to be weaning from this 
periſhing world, let it be by what methods the Lord 
ſeeth beſt. Oh, let us ſubmit to him, who governs 
| | ven 


oY 


1 
heaven and earth, to direct our ways, and to lead us 
in the narrow path, though thorns and briers ſhould 
be:ati the entrance W 
My dear aunt, do not any longer complain of want 
of faith. That faith, whereof cometh ſalvation, we 
never can obtain, in our own ſtrength: It is the free 
gift of God; therefore, cry mightily to him for it, 
and he will not, ſurely, caſt out your prayer. But, 
then, we muſt remember, that except we forſake all, 
we cannot be the diſciples of the crucified Jeſus, 
Whatever offering we ſee he requires at our hands 
in his holy word, we muſt preſent it to him we muſt 
part with every thing, however precious it may be 
to us. And oh, let us conſider what joys are laid up 


* 


agg een ” 2 ; I ” #% 
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1 WAS obliged to conclude my laſt letter very 
A. abruptly, the poſtman being at the door. O my 
dear aunt, I fear you are kept in bondage, by not re. 
ſolving, whatever be the conſequence, to ſerve God 
with your whole heart and mind : and this cannot be 
done but by caſting off 2 weight, and the ſin that 
moſt eaſily beſets you. I fe ] 
ſerves) that you are robbed of many of your privi- 
leges, by conformity to the ways of the world, which 
is at enmity with God. Indeed, when we look 
around, and ſee the vanity that is in it, through lull, 
and ſo very few that paſs through it, as ſtrangers and 
pilgrims travelling to a far better country, it is n0 
wonder if (endiative of the grace of God) we ſhoull 
follow the multitude to do evil. We are too apt to 
compare ourſelves with ourſelves (againſt which the 
Apoſtle warns us) and to think, though we tread n 
PF, a muc 


, 


for thoſe who fight under Chriſt's banner! Farewell. 


ar (as Jane Cooper ob- 
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a much-frequented way, that we are in the narrow 
path which leadeth unto eternal life: but, let us not 
deceive our own fouls. If we be the followers of the 
crucified Jeſus, we will be new creatures—all old at- 
fections will paſs away, and all things will become 
new. Then, as the Apoſtle ſaith, we will tate even 
the garments ſpotted with the fleſh. Our bleſſed Lord 
has deſired us to count the coft, and has told us, that 
if we will not forſake father, and mother, and chil- 
dren, yea, and our own lives, alfo, we cannot be his 
diſciples. It is hard to be a Chriſtian indeed; and it 
1s very dangerous to fee thoſe, who we have reaſon 
to think had once zafted the good ' word of tafe, 
and the powers of the world to come; drawing back 
tothe pollutions of the world that lieth in wickedneſs! 
Many are thereby emboldened: but oh, let us not 
look to man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, but to that 
ſpotleſs Lamb of God, who hath left us an example, 
that we might tread in his ſteps. There were many 


that could caſt out devils, and do many wonderful 


works, to whom he will profeſs, I never knew you— 


depart you me, all ye workers of iniquity. The ſtrait- 
neſs of the gate which opens into heaven we may 
find by refletting bow few, in all ages, eſcaped the 
juſt vengeance of a jealous God, who will not give 
his honour unto another. We ſee that only eight 
perſons were ſaved from the flood that God poured 
on the world of the ungodly, who were eating and 
drmking, marrying, and giving in marriage, regardleſs 


of the day of the Lord, which came on them as a 


thief in the night. We are, likewiſe, told, that the 


Lord would have ſpared that great city, Sodom, had 


there been ide righteous perſons in it: but, alas! they 
were not to be found. Oh, let us, then, pray to be 
ſanctiſied, in ſoul, body, and ſpirit, knowing that, if 
we die in our fins, where Chriſt is we cannot be; 
for, no unclean thing can enter into the kingdom of 
God. May you and I, my dear aunt, be amongſt 768 
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themſelves, fo that they might finiſh thetr courſe with joy! 


May we follow Chriſt whitherſoever he goeth, that 
we may be accounted wortky to eſcape all the judg- 
ments that {hall come __ the earth! Good Lord, 


keep us unto that great day ! 


0 
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To her Aunt H —. 
My very dear Aunt, 


; B E aſſured, I have your 0 both ſpiritual 


and temporal, much at heart : but I know from 


experience, that the latter will greatly depend on 


the former. I was once diſquieted about many 
things, which, through grace, I have been enabled to 
lay aſide, and now feel the happy conſequences of it. 


I 'am fure, I have reaſon to bleſs God's holy name for 


his late mercies vouchſafed unto me. I was never 
thoroughly acquainted with the vileneſs of my heart, 
till the Lord ſhewed me what I was by nature - dead 
to all goodneſs, and prone to evil continually. How 
many wicked tempers did I find to ſubdue, which! 
knew not had -poſteſſion-of me] but, though I walk- 
ed in the midſt of trouble, the Lord heard me, and 
eue my ſoul with much ſtrength. You ſeem, my 
dear aunt, to have clearer views of the uncleanneſs 
of your heart. . Oh, bleſs God, who thus maniteſts 
the hidden things of darkneſs! but, reſt not, till you 
find a freedom from ſin. Surely, there mult be a 
great difference between thoſe who walk after the 
/leſh, and thoſe who walk after the ſpirit, or the Lord 
would never conſign one to everlaſting torments, and 
the other to joys unſpeakable. Is it not reaſonable 


to think that their behaviour will be evidently unlike, 


in all reſpects, even in the moſt trivial occurrences 


of life—whether they eat, or drink, or what/oever — 
f 4 | | N 


number of thoſe who counted not their lives dear un 


[ 45 J 


do? When the Lord firſt began to convince me that 
all my ways were contrary to the holineſs which his 
law required, fo that I clearly faw'my manner of eat- 
ing, drinking, ſleeping, work, and converſation, muſt 
entirely be changed, or I mult give up all hope of 
ſalvation, I was almoſt tempted to deſpair of this 
being ever accompliſhed in my poor frail body, which 
felt hankering after things te:1poral. While in this 
diſtreſſing ſtate of mind, I opened a book on the fol- 
lowing lines, which were applied with fuch con- 
viction and power to my mind, that I was thereby 
encouraged to have a good hope, through grace, that "A 
the Lord would fulfil his work in my foul, however 


ö polluted. | 
| | | 

„ Tis not too arduous an aſſay, 

7 To tread reſolv'd the goſpel-· way - 

d The ſenſual inſtinct to bel e 

L And warm with purer fire the foul. 

r Nature may raiſe her fleſhly ſtrife, 

T Reluctant to the heav'nly lfe— 

t, Loath in the Saviour's death to ſhare— 

d Her daily croſs compell'd to bear: | 

W But grace omnipotent, at length, 

1 Shall arm the ſaint with ſaving — 0 
k- Shall, with ſtrong aid, the war attend,  _ 
1d And the ſharp conflict ſweetly end.“ 
ny | 

els Goon, then, my dear aunt, till all the Lord's foes be 
{ts put under his footſtool. Our enemies are powerful, 
ou but the Lord, who is for us, is greater than all that 

e a can be againſt us. If we lay hold on his almighty 
-_ help, he will make ſtraight paths for our feet. 
JT 


1he proſpect of ſeeing you all in Dublin re- 
joices my heart; but I dare hardly indulge the 
idea, Jeſt I take thought for the morrow, which 
may never come. Oh that I could live by the day, 


and devote it all to God! 


ind 
ble 
ke, 
ces 
| I beheve 
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one be warm alone? I know, from experience, that 


„ 
I believe Ned will be married in a few days; but. 
I have declined being at the wedding. Such ſcenes 
of mirth do not ſuit the preſent turn of my mind. 


I long to forget the things. that are behind, and to 


reach forth unto thoſe things which are before. Oh, it 
is a bleſſed Gig to #naw nothing, ſave Feſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified, and to die daily to all below! 1 
Ce re os Poe ls CE We eo eo Co aire 


(To her Aunt H 


* 


My very dear Aunt, 8 | 

1 FELT ſome gratitude to the Father of mercies, 
on receiving the account of your ſafe delivery. 

Oh, what ſhall we render to the Lord for all his bene-* 

fits! Shall we not love him? Shall we_not praiſe 


him, who is daily loading us with favours ? ' 


Why. my cold heart, art thou-not-loſt 
In wonder, love, and praiſe ?” 


Indeed, I am too inſenſible of the unmerited goodneſs 
I daily experience, and have much reaſon to reproach 
myſelf for want of ſtronger love to my kind bene- 
factor. O my dear aunt, I do not make that pro- 
grefs in the ſpiritual life which I would wiſh to do. 
The. Apeſtle ſays, Ilie more our outward man decays, 
the inner is renewed, day by day; but I cannot perceive 
this to be my caſe. I much fearbeing found, aſloth- 
ful ſervant, neglecting to improve my Lord's talents. 
O my deariaunt, we muſt do the will of God from 
our heart, and keep wt wen; FreuaR I think that if 
you were joined among the Methodiſts, it might be 
made a great bleſſing to your ſoul. Remember the 


wife man's words, A threefold tord is not eaſily broken. 


17 two lie together, then they have heat but, how can 


the 


— LIPITOR was HE £944 Foe en: — 
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the communion of ſaints is an unſpeakable privi- 
lege; therefore, would wiſn all to be united, who 
are ſeeking; the kingdom of God, that they may 
ſtrengthen each other's hands in well doing. 

I have no hopes of ſeeing you ſoon, but we muſt. 
tarry the Lord's leiſure. Into his handsI commend 


- 


you, and my dear uncle, and am | RES e 
Your unfeignedly affeftionate niece, A. S, 
$9$0$0000000000005000000000000020090 
To her Aunt H 


My dear Aunt, 


W H Y am] fo long without hearing from you ? 
| Will you, alſo, go away? Have you forſaken 
us? Ah no—l hope better things of you, though I 
thus write. Surely, we are united in firmer bonds 
than what the world calls friendſhip. / I would fain 
hope that we have drunk into one ſpirit, and all that 
are begotten of God love another. Oh, what ama- 
ing condeſcenſion is this, that the Moſt High ſhould 


vS 1 


{s leave us a promiſe of being partakers of his divine 
ch nature! And ſhall we, then, by anxious attention to 
e- things that periſhi in the uſing, give up this ineſtima- 
0- ble privilege ? Long, too long, my dear aunt, have 
lo. you and J followed the multitude to do evil. How 
ys, many of our youthful companions have been hurried 


ve to the tomb! And are not we ſpared monuments of 
h- the long ſuffering of that God whoſe mercy rejorceth 
us. N judgment? But oh, let us examine, and prove 
om ourſelves whether we are, indeed, in the faith. This 


is a moſt important inquiry, are all things become 
new in us? Do we now hate what once we delighted 
in? If not, we have need to fear, left a promiſe being 
made of entering into God's reſt, we ſhould, at Jaft, 
come ſhort of it. My dear friend and ſiſter, I love 


you 


[ 228. 
u-—but I am jealous over you with ia godly jealouſy, 
| rough hear — Sadie rv a wa 4055 
and that thenew man is raiſed up in you, duy by 
day. I could wiſh to be with you for awhile—I 
could repeat wonders that I have been an ear and eye 
witneſs to, ſince I left Dublin. Indeed, the work of 
the Lord proſpers moſt wonderfully, in all the coun- 
try around. My dear aunt, reſt not ſhort of a clear 
evidence that all your ſins are blotted out. It is 
the privilege of all believers. How many have I 
known, within theſe few months, who have ſown in 
tears, and reaped in joy! They found it was not in 
vain to wait upon the Lord who heareth prayer. 
In a letter lately received from Mr. A za 
” converted clergyman, he ſays, there was a revival of 
religion in the North, ſomewhat like the preſent, 
before the Iriſh maſſacre ; and, therefore, he thinks it 
is the fore-runner of ſome mighty change in this 
land. Oh, what need have we to be always ready, 
not knowing the day, nor the hour, wherein: the Son 
of man cometh ! Oh, det us lay aſide every weight, 
and the ſin that doth jo eafily beſet us, and caſt all our 
care on that God, who careth tor us, and who would 
not have one ſinner die, but would rather that all 
{hould turn and live. The more I know of myſelf, 


the more I abhor and loathe myfelf, and fin. tie 

| e | Nee 

« Ev'ry moment, Lord, I want | " 

— The merit of thixgdeath” ba 


4 * 


lh Oh, how little was I acquainted with my own heart, Wo 
9 ſome years ago! Iimagined myſelf good enough, and H 
therefore ſafe : but, alas! I was in the gall of bitterneſs, Mel 
and in the bonds of iniquity. I knew not God, not 
deſired to walk in his ways. Oh pray, my dear aunt, 
that I may hold on my way to the end, and, at la, 
obtain an incorruptible crown among them that art 

| | ſanEified. 
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ſandtiſied. That you and my dear uncle may follow 
the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, is the earneſt with 


and prayer of 4 e | 
Your loving niece, A. S. 


bhb{4p$49 47S ISIHHISTSIISESSSEEISISSSS4S. 


To her Aunt Ho—— 


] AM pained at my dear aunt's long filence, and 
am unwilling to think it proceeds from want of 
aſſection. Surely, you are not returning to the ways 
of a wicked may + : I truſt not. Oh, ſure, if you 
would ſeek the Lord Jeſus with your whole heart, 
you would find him; and he would be a ſweet friend, 
2 heavenly viſitant. I fear that you and my dear 
uncle are kept in bondage by not openly confeſſing 
the Lord Jeſus, in joining with his poor members 
here on earth. Indeed, we muſt humble ourſelves, 
if ever we hope to be exalted. Oh, what a privi- 
Icge is it to ſuffer with Chriſt ! Indeed, his repreach 
is greater riches than all the treaſures of the world. 
When I was in Dublin, I think you ſeemed not to 


be perfectly ſatisfied that entire holineſs of ſoul was 


to be attained. Oh, give not way to ſuch inſinua- 
tions of the great enemy of mankind. Be not de- 
ceived, my dear aunt. The unrighieous ſhall not in- 
eri the kingdom of God. We mult not be almoſ}, 
but altogether Chriſtians, We muſt cut off the right 
hand—pluck out the right eye—part with all things, 
lo that weemay win Chriſt, and be found in him. 
How my heart is grieved to ſee ſo many of my poor 
ellow-creatures; and thoſe who are deareſt to me in 
ne fleſh, periſhung for lack of knowledge—and turning 
way thetr ears 7 the truth | | 
I ſuppoſe you have heard that lord B has 

ken offence at the goſpel, and ſent Mr. Smyth 
ord to leave his bouls at May next. It does not 


OO give 


T 996... ] 


give-us che eall uneaſineſs, as we are aſſured that per- 
ſecution muſt neceſſarily attend the preaching of 
Chriſt crucified to this proud, felf-righteous genera- 
tion. Oh that they knew-he day of their viſitation! 
but the God of this world hath blinded their eyes, leſt the 
li3ht of. the glorious goſpel of Cris "ſhould "ſhane | into 
their ſouls. Oh, pray that you may be kept from 
the wiles of the avicked-one, who often appears as an 
angel of hight, J know no way to eſcape, but by 


| continually watching unto prayer. I have had man 


ſore inward conflicts, of late, but {bleſſed for ever 
te my God!) I em more than conqueror, through 
the precious blood of the Lamb, ſlain to take away 
the ſins of the world, 

T came here to attend B——— in had lying in, 
but, ſince her delivery, ſpend moſt of my time in 
Derriagliy. as the language of thoſe here is very gra- 
ting to a ſoul, that is hungering and thirfling after 
rigliteouſneſs, and wants to be renewed in the divine 
likeneſs. 

My father is recovering very faſt. Oh that 1 

Gay ſay his ſoul proſpered! Dear Jeſis, nothing is 


too hard for thee. Turn him, good Lord, and fo 


ſhall he be turned, 

Mr. Smyth begins to {ee of the travail of FEY ſoul. 
Many i in his pariſh can now teſtify that God 2s come iu 
the fleſh, from their own experience. T here is now 
a new ſong put into their mouths, and they en, forth 
Jus praiſe, who hath called them out of darkneſs into 
hrs marvellous light—out of the houſe of bondage 
into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God. 

Farewell. Oh, write to me ſoon, and let me know 
how your ſpiritual affairs go on. 2 


= 


as Bad 


To 
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To her Aunt H. 


| * Strang ford. 
0 M dear aunt, praiſe the God of your health, 


and of your falvation, who hath wrought a 
great deliverance for you. May you never be inſen- 
{ible of his many precious benefits; but be now in- 
duced by them to give up yourſelf, body, ſoul, and 
ſpirit unto God; for, it is your reaſonable ſervice. 
Oh, be not conformed to the ways of this world. 
Now reſolve to ſuffer reproach gladly with the peo- 
ple of God. I am ſure, were you determined to do, 
and ſuffer the will of .God on earth, you would find 
the thofny way to be peace, and that godlineſs had 
the promiſe of this life, as well as that to come. Did 
you but renounce yourlelf, take up your croſs and 
follow Chriſt, you would be freed from many un- 
neceſlary expences, which now, perhaps, 4 think 
unavoidable. Oh that we could hive to God every 
moment ! Oh that every thought, word, and attion, 
may be begun, continued, and ended, in the ſpirit of 
religion; ſo that whether we eat or drank, or whatſo- 
ever we do, we may do all to the glory of God! a 

My dear aunt, I am a little jealous over you. I fear 
you are too much. the friend of the world, or they 
would hate you, as they did the Prince of life and 
glory. He was deſpiſed, and rejecled of men; and, 
indeed, the world 1s juſt the ſame it was ſeventeen 
hundred years ago; ſo that all that will live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution. The reaſon is 
very evident. The ways of God's people are not 
as other men's ways, and in ſo differing, the carnal 
world will ſay of every converted man, Thou re- 
proacheſt us.” Oh what a difficult thing is it to be a 
Chriſtian ! Every thought muſt be brought into ſub- 
jection to the goſpel of Chriſt, But, though the 
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awork be great, it is not too great for an almighty arm 
* perform in us, if we plead his promiſes for a clean 
eart. . | 
Our worldly affairs, however diſcouraging they 
may appear to the eye of ſenſe, I truſt and be- 
lieve, are working together for our good. Bleſſed, 
and for ever bleſſed be God, that he hath called us to 
renounce all that the world eſteems great, and precious. 
If we be Chriſt's, the fleſh muſt be crucified, with its 
affections and luſts. I wiſh you would buy a few of 
Mr. Weſley's writings : you would get ſome of his 
little tracts at a very trifling expence. I know you 
are exceedingly fond of Mr. Hervey's works. No 
doubt, he was a good man ; but he does not, I think, 
inſiſt enough on holineſs of heart. Chriſt muſt hve 
in us, and make all things new, if he be our 
atonement ; or elſe he hath died for us in vain. 
l beg to hear ſoon from you. May your little- 
ones grow up in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. I am ſolicitous for 
your happineſs, as I am, be aſſured. 
Your moſt affectionate Niece. 


2 


* K MN 
To her Aunt H | 


Strangford. 


* HE Lord, I find, of his infinite mercy, is try- 


ing my very dear aunt in the furnace of af- 
fliction. Oh that you may come out purified! I 
would fain hope you now more fully ſee the need of 
entire crucifixion to a vain, deluſive world. Indeed, 
my dear aunt, it was to eſtabliſh holinefs of heart and 
life in all true believers, that the Son of God led a 
ſuffering life here below, leaving us an example that 
ve ſhould follow his ſteps. - You are well convinced, 
I ſuppoſe, of the firſt principles of Chriſtianity, juſ- 
| | tification 
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tification by faith alone; but remember we are de- 
fired by the Apoſtle to go on unto perfection. Jjuſti- 
fication 1s only the entrance into true religion ; but, 
after our ſins are remitted, how many enemies have 
we to encounter, and through the ſtrength of Im- 
manuel, we fhall overcome, if we continue faithful ? 
We have fleſh and blood, yea, all things that are in the 
world, to wreſtle againſt. Self, our greateſt enemy, 
is averſe to the croſs, but muſt be nailed to it. We 
muſt mortify our own wills, and die daily to things 
temporal. This is Chriſtianity; and, indeed, with- 
out enduring the croſs, we ſhall never wear the crown. 
But our weak nature is not able to reſiſt the ma 
trials we muſt meet with: nothing-leſs than Chriſt 
dwelling in us by his Spirit can ereate us entirely 
anew. Oh, my dear aunt, cry hourly unto the Lord, 
until he gives you the reſolution to know nothing but 
Chriſt and him crucified, being made conformable to 
his ſufferings. Lord B r, by threats, has com- 
pelled many of Mr. Smyth's parifhioners to fign a 
compoſition of lies, drawn up in a petition to the 
biſhop to withdraw his licence; LS, 

The names of thoſe who refaſed to ſign it were 
put down in what was called the black liſt, and it is 
ſuppoſed they will be turned out of their lands. 
Glory be to our God! it does not give either him 
or me the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs. I truſt we thall know 
in whom we have believed, confiding in that promiſe, 
that / wwe ſee the kingdom of God and his ighteou/- 
neſs, all things neceſſary ſhall be added unto us. What 
though our yearly income ſhould be reduced to fifty 
pounds! have we not infinite reaſon: to be thankful 
tor that which will provide us food and raiment, 
though perhaps alittle coarſer than we have been ac- 
cuſtomed to? And if we be enabled to breed up our 
little-ones in the fear of the Lord, he hath bid us 
truſt our fatherleſs children unto him. Let us, then, 
caſt all our care upon him who waiteth to be gracious, 
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and giveth every thing that is profitable for thoſe 
who do not ſtagger at his promiſes through un- 
belief. | 1 70 
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Strang ford, 


In ng 
4 f To her Aunt H 


10 My very dear Aunt, 8 | 
14 | 1 KNOW, from your affedtion, you will be 
i anxious to hear the event of. the late trial. The 
2 examination of the witneſſes is ended, but the de- 
1 giſive ſentence is not yet given by the biſhop ; but 
N. it is thought, if he has the leaſt regard to truth, 
Wil that he cannot poſſibly condemn Mr. Smyth. In- 
1 deed, every thing we could with was proved on the 
1 trial. On their part, forgery, and perjury is mani- 
1 teſt; and in the net they laid for others is their 
1 own foot taken, I hape great reaſon to praiſe my 
God, that, during the trial, I had no wiſh that it 
mould go either for, or againſt Mr. Smyth, but 
dat God ſhould be glorified; and this, indeed, has 
deen evidently the caſe, as the mouths of gainſayers, 
in general, are ſtopped, and many are flocking to 
the ſtandard of Jeſus, as doves unto their — 
The Lord is making them willing, in this great day 


It is believed by many of the ſaints that the Lord 
is about to viſit this ſinful- nation. ne 
men, ſuch as archbiſhop Uſher, and Thomas Walſh, 
ſeem to have predicted dreadful judgments. Indeed, 
our iniquities deſerve the. ſword, Oh, that we 
may be found: watching, leſt the day of the Lord 
_ overtake us, as a thief in the night! O my dear 
aunt, what need have we to confeſs Chriſt upon 
earth, if we would be confeſſed by him, when he 
cometh to take vengeance on them that know him pus 
| ; an 


33 
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and obey not his 620%. Oh, my dear friend, if you 
really think that the Methodiſts, in general, are @ 
peculiar people, choſen out of. te world by God, unite 
yourlelf with them, thougli reproaches ſhould be 


the conſequence, yea, though your name ſhould be 


caſt out as evil. Sell all that you have to buy the 
pearl of great price. I doubt not but you loſe 
1aany of the comforts of the goſpel, by not con- 
verſing with thoſe who are able to build you up m 
the faith! The Chriſtians always {locked together, 
and ſtrove together for the hope of the goſpel. 
How many blefled means of grace would I have 
been deprived of, had Fnot ſubmitted to the name 
of Methodiſt ! but, without perſecution, it is im- 
peg to be a — of him, who was N 
made perfetthrough ſliſferings. Mrs. F lately 
told perfe that, 5 40 — the French landed at 
Carrickfergus, it was reported they were marching 
down to Larne (where ſhe then lived) and as the 
rumour was believed, it put the place in a great 
uproar. The clergyman's wife there had been a 
great oppoſer of the Methodiſts; but it then pleaſed 
the Lord to ſtrike her ſo deeply with a ſenſe thet 
they were his people, that ſhe ran into the houſe 
where they were aſſembled, and earneſtly entreated 
them to pray for her. Shortly after, her huſband 
followed her, in a great panic: but, alas, poor man! 
his goodnefs was as the morning-dew, for, his con- 
victions went off, when the danger was over: but 
his wife joined the Methodiſts, and continued ſted- 
faſt unto her death, which (I heard) was moſt tri - 
umphant. Oh, ſurely, if you knew many among 
the Methodiſts, you could not help loving them. 
It is wonderful how preſent the Lord ſeems, in 
general, at our love-feaſts and claſs-meetings. Well 
—perhaps, ſome time or other, we ſhall meet, when 


we can converſe more largely on this ſubject ; but, 
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at preſent, I think you ſhould pray, with St. Paul, 
Lord, what would/t thou have me to do? 1 
I beg my kind love to my dear uncle. Oh, may 
the God of glory ſtrengthen you both with might 
by his Spirit, that ye may know the truth, and that 
the truth may ſet you free from all fear which hath 
torment |! 


& d Nd dt NA & & A de N db db dt dt 
To her Aunt H- 


/ 


„„ „ . Down, 
My very dear Aunt, Ie 
OHN has been very ill for this fortnight paſt, 
with the chin-cough and a worm-fever, which 
has brought him very low. I know not as yet what 
is the will of the Lord concerning him, but (glory 
be to his almighty arm who upholds me!) I can 
_ cheerfully leave him in the Lord's hands, neither 
chooſing life nor death for him. I know that this 
reſignation is entirely the gift of God; therefore, 
unto him be all the praiſe ! for, I feel all the ten- 
derneſs of a mother, at the ſame time. Indeed, I 
marvel at the loving-kindneſs of the all-wiſe God, 
who, generally, ſends ſome croſs or temptation as 
our caſe requires, leſt we ſhould forget him, the 
fountain of living waters. Had it not been for this, 
I might, perhaps, have been ſaying to myſelf (on 
my removal to the lodging here, which is much 
more commodious than the cabbin at Strangford) 
Soul, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. But 
oh, he will not ſuffer this fooliſh heart to ſtray long 
from him; for, he brings. me back, either by the 
ſtrokes of his rod, or the allurements of his love, 
convincing me there 1s nothing beneath the ſun 
worthy the purſuit of an immortal ſpirit. O my 
dear aunt, let us cleave cloſe to our crucified Savi- 
our, 


T "w7 I} 


our, and pray the Father to cleanſe us from all our 


Wy idols. I ſometimes think it an unſpeakable mercy 
ht that I am not ſuffered to dwell at __ in Aion, as 
at there is a woe pronounced on ſuch. nother mercy 


th (and not the leaſt) is, that my God is ſhewing me 
h.) miſerable, and poor, and blind, and nated, I am, 

N excluſve of the free gift of God. I am a proud; 

* lelf-willed worm, and were it not for his reſtraining 

grace, ſhould run into all exceſs of riot with greedi- 

neſs: but (praiſe be to him!) I find his croſs ſs 

ſweet, that I would not change it for an--earthly: 


crown. | >, 

Mr. Smyth was obliged to leave me, this morn« 

t, ing, being engaged to preach at ſeveral places, ſome 
ch of which are ſs diſtant, that I: do not expect him 
at home for a fortnight, at leaſt; ' At Clones: he hopes 
ry to meet with Mr. C and A . Oh 
al that they may be mutually comforted, and ſtrength- 
er ened together, and reſolve to go forth, in the power 

is and might of the Spirit, to pull - down Satan's: 
e, kingdom !: "2147 5 711 


Three of our dear ſiſters in the Lord, near Lif- 
burn, and a brother, died lately, triumphing over 
death and hell. The latter ſaid to his wife, My 
dear, we have ſpent many days of affliction together, 
but, mine are almoſt over. I am going to heaven, 
where T believe you will meet me: but come, we 
muſt not part without drinking together.” When 
ſhe brought him ſome wine and water, he taſted it, 
and ſaid, Now I ſhall drink. no more till I reach 
the fountain-head of living water”—he then lay 
down, and flept in peace. 

I truſt that Phil's afflictions proved a bleſſing to 
your ſoul. Oh that all your little-ones may grow 
up in the fear, and in the nurture of the Lord, that 
they may be a comfort to you in time, and:dwell 
with you in eternity! Fea 
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To her Aunt LE —— 


My very dear Aunt, - ; 

E are juſt returned ſafe from the Iſle of 

Man. "The parſon at Peel is _ friendly 
to the Methodiſts, but ſeems not to be freed from 
that ſore evil, ie fear of man, which bringeth a ſnare. 
As the brihop of the Iſle has prohibited the preach- 
ers from receiving the ſacrament, he (poor man!) 
perverts the ſcripture by ſaying, he mult | /ubmut to 
the higher powers. Oh, he little thinks that he is 
denying Chriſt in his deſpiſed followers. He almoſt 


conſtantly heard Mr. Smyth preach, as, indeed, did 


moſt of the rich, in and about Peel, whoſe beha- 
viour was fuch, that they might have been taken 
for Methodiſts. .-It is no wonder they acknowledge 
the work to be of God: for, oh, the people of Peel 
indeed adorn their profeſſion. They appear full 
of love, and walk: worthy of him who hath called 
them wth an holy calling. Chriſt's flock are but few 
in Douglas, and ſuffer much from evil-doers, ſo 
that, in times paſt, they were in terror of their lives. 
However, if they be faithful, no doubt, their trials 
will work together for their eternal good. 

I think my bodily health is now ſomewhat better, 
but I was very unwell, for ſome time, in the Iſle. 
I am ſure I have many awful calls to prepare to 
meet my God: yet J muſt confeſs with ſhame, my 
views are not ſo bright for eternity as I could wiſh 
-— There ſeems to be a veil of unbelief that hides 
my Lord from my eyes. I am moſt unfaithfu], nor 
do I live to his glory, as I would with to do; ſo 
that I have no other plea than this, Chriſt has died. 


Oh that I could walk vp and down in the name of the 
Lord, as ſaith the prophet, that I might be enabled 


to fay, that every thing I took in hand, was done 


to the glory of God. Oh, may I never be left to 
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myſelf in this wilderneſs! but may he guide me 
by his counſel, and afterwards receive me into 
his glory! | 


$$020000000050500000009290000000000S 
To her: Aunt H. a 


Liſburn. 

My dear Aunt, Wy 75 

AVE you quite forgotten one who bears yon 

in affectionate remembrance? How many 

weeks have elapſed ſince I received a letter from 

you? Should we not unite our endeavours to con- 

firm each other in he faith, once delivered to the 
/aints? Oh, do favour me with a few lines. 

I am gaining bodily ſtrength, glory be to God 
Theſe two days paſt, I- ventured / out of my own 
apartment, and found no bad effect. I think that 
this awful truth, The whote world liethi in wickedneſs, 
was never fo powerfully and clearly impreſſed on 
my mind, as in my laſt illneſs: - I believe, in ſome 
meaſure, it retarded my recovery, as J was muen 
affected with the miſerable ſtate of thoſe who are 
ling without God in the” world, and yet ſaw no 
probable way of, convincing them of their. error; 
and they to whom I did ſpeak, would not receive 
my teſtimony, namely, that God is angry with the 
wicked every day. I may truly ſay with the Apoſtle, 
My heart's deſire and prayer to God for my brethren, 
. is, that they may be ſaved: but oh, none of them 
returneth from his evil way, ſaying, Mat have 1 
done? A ſenſe, likewiſe, of my great unprofitable- 
nels, and a continual fear of my being led away with 
the error of the wicked, has kept me low, and felt- 
abaſed. I fear to live, and not live to my God 
alone. Indeed, I ſee nothing that is worth living 


for, but continually to labour to attain that 7% 
N 6 | which 
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which remaineth for the people of God. Oh, how 
holy, harmleſs, and undefiled muſt they be who enter 
the gates of the new Jeruſalem ! I long, yea, pant 
to be wholly renewed; but bluſh before God, on 
— how unworthy I walk of my high 
calling. 

I — moſtly deprived of Mr. Smyth's company 
by his attendance on the preaching-houſe, which 
is building in Down. I would once have thought 
his abſence too grievous for me to bear; but, 


through mercy, I am enabled to take up this croſs, 


knowing that the glory of God is concerned. 


— 


« Selfiſh purſuits, and nature's maze, 


The things of earth for Chriſt I'd leave; 


yet, ſometimes, I find a defire for his company, 


having none in this houſe of whom I can aſk counſel 


prong oy ſpiritual growth. Indeed, I may truly 
ſay, the Lord has given us to be of one mind, and 
never were we ſo united in affection. 


Shp*$Þ$SHSEGHSHSESIHSEE$ $$$ $$ $$$ $S$$$4 
To her Aunt Hom * 


My ever dear Aunt, 


FIND, from your laſt letter, that the Lord is 
ſtill afflicting your body. Oh, may the inward 
man be more and more renewed in righteouſneſs, 
as the outward waxes feeble! It is the ardent with 
of my heart, that you and my uncle may experi- 
ence the full and glorious liberty of the children 
-of God. I know it requires a large portion of grace 
to keep ourſelves unſpotted from the world, while fo 
engaged, as you and my uncle muſt neceffarily be: 
but God's grace is ſufficient to bring us through 
every trial, if we caſt outſelves upon him. 
| Glory 
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Glory be to my God, he ſtill upholds me with 
the right hand of his righteouſneſs, while paſſing 
through my pilgrimage on earth! This world is, 


truly, a wilderneſs to thoſe, who look forward to 


the goodly land of promiſe. My little Edward has 
been in great pain, this week paſt. I think I feel 
as much as I would (if not more) were I in the ſame 


manner afflicted; yet I cannot deſire life or death 


for him: either is equal, while I reſt aſſured it is 
the will of God. His head 1s all over ulcerous, 
ſu that, when his cap 1s taken off, I feel the weight 
of the croſs, his cries going, as it were, to m 
heart. But oh, it is all mercy! I find that bleſſed 
promiſe realized, When thou. goeſt through the water, 
and through the fire, J will be with thee. My God 
does not break the bruiſed reed,-but whiſpers be- 
times, I am thy ſalvation. _ 10 
Though my child's ſufferings are great, yet they 
are not too great, being appointed by him who 
orders all things with unerring wiſdom. What I 
know not now, I am ſure I ſhall know hereafter, 


« When faith is ſweetly loſt in ſight, 
And hope in full, ſupreme delight, 
And everlaſting love.” ” 


God bleſs you, and make his face to ſhine upon 
you. Farewell. | 
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To her Aunt H * 


| | N Bath, Sept. 24, 1780. 
My very dear Aunt, : 
I DOUBT not but you and my dear uncle have 
very feelingly ſympathized with my beloved 
father, on the late trying occaſion ; but let us not 
| forrow, 
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forrow, for his temporal loſs, as thoſe without hope, 
but rather pray that this preſent diſpenſation (how- 
ever gloomy it may now appear) may, in the end, 
turn out to his great gain, by making him ſeek 
for true happineſs where it is alone to be found, 


even from a ſweet knowledge of a reconciled Father 


in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. I have really ſometimes 
thought that my dear father had ſerious impreſſions, 


but the cares of this life, and the fear of man, 


ſeemed ſpeedily to choke the good feed : but I now 
rejoice in hope that being delivered from ſo many 
perplexing affairs, he will ch the Hood part—the 
one thing needſul, which ſhall not be taken away. To 
be changed to a low eſtate, muſt be, indeed, a great 
trial to fleſh and blood, and requires power from 
on high to be content. God grant that I, and all 
his other children, may have grace to ſhew him all 
dutiful tenderneſs and refpetl ; and that we may 
endeavour, as far as heth in us, to make the re- 
mainder of his days happy and comfortable, He 
has truly been a loving and indulgent father to us 
all; and I hope we ſhall ever remember it with 
gratitude, _ | 

It was, at firſt, no ſmall croſs to me to forego the 
pleaſing proſpett of ſeeing you all this month; but 
I now helieve 1t is wiſely ordered for my good, as 
the Bath-water ſeems to agree with me much better 
than at firſt; yet if my complaint be ever removed, 
J believe it will be a work of time, as my conſtitu- 
tion ſtill remains greatly impaired. But I am under 
the government of one who ordereth all things 
well for the good of his people: and, through free, 
undeſerved mercy, I know I am adopted into bis 
family. | | 
*« But ah! how fooliſh is my heart! 

How very apt from him to ſtray! 


Juſt like a broken bow I ſtart, 
And nature ſtrives to bear the ſway : 


Was 


NY 


| L 303 J 
| Was ever one ſo vile, yet bleſs'd! 
, So foul, yet by the Lord careſs'd!“ 


Oh, what a bleſſed portion is theirs, who are 
cleanſing themſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit, and perfecting holineſs, in the filial fear of 
the Lord! Ah, my dear aunt, faith giveth the victory; 
. ſo that we need not be led captive by any foohſh 
„ or hurtful luſt, but prove that bleſſed liberty of 


V ſerving God, without flaviſh fear, in righteouſneſs 
Y and true holineſs, all the days of our life. I hope 
e my dear aunt is enabled to run the race ſet before 


her, looking unto Jeſus. I think the encloſed ſer- 
t mon, written by John Bunyan, may be a help to 
n Wt you in the heavenly road. It is accompanied with 
my prayers that God may enrich you with all ſpiri- 
wah bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus, and give you my dear 
uncle as a partner in the kingdom of grace here, 
and the kingdom of glory hereafter! 
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To a pious Friend. 


8 0 | Strang ford. 

AY the God whom yeu ſerve repay you“ 
Ml feven-fold into your boſom, my dear friend, 
tor all the unmerited kindneſs I have received at 
your hands. I am moſt unworthy of any one's 
notice; yet my adorable Saviour has raiſed me up 
many dear friends. How happy ſhould J eſteem 
myſelf to have you in my little cottage. It your 
health permits you to come, the ſea-air might prove 
lerviceable to you; and I truſt that our communing 
together of the great things which the 3 
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his overflowing bounty, hath done for our ſoul, 
might be a mutual bleſſing. K's | 
I am ſure it will give you pleaſure to hear that! 
have found a preſent Chriſt to heal all my back. 
{lidings. I long to have all the bleſſings of the ney 
and everlaſting covenant fulfilled in me; for I am, 
generally, under fore oppreſſion from a ſenſe of 
inbred corruption, which often cauſes me altnof 
to tremble, leſt the Lord ſhould abhor me, and cal 
me off for ever, I am flow of heart te believe the 
promiſes of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and write bitter 
things againſt myſelf. Sometimes, I think I an 
like one under the terrors of the law. How comes 
this to paſs, when there is no condemnation to then 
who. are in Chriſt Jeſus? 1 am. apt to imagine that 
every thing I do is defiled. I want faith, and faith 
increaſe, Write me your opinion in regard to 
this. IJ have few Chriſtians, near me, and thoſe 
moſtly, babes, who are not experienced in the 
Chriſtian warfare: therefore, I unboſom myſelf to 
| you, in hopes that (under God) you may be a means 
of bringing me out of this bondage. I. can.praile 
God that I have net an uneaſy thought with reſpeti 
to our change of outward circumſtances. All | ; 
fear is, that the variety of new objects may create { 
cares which would choke the word of life; but, in 
all times, and in all places, God's grace is ſufficient 1: 
to keep my thoughts ſtayed on him. Alas! too b 
often J have cauſe to complain of wandering. O f. 
that every thought of my heart was brought ino // 
ſubjection to the gaſpe) of Chriſt! Pray for on! Wl r: 
who is duly ſenſible of your favours, and longs to o 
prove herſelf | | 


Your truly affectionate, and gratefu 
Siſter in Chriſt. 


* 
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5 To Margaret Davidſon, a poor, blind Woman. 


Strang ford. I 
Dear Siſter in the Lord, AED 14 
A R and leap for joy, that the Lord 1] 
m, k. Jeſus hath called you to partake of his bitter 14 
of cup; but remember he hath 1 that he will 1 
of take it out of your hand, and give it to thoſe who i 
al trouble you, as their portion to drink. Go on, in 'T 
he the ſtrength of the Lord God, ö 1 
ter | . s — if 
am „Go on—nor fear to win the day 1 
nes Though earth and hell obſtruct the way.” 1 
en N | 5 5 
ha I think you are highly favoured, thus to have all 1 
h's men ſpeak evil of you, Look to that crown of 11. 
088 glory, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall li! 
jb give you, at his appearing. 5 11 
t | | . 
to To patient faith the prize is ſure, ; ff [ 
ans And all that to the end endure _ 1 16 
8 The croſs, ſhall wear the crown.“ 1 14 Z 
ekt „ 76-88 
Therefore, my dearly-beloved ſiſter, comfort yours Te 
ate Wi ſelf with theſe words. 1 


i I have gone through many changing ſcenes of 
ent life, at, ſaw you, and am now ſettled in my 

too homely cabbin. Never can I be ſufficiently thank- 
ON ful for ſuch a comfortable refuge from the blaſt of 
ino e terrible one—who hath, in the perſons of men, 
one raged horribly againſt us. As they have prevented 
stoß our keeping either horſe or cow, I ſuppoſe, they 
think we ſhall be much diſtreſſed ; but, I can truly 
ed lay, None of theſe things move me. All the uneaſineſs 
I feel arifes from my being obliged to do more 
worldly work, which, I fear, has already, in ſome 
meaſure, alienated me from the life of God: an 
the 
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[ 906 ] 


the Lord hath promiſed that he will lay no famine 


upon his children, therefore, I truſt: he will ain 
down refreſhing ſhowers of grace from his heavenly 
ſtorehouſe. Oh, how are poor worldlings to be 
pitied, who place all their happineſs in things which 
periſh in the uſing ? What a deluſive world does it 
now appear to me! I long to know more and more 
of the nature of a pilgrim here below. But, alas 
my dear Peggy, I ſtill find a root of bitterneſs in 
my heart, which. often cauſes me to weep in ſecret 
places: and yet, even then, I cannot ſufficiently 
bewail my manifold backſlidings in thought. Wher, 
oh when. ſhall F be made free from all ſin? It isa 
ſore burden, too grievous and heavy for me to bear, 
I go mourning all the day long. When ſhall I hear 
that voice; which raiſed the dead, ſay, Be thou 


clean.“ Lord Jeſus ſpeak the word only, and 1 


ſhall be whole. . 


Your precious, and long-wiſhed for letter provel 


a bleſſing to me, and much refreſhed my ſpirits, 
Numbers Here from various parts, are crying out 
for Mr. Smyth. I think the Spirit of God is nov 
ſtriving greatly with the world, dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins. — has met with much oppo- 
ſition from her parents, but is, I think, daily grow- 
ing ſtronger in the Lord. The greateſt part of our 
Dunsford friends appear to increaſe in faith, and 
knowledge, though ſome few, I hear, begin to wali 
diſorderly. Oh, how ſcarcely ſhall any creature be 
ſaved! May the Lord enable you and me to fight 
our way through. May he bleſs, and keep you 
lifting up the light of his countenance upon you, 
ſo that you may be filled with peace now and tot 


evermore ! 


To 


427 


„ 


5 To an unconverted Relation. . 

ly Strang. ford. 
be My der 

ch * OU ſay you * fear left the grave turn of my 
it WW 1 mind may prove injurious to my health!“ but, 
Ire my dear, I think there is much greater danger that 
sche levity of your's may prove hurtful to your foul, 
in W which is of infinitely greater conſequence. My 


ret Wl prayer io God for you, is, that you may be ſaved ; but 


tly I know, if ever you be, it mult be by the ſtrait way 
er, of converſion, taking up your crols, renouncing 
$2 yourſelf, and following Chriſt in the regeneration. 
ar, Oh that you knew the joy which I, this day, expe- 
ear rienced 1n my foul, and you would think there was 
01 Wl no fear of my © growing melancholy !” How 1s it 
I poſſible that 4e love of God fhed abroad in the heart 
h % Holy Ghoft given unto us, ſhould make us un- 
ved happy ? Surely you cannot think that being aſſured 
we are paſſed from death unto bife would fill us with 
out gloomy apprehenſions. No—it is pure bliſs to know 
10 %, our earthly tabernacle of this houſe were diſſolv- 
(ſes I ed, wwe have a building of God, an houſe not made with 
po-. Vanda, eternal in the heavens, This, this, indeed, 
o. may conſtant joys create; but it is a ſenſation the 
world knoweth nothing of. Such a letter as you 
would think a“ lively one,” rather than ſuffer my 
hand to write it, I truſt (through the ſtrength of my 
God) I would cut it off. | 


„May I nothing know beſide 


Jeſus, and him crucify'd!“ 


Give my love to John ; but tell him that they who 
live in pleaſure, are dead while they lite. | ; 


Ti | | To 


Bod 
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To a poor Man, and his Wife, who had re. 
moved from Strangford to Derry. 


Strang fo 
My very dear Friends, 1 . 
A AA grace, mercy, and peace, be multipliel a0 
to you! And may the almighty God puff“ 
underneath you the everlaſting arms, that ye my 1 
ſhout as you travel through this wilderneſs, unt 
ye reach the haven of eternal repoſe. There nei. > 


ther ſorrow nor pain ſhall be, for every tear ſhal 
be wiped from our eyes; but, while we continue in 
this vale of miſery, we muſt meet with many adver. 
ſities. But, oh, my dear brother and ſiſter, let u 
not ſink under the trials which the Lord, of hi 
infinite mercy, ſees good to exerciſe us with, 
There muſt be a fight, before there can be a con. 
queſt. Go on, them my dear friends, until yt 
reap the reward of your labours. Eternity is ap: 
proaching—the end of All things is at hand, 14 
us then march boldly forward, and not fear whit 
man can do unto us. | 


I find ye have been in the furnace of afMliftion 


Le have great reaſon to thank our loving Lord, wi e 
thus counts you worthy to partake of his bitte N. 
cup. Conſider him who endured ſuch contradihn F ; 
of finners againſt himſelf, leſt ye grow weary or fal q 
n your minds. it 


I moſt ſincerely. feel for you in your preſent cit 
cumſtances, yet I truſt and believe alt will end wel 
Only cleave faſt unto the Rock of ages, and tit 
ſtorms of this world will never be able to ſhait 

ou. 

f I am aware of a temptation, that will, probabi, 
aſſault you. When labouring under coldnels d 
heavineſs, ye may be inclined to think change a 


Place has occaſioned it, and, perhaps, the wicked 
IS 5 c olle 


L de ] 
ne may reaſon you into bondage, by cauſing you 
o blame yourſelves for removing. I have been 
empted myſelf in this way, but have diſcerned my 
1d adverſary the devil. We muſt be all tried, be- 
ore we can receive the crown of life. Behold, faith 
ne Apoſtle, we count them happy who endure tempta- 
on. Oh, fear not, then, thou poor worm Jacob, 
ken poor and needy, the Lord will uphold thee 
ith the right hand of his righteouſneſs, and you 
ell, at length, be more than conquerox/ through 
im that hath loved you, and given himſeft lor you. 
While you lay dead in treſpaſſes and fins, the com- 
aſſionate, long-ſuffering. Jeſus vouchſafed to look 
on you, and raiſed you from the duſt, to fit 
nong the princes of his people. And, after all 
je repeated inſtances ef his love towards you, why 
ould you think that he, who hath begun a good 
ork in you, will not perfect it, until the day of 
« appearing and glory? | 

| could with to write ſomething that would en- 
den you; but, alas! my own foul is much op- | 
| W-1i-d. I have laboured greatly under the hidings : 15 
the almighty God, of late. Oh that he would 

de enlighten my darkneſs, and give me to drink 

the ſtreams that gladden the city of God! I feel 

ylelf a poor cumberer pf the ground, yet my Lord 

reth me another year. : 

Now to the divine protection I commend you 

th, praying that ye may be as lights in a benighted 

4, and that others, ſeeing your good works, may 

rity your Father which is in heaven. Even ſo 

it, Lord Jeſus !* Believe me, ye are both very 

Ha 1 


Your affefionate Siler js OS: 


[ go ]. 


To a Moravian Siſter, who wrote her a Let. 
ter, on hearing her Huſband preach a 
Sermon, wherein he endeavoured, by the 
terrors of the Lord, to perſuade Sinners 4 
flee from the Wrath to come. 


RETURN my dear ſiſter many thanks for her 
kind letter, being aſſured that it was dictated by 
love; and though you and I may differ in ſome 
matters, yet, I truſt, we have drunk into one [pint: 
and, ſurely, if, we are begotten of God, we mul 
love one another. It was a year, laſt May, ſince 
God revealed his Son in my heart, whereby! 
| knew that there was no condemnation unto, me 
being in Chriſt ſeſus. For ſome time, I rejojcel 
almoſt continually ; and though ſeverely tempted, 
I ſcarce found a riſing of ſin. But, ſoon after,! 
began to find that my inward parts were very wick 
edneſs; and when the light of God's countenanc: 
was withdrawn, I ſaw myſelf a wretch indeed. MF 
now often labour under many tormenting doubts 
and fears. The enemy thruſts ſore at me, that [ 
may fall; but the Lord is my helper, and ofter 
appears to my reſcue, Surely, I have reaſon t 


praiſe my Jeſus, while IJ have any being, who, d 4 
a ſtone, hath raiſed up a daughter unto Abraham + 
yet I often fear that I may fall ſhort of the reſt tha 5 


remains for the people of God. But, wherefor 
ſhould I doubt? 


«© Though my fins as mountains riſe, 70 
And ſoar, and reach to heav'n, We 
Mercy is above the ſkies, 

J may be ſtill forgiv'n.“ 


Oh yes. Doubtleſs, my adorable Saviour, Vl 
once took pity on me, while in my ſins, and in m 
| bloos 


[ 34 J 
blood, will perfect the work in my ſoul, however 
5 polluted. Come then, dear Lord, and quickly put 
à an end to all my ſins and ſorrows. 1 | 
he My dear ſiſter, I think you are wrong in totally 
1 MW diſapproving of Mr. Smyth's preaching the terrors 
of the law. Remember that the Apoſtle ſays, The 


her I know to believers it is unprofitable and vain ; but, 
by ſurely, for the careleſs and unawakened, it is abſo- 
mc lutcly needful. If not, why do the Scriptures de- 
ar nounce ſuch woes and threatenings againſt the im- 
U 


penitent? God has different methods of drawing 
linners to repentance; therefore, he has given ſome 
0 WT of thunder, as well as jons of conſolation, for 
mc; th: ering of the body of Chriſt—the one to break 


ted, that Chriſt crucified is the only theme which pleaſes 
r, | my ears; but I know that others have been dealt 
ich vim in another way. Indeed, it would be very 
ano wrong if Mr. Smyth did not frequently ſpeak on the 
. bre of Chriſt to periſhing ſinners. The text you 
oo board him preach on, peculiarly obliged him to 
1 enlarge on the damnable nature of ſin; but, I be- 
) 


eve, if you had attended in the morning, your 
prejudice would have been removed, as his text and 
inbjett was entirely on the amazing love of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Let us conſider that the apoſtle Paul 
reaſoned with Felix concerning righteouſneſs, temper- 
ance, and judgment to come and can we think this 
an accurſed doctrine?“ 

1 know 1t is Mr. Smyth's intereſt you have in 
view, by adviſing him to ſtay with his preſent flock; 
„ut, in general, they are a fliff-necked people, and 
lis word has been much more bleſſed in other 
places, where the Lord has been graciouſly pleaſed 
o give him many ſeals to his miniſtry. They who 
were once darkneſs are now light in the Lord. xa 
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My dear ſiſter, we are all called to be uſeful 
in our generation to do good to the ſouls, as well 
as the bodies of men; and if we fulfil not this com. 
mand, kozw dtuelleiſi the love of God in us] Your ex- 


- perience and mine ſomewhat differs; for, when 1 


find comfort from the ſource of bliſs, it is then I am 


willing to communicate, and tell what wondrous - 
things the Lord hath in ſtore for thoſe who ſeek his 


face: but when I am in heavineſs, I grow lukewarm 
about the ſtate of my periſhing fellow-creatures. 

O my ſiſter, let us endeavour to follow the bleſſed 
ſteps of our crucified Maſter, who never grew weary 
in the labour of love for our ſalvation. May you, and 
your dear ſiſters, daily grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt; 
that, after having fought the good fight of faith, ye 
may inherit eternal life ! 


SSSI ESSE ISS $$$ $ $$$ Þ 
To one of her Aunts. 


Caſileward. 


Av time has been ſo taken up of late, with thoſe 
who are ſeeking the kingdom of heaven, or 
thoſe who have found the pearl of great price, that 


deferred anſwering my dear aunt's letter. I agree 


with you that“ all who live a good life, and have 
faith, hope, and charity, and truſt in the merits of 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, will go to heaven.” 
But, my dear aunt, where on the earth are thele 
fruits to be found in one that is not regenerate—born 
again of the Holy Ghoſt? Oh, no—till we are in- 
grafted into the true vin, even Chriſt Jeſus, we can- 
not have our Vruit unto holineſs. By nature, we 
are all defiled, abomirjable, and prone to evil con- 
tinually, and, therefoxe, cannot ſerve God in % 


beauty of kolane/s, till the Spirit of truth convinceth 


us 


day 2 2 | „ ed” Re En ER 


— — nn. 
„ „„ awd 


us of fin, and then of the righteouſneſs which 
Chriſt wrought out 7 the juſtification of thoſe who 
2re weary and heavyHaden with their ſins. But what 
is © living a good life?” St. Paul ſays to the con- 


verted brethren, Your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 
Yes—they once lived to the luſts of men, but were | 
afterwards made children of God by adoption and ' 


grace; and, in conſequence, had all holy and hea- 
venly tempers. Strange! that this blinded genera- 
tion ſhould think to obtain heaven in any other way 
than that which all the holy apoſtles and ſaints trod 
before. Yes, we mult be holy—even as they were 
loly, The Lord ic the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever he cannot behold iniquity ; therefore, we muff 
purify eurſelves even as he is pure. Again, what is 


/aith? Thus the apoſtle defines it: Farth is the exi- 


dence of things not ſeen —the ſubſtance of things hoped 


for. O my dear aunt, have you ever experienced 


this lively faith, which excludes all doubt of our ac- 
ceptance with God, through the Son of his love ? 
By this faith we gain a knowledge of the remiſſion 
of our ſins, and, conſequently, have peace with God: 
the ſting of death, which 1s n, is, likewiſe, taken 
away. Oh, let us not deceive ourſelves. / v 
ave not the Spirit of Chriſt (which all who truly be- 
heve receive) we are none of has, Now let us examine 
what hope means. Why, faith the inſpired pen- 
man, Hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God 
is ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which 15 
gin unto us. Now, let my. dear aunt aſk herſelf, 
Have I ever, at any particular time, felt this love ſhed 
abroad in my heart, ſo that I could rejoice in God, 
and love all mankind, friends and enemies? Let us 
now ſee what charity lignifieth, that is, in the ſerip- 
tural ſenſe, love. To know preciſely the meaning of 
this, read the igth chapter of St. Paul's firſt epiſ- 
tie to the Corinthians, _ perhaps, you will find 
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it explained in a light you never conſidered it in be. 
fore. | | 
The Lord is carrying on a wonderful work in a 
-pariſh adjoining this. It is, indeed, marvellous in 
the eyes of all around. Oh, come, and be a par- 
taker in the joy-which all feel Who know they have 
an intereſt in the wounds of a crucified God! Fare. 
well. May the Lord make manifeſt the unjearchable 
wviches of his free grace to your ſoul, is the ſincere 
prayer of | | 
Your very affectionate Niece, 


nn Dοοα 8 TS COTS TELE EDE naADeeng 
To one of her ſerious Acquaintances, 


My dear Mrs. G, | 
CONFESS I have been very remiſs in not 
1 ſooner fulfilling my promiſe of writing to you: 
but {wretched creature that I am !) how often have 
I broken my covenant with the King of kings! No 
wonder, then, that I ſhould forget an earthly being. 
I hope, dear madam, you will ſhew your 23 
by ſpeedily anſwering this. = 
Whenwe conſider the vaſt numbers who are tread- 
ing the broad way that leadeth to deſtruction, and are 
ting without God in the world, how can we ſuffici- 
_ently praiſe and adore that goodneſs, by which we 
have been called out from amongſt them! Surely, 
great and precious are the promiſes given to hol. 
who, being ſenſible of their loſt and undone condition 


by nature, fly for refuge to the wounds of a dying 


Saviour, who once bore-all our ins, in his own body, 

on the tree, that we ſhould be dead unto ſin, and ali 

unto righteouſneſs. Oh, what an ineftimable mY 

lege is this, that poor, ſinful worms may come boldly 

to the throne-of grace, and find help in every time of 
nced— pardon from ſin, and a prelent * 

rom 


I 


T 33-3 


from the power of it! Yes, dear madam, it was 
for this the Lord 'of glory led a ſuffering life, and 


died an ignominious death, that he might redeem us 


from all iniquity, and preſent ws to himſelf à glorious 
church, without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 


'[ithout controverſy, great is the myſtery of godlineſs, 
hat we ſhould 25 4.9 dentaler, L — hy 
and through Chriſt Oat ans; us, be enabled to 
overcome the world, the devil, and the fleſh. F we 
walk in the Spirit, we ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh, 
ſaith the apoſtle. We muft, therefore, have 


« A ſpirit ſtill prepar d. 
And arm'd with jealous care, 
For ever ſtanding on its guard, 
And watching unto pray'r.” 


Let us, in all temptations, look to the firong fop 
frength : and, thoùgh iniquity come in as a flood, 
vet, by caſting all our care upon him, who hath-pro- 
miſed to defend ns with his favourable loving-kind- 
neſs, as with a ſhield, we fhall be ſapported. If we 


truſt in our own ſtrength, we lean on a broken reed. 


Nothing leſs than our faith can give us the victory 
over the world; and crucified to it we mult be, be- 
fore we can be glorified with Chriſt, He hath left us 


an example that tue ſhould: follow tus ſteps. Though he 


was rich, yet, for our ſakes, he became poor — ſo poor, 
that he had not ſometimes a place where to lay his 
head. And, ſhall we ſeek the Henning things of earth, 
for which he ſhewed fuch an utter contempt ? No— 
let us lay up our treaſure in heaven, where neither Tufts 
nor wo doth corrupt. There are ſuch joys prepared 
tor Chriſt's true followers as eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive. Let us not, then, give up this 
neavenly heritage for a momentary portion here: 
rather, let us imitate the merchant- man of whom our 

| O 2 Saviour 
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Saviour tells us, who having found one pearl of great 
price, went, and ſold all that he had to buy it. Oh may 

we count all things loſs, that we may win Chriſt, and 

be found in him, not having our own ee which 

(as the prophet ſpeaks) zs as a filthy rag. May we be 
continually magnifying the riches of free grace, and 
warning ſinners to fee from the wrath to come, whether 

they will hear, or whether they will forbear. We muſt 
expect to have our names caft out as evil: but, bleſſed | 
are ye (faith our great Maſter) when men fhall revilt 
you, and ſpeak all manner of evil againſt you falfely, for 
my ſake : rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for, great 15 
your reward in heaven. Oh, let us, therefore, eſteem Ii - 
his reproach our greateſt glory, that we may be 
among the number of thoſe, who, through fazth and i | 
patrence, have inherited the promiſes, and are now 
Jinging the e of redeeming love in a bliſsful 
eternity. May you and I. having our lamps trimmed, Ml 
and our {:ghts burning, wait for the heavenly Bride. 
room, when he ſhall come to judge the world in rigl. 
#cou/neſs, and the people with Ins truth. Farewell. 
May you be deeply rooted and grounded in de love 
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of God, which paſſeth knowledge.! Amen. 
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IT o a Chriſtian Siſter in Lurgan. Mi 

Fx | | ES 

et 8 Bail, Nov. 26, 1779. Hv 
My very dear, and well- beloved Friend, | 3 
| 


HOUGH abſent from you in body, yet you g. 
| have been often brought to my remembrance, 
ſince I left you, and my other dear friends in Lurgan. If 
I believe it was the rod of a moſt indulgent, good M 
God, and Father, that ſeparated me from you. 
confeſs, it was not joyous, at the time, to be called 
from my native land, and dear children, whom I ne- 

ver expected to ſee more, when I embarked as 
| land; 


(a9 J 


and ;. but (ever praiſed be my Lord and Saviour 
2 for his great benefits to a moſt unworthy: worm !) E 
K truſt it was for my fuller purification, and ſpiritual 
50 advantage: for, though I have met with ſome trials, 

1 ſince my arrival, I: ſee, he woundeth but with an in- 
1 tent to heal our internal maladies. My body is, like- 
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of wiſe, much relieved from pain, &c. * * * A * 1 
F It was our intention to ſtay a year here, when we | 

N left you. May God forward our return, if it be for it I 
% I our good, and his glory! % 0, ns 
for I would eſteem a few lines from you a great favour, Fl. 
2 28 I long to hear whether our little Zion proſpers. 1 | 
be The friends of Jeſus have my love, Which 1 beg you 11 


r 


ul prefent to them. Believe me, my dear Mrs. 
* M — „bee ! an ra 
U Unfeighedly your's, Sc. 
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gh To a Chriſtian: Siſter in Lurgan. 
ove e Bath, Feb. 26, 1786: 


* dear ſiſter's kind favour was truly accepta- 

E ble to me. I rejoice to find that dear H=— 
F is brought into the liberty of God's children. 
May ſhe hold faſt the beginning of her confidence 
ſtedfaſt unto the end! We mult” cleave to our dear 
Lord, and follow his commandments in darkneſs, as 
7% Nvell as in light; for, iff we faint in the day of ad- 


verſity, our ſtrength is but ſmall. They that can- if 
you not bear deſertion (faith a good author) fall into- Al 
185 dejection, and forſake the way of life 5 but, let us | {ih t 
an. emember, comfort will come to us in due time. |} 
5 F If we tarry the ; Lord's leiſure, he will, at length, 1 
1 one, and that with a recompence. Ts 1 
led Wi. [ have been under the croſs, for ſome time paſt, 115 

having had a painful return of my old complaint; 1 


but, through mercy, I find the grace of God ſut- 
i O 3 ficient, 
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988 ] 
ficient, ſo. that he. does not ſuffer me to be tempted 
above that I am able to bear. I feek in general, a 
conſtant peace, and looking up to Jeſus, to keep me || 
from hour to hour; knowing that if he does not 
guard the city of my ſoul, all my own waking is in 
vain. I often ſeem (as Luther ſpeaks) to lie becalm. 
ed in the boſom of my God. O my dear friend, 
what a mercy is this, after the billows have gone over 
my war ay 4 that I, ſometimes, almoſt thought, 
ſurely, my hope and my expettation is cut off from 


the Lord. 


Farewell. May the God of peace be in your 
dwelling, bleſſing you in your body and foul, is the 
lincere prayer of „ „ 


Your truly affeQionate Friend, and Siſte. 


f = | 
2 — Ve 'u 


To a Lady profeſiing Godiineſs, who dreſſed 
according to the Courſe of this. World, and 
lived too much in its Spirit. | 


My dear Friend, | 8 
V heart is troubled within me — becauſe of the 
| falſe ways many profeſſors take, my bones 
even ſhake. Truly, my dear friend, I am jealow 
over you with a godly jealouſy, leſt you ſhould nat 


believe to the full ſalvation of your precious foul; 


for, they that are Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh, wi 
the affetions and luſts thereof. If we live in the Spit 
let us, alſo, walk in the Spirit, and not be deſirous gl 
vain-glory, by —_— our poor, periſhing bodies, |th 
we allure the eyes of men, and ſo God not hold u 
-guiltleſs, if we be a means of exciting thoſe paſſion) 
in others, which are ſuch an abomination in his fight 


Judith tired her hair, when ſhe wanted to enſnar 
5 _ Holoferns 


UE 

Holofernes's heart; but we never read of women 
ſearing the Lord, who thus bade deflance to the law 
of God, and all thoſe threatenings he hath: denounced,. 

in the third chapter of Iſaiah, againſt. thoſe careleſs 
women who dwell at eaſe in Zion. Conſider the joint 
teſtimony, of: thoſe great 2 Peter and Paul, 
who teach that women fhould adorn themſelves in mo- 
deft apparel, with ms” and ſobriety, not with 
broidered hair, Gc. but, as becometh women profeſſins 
godline/s, with good: works. Whojo defjnſeth the com- 
mandment ſhall be 2 deſtroyed. Oh, then, 45 not turn a 


deaf ear to God's reproof, who may now be warning 
you, even by unworthy me. Ob, make no long 


tarrying to turn to the Lord; but, as you value your 
immortal ſoul, deny yourſelf, and take up your crols; 


for, truly, if we do mot ſubmit to ſuffer with Chriſt, 
we ſhall never reign with him. It is only they, who. 


through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, that 
ſhall live a 2 of grace be = and a life o glory 
— _ thi manfu be 40% of the 

anner, againſt the. luſt of e the luſt of the eye, 
and the Ge of life, leſt you 2 4 
already wrought, 

My poor prayers accompany this. May my dear 

friend ſee that our calling's glorious hope is inward 


and outward holineſs! I encloſe you a. ſerman of 


good old John Bunyan, who was careful not to hold 
the truth in unrighteouſneſ5. 


With B51 wiſhes for your' s, and my ied * . 


= —  happinels, in time and eternity, I 
re | 
Your affectionate Friend, &c. 


/ 
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fight under Chriſt's. 
he things you have 
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To a young Lady, Sho 'wis's Loves of Pur 
© rather than a Lower Y God. 


ay dear mala B_——, 


LOVE for your immortal ſoul induces me to 

trouble you with theſe few lines, being conſcious 
that without mat no ma A fee the Lord, and, like- 
wiſe, knowing liveth in pleaſure 15 dead 
while ſhe oeth. 5 70 heart (we are told) 2s deſperately, 
wicked, and deceitful above all things ; therefore, pcr. 
haps, we may flatter ourſelyes that this does not con- 
cern us; but oh! let us not deceive ourſelves, If 


* 


we live to the luſt of the eye, it is certain that we are 


not the children of the moſt high God; for (faith 
the apoſtle) all that is in the world the luſt of the fleſh, 
the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of the Fa- 
ther, but ts of the world; and the world paſſeth away, 
and the luſts thereof. Oh, my dear friend, let us re- 
member that eternity is haſtening on-apace. We 
{hall foon, prepared, or unprepared, be called to meet 
our God, who cannot behold the leaſt iniquity. ' Oh 
that I could now perſuade you to turn-to the Lord, 
with all your heart] Give up all you have, and are, 
to his heavenly diſpoſal. Make but trial of his love. 
I can-fay ee for ever be my heavenly Comfort - 
er!) that I find his ways pleaſantne/s, and all his paths 
peace. Much rather would I ſuffer affliction with 
his dear people, than enjoy all the pleaſure this world 
could afford. But, what happineſs can it afford its 
greateſt votaries? Only em ty deluſions, and vain 
ſhadows : for, thus ſaith the Lord, There 2s no peace to 
the wicked—and ſuch are all who have not found a 
godly . ſorrow for ſin, and redemption in the blood 
of the Lamb, ſlain to take away the fins of the world; 
nei dende there any other name whereby we can be ſaved. 
Few there are who will not acknowledge this with 
their mouth: but who will credit the report, that he 


gives 


[ 3²¹ ] 


gives a preſent knowledge of ſalvalion by the remiſſion 
of /ins—that he came to create us anew, and make 
extinct the ſenſual man, and eſtabliſh righteouſneſs, 
and true holineſs ? How very few do we find willing 
to take up the croſs here? The generality of the 
world ſeem to think it better to enjoy the pleaſure of 


fm for a ſeaſon.” O precious Lamb of God, who didit 


die for man's offences, ſuffer ' not this thine hand- 
maid to follow the multitude to do etil. Make her- 
willing to come out and be Poa from thts untoward- 
generation Oh, humble her unto the duſt, under a. 
ſenſe of her own vileneſs, that ſhe may ſeek to be 


found in the righteouſneſs which Chriſt hath wrought 
was 


out for the juſtification of loſt mankind ! = | 
I have been witneſs to the mighty power of God, 
in converting many ſouls near us; but oh, they: 
lought the Lord with tears, before they found him 
to be a ſin-pardoning God. Oh, may he blot out 
your tranſgreſſions, as à cloud, that you may ſhine as 
a light in the- midſt of a crooked, and gainſaying 
people 3 8 2 3 
I beg to be affectionately remembered to your 
mother, and am, dear miſs B- e Ri! 
| Your ſincerely affectionate Friend. 


K K R E K K TK 


To a young Lady, who had made her a 
Preſent of ſome curious Work. 


1 RE CEIVED: my dear Maria's letter; and thank 
you-for your kind token of remembrance. But, 
y dear, what avails all the accompliſhments in the 
rorld, without the love of God. Lighter than vanity | 
rc all things here which only ſerve to render us 
ore agreeable to man. If deſtitute of the grace ot 
od's Holy Spirit, they will make us think highly 
1 ourſelves, while we ſhould be learning the great 
" leſſon 


7 ans } 

leſſon of humility and lowlineſs of mind, which 
every one who would be a true follower of the 
lamb-like Son of God muſt inherit. Oh, what a vile 
abominable creature have I been ! abominable in the 
ſight of my holy Creator, while all my acquaintances 
ſeemed to reſpect me, and even court my company ; 
bat Tince I reſolved to devote my whole ſoul and body 
as a reaſonable ſacrifice to my adorable Redeemer, 
Jam become to them as the offscouring of the earth. 
But, oh ! it is a bleſſed thing to  faffer reproach with 
the people of God—better, indeed, than to enjoy all 
the pleaſures this earth can confer. O my dear 
Maria, conſider what wretches we are, till we receive 
remiſſion of our ſins. We are born in fin, and, 
therefore, mu/t be born again of the Spirit, or we can 
never enter into the kingdom of God. How many 
children do I know who have ſought the Lord care- 
. fully with tears, and can now rejoice that all their 
fins are blotted out by ze blood of /prinkling. There 
was one of them, lately, only ten years of, age, who 
made uſe of theſe, or nearly the like expreſſions, 
The narrow path is all overgrown with weeds, but 
the broad road is well-beaten. Oh, heaven is a de- 
lightful place! O pride, pride! Who would be 
proud! It was through pride that the devil was cal 
into hell, when he was a bright angel of light. Hou- 
ever, though the way is ſo ſtrait, we may all get into 
it; but one fin cannot enter there, Oh, hell is 
dreadful, ſtinking place! I-think I ſmell the fire and 
brimſtone.” Then kneeling down, ſhe prayed that 
all the ſinners who were preſent might be converted 
unto God. Oh, my dear Maria, I wiſh I could hea 
that you found your fins a heavy burden to 2 
Believe me, you are beſet with temptations. Per 
haps, you do not think you {ve to the luſts of men, à 
you are not following ſo many of the amuſement 
of the world, as other girls of your age: but yl 
are {till of the number of thoſe who are yet in al 


i 


2 _ 
h Ang. Remember, you muſt take upon you your bap- 


0 tiſmal covenant, wherein you, promiſed to re- 
2 mounce the pomps and vanities of this wicked : 


ie world, and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, and man- 
85 fully to fight under Chriſt's banner. Oh, read your 
Ys Bible—be often on your knees, begging of God to 

dy open your eyes, that. you may ſee Chriit ſo lovely, 

K. that you will never reſt till you can ſay, he is your. 
th. Lord, and your Father. He is willing to receive 

10% you among the number of his adopted children. It 

would make me very happy to be of any ſervice to 
_ my dear Maria, therefore, my love conftrained me to 
give you this advice, as I am ſincerely 


- Your ever affeftionate Couſin. - 
any Wl [44$050505$0$005000000000009000000992S 
are- | i . 
heir I To one of her worldly Acquaintances, Who 
_ appeared once to have good Deſires. 

1 4 . . 


Dear Mrs. 12 


| but Ww a * . A NS Fo 
; de- OVE for your immortal ſoul urges me to cry 
1 be out to you, as one on a precipice, Turn thou, 


turn thou—for, why wilt thou die?” Oh, - ſurely, 
you muſt be conſcious you have often rejected the 
counſel of God, and done deſpite unto the Spirit of 


151 grace, who, no doubt, has been ſtriving with you. 
55.0 Oh let 1t not be in vain! Be not like "thoſe who 
I that would have none of God's reproof, but loved their 
end on ways, and their own doings. Our eyes hall 


ſoon be ſhut to all the world calls great and good. 
What, then, ts a man advantaged, if he ſhould gain 
lie whole world, and loſe his own foul ? Oh, let us 
leck 2 building of God, eternal in the heavens! Let us 


4 . 
_ 1 ell all we have, to buy the pearl of great price. But, 
. what ſhall a man give in exchange for it? Why, a 
1 tho total ſurrender of ourſelves, of our body, /oul, and 


ſbirit, to the Lord. Yet this cannot waſh out our 
O 6 guilty 


L 324 J 
guilty ſtains; therefore, we muſt apply to the foun. 
tain opened for fin and for uncleanneſs, and be deter- 
mined to confeſs Chriſt upon earth, that he may 
confeſs us before his Father in heaven. Oh, let us 
join the followers of the Lamb, however deſpiſed 
and rejecled of men, and not count any thing dear 
to us, in this world, fo that we may finiſh our courſe 
with joy. Ambition for worldly things 1s the bane 
of the ſoul. . Oh let us ſeek the honour that cometh 
from God only] Do not think it ſtrange that I thus 
addreſs you; but take it as a ſolemn warning that 
you go not into that lake of fire, reſerved for the 
fearful, and the unbelieving. Then our deareſt 
friends, for whom we have, perhaps, given up our 
God, can do us no good. Even ſuppoſing them in 
paradiſe, they will not be permitted to bring a drop 

of water to cool the, burning tongue. Oh, then, 
think on theſe things, before wrath come upon you 

to the uttermoſt! Believe me 

| A lover of your ſoul, A. S. 


$$200900090000000390900005000900000900- 


To a local Methodiſt-Preacher, who appeared 
100 worldly-minded. 


My dear Brother, _ | 
HOUGH this comes from a weak woman, 

1 I hope you will not deſpiſe it, as regard for 
your precious and immortal foul is the only motive 
that induces me to take the liberty of telling you, 
in love, ſome thoughts Which occurred in my laſt 
illneſs, relative to your conduct. My dear brother, 
vou have been often a witneſs of the power of 
God in faving ſinners, and I doubt not but you 
have been yourſelf an inſtrument of turning ſome 
from their evil doings : but, what will this avail, i 
while you are preaching to others, you are not an . 
* jr an! 


* 
N 
W 
128, 
+4 
* 
4 
2 
T i 
2 4 
C 
. 
1H 
. 
» 
ye 
$: 
my : 
1 
15 
0 
FER» 
$ 209% 
45 
: 6 
. 
Ng 
CE 
$ Ys 
1 * 
Het 
F 
1 
bY, 7 
1 
1 
e 
1 
7. 
" - 
+ 4*7. 
5 
f 
17 
127 
999 
Fa 
15 ** 
{ 
: fy 
* 
1 * 
1 
4 
1 
>, 
T7 > 
5 
11 
: 
19% 
F335: 
* 
J 
FIY 
9 
37 
: 
$7 
Fi 
14 
14 
15 
144 
$4.55 
. 
ve 
i. 4 
> 


— my 

» — — 
© = 
22 * 


— 
3 — 


jan, 
for 
tive 
„Ou, 
laſt 
her y 
r of 
you 
ome 
1, if 
2 . 
27 


[ 325 1 
ample to the believers, of brotherly-kindnels, hoſſ pi- 
tality, and deadneſs to the world. Surely, theſe 
fruits ſhould be in us, and abound, if we- think to 
meet above, where the heaven of heavens 1s love. 
The Apoſtle exhorts us thus, Be not unmindful to 


entertain ſtrangers. Now, my dear brother, do you 
bring the poor and needy to your table? Are you 


as eyes to the blind, and as feet to the lame? Is 
your treaſure in heaven? Or, have you heaped up 
riches to witneſs againſt you, in the laſt day? Oh, 
remember that covetouſngſt is idolatry. Conſider 
what the Pſalmiſt ſays of the righteous man, He 
hath diſperſed abroad—he hath given to the poor—hts 
righteouſneſs remaineth for ever. We have need to 
work, whale it is called to-day—to caſt off every 
thing that will riſe in judgment againſt us—to ſhake 
ourſelves from the duſt, and no longer ſet our 
affections on things which periſh in the uſing. Per- 
haps, you think me too free; but love unfeigned 
conſtrained me. Ireſt  - . e 
Your ſoul's well-wiſher in the bonds of peace. 


4444464444444 87 
To an ungodly Clergy man. 


Der ::- © rl ; 5x 
I HAVE been much diſtreſſed in thinking about 


you this evening, and though reproof 1s, com- 
monly, a thankleſs office, yet I think it incumbent 
on me to warn you, leſt you come into that place 
of torment, out of which there is no redemption, 
Indeed, I fear thoſe words will be fulfilled in you, 
{he wicked ſhall not liue out half their days; and as 


fo your ſtate in eternity, we are expreſsly told in 


the Scripture, that no drunkard ſhall inherit the kings 
dom of God. Oh, be wiſe before it be too late ! 
You have taken upon you the work of the miniſtry: 
: but, 


(396 J 
but, alas! how does either your precept or example 
inſtruct your flock ? Your practice really makes you 
a reproach to Chriſtianity—but, if you matter not 
this, let, at leaſt, a love for your poor dying body 
reſtrain you from that exceſs of wine, and ſpirituous 
liquors, which is likely to prove your ruin, ſpiri- 
tually, temporally, and eternally. And leſt I ſhould 
never again have an opportunity of opening my 
mind to you on this ſubject, I muſt plainly tell 
you, that you lie dead in treſpaſſes and fins. You: 
1ave never been renewed in righiebuſneſs, but have 
ſtill that carnal mind which is enmity againſt God, 
and if you die in your fins, without being made holy 
in heart and life, Chriſt. ſays, where he is, thither. 
you never can go. Now, though you may deſpiſe 
me, deſpiſe not thoſe words which are written by 
that God who is truth itſelf, and cannot lie. Be 
aſſured, nothing but a ſenſe of duty, and love to 
you, could have compelled me to write in this 
manner. Oh let not this admonition be loſt upon 
you ! but now turn to the Lord, with weepung, faſt-- 
ng, and mourning, and never reft crying for mercy 
to the throne of omg till you know you have 
redemption in the blood of Feſus Chriſt, even the for- 
giveneſs of all your fins. And now to that God who 
is able to ſave all who break off their ſins by repent- 
ance, I commend you with all my heart, being 

| A ſincere lover of your ſoul. 
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To the fame. 


Dear Sir, 1 . 8 MS 
H EARING that you are in the gout, which 
& has been, probably, brouglit on by your in- 
temperance, and hoping that, in your illneſs, your 
mind may be more open to ſerious advice, I _ 
| X the 
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the liberty of addreſſing you again. Perhaps, you 
may think it preſumption in me to diftate to you; 
put it is not my words that ſhall judge you, but 
the words which the Lord hath left upon record, 
declaring that except the wicked repent, they 22 all 
criſh, Now every man that is born into the world 
is wicked, till the Saviour of mankind comes, and 
ſets him free, and then he is free indeed. From a 
multitude of texts which I could - quote, I hope you 
will be ſatisfied with the following, as they ow 
plainly that we maſt be regenerate, and get a new 
nature, or we cannot hope to ſee God but as an an 
Judge, at the great day, when we ſha]l be. called to 
give an account 7 all the deeds done in the body, whes 
ther they be good, or whether they be evil. Thus then 
ſaith the Lord, Feriy, verily, 1 Jay unto thee,- except 
a man be born again of the Spirit, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God : you muſt be born again. Except ye 
be converted, and become as little chloe, ye ſhall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. St. Paul, writin 
to the Corinthians, faith, F any nam be in Chrift, 
he 15 a new creature—old things are paſſed away—be- 


hold, all things are become new: and, in his epiſtle 


to the converted brethren at Coloſſe, he faith, Ye 
have put off the old man, with his deeds, and have put 
on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of am that created him. The ſame Apoſtle 
likewiſe teſlifies, that they that are in the fleſh cannot 
pleaſe God—without holine/s: no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
If any man kave not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none 
of his. In Clirift Jeſus nether circumciſion availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumciſon, but a new creature. 
St. Peter, alſo, ſpeaks of thoſe who were born again, 
not of 72 feed, but of incorruptible, even by the 
word of God, whach liveth and abideth for ever: where- 
fore (adds he) laying aside all analice, and all guile, 
and hypocrifies, and enmes, and all evil-ſpealings, as 


veto born babes, ' defire the fincere mil of theguord, 


that 
4 


t 


that ye may grow thereby. Remember it is written, 
The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all the pope 
that forget God—The Lord loveth the righteous, but the. 
wicked his ſoul hateth. I am ſure, from all theſe 
plain paſſages, you muſt either not believe the word 
of God, or confeſs that the wicked muſt be con- 
verted, or condemned. Now I ſhould: be ſorry to 
think that you did not believe the Bible, for then 
there would be but ſmall hopes of you: and as 1 
truſt that you are not an infidel, then let me beſeech 
you to cry mightily unto the Lord, that he may. 
open your eyes to ſee the wondrous things of his: 
law; for, by human learning, you will never be. 
able to comprehend them. 2 world by vuiſdom 
knows: not Cod; therefore, he ſpeaks againſt ſome, 
daying, therr fear towards me ig taught by the precepis 
of men. We are too apt to look to the w/e, to the 
/cnbes, to the learned biſhops, and. to think, that 
ſince their opinions are contrary to this, we ſhould. 
not give credit to it. But, ſhall we believe man, 
rather than God? He hath expreſsly ſaid, Not many 
wife men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
noble are called: and again he tells us, that the natu- 
ral man recaveth not the things of the Spirit of Go. 
for, they are fooliſhneſs unto ham ; neuther can he know: 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. Now, 
you are yet a natural man, that is, you have the 
ſame corrupt, evil nature that you were born with. 
—you are not born again, and made a partater of. 
the divine nature. You are à child of wrath, even as 
others. You are under the curſe of God's broken 
law, for it is written, Cur/ed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are written-in the book 
of the law to do them—Whoſoever offendeth in one 
foint is guiliy of all. Perhaps, you may ſay, © How: 
does ſhe know that I am not become a child of 
God?” As eafily as I know a tree by its fruits. 
My dear Sir, you have not the fruits of the * 
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It is by te law, and by the teftzmony; that you muſt 
ſtand or fall. You are not dead to ſin, and alive 
unto God. You have not crucified the fleſh, with 
its affections and luſts. The life you now lead is 
not by the faith of the Son of God. Oh, how 
much is that precious ſalvation which is offered by 
Chriſt, lighted in the world! Oh, think that he 
ſpilt the laſt drop of his blood to redeem us from 
iniquity ! And ſhall we. continue in ſin, and thereby 


crucify the Lord of glory afreſh?, God forbid 1. Oh 


let us come to Chriſt, without money, and without 


price, weary, and heavy-laden ; and though our fins 
be as /carlet, he has promiſed to make them whate as 


/uow, in the fountain opened for fin, and for unclean- 
„e. He hath given us 1 and precious promiſes 
ly—heal our e 


that he will /ove us PL 
and give us the knowledge of ſalvation, by the remiſſion 
of our fins—that he will write his laws in our heatts 
—will put his Spirit within us—and that he will be 
unto us a God, and we ſhall be unto: him à people. 0 
Sir, there is an aſſurance of pardon to be obtained 


in this life: reſt not without it—it is your privi- 


lege to find it, for, God 2s no reſbecter of perſons. 


But bring no worthineſs of your own to him; for, 
we are FO 2 7 not of works, leſt any man 
ot. Eo 


that the free gift of God might come upon all men, 


unto juſtification of life. 


My dear Sir, you have a heavy charge upon you, 
The prophet Ezekiel faith, that you have not only 
your own fins, but the fins of your whole flock to 
anſwer for, if you negle& to warn them of their 
danger. But oh, you cannot diſcern the danger 
they are in, till the eyes of your own underſtanding 


are enlightened to ſee the exceeding ſinfulneſs + 4 


ln, The impoſition of human hands, without the 
Spirit of God, will not qualify you to be @ preacher 
of righteouſneſs. Die Iduna muſt be firſt a pa 


7 
taker 


hath concluded all men under fin, - 
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taker of the fruits, before he can deal them out to 
others. Oh, then, pray importunately to God to. 
give you the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, leſt you 
be a blind leader of the blind. Do not take it amiſs 
that I ſhould give you this counſel, neither con- 
ſider Who it is that writes it; but aſk yourſelf, my 
dear Sir, if it be not juſt and true. I ſhall now 
conclude by praying that you may ſo take heed to 
yourſelf, and to your dottrine, that you may fave 
your own ſoul, and the ſouls. of them that hear 
you. Oo : 


$00000000000605$00000000000464 $0949 
| To one of her worldly Acquaintances. 


Dear Madam; . 
A S the Lord has been graciouſly pleaſed to raiſe 
a you up from your late illneſs, I truſt his 
mercies will move you. to engage yourſelf heartily 
in his bleſſed ſervice. Oh, 5 — is our life worth, 
if it be not employed, in working out our ſalvation 
with fear and trembling | Eternity is at hand — and 
oh, how ſhall we appear, if we have not obtained 
an intereſt in the blood and; righteouſneſs of the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt! He died. the juſt for the uy, 
that he might. bring us to God: but we make his 
death of no effect, as to us, if we live after the fleſh. 
Our bleſſfed Lord affirnis that they who. are re- 
deemed from amongſt men, and choſen out of the 
world which lieth in wickedneſs, walk in a narrow 
way, an unfrequented path, which few find. Oh, 
let us endeavour to awake unto righteouſneſs, and ſia 
not / I believe that many err from the way of truth, 
and holineſs, becauſe they ſearch not the Scriptures, 
which alone teſtify of God: If we read Gods 
word, with a ſincere intention to. know his wil 
188 | | concerning 
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3 us, and pray to him to enlighten our 
underſtanding, that we may ſee the things that 
make for our eternal peace, we may reſt aſſured 
that God will hear from heaven his dwelling- place, 
and fulfil that promife, The blind ſhall ſce out of 
obſcurity. Indeed, by nature, we are all {ke the deaf 
adder, that ſtoppeth her ears; but, when God, by his 
Spirit, convinces us of fin, and then of his ngh- 
teouſneſs to juſtify us, our delight will be to run the 
way of his commandments. Our affeftions be- 
come new—we have our heart, and our treaſure 
in heaven, ſo that. we think it our trueſt intereſt, 
as well as chief happineſs, to forego all the profits 
and pleaſures of this tranſitory world, for the fulneſs 
of joy that is in God's preſence for evermore. O 
my dear Mrs. S, if you ſeek. the Lord, he 
will be found of you: and, bleed are the people 
that have the Lord for their God, I once lived with- 
out the knowledge of God, or his ways, being a 
lover of pleaſures more than of him; but, ſince his 
long-ſuffering has led me to repentance, 'T' could 


with that all the world might taſte and fee how good 


he is. It was this motive which influenced me to 

write theſe few lines, and as they are intended in 

love, I hope you will not be offended at them. I 
really wiſh your ſoul's proſperity, and reſt. | 

Your affectionate humble ſervant, A. S. 

The reading of the third chapter of St. John's 

goſpel may prove a bleſſing to you, if accompanied 
with prayer. — — 5 e 
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To Mrs. D | bs 
| Briſtol, Auguit 5, 2786, 


* 


My dear Friend, VC 
HE continual hurry I have been kept in, 
ſince I came here, will, I. hope, plead my 
excuſe, for not ſooner informing you of my ſafe 


nene, 


There is a large body of preachers at the Confer. 
ence, and matters ſeem to go on as amicably as 
can be expected. What a ſweet thing is it, when 


the Prince of peace is amongſt them. 


My bodily complaints, at preſent, are but trifling. 
As to my ſpiritual eſtate, I feel. myſelf poor, and 
needy, yet ofttimes experience that the Lord is 
my helper. He doth teach, and lead me in the 
way wherein: I- ſhould. go; although. my pilgrim-. 
footſteps often. fail, wa the remains of a carnal 
mind. cauſe me often to mourn in ſecret. ' Ob, 
what a comfort it is to know that we have an 


Advocate with the Father, and that the fountain of 


„Our Saviour's blood Rill open ſtands, 8 
To waſh our feet, our head, our hands, 
Till we are perfetted in love.” 


a Þ. 
- 2 


1 hope my dear and kind friend Mr. D— 
will return to you, and his ſweet family, ſtrength- 
ened mightily, both in the inward, and outward. - 
man: and that the God of peace and love may 


be in the midſt of you, is the ſincere wiſh, and 


prayer of WM | | | 

Your much-indebted Friend, and affectionate 
Servant, * 

SV 
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70 Mrs. — 
505 2 ö Bath, 1 9, 1781, 


1 CONF Ess my dear friend's laſt kind favour 


deſerved a ſpeedier reply; but, really, I am fo 
much diſcouraged, by a view of my unprofitablenels, 
and inability to convey any inſtruction (except 
when I am aſſiſted from on high, and feel the Spirit 
kelping my infirmities) that I ſometimes fear I may 
appear remiſs to thoſe whom I love and eſteem, 
and to whom I feel myſelf much indebted. 

The account of the little girl you have ado aud 
into your family, is charming. Bleſſed be God. 
who inclineth the hearts of his creatures to fuch 
labours of love, which are truly PR in his ſight. 
There are precious promiſes for thoſe who thus 
remember the fatherleſs, and the widows, in their 
allliction; and our dear Lord, at the reſurrection of 
the juſt, ſhall ſay, with approbation, J. was @ 


ſtranger, and ye. took me in.” Surely , 


ky Morn A in all the ways of' God. . 
WMWe find our heav'n on earth begun. 


O my very dear friend, let us wreſtle to enter into 
the holieſt of holies, by the blood of the Lamb. 
He willeth our ſanctification. Lord. enable uy to | 
give thee our whole hearts. 


4 Soul, and body, bought with price, 
Be thy "—_ ſacrifice.” | wal 


Indeed, I ſee we muſt fight, if we would obtain 
The Chrifiants life 1s, - truly, a warfare. Many, 


very many formidable foes have ariſen, to ſhake my 


- confidence in the Lord of hoſts ; but, at preſent, 


through mercy, my heart 1s. fixed, truſting 3 
rd 


* 
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Lord. I find him a ſure refuge in every time of 
trouble, and know in whom I have believed. Oh 
that my God would make a full end of ſin, and 
bring in his own everlaſting righteouſneſs, that I 
might triumph gloriouſly, becauſe of the truth! 
eſterday, I received an account of the death 
of poor Peggy Davidſon, the blind woman to whom 
Mr. D —— was fo kind a benefactor. I was 
pleaſed on looking over her laſt letter, which 
| breathes ſomething very ſweet. Speaking of Mr. 
Smyth and me, ſhe prays * That the Lord may give 
us the conſtant joy of his recenciled countenance, 
and the gentleman who was the inſtrument of 
doing a poor ſtranger good; and then adds, 
4 Wil he pleaſe to accept my poor prayers? O 
thou precious Lamb, who bought him with thy 
precious blood, apply it to his ſoul. Cleanſe him 
from all. ſin by thy purifying faith. Give him thy 
kingdom of grace here, and glory hereafter, = 


May he, and you, and I be bleſt 
With peace, to carnal minds unknown, 
And meet our {miling Lord, at laſt, | 
And greet each other round the throne !” 


Poor thing ! I hear ſhe went 'through a great con? 
flict, before her departure hence; but, I truſt, ſhe 
is now happily ſheltered in Immanuel's breaſt, where 
ſhe reſts from all her griefs and ſorrows, which were 
neither ſmall, nor few. | | 

I am glad my dear friend feels the power of the 
Higheſt overſhadowing her. Oh, fear none of 
thoſe things which may come upon you. I believe, 
in all things, we had better take no thought for ht 
morrow; though, I confeſs, 1 am not always 40 
ſimple as to live by the day; but I fee ſuch love- 
lineſs in it, that I would fain recommend it to thy 
dear friend. Should the Lord take away the aig 


= 


on- 
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here 
yere 
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of your eyes, with-a flroke, he can give you ſtrength 


according to your day, and make. you willing to 
reſign your dear, little, engaging. Benjamin into 


his boſom. | 
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To Mr. D 


Bath, January 21, 1781. 


Oo MY dear friend, may the Lord 


Write gratitude upon my heart, 
For, gratitude is due, 


to him, the bountiful donor of all I enjoy, and to 
you, my beloved friend, whoſe 2 to an 
unworthy worm has been, and ſtill is, fo unmerited 
and free, that my heart ſinks (on reflection) in 
humiliating ſelf-abaſement. The hamper, which 
contained your generous preſent, and loving epiſtle, 
reached us, this morning, in ſafety. I may truly 
lay, on the receipt of it, my heart was filled with 
thankful love towards you, and my lips with prayer, 


| that the Lord might ſupply your every need, out 


of the riches. of his free, unbounded mercy, ſo that 
vou might want no manner of thing that is good, 
either in time, or in eternity. 5 

1 find you are, at preſent, under the rod; but, 
I doubt not, it is in tender love and faithfulneſs 
the Lord hath cauſed you to be afflicted. Our 
fleſh is averſe to the croſs, yet muſt be denied 
crucified to its own will and choice, being ſweetly 
grven up to our heavenly Father's wiſe diſpoſal in 
all things, who often chaſtiſes his own, that they 
may not be condemned: with the world. I have 
been but poorly. in body myſelf, for ſome time paſt ; 
but my God doth all things well. I feel Lhave 

| need 
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ſtrait things into the wide: „yet this is 
| g y 


t 8 7 


need of a thouſand ſtripes, to bring me into, and 


keep me in, the narrow path of ſelf-denial; for, 
indeed, my dear friend, P find nature muſt die, 
before all things belonging to the ke op can grow, 
and flouriſh. 


6 Ts ek; the ſtill, the Jowly mind, 
Oh may 1 learn of thee, ap God!“ 


But no ſooner is one bane to this heavenly 52 of 
mind crucified, than ſome other gigantic foe ariſes, 
ſo that my ſpirit, weak as grals, has ſometiing 
feared I ſhould fail, ere I reach the length: how- 
ever, at preſent, I have hope towards God, that, 
through the Captain of my ſalvation, I ſhall be 
more than conqueror, at laſt. J am glad to find 
my dear friend is more firmly perſuaded that there 
remains a reſt for che people of God— 


« A reſt, whos pure enjoyment reigns, 
And God is lov' d alone.“ 


It is then from our own works we ceaſe: but ah! 


what deſerts he between! Yet, Tet us not be dil. 


couraged by the hinderances we may meet with'on 
the road. It is a ſevere exerciſe, the weaning 
from all creature-good,” which, I believe, none 
can judge-of, but thoſe who have paſt —_— i 

ut the 


preparation to our being entirely crucified to felt.” 


Oh, may we keep back no part of the price, but 


give up our all for him. * to whom our more than 
Yeo we owe! 5 


« When, O my God, ſhall 1 
For thee ſubmit to die ? Feel 
Oh, haſten the hour—thy kingdom brings in, 
And give me the power to live without ſin. 20 
W 


nd 
or, | 
lie, 
WW, 
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I wiſh I could tell yon ſome good news about 


Bath; but, indeed, the God of this world ſeems to 


have ſpread his dominion far and wide here: yet 
there is 4 remnant; a little flock, whoſe hands, T hope, 
you will be a means of ſtrengthening, if 1t 1s judged 
expedient for you to make proof of the water. - 

Mr. P is, at preſent, confined with the 
gout. God grant it may be a means of working 
in him repentance unto life, never to be repented 
of ! 1 IVE 

Mr. Smyth, in a thankful ſenſe of your kindyels, 
and in ſincere love to you, and dear Mrs. D, 


| joins 8 


Your very unworthy Sifter, but ſincerely 
affethonate, and ever-obliged Friend. 


OOOSESSSSSHHSSSHOGHGIGG GG GS-4 GGS HIS 
To Mrs. 5. 

Killiney, near Dublin, June 19, 1782. 

My dear kind Friend | POE 

M Y heart has often, of late, reproached me with 


my ſeeming negle& in not anſwering your 
laſt letter; but oh, my friend, I have been truly in 


the furnace of affliction. A beloved child, the de- 


light of my eyes, and the joy of my heart, has been 
taken away from me, but taken in mercy: for, ſweet 
babe! he ſeemed meet, and prepared for his everlaſt- 
ing reſt. Indeed, I think he was the beſt, and, in 
many reſpects, the moſt amiable child I ever ſaw, at 
ſix years of age. He was my Samuel I may ſay, a 
child of promiſe—a child of mercy : but I bow be- 
neath the mighty hand of God, confeſling he hath 
done all things well, TY | 


P «© Tho? 


tall 


© Tho' nature ſuffers, loath to part 
With a dear child, who won my heart, 
Yet, taught by grace, I car't repine, 

- But unto God his loan reſign.” 


«+ » 
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At the ſame time my dear Samuel was ill, I had two 
other children in the meaſles, and Mr. Smyth con- 
fined with a ſore leg; and, ſince then, my only ſon 
remaining has been in a bad ſtate of health, which 
has induced us to come to this country-place, for the 
benefit of the goat's-whey, and bathing in the ſea; 
But, theſe are not the only afflictions God has been 
pleaſed to lay on our loins; for, my eldeſt brother 
departed this life, about three weeks ago, who was 
the only ſupport of my poor, aged father, as there has 
been a great change in his affairs, ſince I ſaw you, 
having loſt all his employments, which were pretty 
conſiderable. My brother was juſt on the remove toa 
new living, valued at four hundred pounds per annum. 
It now ſeems the call of Providence that my dear fa- 
ther ſhould be with us. We have, therefore, invited 
him to ſhare what we have, and he has conſented to 
abide with us. Oh, may we be enabled to ſhew him 
all dutiful love, and obedience! Indeed, it is only 
what he deſerves, being always a moſt tender, indul- 
gent parent. | 5 
You ſee, my dear friend, our Lord's words are ve- 
rified, In the world ye ſhall have tribulation. Indeed, 
I look upon it as my portion; and, ſurely, it is a far 
better heritage than the world's meſs of pottage. O 
my God, give what thou wilt, and withhold what thou 
wilt; but grant, that, in every ſituation of life, I may 
prove this to be the victory, even my faith! _ 
May Mr. D — and you be bleſt with every 
bleſſing of the new and everlaſting covenant, is the 
lincere with, and prayer of his, e 23 
. Ever truly affectionate, A. S. 
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| To 


L 639 ] 
To Mrs. 


L Dublin, Sept. 13, 1782. 
My dear Friend, ek | 
AD I not been in the fire, and in the water of 
tribulation, I ſuppole I ſhould, long ſince, have 
unfeignedly thanked you, and Mr. D-——, for your 
unmerited kindne's to a poor creature, unworthy of 
the crumbs that fall: but, indeed, my dear friend, I 
ſeem, of late, to have | L 
A ſoul almoſt inur'd to pain, 
To hardſhip, grief, and loſs.” 


The repeated. ſtripes God has been pleaſed to lay on 
my back have brought my ſpirits low ; but though my 
ſoul cleaveth to the duſt, I believe my tender loving 
Saviour will yet quicken me, and lead me on to 
conqueſt, and a crown. | | 
On Saturday laſt, my dear and well-beloved father 
hade adieu to this vale of miſery and tears, which he 
(above all I almoſt ever knew) proved to beſo: but 
God, I hope, in mercy chaſtened him here, that he 
might not be condemned with the world. Tribula- 
ion did ſeem to bring him to acknowledge that Jeſus 
was all his ſalvation, and all his deſire. His ſufferings. 
were very extreme; but may I not have ſome com- 
tortable hope that his lot is now with the ſaints, who 
praiſe him that was ſlain, to bring: them to God, 
through the thorny paths of ſelf-denial, and bearing 
their daily croſs ? It was his full intention to have 
lived with us, but through extreme weakneſs, he 
could never perform the journey. For ſome time 
before my dear father's death, I had repeated war- 
nings of it, which was the kind voice of my heaven» 
ly father, to prepare my ſoul for what was a trial in- 
ER P 2 1 deed; 


n 


deed; particularly, as I had all reaſan to believe he 


(999 3 


died of a broken heart. But my God doth all things 
well: and, I doubt not but even this dark diſpenſation 
will work together abundantly for my good. Indeed, 

I do find that the Lord ſurrounds, ſuſtains, ang com- 


forts me; ſo that, in his light, I view 


4 AMiQons, from his ſov' reign hand, 
As bleſſings 1 in diſguiſe:!— 


though I can ſcarce ſay they are in diſguiſe, as my 
ſoul beholds the way of the croſs the way to the 
kingdom; nor do I expett ar an entire exemption from 


it, v until 


O 


l take my laſt triumphant night, 
From N s to Zion s height.“ 


Indeed, I do not deſire to alt off the 1 as J feel 
a. neceſſity for the rod, to tay my wanderings, and 
bring me back to the fold of God, from which m 
Co iſh heart too often ſtrays. | 

Tou, my dear friends, J find are much. afflided 
with a tender frame; but, I «ruſt, you experience 

che truth of the Pſalmiſt's words, Hapty 15 the man, 
O Lord, um thou corretleſt, and teachejt out of thy 
law, that thou mayeſt give him reſt from the evil days. 
Sincerely wiſhing all your family proſperity and * 
Pines, 1 in life and death, I reſt 


"dur . but e Friend. 
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[The correſpondent to whom the eight following 
Nettes are addreſſed, laments much that ſhe had pre- 
ſerved only theſe few. Many others which ſhe had 
received ſhe thought ſo excellent, that ſhe diſperſed 


them among her friends, and by this means they have 


been loſt, which is greatly to be regretted, as, in my 
judgment, they were by far the beſt which the au- 
thor ever wrote 1 


To a beloved Intimate, | 


1 HOPE my very dear friend will not impute 
my ſilence to Want of love, or eſteem; but rather 
to the real cauſe, a continued hurry, occaſioned by 
our late removal, and getting home our little- ones. 


Their being with me is a ome ſatisfaction to my 
mind: yet I find they expoſe me to hourly trials, and 
put patience to the proof, which, too often, has not 


its perfect work, as their noiſe and folly raiſe a kind 
of relentment that I know is contrary to the meek 
and lowly mind which all the followers of the Lamb 


attain. You can feel for me, having been exerciſed 
in the ſame manner; but I hope you have obtained 
that victory, which, 'L truſt, through grace, I ſhall be 


enabled to wreſtle for. 1- have, more particularly, 
cauſe to fear being overcome in this way; as, I 


think, it was Wat firſt brought a cloud between his 


and my reconciled God, a few days after I had reaſon 
to believe Vas paſſed from death unto life. O cur- 
ted ſin, that cauſed the Eparatigg,) 1 find 1 have Jull 


need ol. 


” 


A ſoul inur'd-to pain 1 y 
To hardſhip, grief, and loſs : 
Bold to take up, firm to ſuſtain 


The conſecrated croſs.” 
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I, do not wonder at your feelings on account of 
your beloved friend, and worthy companion, Mr. 
B- . But, is there not danger of leaning too 
much on creature-props?. Your letter reminded me 
of a temarkable warning T had in a dream, not to 
put my truſt in man, ſome time after I was deter- 
mined through grace, to become a follower of the 
croſs. Inftead of looking to Jeſus, the heavenly 
exemplar, I was for finding ſome perfect Chriſtian, 
whoſe faith I might follow ; and was, at the time, in 
the houſe with a perſon whom J conſidered as my 
director, and pattern; but I cannot now think quite 
D ; | : 

- * fo highly of her, as, on many occaſions fince, ſhe has 
thewn a great want of that humility, and heavenly. 
mindedneſs, which .every one ſhould poſſeſs, that 
nameth the name of Chriſt. It is, no doubt, a great 
comfort to have a friend, whole ſoul is as our ſoul; 
but, above all, let us cleave to The Wonderful Coun- 
ſellor, who is a friend that ſtichs cloſer than a brother. 
I fill find the will of God is precious to me, with 
regard to his diſtribution of temporal things. He 
bath promiſed me food and raument ; and (glory be 
to him!) Iam therewith content: and I have reaſon 
to rejoice that my dear huſband is of the ſame mind, 
and can thank the Lord for all that is paſt, and truſt 
tim for all that's to come. | | 


- 
' 


To a beloved Intimate. * 


My very dear Siſter, — Wa 
FEEL my heart united to you in ſuch a man- 
ner, as, I think, none can experience who have 

not drank of the fame rock, even Chriſt Jeſus. Oh, 
may we, as living ſtones, he built together, an holy 
habitation of God, through the Spirit! that we may 
have a well-grounded hope of meeting each other 
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fra better world, when this corruptible body ſhall 
have put on incorruption. Oh, let us yejoice in the 
proſpect of being for ever with the Lord! What 
great and precious promiſes are made to him that 
overcometh ! Oh, may we fo wreſtle as to obtain! 
Indeed, I find it is a warfare; but, bleſſed be the Lord, 
our ſtrong tower, Who hath ſaid, it ſhall not be a- 
Our OWN * Yet, how often am I aſſailed with 
the thought that I ſhall never be able to overcome. 
Oh, why this unbelief? Has not my adorable Sa- 
viour promiſed that he will be a ſun, and a ſhield, to 
defend his people? Therefore, though unworthy, 
and ſelf. abhorred, I ftill retain a ſecret hope that I 
am one of the ſheep of his paſture, and that I ſhall 
be found at his right hand. Indeed, my comforts, of 
late, have been but ſmall and fleeting : I have been 
much oppreſſed, under the ſenſe of remaining cor- 
ruption in my heart; yet, while ſmarting from the 
rod, I find the ſtaff of God, inſenſibly, as it were, 
ſupporting me; for, though caſt down, yet am I not 
utterly deſtroyed. I long to die to ſelf, that Chriſt 
may live in me. Oh that he may overturn whatever 
would hinder the courſe of his love ! | 


Lord, at thy feet I fall 
I groan to be fet free: 
I fain would now give up my all, 


And follow only thee. 
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How ill qualified am I for the taſk my dear friend 
would aſſign me ! How can I lead others in the path 
of peace, who, through unfaithfulneſs, have not al- 


Ne ways walked therein myſelf! Alas, how faithleſs is 
Ve my heart! how very apt from God to ſtray! Yet 
h, there is one thing which I have found a bleſſed 
ly means of preſerving my ſoul in patience, under 
ay thoſe daily croſſes which occur; namely, to look 


upon all the creatures as permitted of God to try us, 
| P 4 5 _ 
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for our fuller purification: ſo that when they appear 
unreaſonable, we ſhould recollect ourſelves, as in the 

- preſence of God, ſaying, ©& Lord, it is thy will I 
Thould ſuffer this—Oh, may I bear thy croſs, and 
tollow thee in lowlineſs of heart, and mind!“ | 
Your aſking how my labours proſper may juſtly 
bring confuſion of face upon me, when I conſider 
what a cumberer of the ground I have been. My 
fiate of health has been very poor, ſince. I lett 
Dublin, ſo that I have been partly confined to the 
huuſe; and when able te ſtir abroad, how little zeal 
have I had for my maſter's cauſe! Lord, if thon 
ihouldſt enter into judgment with me, oh, how could 

J abide it! ; | 

Mr. Smyth, I am ſure, loves you, and joins in 
withing you that peace which the world knoweth 
not of, Now, to him who ts able to keep you from 
/a'l:ng, do I commit you, beſeeching him to pre/ent 


you faultleſs before the preſence of his glory, and 
101 ; 

| Your ſoul's Well-wiſher, 
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"Tx beloved Intimate, 


My deareſt Friend, 

J DOVE will not ſuffer me to poſtpone writing to 
you, though I know much of it is prejudicial 
to me, I have; indeed, been very unwell, and full 
continue fo ; but I have fo frequently ſeen that God 
does all things for the beſt, that I cannot choole a 
removal of my pains, nor defire life, or death. My 
inward ſtate, of late, may appear to ſome dangerous, 
nay, deſperate; but ah! my friend, I have learned 
ſome uſeful leſſons in this time of deſertion. I did 
not, I durſt not aſk importunately for ſtrong conſo- 
lation, knowing myſelf unworthy of it: n, 

: only 


L 4 


only defired God to mould me according to his own 


will, that mine might be deſtroyed; and not to ſpare 
the rod, leſt his child ſhould be ſpoiled. - Oh, my 
dear friend, it is a melancholy — 4 that ſelf- 
love may mix in ſpiritual duties, even ſo, that we may 
be proud of our humility : but Chriſt is the good Shep- 
gerd that guides our feet into the way of peace. 
While at the quarterly- meeting in Charlemount, 
I found ſweet reſt for my ſoul, and ſtrong deſires for 
the work of ſanctification to be accompliſhed in me. 
Come, dear Lord, no longer tarry, | 


« But, firſt and laſt, in me perform 
The work thou haſt begun.” 


I ſee I did not fairly quote the paſſage in Mr. Law's 
writings, according to the meaning of the author ; 
but ſtill, I think, it is not juſtifiable; as it is Chriſt 
who pleads for his own, and is fo condeſcending to 
reckon every work of love to the brethren as done 
to himſelf. Though we do hear of their appearing 
to bear witneſs to our alms, yet Chriſt is the only Ad- 
vocate with the Father. Surely, he ever liveth to in- 
tercede.for you and me. Oh, pray for the peace of 
Tas pong they ſhall proſper that love her. The 
Lord is making bare his arm in theſe parts. 
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To a beloved Intimate, 


| Bath, Nov. 26, 1779. 


My much-loved Friend, a 
UT of the depths of tribulation hath the Lord 
brought me. He hath calmed my troubled 
mind, which, of late, has been ſomewhat agitated by 
the unhappy diſſenſions that aroſe in this ſociety, 
: P5 TY through 


1 6 4 | 
through miſrepreſentations: but, I truſt, the Lord's 
people will now. be all of one mind in an houſe. At 
the beginning of this melancholy affair, I had a 
clear conviction of ſome approaching trial, parti. 
cularly, one day, when I opened the hymn book on 
the following lines, which came with ſuch power to 
my heart, that floods of tears accompanied the read. 
ing of them. 
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« Jeſu, thy record I receive, 
ith lowly, ſelf-miſtruſting fear, 
As many days as here I live 
So many muſt I ſuffer here: 
In all my Maſter's ſteps to go— 
Jo ſuffer is my lot below. 
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Thy ſpirit witneſſes with mine 
1. muſt thy daily croſs endure; 
I know the warning is divine 
The word of promis'd pain is ſure: 
Afflictions all my ſteps attend, | 
And but with life my grief ſhall end. 


} 

1 

} 
1 
1+ 
41 
Wd | 
ii, 
N 
1 14 
li 


— 


Whate'er the rage of fiends, and men, 
Can, by divine permiſſion, do, 

I come expecting to ſuſtain; 

It muſt be ſo, for, God is true: 

And God hath ſpoke the faithful word, 
The ſervant ſhall be as has Lord.” 


| I had ſcarce eſcaped one wave of diſtreſs, namely, 
leaving my native country, children, and friends, 
when I found myſelf implunged in another, and that 
of ſuch a nature, that I could not rejoice in it altoge- 
ther, though I believed it was for my own profit: but 
to ſee the Lord's people led away captive was not 
zoyous. I found myſelf a ſtranger in a foreign land. 
and thoſe of whom JI might have expected to reap 
ſpiritual 


| [ 947 J 
ſpiritual comfort lifting, up their heels againſt us. 
Oh that peace may be again reſtored to our Zion! 
but I fear the contagion will ſpread, which has long 
been ready to break out. : 

It is now time, my dear Tien, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your laft favour ; but I confeſs myſelf 
ſo weak and ignorant, that I ſhall not attempt an 
anſwer; but, this I mult fay, that ſince ever I knew 
the grace of God in truth, I have been led to deny 
all ſuch deſires as related to beauty, &c.; and when 


my unmortified heart, at times, has rebelled, it hes 


coſt me bitter pangs, and many tears. My Lord, and 
loving Saviour, has called me to.deſpiſe this world, 


with its vain joy, © for that high prize which he has 


ſet before me.” | 

I really think it ſhews much humility in my dear 
ſiſter, to ſpend time in vindicating her conduct to fuch 
a one as me, who ſtill remain poor and blind indeed, 
in many matters which relate to my own ſoul's 
health: how, then, can I give proper advice to 
another ? 5 | E 

Your kindneſs to my little-ones I pray the Lord 
to return in mercies to yourſelf, and to your offspring. 
on whom 1 hope you will ſee the happy effect of 
the travail of his ſoul, who hath redeemed us, by his 
prectous blood, from this evil world. 
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To a beloved Intimate. 5 
Bath, Feb. 5, 1780. 


My loving, and beloved Friend, 
MUST confeſs that I have found, for ſome dans 
paſt, a little reluctance in writing to you. Many 
expreſſions in your laſt letter would have been very 


ſuitable out of the mouth of one, who is ſo much 
„ obliged 
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obliged as I am to you; but, from you they ſounded 
ſtrange, and rather overpowered my mind. Well 
1 ſhall ſay no more on this head, but the Lord be 
witneſs between me and thee, rewarding you ſeven- 
fold into your own boſom. He daily heapeth his 
benefits upon me, cauſing me to hear the voice of jo 
and gladneſs, fo that the bones which he hath broken 
do rejoice, I bleſs the Lord, alſo, on your behalf, 
Your preſent experience 1s very ſimilar to what ] 
have far in general, for ſome little time paſt, I 
had many ſevere conflicts after I reached this place. 
I found that “ nature was not willing to die, nor to 
be kept under, nor to be ſubject to any ;” but, 
through the help of my God, I find I can now ſub- 
mit, looking unto Jeſus, to perfect his ſtrength in m 
weakneſs, In former times, I believe nature e 
mixed in that earneſt deſire I had to be always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, as I was rather 
brought into bondage by undue anxiety ; but, fre- 
quently, of late, I have ſeemed, as it were, to ceaſe 
from my own works, and have found God working 
in me, and by me, the good pleaſure of his will. 
Then, indeed, I could run the way of God's com- 
mandments, with great delight, when he had ſet my 
heart at liberty. | 

You-are ſo kind to ſay, that, if I really deſire it, 
you will ſend me ſome account of the dealings of 
God with your ſoul, Indeed, my dear friend, it 
would be a much-prized favour ; therefore, do gra- 
tify me, as ſoon as you conveniently can. 

What you ſaid with regard to Mr. F , has 
eaſed my mind of a great burden. Truly, the Lord 
can ſtop the mouths of lions, and he attends the cries 
of his feebleſt children. It has often been matter 
of prayer and ſupplication with me, 1 

Tour attention to my little-ones has left a laſting 
obligation upon me. May your's never want a kind 
monitor, when your head 1s laid low. 


I have 
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I have not had any ſevere attack from the bile, for 
many weeks, but there ſtill remains a good deal of 
languor; and the ſtrength I have gained is eaſily ex- 
hauſted, when I exert myſelf uncommonly, in any 
way: but, really, upon the whole, I am a wonder to 
myſelf and others, to ſee how the power of God hath 
been manifeſted, in raiſing me, as it were, from the 
crave, when I expected that few and evil would have 
been the days of my pilgrimage here below. 

In wiſhes. that the Lord may crown this new 
year in pouring his goodneſs and bleſſing on your head, 
and the heads of your childen, Mr. Smyth joins 

Your much-indebted, and truly affectionate 
; Servant and Friend. 


G etc c c cr c cꝛ cc c ci cc cy cʒ c c c c cʒ cc cc cc c cx ccc 


To a beloved Intimate. 


| 1 Bath, Feb. 25, 1780. 


Y very dear friend's little narrative ſent me to 
the throne of grace, to render thanks for that 
great favour,and has rages 19; which the Father of 
merciestrath beſtowed on you, by calling you out of 

the land of Egypt, and the houſe of bondage, and 
keeping you hitherto, ſo that you have not fallen in the 
wilderneſs ; but, though ſin, hell, and the world, have 
oppoſed your entrance, you are ſtill with your face 


| fion-ward, Oh, doubt not but your heavenly Joſhua 


will, ere long, bring you into the promiſed land. 
He is able to caſt out our foes, the inhred ſin. Be 
ſtrong, and of a good courage. Surely, you may 
lay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and firength : 
Goodneſs and mercy have followed me, all the days of 
my life, and I ſhall dwell in the houſe of the Lord for. 

ever, i 
As you require it, I return your manuſcript, 
which Mr, Smyth very reluctantly lets out 9 his 
| ands 
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claim to know my ſpiritual leadings. I once found 
a ſtrong inclination, when in Dublin, to let you read 
a little account I wrote, ſhortly after the true light 


the motive, I was ręſtrained by a conviction that 
ſelf- love mixed in the deſire I had for your reading 
it : however, I think now, if I ever hve to ſee 
your face in Dublin, you ſhall have it, and I ſhall 


it, chiefly ſetting forth my internal trials, ſince that 
period. ils 4, | | 8 | 
You juſtly gueſſed that I ſhould not belong with- 
out the croſs, inward, or outward, as I have been, 
moſt of the time ſince I laſt wrote, under bodily 
complaints; and I had a ſore proof, Jately, of my 
want of brotherly-love, which cauſed my God to 
withdraw from my ſoul: © but boundleſs grace, im- 
menſe, and free,” has again reſtored me to the joy 
of his ſalvation. TI feel, in general, a conſtant peace, 
and looking up to Jeſus, to keep me from hour to 
hour, knowing that if he does not guard the city 
of my foul, all my own waking is in vain. I often 
ſeem (as Luther ſpeaks) to lie becalmed in the boſom 
of my God. O my dear friend, what a mercy 1s 
this, after the billows have gone over my head; ( 
that I, ſometimes, almoſt thought, ſurely, my hope i 
cut off from the Lord! Yet I do not believe I have 
attained the bleſſed haven from fin and ſorrow, ſo that 
my ſun ſhall no more go down. | 
I feel myſelf much led to pray that a proper ſchool 
may be pitched on for John. Oh that he may / 
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To a beloved Intimate, 


Bath, June 9, 1780. 


My dear, ever dear, Mrs. B N | 
I TRULY ſympathize with, and feel for you, 

under your prefent very trying and grievous 
allliction : but, fear not, my dear friend—all will yet 
be well ; and though this exerciſe be far from joyous, 
at the preſent, I doubt not but it will work together 
for your everlaſting good. Oh, be not diſmayed on 
account of any of thoſe things which you ſuffer. 
No doubt, it is diſtreſſing to encounter the cruel 
ſcoffers and buſy mockers you will be expoſed to; 
but commit your cauſe unto that patient Lamb, who 
bore the revilings of many. leſſed are you, if 
301 bear about in your body the marks of the Lord 
Jeſus. | 


© Baſtards may eſcape the rod, 
Sunk in earthly, vain delight;“ 


but you are now a bearer of the croſs, and, there- 
fore, ſhall wear the crown, which the Lord, the 
rigliteous Judge, ſhall give you, at the day of his 
appearing and glory. „ 

Your laſt favour deſeribed the melancholy flate 
of poor H 's mind; but how was I ſhocked 
to hear the ſequel ! Yet, I think, it is evident the 
Lord remembers her for good, by his kind inter- 
polition, ſo that ſhe was not killed upon the ſpot. 
Oh, may ſhe feel the power of the Lord preſent to 
heal her of whatſoever diſeaſe ſhe is afflicted with, 
either in body, or foul. Jeſu's name is balm indeed, 
and the only medicine to bind up a wounded ſpirit. 
O my Lord, keep me cloſe ſheltered in thy bleeding 
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e That I no-more from thee may part— 
No more'thy goodnels grieve.” 


While I abode at Mr. H 's houſe, I was, 
indeed, much edified by his example, as all ſeemed 
calm within, and peaceful without; though, at the 
very time, he had a moſt diſtreſſing complaint in 
one of his ears. He appears to know the principles 
of the myſtic authors, not only in theory, but in 
practice, 1 

My dear friend, I fee] myſelf very unworthy of 
your correſpondence. It really makes me very little, 


and low, and mean in my own eyes ; but this I can 


aſſure you of, that it is a great comfort to me: 
therefore, I doubt not but you will continue your 
goodnels to me. | 
Your brother's words are too myſterious for me 
to attempt to unravel: yet, I believe, however your 
ſentiments may differ in ſome reſpects, that ye are 


joined in one ſpirit to your living head, ſo that, in 


Chriſt, no doubt, all things are reconciled. 
Your account of your daughter M does 
not at all ſurpriſe me, as I know, from my own fad 


_experience, how apt we are to ſtart afide, like a 


broken bow, and wander from that God whom yet 


we earneſtly deſire to love. I have endeavoured 


to write to her ; but, its proving, in any meaſure, 

profitable to her, can be only by the Lord's applica- 

tion to her heart, DE is 
We purpoſe to ſet off for London, the latter. end 


of next week, with which I am the more ſatisfied, 
as the Lord ſeems evidently to have pointed out our 
way, by inclining the heart of a kind gentleman to 


invite us to his houſe, who came here, ſome time 
ago, for the benefit of the waters. I am ſure, I-may 


ſay with the apoſtle, I am going, not knownng tit 
rings that ſhall befall me there; but it is my truſt that 


the Lord will keep me, and never let me go. 
Nb Indeed, 


* 
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Indeed, my dear friend, I feel moſt powerfully, 
that N 


I'm weaker chan a bruiſed reed. 
And help I ey Ty moment need. 


I am again fallen into my own nothingneſs, wretch- 


edneſs, and poverty. May it leave a laſting im- 


preſſion on my heart! Ah, who can feel that all 
is of grace, but they who are taught by the withdraw- 
ing thereof ? | „ 
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To a beloved Intimate. 


—  Defiford, June 28, 1780, 


My much-loved and ever dear Friend, 1 
Y late illneſs (which indeed reduced me very 
low) together with my .removal from Bath, I 
hope will ſufficiently plead my excuſe for not ſooner 
returning your dear brother's letter, which, I think, 


ſeems to have much union in it; and if it turns out 


truly prophetic, I truſt you will be kept in the hour 


of temptation, as you have kept the word of Chrift's 


patience, ſo that after being tried, you may receive 
the crown of life. Indeed, my dear friend, this is an 
evil day. Many are falling on the right hand, and 
on the left. It appearyfto me as if the Lord was be- 
ginning to ſeparate the chaff from the wheat. In- 
ceed, the mighty are allen in the gates, fo that 1 
cannot help recalling vo. mind Daniel's prophecy, 
Some of them of underſtanding 7 — Hall ta try others. 
I co not think your brother R——— is one of the 
number: J rather believe he will be one of thoſe, 
who, out of great tribulation, enter. the kingdom. 


But, J am ill qualified to judge of the ſtate of others, 
as 1 have, of late, drunk a deep cup of trembling, 


particularly 


> 1 . 
particularly when my body ſeemed on the rack, in 


my laſt fickneſs. I cannot tell you how vile and 
loathſome I appeared, when I thought I was ſhortly 
to ſtand before the Judge of quick and dead: and. 
now that I am ſpared a little longer, 1 muſt confels 
that I do not find myſelf quickened to run the heavenly 
race ſet before me. Indeed, I feel that all my freſh: 
ſprings muſt be in God, ſo that my ſoul waiteth for 
him, yea, more than the watchman waiteth for the 
morning; for, verily, without him I can do nothing. 
The great and foul ingratitude which H 
has ſhewn for all your favours, I doubt not will wok 
together for your good; but I am not at all ſurpriſed 
it ſhould make you call in queſtion the reality of her 
former profeſſed experience. Lord, what is man! 
Oh, may we never reſt on creature-props, but con- 
tinually hang on thee, as a child on the breaſt! Your 


rendering good for evil (which is abundantly ſhewn. 


in your preſent conduct towards her) ſhall return in 
bleſſings on yourſelf; though ſhe, alas ! may rave 
maucle by os / the faith, and fallen to riſe no: 
more. It is a bleſſed thing not to be overcome of 
-evel,” but to overcome evil with good. It ſeems ſome- 
What of a conformity to the mind which was in 
Chriſt Jeſus, who laid down his life for his enemies. 
Oh may my dear friend be more and more tranſ- 
formed into his divine likeneſs, by the Spirit of our 
God! Indeed, While I write, I ſympathize with you, 
even unto tears. O my dear friend, be ſtrong,- and 
of a good courage. The Lord may now be ariling 
to purge thoroughly the floor of your heart, and to 
wean you from looking unto man; for, there is no 
help for us in the beſt of them, but when the Lord 


acts or ſpeaks by them. 5 855 
I feel for you, likewiſe, in regard to the preſent 
exerciſe of your mind which Mr. 's late 


conduct has occaſioned. I agree with you in think- 
ing, that, as Chriſtians, it is our bounden duty to - 
i a 


% 
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all the good we can to our fellow- ereatures; and, on 
no pretext whatever, to grieve or perſecute them: 
but I cannot think, my dear friend, that Mr. 
's behaviour (even allowing it wrong) is any 
juſt cauſe of ſeparation from the people called Me- 
thodiſts, We do not profeſs. to be guided by him in 
all things: rather, in this ſenſe, we call no man our 
maſter upon earth. And, ſurely, my dear friend, the 
greater defection you ſee in prieſt or people, the 
greater need is there for you, and other friends of 
Jeſus, to be zealous to build up the ruinous walls of 
Jeruſalem. * It is not the time to forſake the oy | 
ina ſtorm.” In time paſt, 1 have gone throug 
many painful exercifes in this Way; and becauſe 1 
could not approve of every thing among the Metho- 
diſts, was often dubious Whether I ſhould remain 
with them: but, of late, I ſeem: to fee it good to 
abide in the way which God hath called me in; 
being perſuaded that I could not unite with any ſet 
of people, where offences would not ariſe. Though 
J ſhould continue to meet with trials to felf-love, 
yet I hope I ſhall ſtill be enabled to rei 


rejoice in what- 
ever tends to mortify that corrupt affection, which 
cleaves ſo cloſe, in various ways, to thoſe WhO have 
not got the entire victory over the fle n. 
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To a beloved Intimate. 


My beloved Friend, M x6: e 
Y heart has reproached me for not addreſſing 

A you on the death of your beloved brother, 
which muſt have been a heavy trial to you. In- 
deed, I ſhould be moſt ungrateful, if I were inſenſible 
of what concerned you; but as I can truly aſſure 
you of my love, I hope you will attribute my ſeem- 
ing ingratitude to the real cauſe, namely, ſtupor, 
and want of recollection. My mind, at that time, 
Was 
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was too much engroſſed (God be merciful to me 2 


ſinner!) with reflections on my dear departed: child, 
whoſe death Satan made me believe, through his 
ſubtilty, J had been partly the occaſion of; ſo that 
I was thrown into ſach a labyrinth of tormenting and 
accuſing reaſonings, that I was almoſt incapable of at. 
tending to any thing elſe : but I now truit, through 
the ſtrength of my God, I. ſhall be enabled to break 
'off the ſhackles and to hve more a life of faith, 
believing that God permits nothing te befall his 
children, but what will turn out to their ſpiritual 
profit. I feel the truth of Joſeph Belcher's words, 
As long as faith is ſteady, nothing can diſquiet me, 
and when faith totters, nothing can eſtabliſh me. H 
J ſtumble out amongſt means and creatures, I am 
preſently loſt, and can come to no end; but if I can 
ſtay myſelf on a promiſe, and leave God to work in 
his own way and time, I am preſently at eaſe, and 
come to reſt, though-a thoufand' riſe up againſt me. 
Well, then—lI will endeavour to rely. on that pro. 
miſe, All things ſhall work: together for my good, 
though, unworthy te be ranked among the number 
of thoſe who love God. I am ſure it is in tender 
mercy the Lord hath cauſed me to be afflicted; for 
the curſe cauſelefs cometh not, and: the uhip is for lie 
horſe, and the: bridle for the aſs, but a rod for lie 


Joos back. I am that fool; but thanks be to God 
that he thinks me worth the correcting. 


I know not what words of conſolation to make 
uſe of to my dear friend concerning her late lols. 
I am likely to be tried in the ſame point myſel!, 
as, from an account this day received, I have reaſan 
to believe that my eldeſt brother (who was the ſup- 
port of my poor father) is either dead, or dan. 
gerouſly ill. O my God, prepare my heart to 
acquieſce with thy will, which is always holy, jul, 
and good, Thou canſt not do any thing wrong 


Luall is ever, right that thou doeſt.“ - Surely, God 


meane 
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meaneth nothing but mercy to us both. Let us, 
then, my dear friend, caſt all our care on our hea- 
venly Father, and live ſecurely on his guidance and 
providence, which will, T truſt, bring us through the 
tempeſts of this troubleſome world into the haven of 
ererlaſting repole. _ | | ir 
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To a Chriſtian Siſter in London. 


K Bath, March, 1780. 
well beloved ſiſter's kind letter was truly 
acceptable to me. I rejoice to find that the 
Lord 1s the God not only of your health, but of your 
ſalvation. I felt a good deal at the loſs of your 
company when you left Bath, and could not look at 
rour lodging in the grove, for ſome time, without a 
gh. But, ſhould not theſe earthly loves be far 
away ? I think J ought to be thankful for the com- 
munion of ſaints, when I meet them in the order of 
God's providence, and be quite willing to part with 
them again, when at is the will of my heavenly. 


Father. Indeed, I feel I have many leſſons of his 


crols yet to learn; although, through rich, free, un- 
deſerved bounty, he has in many reſpetts ſubdued - 
my will, ſo that I may ſay with Ignatius, My love 
is crucified,” Fabel in my preſent content 
at being ſeparated from my little-ones. I ſeem like 
a" weaned child, quiet without that food, which 
would nouriſh my fond, and, perhaps, undue attach- 
ment to them. e 
You deſire me to let you know how I do, both in 
body and mind, and how my children are. Now, 
hen I conſider the goodneſs of God in all thoſe 
reſpetts, 


reſpects, and what anſwer-I- muſt make to: theſe 


ſeveral queries, I am loſt in wonder, love, and praiſe. 


Know, then, my dear friend, that ſince I ſaw you! 
have been gradually, yet ſenſibly, regaining health 
and ſtrength, ſo that I now have ſome proſpett of 


having my ſhattered conſtitution repaired; which]: 


think would be a miracle of mercy, if it were ever 


. fo, and a great proof of God's power; but, indeed, 


I find mywill pretty much reſigned to either ſickneſs 
or health, as I am not fearful of feeling the rod, 
knowing that it is in tender mercy the Lord has 
hitherto afflicted me. I met with a ſaying in an old 
author, which conveyed much comfort to me, ſome 
months ago, when I was labouring under bodily and 
mental diſtreſs—* Better ſickneſs and temptation 
(ſays he) than ſecurity and eaſe.“ O my God, 


_ chooſe for me, and let my will. or nill, be all one 


with thine. | f . 3 „ 

As to my ſpiritual proſperity, I hope I ſhall, with 
all ſimplicity, inform you of my ſtate as rear the 
truth as I know it. At preſent, then, my dear 
friend, I think my light ſeems rather hid in obſcurity. 
I believe my ſun would not have gone down, had ! 
been faithful to my God; for, he has been with me, 
of a truth, ſince your departure, but I muſt confeſs 
with ſhame, that-I have nothing, but faults, and de- 
ſerve nothing but puniſhment. Yet, as I know my 


Jeſus is a tender, loving Saviour, I cannot give him 


up, notwithſtanding the languor that is now over me. 
I did feel, ſome little time ago, the power of Chrilt's 
reſurrection in my foul, ſo that I knew the Father 
that dwelt in me did the works, and that I was only 
paſlive in his hands. Doctor C— —'s miniſtry 
was particularly bleſt to me, during his ſtay here. 
Mr. C ſeems to have been a more general 
bleſſing to the people, but, though I loved, and 
was happy to hear ſuch an able miniſter of the New 
Teſtament, his words came not with equal power to 

| . me. 
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me. Oh, what great reaſon have we to be thankful 
for the dzver/utes of giſts, which God has given to 
his meſſengers, for the profiting of all! | 

You kindly inquire after the welfare of the little- 
ones, in anſwer to which I tranſcribe you a para- 
graph in my ſiſter-in-law's laſt letter. The three 
children are here at preſent, in as good health 
thank God) as your heart can wiſh; and, indeed, 
they are. engaging little brats, eſpecially my little 
Jane, whom I ſometimes fear I am making an idol 
of, which I find a neceſſity to pray againſt: and as 
to Mr. Smyth, I think he ſeems fonder of her than 
ie was of his own child.” O my dear friend, have 
not reaſon to praiſe my. God, while I have any 
being? Truly, his promiſe to thoſe who ſeek his 
ace, reſpecting temporal matters, have been more 
han fulfilled to us; for, our bread hath been given 
„ and our water has been ſure, ſo that we may fay, - 
' Hitherto we have lacked nothing :” and I believe 
he Lord will fill provide food convenient for us, 
nough, perhaps, in mercy, he may withhold that 
bundance, which might prove a ſnare, and drown 
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, in deſtruction and perdition. | 
g It was with much ſelf-denial I undertook to be 
e leader of a claſs, and I really found it brought a 


urden on my ſpirits, from a conviction that I was 
| ar from being qualified for ſuch a work ; but when 
) WW conſidered that it would rather be a doubt of God's 


m 

ower, than a proper ſenſe of my own weakneſs, 
e. ; 
„ Wt would prevent me, I was fearful of diſpleaſing 
„m by a refuſal, as I knew it was not my own. 


| eſire or ſelf-will. I have ſometimes found libert 
' 8 [peaking—at other times, I have gained 9 | 
of ef. contempt, as I found myſelf much ſtraitened, 
nd flow of ſpeech; and at thoſe. ſeaſons I would 


y eadily have reſigned my employ to any who could. 
„ Nel out of the abundance of their hearts. 
0 | 


And 
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And now, my dear friend, be aſſured, I unfeignedhy: 


love 


you and Mr. G 


: and if we never meet 


more in the fleſh, I think I ſhall be often preſent 
with you in ſpirit. May the Almighty God blels 
you, and keep you, both now and for evermore! 


FFF 


To a young Lady 


1 


— 


under great bodily Al- 


| Dublin, Aug. 5, 1781, 
RULY, my dear friend, you are a daughter 
of affliction, but I truſt the rod of diſcipline 


will train you up for heaven. It ſeems as if our 
Lord had a particular favour towards you, in thoſe 
trying diſpenſations of his providence through which 
vou have paſſed : for, whom the Lord loveth, he chaj- 
teneth, Afflictions are called in ſcripture his rang: 
work; but they are needful to ſtir up our languid 
fouls. Wo to the women, ſaith the prophet, that dwel 
at eaſe in ion; and, ſaith another, Wo be unto hi 
that hath nothing to vex him. Indeed, in the day of 
proſperity, we are apt to e. but, in the day of 


adverſity, to conſider: an 


ſurely, if we make the 


moſt material matters the ſubject of our meditation, 
we ſhall find that te whole world lieth in wickedneſs, 

and that thoſe who are redeemed from among ſt men, 
are an holy nation, a peculiar people, altogether ſepa. 
rate from the workers of iniquity, who have not Gol 
in all, nor any of ther thoughts. 


Oh, what a bleſſed 


thing is it to be pardoned ſinners, waſhed in the al. 
atoning blood of Chriſt! But, alas! the greateſt part 
of the world think themſelves whole, and feel no ned 
of the heavenly phyſician, who gave his life a ranſin 
for tranſgrefſors, and by whoſe ſtripes we are healed. 
Yes, my dear friend, he carried our griefs, and bort 


our, ſorrows, that we, through his poverty, might be 


made 


LI. 1 


made rich. Let me, therefore, invite my friend ts 


come and taſte how gracious the Lord is. Oh, plead 
for the promiſe of the Comforter, which was made 


to a 2 Do, my dear friend, 


aſk, and you receive, that your joy may be full. 
85 ny Wl Spirit of truth enlighien ho Ag rr 
that we may know the hope of our calling, and 
the exceeding riches of his grace to them that be- 
lieve! How little do we know of our dreadful 
ſtate by nature, till the Spirit convinceth us of fin, 
ihewing us the great depth of iniquity that is in 
our hearts, and our abſolute want of a Saviour, 
who is able to ave unto the uttermoſi all that come 
to God, through him. Oh, may my dear friend 
be truly ſenſible of the great benefits of his croſs 
and paſſion,” and know him indeed to be your Savi- 
our—the Lamb that taketh away the ſin of the world ! 
May you be made 'partaker of that faith which 
juſtifieth the ungodly, purifieth the heart, and enableth 


the ſoul to reore in hope of the glory of God!" 


To a kind Chriſtian Siſter in Bath. 


2 | Briſtol. 
My beloved Friend; E 
HAVE deferred writing to you till the faſt, 
having hopes of ſeeing you here, this day, as 
Mr. G gave me ſome reaſon to expect it: 
but, perhaps, it was to anſwer ſome ' wiſe end, that 
I was not ſuffered to ſee you once more, before 
my departure. Well, as the hymn ſays, - 


„ Our bodies may far off remove, | 
We ſtill are join'd in heart." - * © 
Indeed, 
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Indeed, Lhalieve I ſhall ever retain a grateful ſenſe 


of the unmerited favours I have received from you, 


and yours. May the Lord bleſs you, and keep 


you! May he make his face to ſhine upon you, and 
give you peace, both now, and evermore ! | 8 
Me went to ſee Mrs. R-——, on Wedneſday 
laſt, who appears well recovered. Oh, may your 


ſiſter after the fleſh, become your ſiſter in the Spirit, 


that ye may be doubly united'! Bus oph4 Ne! 
I write this in much haſte. Mr. P— and 
Billy have Mr. Smyth's, and my kind love and 


good wiſhes. May ye be all abundantly bleſt in the 


love of God, and of one another, prays 
Your ever truly affectionate Friend, A. S. 


F 
To a kind Chriſtian Siſter Bath. _ 


| Dublin, Auguſt 1, 1781. | 


My dear and well-beloved Friend, 


1 have a juſt claim on me for any mark of 
love or reſpect I can ſhew, who ſo often kindly 


miniſtered to my neceſſities. Indeed, I feel gra- 


titude for thoſe numberleſs inſtances of friendſhip 
you ſhewed me, when in a ſtrange land, with a 


diſeaſed body, and far ſeparated from thoſe I held 


moſt dear. May God reward you ſevenfold into 


your boſom, if I am never permitted to ſhew my 
Tenſe of your goodneſs, by feeing you on Irifh 


ground, which would rejoice my heart. 


* 


TG; 
I think I would ſooner have complied with your 


deſire of hearing from me, had I not been ſo bufily 


engaged in family concerns, that I can ſcarce find 


an hour to devote to my friends in the epiſtolary 
way. The time, alſo, for ny lying-in draws.near, 
ſo. that I have many. things to provide tor the recep- 


3 ; tion 


th 
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tion of the young ſtranger.” Oh, may my God be 
with me, in the trying hour, ſo that whether it 
ends in life or death; it may be gain to me! I 
know I ſhall be ſaved, through child. hearing, 4 1 
continue in faith, and charity, and holimeſs, with o. 
briety. Oh, may theſe fruits be in me, and abound, | 
that I be not barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
Chrijt, who hath called us to glory and virtue! 
You knew my diſtreſs on my beloved father's 
account, while I was in England. I have now the 
pleaſure of informing you that the Lord has ena- 
led my eldeſt brother to maintain him comfortably, 
y inclining the biſhop of D——- to give him a 
wing in the church, reckoned worth Z 400 per 
annum. Indeed, it is a great relief to my mind, as, 
rom our ſtraitened income, we had it not in our 
dower to do for him what we could have wiſhed. 
My health, through mercy, is much mended, ' 
nce my return home; yet I have frequent” returns 
my bilious complaint, which keeps me weak 
ud low: but I know the. rod, and him that hath 
ppointed it, and truſt it will yet yield the peaceable 
ruts of righteouſneſs to my foul. _ 3 
All the brethren, who love our Lord Jeſus in 
ncerity,,, have my warm regard, in which Mr. 
myth joins . | AE 
Your truly obliged, and ever affeftionate ' 

Friend and Servant. „ 


a c ft as . d ets e N 
To a kind Chtiſtian Siſter in Bath. 
5605 . Dublin, Nov. 27, 1781. 
My dear Friend, cnet 
HAVE a loving, grateful remembrance' of you, 


though I may have been ſomewhat tedious in 
| VT | writing 


writing to you, ſince my recovery from . the- brink 
of the grave, of which before you were informed 
by my dear partner. Indeed, the Lord's mercies 
are infinite, therefore, am I not conſumed. ; They 
are freſh and new every morning. Great is hi 
faithfulneſs. I find him ſtrong to, fave, and can po 
to him for all I want; for, uly, there 1s no other 

t 


Saviour beſide him, who is mighty to deliver. 0 
my, ſoul, put not thou thy truſt in any child of 
man, for there is no help in them. -. _ 
Me are comfortably ſettled in a ſmall houſe, in 
a ſweet retired fituation (though in the city) and, 1 
truſt, enjoy. peace with God, and man. 1 think [ 
ſeem returned to the ark, and to have got. reſt for 
the ſole of my foot, after having been long a wan- 
derer upon earth. Yet the /iall, till voice often 4 
reminds me, Thes 2s not thy reſt. No-—I truſt I ſhall .. 
never forget I am only a ſtranger and /ojourner apo 
earth, looking for a city which hath foundations, whoſe 7 
maker and builder is the living Gl. ar 
My children promiſe well, being attentive. to their 1 
learning, and kept from the groſs pollutions of the nc 
world: yet their childiſh follies prove a continua 
ſource of trial to me. Oh, what pleaſure is ther th. 
here below, that is not mixed with pain? us 
My dear ſiſter-in-law has, I imagine, by this time, 


reached Bath. I can commend her to you as one 


that loves the Lord, and walks in much humility 
of mind before him. I hope ye will have mam 

comfortable meetings together. SOR 
How does my friend Mr. P——— and Billy do! 
I beg you will preſent my kind love to them. both, 
and to our other near and dear friends. I cannd 
coziclude this fhort epiſtle, without informing yo! 
that I am almoſt reſtored to perfect ſoundneſs. M 
ſtrength and fleſh have much increaſed, fince 
laſt lying-in, and my little-one thrives charming 
And now, I pray God that you and yours m 
| wall 


_ 
* 


0 
want no manner of thing that is good, but that ye 
may be able to ſtand in the evil day, and aving done 
all, to land. Ormy dear friend, 1 do, indeed, feel 
myſelf ee en n e 


ner Mr. Smyth intends to aſſiſt Mr. Weſley. We go, 

het not knowing the things that may befall us; but a 

null happy conſciouſneſs that we follow what we believe 

nei the will of God concerning us, will, I truſt, ſupport 

os in each trying hour. Indeed, N 

time, „ | $ | 

LON « God's Spirit witneſſes with mine, 

way I muſt his daily croſs endure ;” 

ma) 7 ; r 
and I am content to take it up, as the croſs is the 

7 dot way to the crown. l hes Spe. 


both, 
anno 


ol 
F 
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ing! 
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Your very unworthy: Debtor, but truly 
affectionate Servant. 


* 


To a kind Chriſtian Siſter in Bath. 


Dublin, Of-13, 1786. 


My dear kind Friend. 


A you were ſo kind to deſire a few lines from 


unworthy me, gratitude, as well as affettion, 


conſtrains me to comply with your requeſt. 


I believe: you will be ſurpriſed. to hear, that, on 


Thurſday next, we purpoſe to embark for Holyhead, 


and from thence to proceed to London, where 


I know not whether you have been informed of 
the death of my poor father. I have reaſon to 


hope that affliction was God's ſtrange wort to bring 


him to glory, as he expreſſed the ſtrongeſt aſfurance 
ot his eternal happineſs. Mr. Smyth took a lo 
ourney to ſee him in his laſt illneſs, and was mu 
pleaſed with his converſation, Poor man! he was 


23 juſt 
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juſt on the point f ning to live with us, when 
death ftruck hin. 
I am to leave two of my chüchen behind me. 

May I be enabled to caſt all my care upon Gol 
Age them; for, his protection is better than 
any care I could take of them, though I were al. 
ways preſent with them. 

Now, my dear friend, I muſt bid you adieu, be. 
ſeeching the Father of mercies, and God of all 
conſolation, to endue your ſoul with much firength, 
that, fighting the good fight of faith, you may, at 
aſt, lay hold on eternal life, and meet, in an happy 
eternity, 
Your unworthy Friend, but affeRionate, and 

.ever py ne 1 e. 


To; : agen r Friend? in Ya” 
Dublin, April 9.1 1 


- dear Friend,” y 
UR bleſſed Lord hach 4 bountifully v 
ety to 


me, in bringing me in health and ſa 
my native land, where I found my dear childien 
happy and well, and much improved, ſince my de 
parture from them. | Oh, 


«% What ſhall I . to my ed: 
For all his gifts to me? 
| Not more than others I deſerve, 
Tat he hes gin me more. 


My Picks 1 and; ſiſter, with. 1 we are a 
— ſtill retain the ne love and kindneſs the) 
ever ſhewed us. | ** 


* 


re al 
the 


What 
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What part of the kingdom we fhall ſettle in is 
yet uncertain; but, I truſt, the heavenly Guide will 
point out our way, and make known his will eon- 
cerning us, as he has been hitherto our Gde. 

My heart feels gratitude to you,” and other dear 
friends J left in Bath. May the Lord reward the 
work of faith, and labour of love ye beſtowed on 
two unworthy ſtrangers! Ah, my dear friend, let 
us ſtrive to enter the holieſt of holies, by that new 


and living way which God hath conſecrated for us, 


through the veil, that is to ſay, the fleſh of Chriſt, 
which was bruifed for our iniquities, that ſo an 
abundant entrance may be adminiſtered unto us 
into the kingdom of glory. Farewell. May the 
almighty God be your _ and evermore migh- 
tily defend you, till, after having done and fuffered 
all his righteous will, you are called hence to be 
for ever with the Lorfr l. 


eee ES AGSS SLSS SS 
To a religious Friend in Bath. 

Killiney, near Dublin, May 19, 4586. 

My dear Sifter, and Companion in tribulation, 

and in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus, 

I HAVE heard of your late heavy trials, and 

moſt ſincerely ſympathize with you in all your 

diſtreſſes, being a fellow-ſufferer myſelf, having 


lately buried the moſt promiſing; lovely boy, of ſix 
years of age, who was truly engaging, both in his 


appearance, and uncommon ſweetneſs of temper. 
Your Betſy was, likewiſe, one of a thouſand, and 
the child J loved beſt in England. But, my dear 
friend, let us not, from theſe confiderations, give 
way to immoderate ſorrow, on their account. Nay, 

| 24 | "* Jet 


k 
\ k 
U 
} * 
5 5 
ix 
3 4 
jv 
„ « 
34 
_ 
1 7 
:..> 
'Y 
14 
. 
„ 
/'4 8 
—— 
173 
wy 
* & 
i 
. l 4 
+1 & 
Fr 
. 
1's Tis 
91 
ITS | 
ih 
= 
L + 
ky 
: fi 
4 r 
TS. 
; 
8 
. 4 
1 
Th 
iz 
3 Mn 
o 
1 
i N 
7 . 
\ * 
— F 
"VB 
x1 3 
is . * 
4 . 
15 
1 
|: F 
14 
+ 
= 
5 
bs 
3 
AS 7 
$ 4 
WI | { 
#þ 4 
4 ö 
5 
f 1 
Pl | 


>= — 
— ? bg * 2 2 * 
. een — — 
0 
[1 . 


— 


- therefore, let us believe that 


STI 
let us rather rejoice that our God ſo. early fitted 
them for their heavenly home. Surely, it is ſelfiſh. ' 
neſs that makes us mourn; for, what is our loſs 
1s their great gain. Perhaps, both you and I want- 
ed this rod, to wean us from created good, and 


make us ſet our affections on thoſe joys which 


flow, as a river, at God's right hand for evermore, 
I ſhall tranſcribe a paragraph I lately met with in 
a religious tract, applicable to the preſent ſubje&, 
Be content with the better portion of the lies- 


venly birth-right, and thank God for your trials, 


as opportunities given you to perfect your dying 
work to the world, and to the ſenſual life.” En- 
cloſed, alſo, I fend you a hymn, entitled, Thankſ- 
« giving to God: for anne” which J 

hope may be bleſt to you, as it has been to me. 
O my God, give us to rejoice in being ſharers of 
the bitter cup, of which thou, our Redeemer and 
Advocate, didſt drink ſo largely. May faith raiſe 
us above the billows of tribulation, ſanctifying us 


2 wholly, and making us meet for the inheritance of 


the glorified ſaints! 5 is 
MI dear friend, we know not what is in the 


womb of futurity. Perhaps, our little darlings were 


taken from the evil to come, before their ſweet 
ſimplicity was corrupted by the contagion which {in 
hath ſpread over the earth. They. being made 
perfect in a ſhort time, fulfilled a long ſpace;“ 


— 


1 


God nothing does, or ſuffers to be done, 


But what we would ourſelves, if we could ſee 
Thro all events of things as well as he.“ 


The bearer of this letter (Mrs. S. —) I believe 


and know to be a moſt ſincere perſon, therefore | 


ſhould be glad you would form an acquaintance 


With 
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with her. Poor woman! the is much perſecuted 
by her huſband, for her love to the trufn. 
My dear friend, farewell. N 1 * 


* — , 4 * 


75 


x To two. young Women in Bath, who lodged 
: | . .__ together, od 

5 | L . Nov. 27, 1781. 
My dear Friends, and well- beloved for Chriſt's ſake, 
, JA grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied 
*F WW unto you, through' the knowledge of our dear 
d Lord and Saviour, who hath called us to glory and 
2 virtue! Oh, may we be obedient to the heavenly 
, call, and give up all for him who died for us! 


f : Surely, 


« None is as the Chriſtian wiſe 
| He his nought for all hath givin— 
Bought the pearl of greateſt price © ' 
Nobly barter'd earth for heavin.”” 


Indeed, my dear friends, I have a grateful re- 
membrance of you, though I may have ſeemed te- 
_ dious in fulfilling: the promiſe I made at parting ; 
but a multiplicity- of - domeſtic affairs has ſo con- 
ſtantly engroſſed my attention, that I have found 
it hard not to be remiſs in many — My 
little - ones require much of my time, as I have now 
five, one being added to my number, ſince I came 
home. The Lord has been very gracious to me, in 
bringing. me through a dangerous illneſs, after my 
delivery. Indeed, I may ſay, mercy. and goodneſs ' 
wh Qs have 


* 


> 
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have followed me, all the days of my life; there. 
fore have I hope that Ifhall dwell in the houſe of 
the Lord for ever. But ob, my dear friends, the 
thorny path of ſelf-denial is the way that leadeth to 
the kingdom. I do bleſs God that he hath often, 
in mercy, given me the bread of adverſity to eat, 
and the water of affliction to drink; and I know 
my ſoul hath, oftentimes, proſpered more in the 
valley of tears, than when, to all appearance, 
dwelt in eaſe, and had nothing to vex me. T think 
my dear Miſs D—— is a woman gf @ ſorrowful 
ſpirit; but, be of good cheer — | 


The Lord hath call'd you by your name— 
The Lord protetts for ever near. 


Indeed, I love my dear Bath friends in ſincerity, 
being mindful of the kindneſs they ſhewed to an 
— unworthy ſtranger, and being perſuaded | that many 
of Chriſt's, beloved ones are among your flock. 
Dear S— B — I regard with tender affecti - 
on, and truſt the Father of all mercies will evermore 
mightily defend her, putting underneath, and around 
her, the.everlaſting arms, and enabling her to caſt 
her whole care upon him, who caxeth for her. 
Ye are highly-favoured of the Lord, called to be 
ſaints. Oh, give not up your hope; for, though 
-ribulation awaits you, it is a comfort to think, 
„ That all who to the end endure 

j be croſs, thall wear the crown.“ 

I know not what to ſay to comfort, or ſtrength- 
en my dear friends; but oh, may the Wonderful 
Dirett, controul, ſuggeſt, each da,, 
lyon defign, and think, and y; "rob. 
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the Lord, Accep 


4 


Ek 
That all y your pow” rs, with all their might, 
In his fole glory 'may unite!“ 


To his almighty y proteftion I now commit you, 


beſeeching God, all-ſufficient, to complete in you 
all the work of faith with power, that ye may both 
be found of him in peace, at the laſt, Heng Cs 

and entire, OY nothing. | 
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To an afflited pious Widow. 


Dublin, April 9, 3782, 


FAD 1 not 1 deterred by an bumbling ſenſe 
| For great weakneſs, and. inability to admi- - 
nies comfort to my dear friend, I ow ſooner * 


have acknowledged the receipt of your kind letter: 


but, alas for me! I have been very low in the duſt, 
ind made to poſſeſs days and nights o of ſorrow; ſo 
that a ſoul which thus feels its own bitterne s, is 
ill calculated to ſing ſongs to an heavy heart. In« 
deed, my dear friend, in the world we ſhall have 
tribulation—it is our portion—and, ſurely, every 
thing from the hand of God is a goodly heritage, 


tar better than the world's meſs of pottage. : 
« Our ſouls are in his mighty hand. 
And he will keep them ſtill; Ar 
And you, and 1, x truſt, ſhall nnd Y. 7 
With him on Zion's hill. 


4. a? 

Therefore, my dear friend, whatever is 3 
upon us, let us take patiently, and not be moved, 
when we are changed to a low eſtate: for thus ſaith 
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a iclion, that ſuſſering with their Lord here, they may 


be glorified with him hereafter. It is often cauſe of 


great conſolation to me, when I reflect our trials 
are weighed out in meaſure by the God of all 
power, who, in wiſdom, orders all things for the 
good of his people. The following lines from Dr. 
Byrom I am particularly fond of, being calculated 
to increaſe faith, and confidence in the Provi- 
dence of God, who leaves nothing to the power 
of chance— 


With peaceful mind thy race of duty run 
God nothing does, nor ſuffers to be done, | 
But what thou wouldſt thyſelf, if thou couldſt ſee, 
Thro' all events of things, as well as he.” 


John is not yet well. Oh, may I commit him 
and all my concerns into the hands of him who in 
mercy tears away our idols, that he may reign un- 
rivalled in our hearts. As to my own flate of 
health, I am but feeble, yet ſuffer no bodily pain 
worth mentioning. God deals tenderly with me, 
flaying his rough wind in the tay of his Eaft-ubnd | 
ITE PEOPEOSSSISEOS IS SOSSISEE$$$44440 


* 8 Wm To the ſame. 


* PRE Killiney, April 24, 1785. 
ly dear affiified Friend. [2/46 

WV AT ſhall I fay to comfort or fuecour you? 
| Alas? fuch conſolation cometh only from 
above. I ſeem to be made more and more ſenſible 
that creature-props are broken reeds, and can yield 


: = 1175 ! © But 
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[ 278 J 
But they who in the Lord conſide, 5 
And feel his ſprinkled blood. 
In ſtorms and hurricanes abide, * © ; 

Firm as the mount of God.” 
| I know my nn has: been wounded in a ten- 
der part, but ſtill the Lord liveth, able to ſupply 
every lack of creature-comfort. Thy maler is thine 
_ huſband—the Lord of hoſts is has name. Surely, | 


„He ſoon will appear 
His mourner to cheer,” - 


and give you that oil, and wine of his love, which | 
is better than the life itſelf, ſo that you ſhall own, 
with, grateful tears. d en e, 
„ The man whom God deſigns to bleſs," h 
He never curſes. with ſucceſs.” 


I know I can fay, from heart-felt experience, 2 16 
good for me that I have been afflicled: for had I been 
left entirely unpuniſhed, it would have been the 
greateſt woe of all. O my God, take the matter 
into thine own charge the poor committeth him- 
ſelf unto thee, for thou art the helper of the friend- 
leſs. Oh, let us caſt all our concerns into the hands 
of our heavenly Father, whoſe love and guardian 
care will not ſuffer any thing to befall as, but what 
ſhall, in the end, work together for our ever- 
laſing goods obo 1 e dn e 5 


r 


- „ wu l ; aA * 
, © 
1 ” 


To. 


nf 
— $27 ade — — — 
— 3 n A = ac x 
— r r N B * — wa 
— s . - FIR I 3 2 on : s : 
4 — n * $7 <p 7 n 2 >" whe es Crete ns: . 1 


A — . = — frog as <4 _—_ 2 
— 2 - 
of 2m 


. 
$ 
| 
i 
| 
8 
{ 
4 

4 

} 
48 

41 
k 

: 


e 
8 * 
2 — 


Io a Relation, oc reed to hear from 


c 374 J | 


her, on her Arrival at London. 


n AM. fate 1 find u need for 
wy 17610 the rod of corre&ypn. In 
the day of adverſity, we learn many uſeful leſſons. 
This world then appears in its true colours, as a 
real cheat, full of deluſions, and vain ſhadows. Oh, 
how happy are they who have ſet their hearts on 
things above, and look upon themſelves as ſtran- 
gers and pilgrims upon earth, only wiſhing to ſtay 
here, till they are meet for heaven. And that 
meetneſs can only be obtained by being intereſted 
in the atonement of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt : for, though the remedy be procured, yet if 
not applied to the heart by faith, we are ſtill ran. 
gers to the covenant of prom %. Forgive me for 
making this digreſſion. I know it is ſo needful 
for the fallen oh of men to be renewed by grace 


in the image of God, from whence Adam by tran{- 


greſſion fell, that, having obtained mercy of the 
Lord myſelf, I cannot help erf, all my dear 
n. to taſte and ſee that the Lord is good. FA 


IP 4 * 


Him to 4 is life ua peace, 
And pleaſure without end: / 
This is all my happineſs, 
On Jeſus to . en 368 


I often think that the 16th 5 17th 0 
St. John's goſpel are moſt ſtriking parts of Scripture, 
where the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, is promiſed 


co all that ſhall believe the goſpel-· report the glad 


— of ſalvation, through the Saviour of ſinners, 
„ * * * % 


M 


Jo 
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, out of has law, that whe Ab, 


C uns J 
; 10 a duke Salter in Chriſt. 


London. 
My beloved Friend, | 
KNOW not what your affliction _ be; * 
this I know, that the Lord will undertake for 
you in every hour of trial, © and cover your de- 
fenceleſs head with the ſhadow of his wing.” He 
is, indeed, Immanuel, God with us. Though © dark- 


_ neſs” may, ſometimes; * intercept the ſkies, and 


ſorrows waves around us roll,” yet ke that is for us 
2s greater than all that 15 in the world. Oh, let us 
not diſtruſt our good God in the lealt ! 


« He will have compaſſion our burdens remove 
His name is ſalvation—his nature is love.“ 


Ie Ame how to deliver the odly out of temptation. 
But, ſometimes, it is as needful that his rod ſhould 


| corre us, as that his ſtaff ſhould comfort us. 


Bleed, indeed, 2s — man whom the Lord correfeth 
ham reſt from the evil 
days. Yes, m we mult expect to 
ſuffer awhile, — we are ſtabliſhed, Arength- 
ened, and ſettled ; but, glory be to the loving 


Saviour, 


* Who will not let * captives go, 

Nor leave us to our carnal will! 
His love forbids our reſt below \ 

His patient love purſues us till, 
Forcing us from our fins to part— 
Tearing each idol from our heart.” 


O my dear friend, let us acknowledge the hand of 
God in all that befalls us. Nothing comes to paſs 
on earth without God's Providence, or without a 


cauſe, Shimei cannot curſe David without per- 
| miſſion, 


* 


11 


miſſion, neicher ddes a ſparrow fall to the ground 
unnoticed by our heavenly Father: and if he makes 
the wicked a ſword of his to correct his children, 
it is that they may not be condemned with , the world, 
Oh, then, my dear. friend, by prayer and ſupplication 
maße your requeſts known unto God, who will guide 
you continually, and, with the /mall ſtill voice of 
-his Spirit, teach you the way wherein you ſhould 
go. Oh, let us cleave unto the Lord with full 
-purpoſe of heart, and never lean upon the arm of 
fleſh, ſeeing that all fleſh is frail ; but whoſo putteth 
his truſt in the Lord ſhall never be confounded. 
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On the DEATH of 


Mrs. AGNES. SMYTH. 
By Mrs. IAN of 1 


T. 8 e length, the ling ring 975 is o er, 
Our ſiſter's gain'd the long- expected os; $4 
Joyful ſhe dropp'd the languid lump of clay, 
Upborne by angels, ſoar'd to realms of dax. 
Farewell, bright ſaint—take thy exalted place, 
For, thou art near to ſee the Saviour's face. _ 
The Piſgah's views Which here to thee were giv n. 4 
Were earneſts of ſuperior bliſs in heav n. * 
All hail—dear fav rite of the church 3 11 
Thy kindred ſpirits welcome thee in love, 
All hail - companion of the ee a 
That voice here ſweet, ſhall ſweeter ſounds acquire. 
All hail bright impreſs of the ſtamp divine, 
All that was good, and lovely, all was thine. 
Ves, Agnes, thou to us a pattern gave, 
How grace could change, and to the utmoſt ſave 
Could trample on the world, and al its pride, 
And glory only in the Crucify'd. 
Wealth, beauty, honours, ſhe a but loſs, 


And cheerful bore her Maſter s daily croſs. 
A e 


rd Sf 1 378. J 3 
A kanaget; and a pilgrim here- bebe 
For God ſhe all was willing to forego. 

Not only fin, with all its lüring Wiles, -/ 
Which the unwary, faithleſs ſoul beguiles— 
Not only beauty, honour, pow'r, and wealth, 
Not only eaſe, and liberty, and health, 
But friends, but huſband, children the reſign! d, 
In God alone, her All in All to find. 
When fickneſs, death's pale harbinger appear'd, 
Calm ſhe ſubmitted, nor her ſuff rings fear d. 
baus. from her God of fiery trials nigh, 

As paffive clay the in his hands did lie. 
A baptiſm ſhe knew was near at hand, 
And, firaiten'd, waited for her Lord's command. 
Fearlefs ſhe ſtood the long, the fiery teſt, 
And view'd by faith her fure er Kag re reſt. 
Tho' nature leine Wer törtnenting pain, are 
A hope immortal did her foul ſuſtain. - 
So firm her anchor was within the veil, 
That Satan. ſcarcely could her ſoul affail ; 
More than triumphant o'er each fiery dart, 
For, Jeſus kept the iſſues of her heart. 
Each parting friend with heav'nly ſmiles ſhe bleſs'd, 
While ſuited words of love her tongue expreſs' . 
Her ſoul all tunꝰd to harmony divine, | 
Her lips diſpens'd her thoughts in flowing rhyme. 
When death N near, the 111. 88 My God is 

come — 

With holy Ram ſaid Ny! heaven's 0 

| Gery, 


ten ] 
1 Glory, honour, love, and pow's, ; 
« I experience ev'ry hour - 

_ « Hallelujah?” praiſe the Lord ti 
Sound his name with one accord. 5414 


Her voice then nearly fail'd - but ſhe could pray: 
In ſounds half. utter'd ſhe was heard to ſay, r, 
« Thy name be hallow'd, and thy kingdom me 
In earth, and heav'n, thy righteous will be done. 
Her hands uplifted, and her heart above, 

She gently ſunk into the arms of love ' 
Finiſh'd in youth a long, a painful race, 
And ſhew'd to all the pow'r of Jeſu's grace. 
Oh! may her ſweet example fire my breaſt, 

That I, like her, may be of God poſſeſt— -- 
Like her, my bleeding Saviour's footſteps trace 
Like her, by faith behold Immanuel's face! 

May all eo bender cler. 0 
Seck bons her · Maſter for their n- 
Follow, like her, the doctrine of 8 nl 
The world deſpiſe, with all its dung and a 5 


Ve giddy, thoughtleſs crowds, who throng. our 
courts, - f 
Unite profeſſion with a life of ſports— 
Ye gaudy race, who, fond of vain attire, 
The fleeting breath of vain applauſe deſire, 
Come view her duſt—it once was full.of bloom, 


But death deſpoil'd her, ere ſhe reals d to noon. 
| The 


— 

The fatal dart to you may now be near, 

And you be call'd in judgment to appear. 
Seek then, like her, the needful, better part, 
And give to God His IO life and heart. 


And ye, the lukewarm in our AIRS below, 
Will ye not now, all things for God fdfego ? 
Still will ye halt ꝰ two maſters aim to pleaſe ? 
And live a life of diſſipating eaſe ? 
Still will ye aim to ftretch the utmoſt line, 
And try how far the world, and grace may join? 
Alas for ſuch ! if ſuch they Ml /femain; 
Thus living, can they my * death to gain 7 


Ye nobly-minded in the Chriſtian race, $4 * 
Who freely barter all below for grace; "TIES 
Fear not, but boldly bear the toils of life, 

A crown ſucceeds your agonizing ſtrife. * 
Courage, your Captain cries there's heav'n in view, 
March on — for Jeſus has o ercome for you. 

In life, and death, he will your ſouls ſuſtain— 

To you to live is Chriſt, to die is gain. | 
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On the DEATH of 
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Addreſſed to $44 Sitercin-Law,.. 


By Mrs. Dozoruzs Kin, of Dublin | 


rs 2? 


HY 3 the loy'd Maria? Wience' tha 
That tear, foft Sealing from thy. 3 3 

Thy Neſſy fleeps, till the laſt trump. awake, 
And rocks and mountains from their balls breaks | 

In early youth religion was her care 
With ev'ry grace adorn d the lovely fair. ba 
Convinc'd of ſin, at Jeſu's. 8 feet ſhe fell 
Convinc' d that he alone could ſave from bells 
His precious blood the full atonement mad. 
And all her fins ſhe found on him were mill 5} 41 * 
Her ſoul exults, the precious pearl to find. 
Peace, j joy, and love, poſſeſs, her happy mie; 14) 


a 


No 


[ 882 } 

No longer now her love to earth confin'd, 
The world's vain toys ſhe cheerfully Nag d 1 

Dreſs, fame, and riches, all were laid aſide, 

With care aſſiduous mortifying pride. 

Soon ripe, the precions ſaint was call'd away, 

To the celeſtial fields of endleſs day. 7 

How did ſhe wreſtle for God's perfect love! 
Ho ſeek to find deliv'rance from above ! 
With ſcruples, doubts, and fears her path was ſtrew'd, 
But then again with joy her ſoul o'erflow'd. 

The happy ſaint declares to all around 

What great deliv'rance in the Lord ſhe found: 

« Sin1s nn both root and branch tis dead 

« The woman's ſeed hath bruis'd the ſerpent's head : 

« The Crucify'd enthron'd within my heart, 

The wicked-one in me hath now no part. 

With racking pain her tender frame was torn, 

But far above all pain her fpirit borne, 

Submiſſive bow'd beneath the chaſt'ning rod, 
And ſympathiz'd with an expiring God. 

« Tell all my friends (with cheerful joy ſhe cries, 

Tho! tort'ring pain ſhew'd in her languid eyes) 

« I'm dying in the faith which I embrac'd— 

And faithful is my God from firſt to laſt: 

" Perform'& are all his promiſes 1 to me— 

« Death'is difarm'd—I've gain'd the victory. 

Not ſhipwreck'd'i is my bark, tho' ſhatter'd o'er, 
It ſoonſhall land upon the bliſsful ſhore. 

« Oh, praiſe his name. to whom all praiſe is due! 


Sx a promiſes are true: 
6 | « 'This 
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This iht he by me ſtood, and ſeem'd to-ſay,” ©! | 0 
All things are ne rig 1 
] come, my God—thy glory is in View 19 

« Finiſh'd the work thou gav'it me here to do 1 . 
My life now hid with Chriſt in God above, 
While this tongue moves, I'll praiſe redeeming love: 
It fails me no farewell — farewell (ſhe * 

© I goto joys above then clos'd her eyes— _ 
Angels conduct the. bappy. ſaint away, | 

To praiſe and love, through one eternal Sou i 
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